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St. Michael 
Netcong, New Jersey 



        The Church of Saint Michael 
January 8, 2023 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Please remember in your prayers those who have 
died. 

 
Please remember in your prayers the sick of our 
parish:  May Lee, Special Intention, Lucy Pintos,  
Karlene Yaple, Joseph Conklin, Marysia Hancock,  
Bev Couter, Kathy Conklin, Charlie Raffay, Dave 
Stonehouse, Beth Couter 
  

 

 
Weekly Memorial 

Altar Bread & Wine:  Frank Loretto 
 
 
 
 

Readings for the week 
The Epiphany of the Lord 
Sunday 
Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
Monday 
Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Mt 3:13-17  
Tuesday 
Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28 or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12; 
Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28 
Wednesday 
Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday 
Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45 
Friday 
Heb 4:1-5, 11; Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday 
Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17 
 

 
 
 
 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 
 
Saturday, January 7, 2023  
10am Special Intention 
5pm Theresa Castaldi, Pat Buckley 
 
Sunday, January 8, 2023 The Epiphany of The Lord 
7am Raymond Nebus 
9:30am Sabato & Angelina Gugliemini,  
 Antoinette Gugliemini 
11:30am John Savino, Ronald E. Costanzo 
1:30pm Special Intention 
 
Monday, January 9, 2023 
10am Marie Vendola 
 
Tuesday, January 10, 2023  
10am Marie Vendola 
 
Wednesday, January 11, 2023    
10am George Ellis 
 
Thursday, January 12, 2023   
10am    Raymond Nebus 
  
Friday, January 13, 2023   
10am Biaggio Vaia 
 
Saturday, January 14, 2023  
10am Fr. Augustine Back 
5pm Theresa Castaldi 
 
Sunday, January 15, 2023 
7am Sherry Lopez 
9:30am Veronica Pillittier, Ralph Kelly, Lou Keller 
11:30am Biaggio Vaia, Linda Lamana 
1:30pm Special Intention 
 
  
TITHING – GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING  ST. 
MICHAEL’S HAS BEEN A TITHING PARISH SINCE 
1988. 
 
Sunday, December 25, 2022 $13,085.00 
WeShare   $1,725.50 
Sunday, January 1, 2023  $4,934.00 
WeShare   $2,245.50 
Solemnity of Mary  $999.00 
WeShare Solemnity of Mary $170.00 
Repair & Renovation  $1,823.00 
WeShare Repair & Renovation $286.00 
 
 
 

 



   From Deacon Rich 
 

Homily from January 1, 2023 

     Today is the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother 

of God.  Mother of God and our Mother too.  When 

we think of Mary, what comes to mind?...  Caring, 

concerned, virgin, obedient, focused…  We can and 

should look to her as a model of how to be as a 

Christian Catholic person.  How is your relationship 

with Mary?  She is perfect, and she is Jesus’ mother 

and our mother.  Probably one of our most well-

known prayers is prayed to her asking her 

intercession.  Are we thinking of her when we pray 

it?  Or are we distracted and just saying words?  By 

the way, this prayer teaches us something that is 

extremely important to us.  Do you know what?   Hail 

Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you…   

      In this prayer we ask Mary to intercede for us at 2 

of the most important times of our entire lives here on 

earth!  Now and at the hour we die!  Maybe because I 

am getting older, I am thinking more and more of the 

hour of death.  I am more and more aware of death 

because of the loss I have experienced and especially 

the loss seen in our parish.  I’m getting closer to it too 

I guess, but I want to speak more about now, now.  I 

have learned and am still learning how important now 

really is…   I want to understand better and maybe 

help you understand better why now is the most 

important time in our life!  When do we ask Mary to 

pray for us?  Now!   We ask our Blessed Mother to 

pray for us sinners, NOW…   She is our Mother.   She 

goes to her Son on our behalf.   We talk to Jesus and 

she talks to Jesus about and for us.  That is His Mom, 

He listens to her!  How amazing is this!?!?  

    Now, is interesting because it is always present but 

fleeting at the same time.  Now is the only thing we 

should be concerned with…  Does that mean we don’t 

plan, of course not!  Planning is OK only when we are 

obedient to God and His Will for us.   We have to be 

open to Him.   His Will is perfect.   And our plans are 

far from perfect as we know, right?  We have to be 

obedient to His Will otherwise, things can get real 

ugly and messy.  Think about it…  When was the last 

time you planned something, and it didn’t go as 

planned?  If you fight the fact that it didn’t go as you 

planned and you try to force or move things around, it 

usually gets worse, doesn’t it?   It is the old adage; 

everything happens for a reason.  And that reason is 

God’s Will.  You can fight it, be angry, upset, sad…   It 

is still His Will.  If we concern ourselves with those 2 

most important times, now and at the hour of death, 

it makes it easier to not only accept His Will but 

actually understand it and be thankful for it.  I find in 

a tough or scary situation, if we just concern ourselves 

with now, it is much easier to get through or figure 

out because we are asking for wisdom and fortitude 

and perseverance, now.  It is when we look forward 

and think about what could happen or try to figure 

out this or that…  Two things happen, we are missing 

the graces and what is going on, now, and we have no 

control over the future anyway.  How amazing is this, 

our Faith lets us see or realize how good and wise 

God is in our lives.  Especially when we don’t get 

what we want or when something bad happens…  He 

loves us!  A good and quick example I can offer you is 

when I got let go from NJT after 14 months!   I was 

devastated, crushed…  It was terrible!  I failed.  I did 

everything I could…  I studied all the time!  I took a lot 

of time away from my family.  Missed vacations 

even…  And I still got let go.   

