The Church of Saint Michael
January 14, 2024

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intentions for the Week,

Please remember in your prayers those who have
died: Anthony Arbolino Jr., Patricia Deignan

Please remember in your prayers the sick of our
parish: (please call the office to add names for the new year)

Weekly Memorial
The Altar Bread and Wine is in memory of:
Al Deceased Parishioners

Readings for the week
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday
1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; 1 Cor 6:13¢c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42
Monday
1Sm 15:16-23; Mk 2:18-22
Tuesday
1Sm 16:1-13; Mk 2:23-28
Wednesday
1Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Mk 3:1-6
Thursday
1Sm 18:6-9,19:1-7; Mk 3:7-12
Friday
1 Sm 24:3-21; Mk 3:13-19
Saturday

2 Sm 1:1-4,11-12,19, 23-27; Mk 3:20-21

Saturday, January 13, 2024
10am  Sheila Kelly
5pm  Biaggio Vaia, Dominick “Donnie” Arbolino

Sunday, January 14, 2024
7am  Lester Guerra

9:30am Dominick Arbolino Jr.
11:30am Biaggio Vaia

1:30pm Special Intention

Monday, January 15, 2024
10am  Sherry Lopez

Tuesday, January 16, 2024
l0am  Mario Francomacaro

Wednesday, January 17, 2024
10am  Saint Anthony, Abbot

Thursday, January 18, 2024
10am John Bauer

Friday, January 19, 2024
10am  Michael Rudinsky

Saturday, January 20, 2024

10am  Louis DiBernard

5pm  Deceased members of the
Buckley & Pell Families

Sunday, January 21, 2024

7am  Special Intention

9:30am Ronald E. Costanzo, Dominick Arbolino, Jr.

11:30am Dave Stonehouse, Mark Stonehouse,
Dominick Arbolino

1:30pm Special Intention

Weekly Donations
Sunday, January 7, 2024 $3.201.00
WeShare $2,078.00

With your ongoing generosity, we are able to continue

the many ministries that we have here at
Saint Michael Church.



From Fr. Mike

Back in seminary, news was shared with us about a
priest, who came to the seminary to help, was
found dead, from a self-inflicted gunshot wound, in
the rectory. Fr. Paul was ordained in 2005 and had
been serving as a priest for 5 years (he was 42 years
of age.) The reason why I share with you this sad
and tragic memory is to underline and emphasize
that priests are human too. Priests have families,
friends, pasts, likes, dislikes, good days, bad days,
crosses, some deal with addiction and mental
health issues, they live and yes, even die. In other
words, priests are human just like everyone else. In
this particular case, it seems that Father Paul was
taking prescribed medication (the particular
reason is unknown) and one of the side effects, was
possible suicidal thoughts. His parish was
honestly shocked as he seemed to be a rather
positive, happy and joy-filled priest.

Another reason I share with you this tragic memory
is to emphasize the need to pray for your priests;
your parish priest, your local priests, your diocesan
priests and even priests throughout the world.
Being a priest in 2024 is no easy task. At Fatima,
our Blessed Mother said: “pray much for priests!”

Several years ago, I met a man, who after many
months, said to me “Bishop Sheen said you should
always tell your priests that you love them and 1
wanted to tell you that I love you.” After every mass
that T saw him, he would say “I love you father!” to
which I would respond “love you too and I couldn’t
do it without you.”

I share with you this “beautiful” story because this
one man (along with many others) knew the gift of
his priest. For he knew that without a priest there
is no Eucharist and without the Eucharist, there is
no Church. Knowing that he loved me was such a
great comfort, but knowing that he prayed for me,
was one hundred times greater. I remember asking
his daughter if I could come and join them for
dinner because I could not believe he was this kind
all the time. Well after having broken bread with
them in their home, I realized that I was wrong. He
indeed was truly a gentle, kind, generous, loving,
humble and faithful Catholic man.

The reason why I am sharing these stories with
you is not to solicit your words of “love” at the end
of Mass, but more importantly, to request that
you pray for me and all priests; the good the bad
and even the ugly. We must remember that it is

the priest that we go to in our best times and
usually in our worse. He is the one that we come
to share the joy of a wedding, a baptism or First
Holy Communion. He is also the one that comes
and sits by your side at the death of your loved
ones. He is the one that prays with you and for
you. He is the one that (hopefully) brings God
closer to you and you closer to God. However, if
you find that he does not do these things, then
pray for him. If you find yourself having great
difficulty loving your priest or even liking him,
pray for him. Again, [ am not speaking only about
me, but for all my brother priests.

Remember that after each Mass, which most of
you come to once a week, father has to celebrate
at least three or four more before he goes home
alone. When you celebrate Christmas, Easter,
Thanksgiving, New Years, etc. with your spouses,
children and families, he does not do the same.
For it is by his promise of celibacy (forsaking the
Sacrament of Marriage) that he chooses to put
you and your families before any of his own. This
is a sacrifice that he willingly and knowingly
makes for his parishioners.

