
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

St. Basil the Great Church 
Dushore, PA 

 
 
St. John Neumann Shrine 
Sugar Ridge, PA 

 

         St. Francis of Assisi Church 
        Mildred, PA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          St. Francis of Assisi Chapel 
          Eagles Mere, PA 
 

 
P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 
(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 

Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 
Website ~ ihmdushore.com 

 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
Or by appointment 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish  
October 9th, 2016 ~ Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place 
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on 
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the 
pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are leaving the parish, please notify 
the office before you leave).  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to 
God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number 
of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 
9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months 
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health 
care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of 
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Twenty-eighth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Sunday, October 9th, 2016 
 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: 2 Kings 5:14-17 
Elisha cures Naaman of leprosy, which convinces 
Naaman that there is only one God.  Naaman then 
asks to take some loads of soil from Israel, so that he 
can worship and make sacrifices to the one true God 
on his own land. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 98 
 

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-13 
Paul reminds Timothy that Christ rose from the dead 
so that many people could be saved.  Paul was being 
treated as a criminal and kept in chains but says, 
“There is no chaining the word of God!”  Paul also 
says, “If we die in Christ we will live in him.  But if we 
deny him, he will deny us.” 
 

Gospel: Luke 17:11-19 
Jesus cures ten lepers, but only one returns to express 
gratitude for being healed.  Jesus is disappointed that 
only one gave thanks to God, but tells that one, “Your 
faith has been your salvation.” 
 

DAILY READINGS 
Monday  

Gal 4:22-24,26-27,31—5:1; Ps 113; Lk 11:29-32 
Tuesday ~ Saint John XXIII, Pope 
Gal 5:1-6; Ps 119; Lk 11:37-41 

Wednesday  
Gal 5:18-25; Ps 1; Lk 11:42-46 

Thursday 
Eph 1:1-10; Ps 98; Lk 11:47-54 

Friday ~ Saint Callistus I, Pope, Martyr 
Eph 1:11-14; Ps 33; Lk 12:1-7 

Saturday ~ Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin, Doctor of the 
Church 

Eph 1:15-23; Ps 8; Lk 12:8-12 
Sunday ~ TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

TIME 
Ex 17:8-13; Ps 121; 2 Tm 3:14 – 4:2; Lk 18:1-8 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Our People 

     In the Gospel reading, Jesus cleanses ten lepers, 
but only one of them turns back to thank Jesus.  That 
one is a Samaritan.  Samaritans aren’t really part of 
God’s people.  They were separated from God’s 
people earlier in their history. 
     In a different Gospel reading Jesus tells a Greek 
woman in Sidon, who persists in her requests for him 
to heal her daughter, that he was sent only to the 
lost sheep of Israel.  Greeks are not part of God’s 
people either; they are even more outsiders than 
Samaritans are. 
     But here is an odd thing to notice:  Jesus does heal 
the daughter of the Greek woman after all.  He cured 
the Samaritan leper, too. 
     So was Jesus confused when he said he was sent 
only to the lost sheep of Israel?  Or, if his job really is 
to minister only to his own people, then why did he 
give such powerful gifts of healing, such tender care, 
to the Samaritan leper and the Greek woman?  After 
all, they aren’t part of his people.  And he said he was 
sent only to the lost sheep of Israel. 
     The solution to this puzzle lies in the First reading.  
Namaan, the leper who comes to Elisha, the Israelite 
prophet, to be healed, is a Syrian.  Not only are 
Syrians not part of God’s people; they are in fact 
among the enemies of God’s people.  They worship 
an alien God.  But Elisha heals Namaan anyway. 
     And then look what happens.  Namaan asks if 
Elisha will give him some dirt to build an altar to 
Elisha’s God.  When Elisha healed him, Namaan 
became committed to the true God.  He wants dirt 
from Israel for an altar so that he can worship the 
God of Israel when he goes home to Syria.  So 
Namaan comes to Elisha as a Syrian, but he leaves 
Elisha as a worshiper of the Lord. 
     A similar point holds of the Samaritan leper, and 
even of the woman in Sidon.  They become one of 
Jesus’ own, because of Jesus’ care for them.  “Your 
faith has saved you,” Jesus says to the Samaritan 
when he returns to Jesus.  To the Greek woman in 
Sidon who won’t leave him, Jesus says, “Great is your 
faith!” 
     In doing a miracle for the Greek woman in Sidon 
Jesus was in fact caring only for the lost sheep of 
Israel.  By loving the Samaritan leper and the Greek 
woman, the Lord found his own people everywhere. 
     The lesson for us is clear, isn’t it?  Treat him with 
gentleness and care, and the person in front of you, 
hostile to all you hold dear, may in the end turn out 
to be one of the Lord’s own people. 

