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Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 
(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 

Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 
Website ~ ihmdushore.com 

 
 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
Or by appointment 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish  
January 22nd, 2017 ~ Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place 
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on 
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the 
pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are leaving the parish, please notify 
the office before you leave).  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to 
God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number 
of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 
9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months 
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health 
care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of 
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Third 
Sunday in 
Ordinary 
Time 

 

Sunday, January 22nd, 2017 
 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 8:23b—9:3 
The prophet Isaiah describes the anguish of a 
conquered people, but he promises that they will 
triumph and will see a great light as on the “day of 
Midian.” 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 27 
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10 – 13, 17 
Paul speaks to the Corinthians with both anger and 
indignation because they are quarreling among 
themselves as to whom they should show 
allegiance.  Some wish to follow Paul; some, Peter; 
others Apollos; others, Christ. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 
Jesus begins his mission by going to Capernaum, 
fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah.  He selects Peter, 
Andrew, James and John as his disciples, inviting 
them to be “fishers of men.” 
 

DAILY READINGS 
Monday ~ Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 

Unborn Children; Saint Vincent, Deacon, Martyr; 
Saint Marianne Cope, Virgin 

Heb 9:15,24-28; Ps 98; Mk 3:22-30 
Tuesday ~ Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop, Doctor of 

the Church 
Heb 10:1-10; Ps 40; Mk 3:31-35 

Wednesday ~ THE CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL THE 
APOSTLE 

Acts 22:3-16; Ps 117; Mk 16:15-18 
Thursday ~ Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops 

2 Tm 1:1-8; Ps 96; Mk 4:21-25 
Friday ~ Saint Angela Merici, Virgin 

Heb 10:32-39; Ps 37; Mk 4:26-34 
Saturday ~ Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Doctor of 

the Church 
Heb 11:1-2,8-19; (Ps) Lk 1:69-75; Mk 4:35-41 

Sunday ~ FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Zep 2:3,12-13; Ps 146; 1 Cor 1:26-31; Mk 5:1-12a 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     Why does a single candle in a window have such great 
charm for us? 
     Picture it in your mind and then compare it to a room 
with forceful florescent lights giving every nook and 
cranny equal light, lots of it, no shades of grey, and the 
wrinkles and imperfections of a human face wanting to run 
and hide because all their mess is made very obvious.   
     Now think of a room lit by candles.  Somehow the better 
parts of each face are brought out.  The flaws are left 
kindly in the background.  Such lighting pardons our 
imperfections and gives us a holy glow. 
     Well, Jesus is that kindly light.  Not a powerful 
searchlight from which no flawed, scrabbling thing can 
escape.  A simple person, a forgiver of souls and a quiet 
observer of human faces. 
     But wait, isn’t Jesus a brilliant light?  A relief from the 
gloom that we all walk in? 
     The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has 
shone. (First Reading) 
     The great light, the Savior, the light of lights, the 
Messiah. 
     Yes, but the Gospel shows us a man walking simply 
along the Sea of Galilee like an ordinary person.  Strolling. 
In other words, a humble man, a small beam of light, dim 
like the rest of us.  How is he a “great light?” 
     Maybe he is a lively person, one that people are 
attracted to.  Maybe he is a hero that you and I would 
automatically want to follow.  Two sets of brothers do 
drop everything and follow him – the sons of Zebedee, or 
“sons of thunder,” as Jesus will call them later.  They are 
not fools.  They would not just follow anyone.  Jesus must 
have been a very appealing person. 
     Did these brothers see him as a “great light”?  Did they 
believe that grave darkness would be dispelled by him?  
Common sense has to say no.  He was only a quiet glow, 
the candle in the window.  The only thing the brothers 
knew was that they wanted to be with him. 
     The good thing they could see at this point was that 
Jesus’ light was not florescent, spotlighting every craggy 
cranny of people’s lives.  That his armies did not savage all 
in their path?  Not a huge bolt of lightning, but, impossibly, 
a candle flame, a quiet flicker, one that hurricane winds 
tried and tried to put out, but could not.  Maybe Christ’s 
light was great, yes, but in a new way, one that looked 
quite ordinary and diffused. 
     Pope Benedict XVI put it like this:  God’s sign is 
simplicity.  God’s sign is the baby.  God’s sign is that he makes 
himself small for us.  This is how he reigns.  He does not come 
with power and outward splendor.  He comes as a baby – 
defenseless and in need of our help.  He does not want to 
overwhelm us with his strength.  He takes away our fear of 
his greatness.  He asks for our love; so he makes himself a 
child. 
     Child?  Yes.  Somehow the greater that greatness 
becomes, the smaller it seems to our earthly eyes.  The true 
nature of goodness is revealed in the divine/human man 
named Jesus.  Come let us adore.   