Remembering Father Paul made me realize how
frail and fragile some priest’s lives truly are. Just
like there are many lawyers, judges, nurses,
doctors, police officers, etc. that are not perfect at
their jobs, priests are no different. Once again, if
you have a priest that you know is less than
perfect at his “job,” pray for him. I have always
found it amazing that many priests are most loved
either when they leave the parish or when they
die.

[ remember coming to Saint Michael Church
seven years ago and one of the first homilies
which I gave when I said: “I never wanted or
asked to come here, but now that I am, I promise
to give you 1009% of myself.” One parishioner
jokingly and constantly reminds me that I came
“just in time.” Whether this was part of God’s
plan or some other person’s will, I am here and I
continue to give you 1009% of myself, as T am still
committed to “working together in ministry to
serve the Lord.” If you still do not like me after
seven years, then pray for me and pray for my
brother priests. May God give His strength, His
perseverance and His peace to all those who serve
in the “person” of Christ at the altar, at the
baptismal font, in the confessional and at the

bedside.




Cuando estaba en el seminario, nos compartieron
la noticia sobre un sacerdote que vino al
seminario para ayudar y fue encontrado muerto,
con una herida de bala autoinfligida, en la
rectoria. El Padre Paul fue ordenado en 2005 y
habia estado sirviendo como sacerdote durante 5
anos (tenia 42 anos). La razon por la que
comparto contigo este recuerdo triste y tragico es
para subrayar y enfatizar que los sacerdotes
también son humanos. Los sacerdotes tienen
familias, amigos, pasados, gustos, disgustos, dias
buenos, dias malos, cruces, algunos lidian con
adicciones y problemas de salud mental, viven y
si, incluso mueren. En otras palabras, los
sacerdotes son humanos como cualquier otro. En
este caso particular, parece que el Padre Paul
estaba tomando medicamentos recetados (la
razon especifica es desconocida) y uno de los
efectos secundarios era la posibilidad de
pensamientos suicidas. Su parroquia estaba
sinceramente impactada, ya que parecia ser un
sacerdote bastante positivo, feliz y lleno de
alegria.

Otra razon por la que comparto contigo este
recuerdo tragico es para enfatizar la necesidad de
orar por tus sacerdotes; tu parroco, los sacerdotes
locales, los sacerdotes diocesanos e incluso los
sacerdotes de todo el mundo. Ser sacerdote en
2024 no es tarea facil. En Fatima, nuestra
Santisima Madre dijo: {"oren mucho por los
sacerdotes!".

Hace varios anos, conoci a un hombre que,
después de muchos meses, me dijo: "El obispo
Sheen dijo que siempre deberias decirles a tus
sacerdotes que los amas, y queria decirte que te
quiero”. Después de cada misa que lo veia, ¢l decia
'ite quiero, padre!" a lo que yo respondia "te quiero
también y no podria hacerlo sin ti".

Comparto contigo esta historia "hermosa’ porque

este hombre (junto con muchos otros) conocia el
regalo de su sacerdote. Sabia que sin un sacerdote

no hay Eucaristia y sin la Eucaristia no hay Iglesia.

Saber que me amaba fue un gran consuelo, pero
saber que oraba por mi fue cien veces mayor.
Recuerdo haberle preguntado a su hija si podia ir
a cenar con ellos porque no podia creer que fuera
tan amable todo el tiempo. Después de compartir
pan con ellos en su hogar, me di cuenta de que
estaba equivocado. Realmente era un hombre
catolico gentil, amable, generoso, amoroso,
humilde y fiel.

La razon por la que comparto estas historias
contigo no es para solicitar tus palabras de "amor’
al final de la Misa, sino, mas importante atn, para
pedirte que ores por miy por todos los sacerdotes;
los buenos, los malos e incluso los feos. Debemos
recordar que es al sacerdote a quien acudimos en
nuestros mejores momentos y generalmente en los
peores. Es aquel a quien recurrimos para
compartir la alegria de una boda, un bautizo o la
Primera Comunion. También es aquel que viene y
se sienta a tu lado en la muerte de tus seres
queridos. Es aquel que ora contigo y por ti. Es
aquel que (con suerte) acerca a Dios a tiy te
acerca a Dios. Sin embargo, si encuentras que no
hace estas cosas, entonces ora por €. Si
encuentras que te resulta muy dificil amar a tu
sacerdote o incluso gustarte, ora por ¢l.
Nuevamente, no hablo solo de mi, sino de todos
mis hermanos sacerdotes.

Recuerda que después de cada Misa, a la que la
mayoria de ustedes viene una vez a la semana, el
padre tiene que celebrar al menos tres o cuatro
mas antes de irse a casa solo. Cuando celebras
Navidad, Pascua, Accion de Gracias, Afio Nuevo,
etc., con tus conyuges, hijos y familias, él no hace
lo mismo. Es mediante su promesa de celibato
(renunciando al Sacramento del Matrimonio) que
elige poner a ustedes y sus familias antes que
cualquiera de sus propias necesidades. Este es un
sacrificio que hace de manera voluntaria y
consciente por sus feligreses.

