
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 

(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 

Website ~ ihmdushore.com 
 
 
 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Or by appointment 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish  
December 4th, 2016 ~ Second Sunday of Advent 

 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place 
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on 
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the 
pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are leaving the parish, please notify 
the office before you leave).  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to 
God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number 
of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 
9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months 
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health 
care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of 
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Second Sunday  
of Advent 

 

 
 

Sunday, December 4th, 2016 
 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 
In this beautiful passage, a messianic prophecy, 
Isaiah exults in the coming of the Lord, who will 
bring justice and peace for all. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 72 
 

Second Reading: Romans 15:4-9 
Paul reveals to us the necessity of living in peace 
and harmony.  His words, “Accept one another, 
then, as Christ accepted you, for the Glory of God,” 
are as needed today as they were in Paul’s own 
time. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 
A comparison is made between the destruction 
caused by the flood in Noah’s time and the need to 
be prepared for the second coming of Christ.  “You 
must be prepared in the same way.  The Son of Man 
is coming at the time you least expect.” 
 

DAILY READINGS 
Monday 

Is 35:1-10; Ps 85; Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday ~ Saint Nicholas, Bishop 

Is 40:1-11; Ps 96; Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday ~ Saint Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor of the 

Church 
Is 40:25-31; Ps 103; Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday ~ THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Gn 3:9-15,20; Ps 98; Eph 1:3-6,11-12; Lk 1:26-38 
Friday ~ Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 

Is 48:17-19; Ps 1; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday 

Sir 48:1-4,9-11; Ps 80; Mt 17:9a,10-13 
Sunday ~ THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Is 35:1-6a,10; Ps 146; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 

Second Sunday of Advent 
     What things make you grateful?  In this time of 
troubles?  Maybe there aren’t any. 
     But maybe Advent is a time to rummage around 
your mind and look for some.  You don’t have to 
solve all the problems, just get some balance. 
     Your family.  The dog.  Your own life in its 
wonder and mystery even with all its losses and 
tangles.  Trees shedding their leaves, wise about 
the snow and cold to come.  The ability to see, if 
indeed you can do so.  The holy darkness for those 
who cannot. 
     And a paradox:  the shocking smallness of your 
own self.  This is good news, not bad.  You are not 
the center of the universe.  You do not have to 
control everything or your neighborhood or even 
your own home.  You can rest in God’s everlasting 
arms and act when you can to help others.   
     Once any of us gets a peek at how much God is 
giving, then gratitude might be on its way.  You 
and I do very little to “deserve” the mysterious 
goodness around us and in us.  We are not required 
to be worthy of it because God gives everything 
out of pure generosity and love.  God gazes in 
wonder at the world and each person in it, and 
says, “You are worth it.  I will never leave you.  Let 
me in.”  Such a gift. 
     Perhaps this gift is not tendered to you right 
now.  Maybe life simply has too many problems, 
real problems.  If so, then as you open your Advent 
eyes you will need to wait.  God’s delicate care for 
you and for us all is on the way.  Maybe this year 
you will see a bit of it. 
     A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from 
his roots a bud shall blossom.  The spirit of the Lord shall 
rest upon him: a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
a spirit of counsel and of strength. 
     God takes joy in small things.  God will help us 
poor ones in the wrongs of this life.  “He shall 
judge the poor with justice, and decide aright for 
the land’s afflicted.”  He does not erase trouble, he 
loves us within in. 
     If you cannot catch a glimpse of God’s intimate 
love “for each hair on your head,” then you must 
wait.  God labors to give each creature the gift of a 
lifetime.  It is well worth it.  Open your eyes.  Wait 
to see. 
     All shall be well, and all shall be well, every manner of 
thing shall be well. 
     The shoot of Jesse is sprouting fast.  