~John Foley, SJ 



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, January 21 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Rose Gregori by Dee Dee & family 
Sunday, January 22 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Kathy Doyle by Mike & Christine Skurecki 
Monday, January 23 
9:00 AM Dushore Francis Richart by Joseph Soden 
Tuesday, January 24 
9:00 AM Mildred John Guglielmi by the family 
Wednesday, January 25 
9:00 AM Dushore Michael Klem by Bill & Peggy Black 
Thursday, January 26 
9:00 AM Mildred Helen Kriel by Michael &  Lee Kriel &  
  family 
Saturday, January 28 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Barbara Andrewlavage by Ron & Dee  
  Kulsicavage 
Sunday, January 29 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Sandra J. Gulich by Tim & Marge Dailey 

 

In Loving Memory 
The Sanctuary Candle in St. Basil’s Church is burning 
in loving memory of John, Lucille & Christine Kern by 

Bill & Janet Hawke 
 

The Sanctuary Candle in St. Francis of Assisi Church is 
burning in loving memory of John Guglielmi by the 

family 
 

2016 Financial Statements of Parish 
Support 

Please contact the rectory if you would like your 
financial statement of parish support mailed to you.  
Statements will not be sent out unless the rectory is 
notified.  You may also stop in at the parish office 
and pick it up.   

 

Confirmation Class 
Sunday, January 22, 2017 ~ 5:00 pm 
St. Francis of Assisi Rectory, Mildred 

 

In the kindness of your prayers, please pray for 
the repose of the soul of Judson Battin.  As he 
shared in the suffering of Christ, so may he now 
share in the glory of the risen Savior in heaven. 

From the treatise On Spiritual Perfection by 
Diadochus of Photice, bishop 
All our love must be for God 

     No one who is in love with himself is capable of 
loving God.  The man who loves God is the one who 
mortifies his self-love for the sake of the immeasurable 
blessings of divine love.  Such a man never seeks his 
own glory but only the glory of God.  If a person loves 
himself he seeks his own glory, but the man who loves 
God loves the glory of his Creator.  Anyone alive to the 
love of God can be recognized from the way he 
constantly strives to glorify him by fulfilling all his 
commandments and by delighting in his own abasement.  
Because of his great majesty it is fitting that God should 
receive glory, but if he hopes to win God’s favor it 
becomes man to be humble.  If we possess this love for 
God, we too will rejoice in his glory as Saint John the 
Baptist did, and we shall never stop repeating:  His fame 
must increase, but mine must diminish. 
     I know a man who, though lamenting his failure to 
love God as much as he desires, yet loves him so much 
that his soul burns with ceaseless longing for God to be 
glorified, and for his own complete effacement.  This 
man has no feeling of self-importance even when he 
receives praise.  So deep is his desire to humble himself 
that he never even thinks of his own dignity.  He fulfills 
his priestly duty by celebrating the Liturgy, but his 
intense love for God is an abyss that swallows up all 
consciousness of his high office.  His humility makes 
him oblivious of any honor it might bring him, so that in 
his own estimation he is never anything but a useless 
servant.  Because of his desire for self-abasement, he 
regards himself as though degraded from his office.  His 
example is one that we ourselves should follow by 
fleeing from all honor and glory for the sake of the 
immeasurable blessings of God’s love, for he has loved 
us so much! 
     Anyone who loves God in the depths of his heart 
has already been loved by God.  In fact, the measure 
of a man’s love for God depends upon how deeply 
aware he is of God’s love for him.  When this 
awareness is keen it makes whoever possesses it long 
to be enlightened by the divine light, and this longing 
is so intense that it seems to penetrate his very bones.  
He loses all consciousness of himself and is entirely 
transformed by the love of God. 
     Such a man lives in this life and at the same time 
does not live in it, for although he still inhabits his body, 
he is constantly leaving it in spirit because of the love 
that draws him toward God.  Once the love of God has 
released him from self-love, the flame of divine love 
never ceases to burn in his heart and he remains united 
to God by an irresistible longing.  As the Apostle says:  
If we are taken out of ourselves it is for the love of God; 
if we are brought back to our senses it is for your sake. 



