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P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 
 
 

 
 
 

Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 

(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 

Website ~ ihmdushore.com 
 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
Or by appointment 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish  
March 12th, 2017 ~ Second Sunday of Lent 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this 
place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His 
blessing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from 
the pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are relocating to a new parish, 
please notify the office before you move.)  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk 
to God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone 
number of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following 
the 9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required 
to attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six 
months prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day 
or night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or 
health care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture 
of life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart 

of Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Second Sunday of Lent 

 
Sunday, March 12th, 2017 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: Gen 12:1-4a 
God calls Abraham to leave his family and people and go 
to a new land.  God promises to make the people of 
this new nation great and to bless Abraham. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 33 
 

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1:8a-10 
Paul, from his place of imprisonment in Rome, writes 
words of encouragement to Timothy, telling him that 
Christ is for them everlasting life. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 
Wishing to reveal His glory to Peter, James and John, 
Jesus takes them to a mountain where he is transfigured 
before them.  When Peter exclaims that he will build 
three tabernacles here in honor of Jesus, Moses and 
Elijah, a voice from above proclaims: “This is My 
beloved Son on whom My favor rests.  Listen to him.” 

 
 

In the kindness of your prayers, please pray for 
the repose of the soul of Ronald E. Thomas and 
Carl “Joe” Broschart.  As they shared in the 
suffering of Christ, so may they now share in 
the glory of the Risen Savior in heaven. 

 

DAILY READINGS 
Monday 

Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79; Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday 

Is 1:10,16-20; Ps 50; Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday 

Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31; Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday 

Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1; Lk 16:19-31 
Friday ~ Saint Patrick, Bishop 

Gn 37:3-4,12:-13a,17b-28a; Ps 105; Mt 21:33-43,45-46 
Saturday ~ Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop, Doctor of 

the Church 
Mi 7:14-15,18-20; Ps 103; Lk 15:1-3,11-32 

Sunday ~ THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95; Rom 5:1-2,5-8; Jn 4:5-42 

Second Sunday of Lent 
The Promises of God 

     When God told Abraham to leave home, God 
was asking a lot of him.  The world was not a global 
village then.  Travel wasn’t easy; there were no 
planes, taxis or hotels.  Furthermore, leaving home 
was a decisive break with all the good of home, 
because going back for a visit was difficult or just out 
of the question entirely.  So leaving home then was a 
loss that we can’t imagine well anymore in our era of 
video calls and texting. 
     Still, when God told Abraham to leave, Abraham 
went. 
     Why did he go?  Presumably because he wanted 
what God offered him.  If Abraham left, God told 
him, then Abraham would become a great nation, and 
all the communities of the earth would find blessing in 
him.  That is a fairly stunning reward. 
     So Abraham, who had a great desire for that 
reward, obeyed God, left what was familiar and 
beloved to him, and wandered off as a stranger in a 
strange land. 
     And then notice what happened. 
     Abraham lived a very long time after this promise 
of God’s and he stayed faithful to God’s commands 
his whole life.  But by the time Abraham died, this is 
all he had: one son to carry on his posterity under 
this promise and two grandchildren.  By anybody’s 
estimation, this is a very small family.  Certainly, one 
son and two grandsons is not a great nation. 
     Furthermore, hardly any communities knew 
Abraham at all, let alone found a blessing in him.  The 
idea that all the communities of the earth would find 
blessing in him really would have been completely 
laughable at that time, wouldn’t it? 
     Of course, as we now see it, all Jews, Christians 
and Muslims are the Abrahamic peoples.  Many great 
nations are included among the Abrahamic peoples.  
All of them know Abraham and think that they find 
blessing in him. 
     And so God’s stunning promise to Abraham has 
been completely fulfilled. 
     But notice that he did not live to see it.  He had 
to take the fulfillment of God’s promise to him on 
faith. 
     So maybe Abraham is the father of faith because 
he was willing to stake his life on a promise whose 
fulfillment did not come in his lifetime on earth. 
     In this, he is not only the patriarch of the family of 
faith but also a pattern to follow for all those in his 
family. 