Recordar al Padre Paul me hizo darme cuenta de
cuan fragiles son algunas vidas de sacerdotes. Asi
como hay muchos abogados, jueces, enfermeras,
médicos, policias, etc., que no son perfectos en sus
trabajos, los sacerdotes no son diferentes. Una vez
mas, si tienes un sacerdote que sabes que no es
perfecto en su "trabajo’, ora por ¢€l. Siempre me ha
parecido sorprendente que muchos sacerdotes
son mas queridos cuando abandonan la parroquia
o cuando mueren.

Recuerdo haber llegado a la Iglesia de San Miguel
hace siete afos y uno de los primeros sermones
que dije fue: "Nunca quise ni pedi venir aqui, pero
ahora que estoy aqui, prometo darte el 100% de mi
mismo". Un feligrés bromeando me recuerda
constantemente que llegué 'justo a tiempo'. Ya
sea que esto fuera parte del plan de Dios o de la
voluntad de otra persona, estoy aqui y sigo
dandote el 1009% de mi mismo, ya que sigo
comprometido a 'trabajar juntos en el ministerio



para servir al Sefior". Si atin no te gusto después
de siete anos, entonces ora por mi y ora por mis
hermanos sacerdotes. Que Dios dé su fuerza,
perseverancia y paz a todos aquellos que sirven en
la "persona’ de Cristo en el altar, en la pila
bautismal, en el confesionario y junto a la cama.

Faith Formation

Level 1-6, OSPRE and New Beginnings and
Confirmation I:

e 9:30 am Mass followed by class.
Confirmation Il and NET:

e 1/21: Class and Mass

Confirmation SERVICE forms

o NET, Confirmation | and Confirmation II: form(s) for
Christian service work completed in Oct., Nov. and
Dec. are due now

Confirmation Mass sheets: signed sheets are due at the
end of every month!

Confirmation Il and NET: Sponsor Paperwork due
1/30/24—NO EXCEPTIONS. Please hand in blue info
form AND signed Sponsor form TOGETHER.

=~ First Reconciliation: for children preparing to
;s{\} 7 receive the Sacrament; Sat. Jan. 27 at 11 am

in the church. Snow date ~ Feb. 3 at 11 am

Youth Ministry

Join us for Youth Ministry Meetings (8th grade to senior
high school) every Monday evening at 7:00pm in the
Youth Ministry room. All Youth are Welcome!

No meeting on January 1 or 8. See you on January 15.

Adoration Chapel

If you're looking for an hour of peace and silence,
come spend it with Jesus.
Open hour - Friday at noon
Contact:
Andrea 201-874-8769 or Marie 732-895-7972

Food Pantry

Our pantry is in need of the following:
® Tuna fish

® Canned vegetables

® Canned spaghetti

® Toilet paper

® Tissues

Thank you for your generosity.

Tax Donation Information
St. Michael Chuch will not
be sending out 2023 tax statements.

If you need a copy of your donations,
please email office.admin@stmichaelnetcong.org
or call the parish office with your
name, address and envelope number.

SEGUNDO DOMINGO EN TIEMPO ORDINARIO

Domingo

1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; 1 Cor 6:13¢-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42
Lunes

1Sm 15:16-23; Mk 2:18-22

Martes

1Sm 16:1-13; Mk 2:23-28

Miércoles

1Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Mk 3:1-6
Jueves

1Sm 18:6-9,19:1-7; Mk 3:7-12

Viernes

1Sm 24:3-21; Mk 3:13-19

Sabado

2 Sm 1:1-4,11-12, 19, 23-27; Mk 3:20-21

SEGUNDO DOMINGO EN TIEMPO ORDINARIO

Primera Lectura: 1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19

Esta impresionante historia describe a Samuel, quien era
en ese tiempo el siervo del gran sacerdote. El Senor
llamo a Samuel, quien dos veces penso que lo habia
llamado Eli. Poco a poco se dio cuenta de que habia sido
el Senor quien lo habia llamado. La tercera vez Samuel
respondio y el Sefior permaneci6 con Samuel a medida
que éste crecio.

Segunda Lectura: 1 Corintios 6:13c-15a, 17-20

San Pablo explica a los corintios que sus cuerpos son un
templo del Espiritu Santo. Les dice que eviten conducta
lasciva, y que glorifiquen a Dios manteniendo sus
cuerpos limpios.

Evangelio: San Juan 1:35-42

Juan dijo a dos de los discipulos que Jests es el Cordero
de Dios. Ellos se volvieron y lo siguieron,
inmediatamente curiosos y atridos a €l. Andrés le dijo a
su hermano Simon sobre Jests. Simon también vino a
conocer a Jesus, quien lo llamo Cefas, o Pedro.
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