Our Weekly Parish Offertory 
Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
January 14th & 15th, 2017  

$4,552.06 
Heat & Eat Fund 

$299.78 
January Second Collections 

January 28th & 29th ~ Campaign for Human 
Development 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Word of Life:  “From each tiny child waiting to be 
born, to individuals nearing death, all are precious 
and deserve our care and protection … Let’s ask 
God to make us channels of his loving mercy.” 

~ Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan, Chairman 
USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities 

2016 Respect Life Month Statement 
 

Patron of the Week  
Bill’s Hardware 

Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin.  
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
We will soon begin the first stage of the RCIA 
process, the Inquiry Period.  If you are an adult 
who desires to become Catholic please contact 
Donn Tourscher at 928-9361 or the parish office, 
928-8865.  We also invite to these Inquiry 
sessions individuals who have been Baptized but 
not catechized, that is, have not received the 
Sacraments of Holy Eucharist and/or 
Confirmation.   
 

St. Basil’s Calendar Raffle Winners       
Congratulations to the following winners of the 

St. Basil’s January Calendar Raffle!   
1/11/17 #882             $   50.00 

Linda Tourscher, Dushore 
 1/12/17 #376  $    50.00 

Karen Panichi, Dushore 
1/13/17 #524  $    50.00 

Ticket Not Sold 
1/14/17 #204  $    50.00 

Ticket Not Sold 
1/15/17 #145  $  100.00 

Ticket Not Sold 
1/16/17 #350  $    50.00 

Dean Homer, Dushore 

Liturgical Ministers for January 28th & 29th               
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore    D. Homer 
     7:30 PM Mildred     K. Bohensky 
    9:30 AM Dushore      J. McDonough 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    K. Homer   
     7:30 PM Mildred      R. Gumble  
     9:30 AM Dushore    J. Lambert, P. Wylie 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore   B. Tewell, C. Minier  

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore    J. Harney, J. & E. Richlin 
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Hope 
     9:30 AM Dushore   T. & M. Dailey, J. Wheeler  

 
A Prayer for our Military 

God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald 

145 Kings Highway; Apt 307 
Dover, DE 19901 

Airforce SSGT Amber Adams 
 

Marriage Help:  If your marriage is tearing the 
two of you apart, if there is little or no meaningful 
communication, if you are considering separation 
or divorce, then the Retrouvaille Program can 
help you.  Retrouvaille is helping couples put the 
pieces back together and to rediscover a more 
loving relationship.  The next local program will 
be February 24-26, 2017 at The Ramada Inn, 
Clarks Summit, PA.  Registration Required.  All 
calls confidential.  Cost is by donation.  For more 
information or to register call 1-800-470-2230 or 
visit www.helpourmarriage.org.  



2017 Church Calendars for the new year are 
available in the back of each church.  Thank 
you to Dean, Kay, Jeff & Kim Homer for the 
gift of the calendars! 
 

Diocesan Wedding Anniversary  
Mass Invitation  

His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C. 
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and 
the Office for Parish Life wish to invite couples 
celebrating their 25th or 50th wedding anniversary 
in 2017 to a diocesan Wedding Anniversary 
Mass on Sunday, June 11. The event includes a 
2:30 PM mass at St. Peter’s Cathedral followed by 
a reception. Requests for an invitation, with a 
mailing address, should be made through your 
pastor before March 13. 

 

 

Your gift can do it!! If you have not yet pledged, 
please help us reach our Annual Appeal Parish 

Goal! 
 

Diocesan Annual Appeal Update: 
Our Parish Goal: $41,000 

Total Raised: $36,575 
Amount under:  -$4,425 

Percentage of Parishioners Pledged  
37.23% (175 out of 468 families) 

 

 

March for Life 

Friday, January 27 

On Friday, January 27, Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Parish is once again sponsoring a bus to 
the March for Life in Washington D.C. This 
year the bus is mostly filled so that if you would 
like to go please call Rob Howard right away 
570-395-3417.  Last year weather caused a 
cancellation so the bus is mostly paid for.  The 
cost for additional riders is $30.  If you have 
never made a March for Life, you will be 
amazed at the hundreds of thousands filling 
Constitution Ave. on the way up Capitol Hill.    