~Eleonore Stump 
 



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, March 11 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Frank Stabryla by the family 
Sunday, March 12 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Father Joseph Hornick by Rosemary  
  Finan 
 

**************************************************** 
The following is a listing of nearby daily Masses. 

St. Mary’s Church, Wyalusing (746-1006) 
12:00 PM Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 

Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Towanda (265-2113) 
8:30 AM Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 

Resurrection Parish, Muncy (546-3900) 
9:00 AM Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 

6:00PM Wednesday 
 

**************************************** 
 

Friday, March 17 
8:30 AM Dushore Stations of the Cross 
7:00 PM Mildred Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, March 18 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Edward Chrzanowski by Dee Ann, Rick,  
  Mitchell & Kara Pedro 
Sunday, March 19 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Grace Bohensky by Andrew, Megan &  
  Elise Bohensky 

 

In Loving Memory 
The Sanctuary Candles in St. Basil’s 

Church and St. Francis of Assisi Church 
are burning in loving memory of Bernadette 

& Nathan Weaver by the family 
 

The Altar Candles in St. Basil’s Church are 
burning in loving memory of Grace Bohensky by 

Bob & Mary Getz and family 
 

From a homily by Saint Asterius of 
Amasea, bishop 

Be shepherds like the Lord 
     You were made in the image of God.  If then 
you wish to resemble him, follow his example.  
Since the very name you bear as Christians is a 
profession of love for men, imitate the love of 
Christ. 
     Reflect for a moment on the wealth of his 
kindness.  Before he came as a man to be among 

men, he sent John the Baptist to preach 
repentance and lead men to practice it.  John 
himself was preceded by the prophets, who were 
to teach the people to repent, to return to God 
and to amend their lives.  Then Christ came 
himself, and with his own lips cried out:  Come to 
me, all you who labor and are overburdened, and I 
will give you rest.  How did he receive those who 
listened to his call?  He readily forgave them 
their sins; he freed them instantly from all that 
troubled them.  The Word made them holy; the 
Spirit set his seal on them.  The old Adam was 
buried in the waters of baptism; the new man 
was reborn to the vigor of grace. 
     What was the result?  Those who had been 
God’s enemies became his friends, those 
estranged from him became his sons, those who 
did not know him came to worship and love him. 
     Let us then be shepherds like the Lord.  We 
must meditate on the Gospel, and as we see in 
this mirror the example of zeal and loving 
kindness, we should become thoroughly 
schooled in these virtues. 
     For these, obscurely, in the form of a parable, 
we see a shepherd who had a hundred sheep.  
When one of them was separated from the flock 
and lost its way, that shepherd did not remain 
with the sheep who kept together at pasture.  No, 
he went off to look for the stray.  He crossed 
many valleys and thickets, he climbed great and 
towering mountains, he spent much time and 
labor in wandering through solitary places until 
at last he found his sheep. 
     When he found it, he did not chastise it; he did 
not use rough blows to drive it back, but gently 
placed it on his own shoulders and carried it 
back to the flock.  He took greater joy in this one 
sheep, lost and found, than in all the others. 
     Let us look more closely at the hidden 
meaning of this parable.  The sheep is more than 
a sheep, the shepherd more than a shepherd.  
They are examples enshrining holy truths.  They 
teach us that we should not look in men as lost 
or beyond hope; we should not abandon them 
when they are in danger or be slow to come to 
their help.  When they turn away from the right 
path and wander, we must lead them back, and 
rejoice at their return, welcoming them back into 
the company of those who lead good and holy 
lives. 



 

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 

February 25th & 26th, 2017 
$3,583.00 

Care & Education of Priests 
$677.91 

 

March Second Collections 
March 11th & 12th ~ Building & Maintenance 

March 18th & 19th ~ Heat & Eat Fund 
March 25th & 26th ~ Fuel Oil Fund 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Please note:  Every year at this time we usually have 
rough weather resulting in rough attendance that 
translates into very rough collections.    We depend 
on your generosity to help to fund the many ministries 
in our parish along with assessments, insurances, 
utilities and other expenses.  We understand that 
weather, illness and other unexpected circumstances do 
arise that make attending Mass difficult, but we ask 
you to please continue to contribute your weekly 
offering by mailing it to the rectory or putting it in the 
collection when you are able.   
 