     Here is the thing though, I got a new job, doing 

what I did my whole career, for a great company, 

making good money to support my family, working 

business hours from home, sitting at my dinning room 

table looking at our pond, I have plenty of vacation 

time…  If I got the job I always wanted and thought I 

should have, driving a train, all of those things would 

not be…   I would have been low man, working 

holidays, weekends, nights, never seeing my family, 

including you, my parish family.  I never would have 

gotten the time to go on vacation or our pilgrimages.  I 

fought His Will for me for a while with this.  I was 

angry, sad, upset…  Why me, why didn’t I make it.  

Well, thanks be to God, I now know why I didn’t 

make it.  If I had just done what I was supposed to do, 

stay in the now, trusting His will for me., I would’ve 

saved myself and my family a whole lot of grief and 

angst…  Keep praying.  Ask Mary to pray for us 

sinners, NOW!  

 

 

 



From Deacon John 

Homily from January 1, 2023 

Mary, the Holy Mother of God. 

Today, the church celebrates the Solemnity of 

Mary, the Holy Mother of God. While that is a 

great feast day in the universal church, to us here in 

the United States she is even more special 

as she is our patroness. While the theological 

significance of Mary, perpetually virgin, Mother 

of God, are awe inspiring, I would like to put a 

more practical and tangible understanding about 

her role in our lives. 
 
 

Today is more than just the beginning of a new 

year; it is the opportunity to start fresh with a 

clean slate. We all contemplate the resolutions and 

improvements we hope to achieve in the 

coming year, and for most of us they will be long 

forgotten by the second week in January. One 

reason for this is in our human condition. We are 

naturally great procrastinators, and we are in 

need of constant motivation and inspiration in 

order to keep us focused on our goal. When left 

to our own devices we tend to lose focus. 
 

I want to offer you an alternative to the same old 

empty promises and unfilled resolutions. It is 

not complicated or difficult, but I can guarantee 

that with minimal effort on your part your life 

will change for the better and your troubles will 

become more manageable. All I’m asking is for 

you to start praying one rosary a day. It all boils 

down to trust, and all I am asking you to do is 

trust in Mary, the Mother of God. 
 

Our country and the entire world are divided, and 

the situation is way out of our control, yet we 

have an advocate in Our Lady who wants to 

intercede for us and help us. All we have to do is 

ask her. Throughout history, our Lady has 

interceded and changed the course of history; I will 

share just two. The battle of Lopanto in 1571 had 

the Christian navies outgunned and 

outnumbered by the invading Turks. They joined 

Pope Pius V in a rosary crusade and defeated 

these invading Muslims. In more recent times, in 

the last century after World War II, a rosary 

crusade by the Austrian people prompted the 

Soviet Union to withdraw without firing a shot. 

This evil empire, who had been spreading their 

errors throughout Europe and Asia, abruptly 

decided to abandon this critically strategic country 

at the crossroads of Europe. Our lady is a 

warrior when she needs to be, and the impossible is 

routine for her. Our troubles today are 

right up her alley. Are we willing to let her help us? 
 

The easiest way to start is to pick up a Rosary. That 

little string of beads is the weapon that 

defeats even the darkest and most terrifying evil. 

While this might seem an over simplification, 

yet with very little effort on our part we can begin 

to turn our anxiety and turmoil into peace 

and contentment. We do our part and she 

magnifies and intercedes for us. 
 

We waste so much time on the insignificant things 

in our lives, T.V., internet, or video games, 

yet we can’t seem to find a few moments for prayer. 

The worries and stress of life can become 

much easier to deal with when we share them with 

our Blessed Mother. She takes our cares, 

worries and concerns to her son and constantly 

intercedes for us. All we have to do is ask, yet 

many of us are so distracted by the troubles and 

tribulations of daily life we forget the mother 

who loves us and wants to help us. 
 

My New Years challenge to you would be to test 

her in this. While scripture says “you shall not 

put the Lord to the test” our Blessed Mother 

challenges us to test her. Throughout the 

centuries she has appeared and the messages have 

been the same: repent, pray for the 

conversion of sinners, and pray the rosary. If you 

really want to change the world and your life 

for the better, I’m asking you to listen to your 

mother who loves you. Give her a chance. I can 

tell you that for me, many years ago, my spiritual 

conversion began with a 54 day rosary novena 

and it continues to this day. What have you got to 

lose? Sometimes the most difficult situations 



are solved with the simplest solutions. 
 

So, this New Year perhaps it’s time to get out of the 

same old rat race of stress, anxiety and 

grief. Pick up your rosary and ask your mother for 

help. 