Knights of Columbus Ham 
Dinner 

Friday, January 27  
4 – 7 PM 

St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore 
Mark Your Calendars! 

Knights of Columbus Sweetheart Breakfast 
Sunday, February 12th, 2017 

7:30 ~ 11:00 AM 
St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore 

Thank you to everyone who braved the weather 
to come out and support the Knights breakfast! 

 

Ecumenical Celebration of God’s Word on 
Wednesday, January 25, 2017 at 12:10 PM in 
the Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton 
     The Diocese of Scranton will again participate 
in the worldwide Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity, which is celebrated each year in January. 
     The Diocese of Scranton will host an 
Ecumenical Celebration of God’s Word in 
Wednesday, January 25, 2017 at 12:10 PM in the 
Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton.  There will be 
no 12:10 PM Mass that day in the Cathedral.  All 
are welcome to attend.  In addition, CTV: 
Catholic Television will broadcast the service 
live. 
     The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, 
D.D.,J.C.L., will preside, and Rev. Dr. Robert 
Zanicky of First Presbyterian Church in Wilkes 
Barre will deliver the homily. 
     Clergy and representatives from various 
Christian traditions and ecumenical agencies will 
be present.  Liturgical music will be provided by 
Saint Clare/Saint Paul School. 

 

A Eucharistic Minister is needed for a few hours 
each Thursday morning to help deliver 
communion to the homebound and nursing 
homes.  If you are interested in this very 
worthwhile ministry, please call Mary Guglielmi 
at 570-946-4580. 

Pastoral Council Meetings 
Wednesday, January 25 ~ 6:00 PM 

Tuesday, January 31 ~ 6:00 PM 
St. Francis Rectory, Mildred 



Light for the World 
     In today’s Gospel Matthew applies to Jesus 
the prophetic oracle of Isaiah:  “The people who 
walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon 
those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has 
shone.”  In like manner, the psalmist’s assertion 
that the Lord is my light is echoed in Jesus’ 
words:  “I am the light of the world; the man who 
follows me will have the light of life.” 
     Christianity is about light.  Just as Jesus is light 
to the world, so his church is to be light in a 
world of darkness.  Light enables the beauty of 
things to be seen, and we are called to make the 
beauty of the world shine.  But we are not to call 
attention to ourselves:  if you are aware of the 
light in a room, it is too bright.  Our vocation is 
for others, not ourselves. 
     Surrounded by discrimination, oppression and 
war, Christians are challenged to “be united in 
mind and judgment,” and they are directed by 
God’s love to “bring mankind to unity and 
peace.”  The light we bring to the world should 
lead in time to an end of all the world’s darkness:  
the alienation and oppression of peoples, the 
attacks on human life and dignity, and disrespect 
for God’s creation. 
     “A people living in darkness has seen a great 
light” 
The Church … serves as a leaven and as a kind of 
soul for human society as it is to be renewed in 
Christ and transformed into God’s family. … the 
Church not only communicates divine life to men, 
but in some way casts the reflected light of that 
life over the entire earth.  

~Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern 
World 

 

 

Campaign for Human Development 
January 28th & 29th, 2017 

     An estimated 43 million people live in poverty 
in the United States.  The Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development (CCHD) aims to help 
people break the grip of poverty and enhance 
their lives. 
     The annual national collection for the 
CCHD will be taken up on parishes in the 
Diocese of Scranton on the weekend of 
January 28-29.  The theme, “Working on the 
Margins,” focuses our attention on the poor and 
vulnerable who can often be overlooked. 
     This campaign is the primary source of 
funding for the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ anti-poverty grants and 
education programs aimed at fostering a culture 
of life and hope in communities across the 
nation. 

 

Catch Our Spirit … Celebrate Catholic Schools 
Week ~ January 29 – February 4, 2017 

Celebrate Catholic Schools Week by attending one of our 
Catholic School Open Houses!  You are invited to come 
experience our communities of faith and academic 
excellence.  From Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade, our 
students live their faith, challenge their minds, serve their 
communities, and build lifelong friendships.  For specifics 
about the Open Houses or for more information about our 
Diocesan Catholic Schools, including tuition assistance 
opportunities, please visit 
www.DioceseofScranton.org/CatholicSchools.  

 



 