~ Eleonore Stump 
 



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, October 8 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Mass for the People 
Sunday, October 9 
6:45 – 7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred John P. Stabrylla by T. A. Stabrylla 
9:30 AM Dushore Sophia Barry by Jim & Mary Lou  
  McCamley 

**************************************** 
Clergy Conference and Retreat Week 

No Daily Mass 
 

*************************************** 
Saturday, October 15 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Anita Sysock by Dee & Ron Kulsicavage 
Sunday, October 16 
6:45 – 7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Virginia Fitzgerald by the family 

 

In the kindness of your prayers, please pray for the 
repose of the soul of Patricia Finan Hill.  As she 
shared in the suffering of Christ, so may she now 
share in the glory of the risen Savior in heaven. 

 

Confirmation Classes will be held every other 

Sunday evening from 5:00 to 6:30 PM in St. 

Francis of Assisi Rectory.  The next class will be 

on Sunday, October 16th.  
 

The parish office will be closed on Monday, 
October 10th and Friday, October 14th this week.   

 

Healing Mass ~ Monday, October 17, 2016 

St. Mary’s Church, Wyalusing 

Msgr. John Esseff will celebrate a Healing Mass hosted 

at St. Mary’s of the Assumption Church, Route 6, 

Wyalusing on Monday, October 17th.  Confessions will 

be heard at 6 PM, promptly followed by the Mass of 

Healing at 7 PM. 

For more information, please contact Marilyn Burke at 

570-746-1280. 
 

Living Water: 

Christian Novelist Flannery O’Conner has written: 

“You cannot understand life and its mysteries as 

long as you try to grasp it.  Indeed, you cannot grasp 

it, just as you cannot walk off with a river in a 

bucket…To have running water you must let go of it 

and let it run.  The same is true of life and of God.”  

From a work by Saint Teresa of Avila, virgin 
Let us always be mindful of Christ’s love 

     If Christ Jesus dwells in a man as his friend 

and noble leader, that man can endure all things, 

for Christ helps and strengthens us and never 

abandons us.  He is a true friend.  And I clearly 

see that if we expect to please him and receive 

an abundance of his graces, God desires that 

these graces must come to us from the hands of 

Christ, through his most sacred humanity, in 

which God takes delight.   

     Many, many times I have perceived this 

through experience.  The Lord has told it to me.  

I have definitely seen that we must enter by this 

gate if we wish his Sovereign Majesty to reveal 

to us great and hidden mysteries.  A person 

should desire no other path, even if he is at the 

summit of contemplation; on this road he walks 

safely.  All blessings come to us through our 

Lord.  He will teach us, for in beholding his life 

we find that he is the best example. 

     What more do we desire from such a good 

friend at our side?  Unlike our friends in the 

world, he will never abandon us when we are 

troubled or distressed.  Blessed is the one who 

truly loves him and always keeps him near.  Let 

us consider the glorious Saint Paul:  it seems that 

no other name fell from his lips than that of 

Jesus, because the name of Jesus was fixed and 

embedded in his heart.  Once I had come to 

understand this truth, I carefully considered the 

lives of some of the saints, the great 

contemplatives, and found that they took no 

other path: Francis, Anthony of Padua, Bernard, 

Catherine of Siena.  A person must walk along 

this path in freedom, placing himself in God’s 

hands.  If God should desire to raise us to the 

position of one who is an intimate and shares his 

secrets, we ought to accept this gladly. 

     Whenever we think of Christ we should recall 

the love that led him to bestow on us so many 

graces and favors, and also the great love God 

showed in giving us in Christ a pledge of his 

love; for love calls for love in return.  Let us 

strive to keep this always before our eyes and to 

rouse ourselves to love him.  For if at some time 

the Lord should grant us the grace of impressing 

his love on our hearts, all will become easy for 

us and we shall accomplish great things quickly 

and without effort. 



Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
 

October 1st & 2nd, 2016 

$4,184.00 
Care & Education of Priests 

$743.11 
 

October Second Collections 
October 22nd & 23rd ~ World Mission Sunday 

October 29th & 30th ~ Heat & Eat Fund 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Word of LifeWord of LifeWord of LifeWord of Life:  “If you know someone … who has 

had an abortion, express your sympathy for her 

loss.  Assure her of God’s unconditional love, and 

encourage her to seek healing and forgiveness.”  

www.HopeAfterAbortion.org. 
~ “Bridges of Mercy for Post-Abortion Healing” 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
 

Patron of the Week  

Miller’s Hardware & Building Supplies 

Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin.  
 