Thank you for your consideration! 
 
Word of Life:  “To couples who cannot have children 

of their own, you are no less loved by God; your love 

for each other is complete and fruitful when it is open 

to others.” 
~Pope Saint John Paul II, February 13, 1982 Homily 

© 1982 Libreria Editrice Vaticana.  Used with permission 

 
Operation Rice Bowl 
Second Week of Lent  

Encounter Nutrition 
We encounter Evelina in Zambia as 

she and other mothers in her 
community learn new ways to provide nutritious 
meals for their growing children and families.  How 
do we ensure that those who are hungry have not 
only food but true nourishment? 

 

Patron of the Week 
Hurley’s Supermarket 

Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin.  
 

Liturgical Ministers for March 18th & 19th                
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore    T. Karaban 
     7:30 PM Mildred     J. Walsh 
    9:30 AM Dushore      D. Fite 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    D. Lambert, K. Homer   
     7:30 PM Mildred      S. Moyer  
     9:30 AM Dushore    J. Fite, J. Lambert 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore   N. & C. Werner  

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore   C. & C. A. Gindele 
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Hope 
     9:30 AM Dushore   C. & P. Wylie, J. Rouse 

 
A Prayer for our Military 

God our Father, walk through my house and take 
away all my worries; and please watch over and 
heal my family.  Heavenly Father, hold our troops 
in Your loving hands.  Protect them as they protect 
us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless 
acts they perform for us in this, our time of need.  
These things I humbly ask in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald 

145 Kings Highway; Apt 307 
Dover, DE 19901 

Airforce SSGT Amber Adams 
 
 

Diocesan Wedding Anniversary  
Mass Invitation  

His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C. 
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and 
the Office for Parish Life wish to invite couples 
celebrating their 25th or 50th wedding anniversary 
in 2017 to a diocesan Wedding Anniversary 
Mass on Sunday, June 11. The event includes a 
2:30 PM mass at St. Peter’s Cathedral followed by 
a reception. Requests for an invitation, with a 
mailing address, should be made through your 
pastor before March 13. 



 

Your gift can do it!! If you have not yet pledged, 
please help us reach our Annual Appeal Parish 

Goal! 
 

Diocesan Annual Appeal Update: 
Our Parish Goal: $41,000 

Total Raised: $37,780 
Amount under:  -$3,220 

Percentage of Parishioners Pledged  
(181 out of 468 families) 

 

 
Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor 
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any 
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law 
enforcement.  If you are a victim of sexual abuse 
committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay 
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you 
are encouraged to immediately report the matter to 
law enforcement.  If any priest, deacon, religious, lay 
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has 
cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been 
subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual 
abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement.  
In accordance with the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, reports 
of suspected child abuse should also be made 
immediately by phone to the 24-Hour Child Abuse 
Hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or electronically 
at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis 
     It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil 
and state regulations.  To this end, the Diocese is 
equally committed to adhering to the norms of the 
Code of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the 
USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People, which includes supporting victims of 
sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual 
well-being.  As such, information regarding an 
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be 
reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator Mary 
Beth Pacuska at 570-862-7551 or to Diocesan officials, 
including the vicar General, Monsignor Thomas M. 
Muldowney, V.G., at 570-207-2269. 

 

A Eucharistic Minister is needed for a few hours 
each Thursday morning to help deliver communion 
to the homebound and nursing homes.  If you are 
interested in this very worthwhile ministry, please 
call Mary Guglielmi at 570-946-4580. 

 

Registration Open for UNC’s Camp Kelly 
(formerly Camp St. Andrew) 

Registration is now open for 2017 summer camp 
programs at United Neighborhood Centers of 
NEPA’s Camp Kelly (formerly Camp St. Andrew).  
Week-long Girls Resident, Girls Basketball, Boys 
Resident, and Boys Basketball camps are all 
available, as well as a Father/Son Weekend and 
Women’s Weekend.  For more information, or to 
register online, visit www.uncnepa.org/campkelly or 
call 570-346-0759. 
 

Father Rojas thanks you for your prayers and 
wonderful support.  He is recovering from 

surgery, which went very well.  Please continue 
to keep him and his family in your prayers, 

especially for his full recovery and complete 
healing. 