~ John Foley, SJ 



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, December 3 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Fr. Joe & Mary Ann Hornick by Ron & Dee  
  Kulsicavage 
Sunday, December 4 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Frank & Emma Ambs and Fred & Mary  
  Hollenback by their family 
Tuesday, December 6 
9:00 AM Mildred Eugene Weisbrod by Dennis & Debbie Hill  
  & family 
 

**************************** 
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED 

VIRGIN MARY 
Wednesday ~ December 7 (Vigil) 
7:00 PM Dushore Mass for the People 

Thursday ~ December 8 
9:00 AM Mildred ~ Deceased members of the Altar & Rosary 

Society by the Altar & Rosary 
7:00 PM Dushore ~ Deceased members of the Altar & Rosary 

Society by the Altar & Rosary 
 

***************************** 
Friday, December 9 
9:00 AM Dushore Randy, Bernadette & Nathan Weaver by  
   Sylvia Richlin 
Saturday, December 10 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Richard Harney by Marie, Willie & Jim 
Sunday, December 11 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Esperia Stortini by the John Lambert family 

 

In Loving Memory 
The Sanctuary Candle in St. Basil’s 

Church is burning in loving memory of  
Fr. Joe by Bill & Janet Hawke 

 

From a commentary on Isaiah by Eusebius of 
Caesarea, bishop 

The voice in the wilderness 
     The voice of one crying in the wilderness:  Prepare 
the way of the Lord, make straight the paths of our 
God.  The prophecy makes clear that it is to be 
fulfilled, not in Jerusalem but in the wilderness:  
it is there that the glory of the Lord is to appear, 
and God’s salvation is to be made known to all 
mankind. 
     It was in the wilderness that God’s saving 

presence was proclaimed by John the Baptist, 
and there that God’s salvation was seen.  The 
words of this prophecy were fulfilled when 
Christ and his glory were made manifest to all: 
after his baptism the heavens opened, and the 
Holy Spirit in the form of a dove rested on him, 
and the Father’s voice was heard, bearing 
witness to the Son:  This is my beloved Son, listen to 
him. 
     The prophecy meant that God was to come to 
a deserted place, inaccessible from the 
beginning.  None of the pagans had any 
knowledge of God, since his holy servants and 
prophets were kept from approaching them.  
The voice commands that a way be prepared for 
the Word of God:  the rough and trackless 
ground is to be made level, so that our God may 
find a highway when he comes.  Prepare the way 
of the Lord:  the way is the preaching of the 
Gospel, the new message of consolation, ready to 
bring to all mankind the knowledge of God’s 
saving power. 
     Climb on a high mountain, bearer of good news to 
Zion.  Lift up your voice in strength, bearer of good 
news to Jerusalem.  These words harmonize very 
well with the meaning of what has gone before.  
They refer opportunely to the evangelists and 
proclaim the coming of God to men, after 
speaking of the voice crying in the wilderness.  
Mention of the evangelists suitably follows the 
prophecy on John the Baptist. 
     What does Zion mean if not the city 
previously called Jerusalem?  This is the 
mountain referred to in that passage from 
Scripture:  Here is mount Zion, where you dwelt.  
The Apostle says:  You have come to mount Zion.  
Does not this refer to the company of the 
apostles, chosen from the former people of the 
circumcision? 
     This is the Zion, the Jerusalem, that received 
God’s salvation.  It stands aloft on the mountain 
of God, that is, it is raised high on the only-
begotten Word of God.  It is commanded to climb 
the high mountain and announce the word of 
salvation.  Who is the bearer of the good news 
but the company of the evangelists?  What does 
it mean to bear the good news but to preach to 
all nations, but first of all to the cities of Judah, 
the coming of Christ on earth? 



Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 

November 26th 27th, 2016 

$4,704.40 

Fuel Collection 

$495.22 
December Second Collections 

December 3rd & 4th ~ Care & Education of Priests 

December 10th & 11th ~ Retirement Fund for 

Religious 

December 17th & 18th ~ Building & Maintenance 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Word of LifeWord of LifeWord of LifeWord of Life:  “Pope Francis invites us to 

understand more deeply our relationships with 

God, one another, and the rest of creation, and to 

live accordingly.  ‘Everything is connected,’ he 

reminds us. (LS 91).” 
~ “Serene Attentiveness to God’s Creation,” 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
 

Patron of the Week  

The Kilmer Group 
Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin.  