Know Someone Interested in Becoming a 
Catholic? 

     These lazy and often hazy days of summer 
afford each of us the opportunity to contact 
those persons whom we know have shown 
interest in learning about the Catholic faith.  
By reason of our baptism into Christ, each 
of us is obligated to reach out in God’s 
name.   
     Help awaken the seed of faith in others!  
Encourage them to become part of The 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish RCIA Program 
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults).  It is a 
process designed for adults who have heard 
God’s word and seek to enter more deeply into 
the way of faith of the Catholic Church. 
     For more information please contact Donn 
Tourscher at 928-9361 or the parish office at 
928-8865. 
 

Knights News 
Knights of Columbus  
Breakfast Buffet 

Sunday, October 23rd 
8:00 to 11:30 AM 

St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore 

Liturgical Ministers for October 15th & 16th        
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore    D. Homer, J. Lambert, R. Tourscher 
     7:30 AM Mildred     H. Clark, J. Doyle 

     9:30 AM Dushore    J. & D. McDonough 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    J. Shoemaker  
     7:30 AM Mildred     R. Gumble  
     9:30 AM Dushore    D. Hallam, S. Wilcox 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:30 AM Mildred      R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore    N. & C. Werner  

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore    J. & E. Richlin 
     7:30 AM Mildred      R. Hope 
     9:30 AM Dushore    M. & K. Evangelisti, J. Rouse 

 

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald 

145 Kings Highway; Apt 307 
Dover, DE 19901 

Airforce SSGT Amber Adams 
 

Gardeners Wanted! 
Do you love flowers?  Do you like to garden?  
St. Francis of Assisi Church in Mildred needs 
you!  We have 7 flower beds that need some 
tender loving care.  You can plant a bed in 
memory of family members, a parish 
organization or mission Church can plant a 
bed.  A plaque with the name of the family or 
group will be placed in the bed.  Please contact 
the parish office for more information.   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Weekend is In-Pew Commitment 

Weekend 

Diocesan Appeal materials and pledge cards will be 

distributed to all parishioners during Masses 

celebrated next weekend.  If you have not already 

done so, please make your pledge to help the 

thousands of people who will directly benefit from 

your caring support.  Everyone at Mass will be 

asked to complete the pledge form, whether or not 

they have made a pledge or intent to pledge.  You 

are also invited to list your personal prayer 

intentions on the inside pledge form and to attend 

a special Mass of Thanksgiving to be held at St. 

Peter’s Cathedral, Scranton, on Sunday, November 

20 at 10:00 AM.  Your intention will be 

remembered at this Mass celebrated by Bishop 

Joseph C. Bambera.  Prayer intentions are welcome 

whether or not you make a gift to the Diocesan 

Annual Appeal.  Thank you. 
 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you to the Knights of Columbus for 

properly disposing of the broken TV/VCR in the 

school and replacing it with a new DVD player 

and gently used large TV! 

Mrs. Kathleen Clark, DRE 

 

Praise and Thanks 
Naaman the Syrian leper-
general washes clean, 
following the instructions of 
God’s prophet Elisha.  Jesus 
heals the lepers by his own 
Word and a foreigner returns to give thanks.  
Naaman hauled away dirt from the Holy Land 
to make a holy place.  The healed Samaritan 
leaves praising God and full of faith in the 
Messiah.  For us Christians, God’s presence is 
not confined but is wherever we gather to 
praise the Lord.  There we are nourished and 
healed in the Eucharist, our thanksgiving.  How 
do you praise God? 
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C.  Illustration 
© 2001 K. Sullivan.  Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, STD © 2001, 
OCP.  All rights reserved. 

24th Annual Night at the Races 
Friday, November 18th, 2016 
St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore 

 Sandwich Buffet: 5:45 PM   
Post Time: 6:45 PM 

  A Sandwich Buffet will be served 
starting at 6:00 PM, and the first 

of ten races will begin with a 6:45 PM 
“Post Time.” You can “Buy A Horse(s)” for 
$10.00, and if your horse wins a race you 
gain a $50.00 prize. For more information 
and tickets please contact Dean Homer, Bob 
Getz, Bob Hurley, Jerry McMahon, Jim Souto, 
Nathan Chase, Mark Evangelisti, Martina 
Denmon or John Shoemaker.  Special 1st, 5th 
&10th Races $100 a Horse ($500 prize).  Call 
928-8932 or email 
pdean@homerfuneralhome.com to reserve 
your horse. Please be sure to name your 
horses and mail you check, payable to IHM 
Parish, to P. Dean Homer, P O Box 1, 
Dushore, PA   18614-0001, (570) 928-8932. 
 