 

 

  
YOUTH MINISTRY 

Youth Ministry meetings are on Mondays 
at 7:00pm in the Youth Ministry room. 

If you would like to join or if you have any questions, 
please email me at 

youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org 
~Nicole 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
  
Sessions resume this week as follows: 

• No Family Session in Jan. 

• Level 1 - Confirmation I:   9:30 mass followed by 

class   

• Confirmation II:  class at 10:15 am followed by 11:30 

am Mass.  

• NET group resumes 1/15/23.   

 

Confirmation SERVICE forms 

• NET and Confirmation II: forms for Nov. and Dec. 

are due now 

• Confirmation I: form for first quarter Oct, Nov and 

Dec. service was due 12/31 

 

Confirmation Mass sheets: signed sheets are due at the 

end of every month!   

 

Confirmation II and NET: Sponsor Paperwork due 

1/10/23.   Please hand in blue info form AND signed 

Sponsor form TOGETHER.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Tax Donation Information 
St. Michael Chuch will not be sending out  

2022 tax statements. 

If you need a copy of your donations,  

please email office.admin@stmichaelnetcong.org 

with your name, address and envelope number. 

------------------------------ 

Please register for envelopes or WeShare if you 

would like credit for tax purposes. 

 

 
 
 

 
Happy Birthday to Margaret Lamanna 

On December 30, 2022 she turned 101  
God Bless You! 

 

 

 
EPIFANÍA DEL SEÑOR 
Sunday 
Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
Monday 
Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Mt 3:13-17  
Tuesday 
Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28 or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12; 
Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28 
Wednesday 
Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday 
Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45 
Friday 
Heb 4:1-5, 11; Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday 
Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17 
Domingo  
Lunes 
Martes 
Miércoles 
Jueves  
Primer Viernes  
Primer Sábado  

mailto:youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org
mailto:office.admin@stmichaelnetcong.org


Budd Lake
DINER

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER
P: 973-691-9100  F: 973-691-9137

Voted Best 24 Hour Diner in Morris County

~ Take-OuT available ~

Try Rita’s
Famous

Cheesecake

All CookingDone On
Premises

PLUMBING 
PROBLEMS?

Call...

Drains · Faucets · Toilets · Water Heaters · Your Plumbing 

$25 OFF
Your Next Plumbing Drama!
Must be presented at time of service. Applies only to work performed. 

No cash value. Not to be combined with any other offer.

We’ll never ask how it happened!

973-398-0875
NJ License #10597 - All work is guaranteed!

thepoliteplumber.com

“A GreAt DentAl experience ...
With a Gentle touch!”

22 Howard Blvd., Suite 104 Mount arlington, nJ 07856

We provide many services for the entire family:
Cleanings · Digital X-Rays · CosmetiC Fillings · PoRCelain laminates · CRowns & BRiDges
Root Canals · imPlant RestoRations · Full & PaRtial DentuRes · PeRioDontal gum CaRe 

glo whitening · new “Cutting-eDge” Digital imPRessions

www.MtArlinGtonFAMilyDentistry.coM

eMAnuel cAtAniA, DMD · peter serrAtelli, DDs

973-770-3322
info@mtarlingtonfamilydentistry.com

®

Kenneth B. Beckman D.M.D.
FAMILY, COSMETIC AND PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY

(973) 347-0080
78 MAIN STREET • NETCONG, NEW JERSEY 07857

222 RIDGEDALE AVE., CEDAR KNOLLS • 315 BROAD ST., BLOOMFIELD

★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902

 Personal Injury • Workers’ Compensation • Social Security DisabilityCertified By tHe SupreMe 
Court of new JerSey aS

a workerS CoMpenSation 
law attorney lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

049A (MV) - St. Michael, Netcong   FOR ADS CALL: (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC · P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

“The Home of Quality & Creativeness” 
All Major Credit 
Cards Accepted

 by Phone
Awarded
Top 250
Florist

OPEN
 M-F 9-6
SAT 9-5

1-800-800-4051 • 49 Main St., Netcong
www.netcongvillageflorist.com

www.NetcongFuneral.com

Robert E. Kanapaux, Manager - N.J. Lic. 3215
Melissa A. Kanapaux, Funeral Director - N.J. Lic. No. 4523

973-347-0165
31 Main Street · Netcong, NJ 07857

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

NETCONG VILLAGE FLORIST
  PLANT NOOK & GIFT SHOP

973-347-4050

Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support
Our Parish

MAIN ROAD, LANDING                           NEW JERSEY 07850

Leber-Lakeside
 FuneraL Home

Joseph R. Cinotti
DiReCtoR

NJ Lic. No. 4098

MiChael J. Cinotti
pResiDent & ManageR

NJ Lic. No. 4228
973-398-3000

Catholic Families Serving Catholic Families
Continuing Joseph J.A. Cinotti’s Commitment To Family Service

MARGARET ROSS

Cell 973.713.0570 • Office 973.601.1212
Peggi.Ross@yahoo.com
Your Local Expert

HOUSE 
VALUES