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
We will soon begin the first stage of the RCIA 

process, the Inquiry Period.  If you are an adult 

who has no religious affiliation and desires to 
become Catholic please contact Donn Tourscher 

at 928-9361 or the rectory, 928-8865.  The 

Inquiry Period is so named because the 

participants are asking questions about the 
Catholic Faith.  We also invite to these Inquiry 
sessions individuals who have been Baptized but 

not catechized, that is, have not received the 
Sacraments of Holy Eucharist and/or 
Confirmation.  The RCIA process culminates 

when we receive these men and women into the 
Catholic Faith during the Easter Vigil.   
 

Live Nativity – Sunday,  
December 18th 

St. Basil’s Hall 
The Religious Education Classes will be 
celebrating the season of Christmas 

with a Live Nativity in St. Basil’s Hall on 
Sunday, December 18th at 11:00 AM.  All are 

welcome to attend. 

Liturgical Ministers for December 10th & 11th            
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore    T. Finan 
     7:30 AM Mildred     K. Bohensky 
     9:30 AM Dushore    D. Fite 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    R. Green   
     7:30 AM Mildred     R. Gumble  
     9:30 AM Dushore    J. Lambert, S. Wilcox 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:30 AM Mildred      R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore    N. & C. Werner  

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore    C. & C. A. Gindele 
     7:30 AM Mildred      R. Hope 
     9:30 AM Dushore    M & K. Evangelisti, T. Karaban 

 

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald 

145 Kings Highway; Apt 307 
Dover, DE 19901 

Airforce SSGT Amber Adams 
 

JJJJANUARY ANUARY ANUARY ANUARY CCCCALENDAR ALENDAR ALENDAR ALENDAR RRRRAFFLE AFFLE AFFLE AFFLE TTTTICKETSICKETSICKETSICKETS    
The IHM Parish January Calendar Raffle 
tickets will soon be in your mailbox, just 

in time to begin (or finish) your 
Christmas shopping!  They make great 
stocking stuffers and are wonderful for 

that person on your list who’s hard to buy 
for.  Don’t forget, if you buy 5 you get one 

free!  Tickets are also available at the 
parish office in Mildred.   

 



 
 

Your gift can do it!! If you have not yet pledged, 

please help us reach our Annual Appeal Parish 

Goal! 

On behalf of all who will benefit, we convey our 

gratitude to all of our parishioners who have made 

a gift to the 2016 Diocesan Annual Appeal.  Each 

donation truly matters.  If you have not made a 

pledge and wish to help our parish reach our goal, 

please call the Diocesan Development Office at 

570-207-2250 to make a pledge or give a gift by 

credit card, mail a gift to the Diocesan Appeal 

Office at 300 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, Pa 

18503, or give online at 

www.DioceseofScranton.org.  Our parish is 

reimbursed 75% for any gifts made to the Appeal in 

excess of our Appeal goal. 
 

Appeal Update: 
Our Parish Goal: $41,000 

Total Raised: $33,615 
Amount under:  -$7,385 

Percentage of Parishioners Pledged  

33.62% (158 out of 468 families) 
 

Star Tree 
The Star Tree is back this year in our 

parish!  In the back of each church is a 

tree with star ornaments on it.  Please 

take an ornament and purchase an 

appropriate gift to match the tag, 

return the unwrapped gift to the back 

of either church with the ornament 

attached to it.  If possible, please also include a 

roll of wrapping paper with your gift.  Please 

return the gift by December 11.  The Star Tree 

provides for the less fortunate people in our 

community.  ‘Tis the season for giving and 

sharing!  If you have any questions, please call 

Anne McDonough at 570-721-1267.  PLEASE 

RETURN ALL STAR TREE GIFTS TO EITHER CHURCH BY 

DECEMBER 11TH! 

Night at the Races Thank You 
Thank you to Bob & Doreen Hurley, Don Wilhelm, 
Dushore Beverage, Leo Lambert, Zach West, Bob & 
Mary Getz, Martina Denmon, Donn Tourscher, the 
kitchen crew, Kevin Rohe, Denise & Jim Moser, Jerry 
McMahon, Nathan Chase, Mark Evangelisti, Jim 
Souto, Melissa Souto, John Shoemkaer, John Andrew 
Shoemkaer, Tuck McMahon, Lew Hope, Jr., and Dean 
Homer.  Thank you to all of you, and to anyone who is 
missing, for your help in making this a successful race 
night.  Approximately $11,000.00 was netted from this 

fundraiser. 
 