Religious Ed Teachers/Aide Needed 

The IHM Religious Education Program needs to 

fill the following positions for the 2016-2017 

school year: 

First Grade Teacher (every other week) 

Sixth Grade Teacher 

If you are interested in sharing the faith with 

children, please contact Kathleen Clark, DRE  at 

hayes.clark@frontiernet.net or Diane Fowler at 

the Parish Office,  570-928-8865. 
 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations to the following winners of the 
IHM Bazaar Raffle! 

    

Week Week Week Week 5555    
          $25.00   Kira Barron 
          $25.00   Dawn Lambert  
          $15.00   Jairus Tourscher   
          $15.00   Shawn Crawford  
          $10.00   Marty Burgman  

Week Week Week Week 6666    
          $25.00   Sharon Pedro 
          $25.00   Vernon Ambrosius  
          $15.00   Sue Mullen  
          $15.00   Barbara Muller  
          $10.00   Joan Doyle 



“Marginal” People 
     “The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving 

power.”  That is the essence of our faith, and it is the 

focus of today’s liturgy.  Naaman in the first reading 

and the Samaritan in the Gospel both experience the 

saving power of God. 

     The wonderful deeds of the Lord should elicit 

several reactions from us. 

     The first is gratitude to God, like the cured 

Samaritan who was the only one to return and give 

thanks to God. 

     The second is worship, like Naaman, who vows: “I 

will no longer offer holocaust or sacrifice to any other 

god except to the Lord.” 

     The third is action on behalf of others, as we pray 

in the opening prayer:  “May our love for you express 

itself in our eagerness to do good for others.” 

     God has blessed us with a wonderful earth and 

filled it with a beautiful family of brothers and sisters.  

As Christians, we are called to have thankful worship 

of God, expressed in care for the lepers and blind 

people of our day – the poor, hungry, and homeless, 

the victims of war and oppression, the suffering and 

dying. 

     We are to “sing to the Lord a new song” in a new 

world where lepers and the blind are welcomed back 

into society. 

     The central meaning of Jesus’ ministry is bound up 

with the fact that he sought the company of people 

who, for one reason or another, were forced to live on 

the fringe of society. 

     These he made the special object of his attention, 

declaring that the last would be first and that the 

humble would be exalted in his Father’s kingdom. 

     The church finds its true identity when it fully 

integrates itself with these ‘marginal’ people including 

those who suffer from physical and psychological 

disabilities. 

~US Bishops, Pastoral Statement on Handicapped People, 

1978:12 

~Gerald Darring  

 
  

  

 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish Fall Bazaar  

Sunday, November 6th 
The Immaculate Heart of 

Mary Parish Fall Bazaar 
will be held on Sunday, 
November 6th, in St. 

Francis Hall in Mildred from 12:00 to 5:00 PM.  
Theme baskets are available at the back of the 
churches.  Be sure to take one and stuff it full 
of items you would like, such as children’s 
toys, pet supplies, art supplies, etc.  Return the 
baskets to the Parish Office in Mildred or to St. 
Basil’s Church by November 1st.   

Donations Needed 
Basket of Cheer – wines, whiskeys, cheese 
balls, crackers, etc. 
Baked Goods – We need pies, cakes, cookies, 
cupcakes, fudge, breads, etc., for the bake sale. 
Christmas Store – Christmas items that are in 
good condition to be sold at the store. 
New Items – New craft items, hunting clothes, 
winter wreaths, fall and winter center pieces, 
etc. to be chanced off throughout the day. 
Food Baskets – Items for our food baskets, 
canned vegetables, fruit, coffee, cereal, etc.   
Helpers Needed – If anyone is willing to help 
in any way, please call 570-928-8730 or 570-928-
8276. Thank you for your help.    

~The Bazaar Committee 
  

What is a faithful man to do in the chaos of 

events which seem to swallow him up?  He must 

sustain himself calmly by faith.  Faith will make 

him adore the eternal plan of God.  Faith will 

assure him that to those who love God all things 

work together for good.” 

~Blessed William Joseph Chaminade 

  
 

 



 