 

 

LENTEN CELEBRATIONS & SERVICES 
The following services and celebrations will be 

held throughout the season of Lent.  All are 
welcome. 

Lenten Community Worship Service 
Zion Lutheran Church, Dushore 

Wednesdays during Lent 
6:00 PM Soup and Sandwich 

7:00 PM Community Worship 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Stations of the Cross 
Stations of the Cross will be 

celebrated on Fridays during Lent 
at 8:30 AM in St. Basil’s Church 

and 7:00 PM in St. Francis of 
Assisi Church. 

Evening Prayer (Vespers) 
Evening Prayer (Vespers) will be recited 

each weekday evening during Lent at 6:00 
PM in St. Basil’s Church.  All are welcome 
to come and pray one of the oldest and most 

beautiful forms of the Church’s prayer. 
 



Listening to Jesus 
     High on the mountain, the three disciples 
witness a dazzling sight as Jesus was 
transfigured before their eyes, his face as 
bright as the sun and his clothes as radiant as 
light.  In the middle of this vision, they hear 
God’s voice telling them to listen to “my 
beloved Son on whom my favor rests.” 
     The opening prayer focuses our attention on 
this part of the story:  “God our Father, help us 
to hear your Son.”  The verse before the Gospel 
does the same:  “From the shining cloud the 
Father’s voice is heard: this is my beloved Son; 
hear him.” 
     Lent is a time to listen to Jesus, “who calls us 
to repentance and a change of heart.”  It is a 
time to reflect on God’s Word about loving our 
enemies and being peacemakers, about 
proclaiming liberty to captives and letting the 
oppressed go free, about being the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world, about being 
perfect just as our heavenly Father is perfect. 
     It is a time to be quiet and listen to God 
“who has saved us and has called us to a holy 
life.”  It is a time to become a “great nation” 
through whom “all the communities of the 
earth shall find blessing.” 
     Jesus perfected revelation by fulfilling it 
through his whole work of making himself 
present and manifesting himself: through his 
words and deeds, his signs and wonders, but 
especially through his death and glorious 
resurrection from the dead and final sending of 
the Spirit of truth. 
     Moreover, he confirmed with divine testimony 
what revelation proclaimed: that God is with us 
to free us from the darkness of sin and death, 
and to raise us up to life eternal. 
~Vatican II, Constitution on Divine Revelation, 1965:4 

~Gerald Darring 
 

Knights of Columbus Fish Dinners 
 4:00 to 7:00 pm  

 St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore.   
Friday, March 24th   

Friday, April 7th   
Desserts are needed! 

Lenten Penance Services 
Confessions will be heard on Sunday, 
March 26th, at 4:00 PM in St. 

Basil’s Church, Dushore.  Guest 
confessors will assist.  Come and experience 
God’s gentle compassion and forgiveness. 

 
Additional Area Lenten Penance Services 

St. Mary’s Church, Wyalusing 
Sunday, March 26, 2:00 PM 

St. Michael’s Church, Canton 
Sunday, April 2, 2:00 PM 

Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Towanda 
Sunday, April 2, 4:00 PM 

Epiphany, Sayre 
Sunday, April 9, 3:00 PM 

 

A Prayer for Lent 
Eternal God, 

the refuge of all your children, 
in our weakness, you are our strength, 

in our darkness, you are our light, 
in our sorrow, you are our comfort. 

May we always live in your presence,  
and serve you in our daily lives;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

~St. Boniface 
 

Anointing of the Sick within Mass will be 
held on Sunday, March 19th at 2:00 PM in SS 
Peter & Paul Church, 106 Third Street, 
Towanda.  This is a wonderful opportunity for 
those who are elderly, infirm, suffering health 
or mental problems whether acute or chronic, 
or who just need a special blessing.  Attending 
this Mass will fulfill your Sunday obligation.  If 
you or someone you know needs this special 
anointing, please come join us.  A social hour 
with refreshments will follow in Grotto Hall.  
For additional information or directions, please 
call Bob Pyznar at 570-297-2586 or the parish 
office at 570-265-2113. 

 



 