Building and Maintenance Committee 
In consultation with the Finance Council, we 
have decided to form a Building and 
Maintenance Committee.  We are looking for 

people who are knowledgeable in the areas of 

heat and furnace, plumbing, electrical, law, 
property laws, and landscaping.  The three main 

objectives of this committee will be safety, codes 

and violations, and general maintenance and care 

of our properties.  The committee will report in 
consultation with the pastor to the members of 

our parish to inform and help raise awareness of 

the needs of our properties.   Please contact the 
parish office at 570-928-8865 or email at 
ihmparish@frontier.com.  
 

Lessons and Carols 
 Saturday, December 17th  

immediately following the 4:00 PM 
Mass, approximately at 5:15 PM.   

Come join us!!! 
 

IHM Parish Spaghetti Supper Thank You 
Thank you to all who helped to make the IHM 

Parish Spaghetti Dinner last Sunday such a great 

community success – to all who helped 

organize, cook, set up, tear down, serve, and of 

course, eat!  After all the bills were paid, 

approximately $1,000 was made.  Thank you! 
 

The Dushore Music Club will present 
their annual Christmas Concert on 

Sunday, December 11th, 2016 at 2:00 
PM in St. Basil’s Parish Hall. Come 

and join your friends and neighbors to 
hear your favorite Christmas music! Free 
admission – refreshments will be served.   



Christmas Mass Intentions 
In your envelope packet you will find an envelope 
listed for the Christmas Mass Intentions.  Please 
write the intentions on the outside of the envelope 
or if you desire you may use a sheet of paper and 
place it in the envelope together with your 
offertory.  As always these envelopes can be placed 
in any of our collections.  These intentions will be 
remembered at all the masses on Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day and throughout the Christmas 
season. 

 

Advent Reconciliation Service  
Our parish will celebrate the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation on 

Sunday, December 4th at 4:00 PM in 
St. Basil’s Church, Dushore.  The 

priests of the Deanery will be with us and 
available to help in the celebration of this 

wonderful sign of God’s love and forgiveness. 
 

 

Additional Area Penance Services 
St. Mary’s, Wyalusing 

Sunday, December 4th, 2:00 PM 
St. Michael’s, Canton 

Sunday, December 11th, 2:00 PM 
St. Peter & Paul, Towanda 

Sunday, December 11th, 4:00 PM 
Epiphany, Sayre 

Sunday, December 18th, 3:00 PM 
 
 

Baptism:  You Have Clothed Yourself in 

Christ 

We welcome Lydia Grace Broschart 

and Parker Joseph Maynard into our 

faith community.  Lydia and Parker were 

baptized on Sunday, November 27th in St. Basil’s 

Church.  
 
 
 

 

Retirement Fund for Religious 

December 10th & 11th, 2016 

Aging religious need your help.  Thousands of 

senior sisters, brothers, and religious order 

priests spent years working in Catholic schools, 

hospitals, and agencies – often for little pay.  

Their sacrifices leave their religious communities 

without adequate savings for retirement and 

eldercare.  Your gift to the Retirement Fund for 

Religious collection helps provide prescription 

medication, nursing care, and more.  Please give 

to those who have given a lifetime. 
 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
Christmas Mass Schedule 

 Christmas Eve-December 24th 
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

7:00 PM   St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
10:00 PM   St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

(Masses on Christmas Eve will begin with 30 minutes of 
Christmas Caroling) 

Christmas Day-December 25th 
9:30 AM   St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 

The Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception 

Thursday, December 8th, is the 
Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception.  This is a Holy Day of 
Obligation, the Patronal Feast 

Day of our Nation.  The Mass 
schedule for the vigil and the day 
is as follows: 

Wednesday, December 7th 
7:00 PM St. Basil’s Church 
Thursday, December 8th 
9:00 AM St. Francis of Assisi 
7:00 PM St. Basil’s Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


