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Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 

(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 

Website ~ ihmdushore.com 
 
 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Or by appointment 

THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH  
May 21st, 2017~ Sixth Sunday of Easter 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place 
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on 
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the 
pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are relocating to a new parish, 
please notify the office before you move.)  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to 
God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number 
of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 
9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months 
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health 
care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of 
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

 
 

 

Sunday, May 21st, 2017 
Sunday Readings 

 

First Reading: Acts 6:5-8, 14-17 
Philip preaches to the people of Samaria, who 
accept his word after witnessing the miracles he 
performs.  Peter and John pray that they will receive 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 66 
 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:15-18 
Christians are urged to remain steadfast in their 
allegiance to Christ, giving evidence always of 
gentleness and hope. 
 

Gospel: John 14:15-21 
In his words to the apostles at the Last Supper, 
Jesus promises to send them a comforter, a 
Paraclete, the Spirit of truth, who will be with them 
always. 

 

Remembering the Truth 
     Nostalgia sells.  Radio stations blast out 
“oldies,” television endlessly recalls shows from 
Jack Benny to Leave it to Beaver to I Love Lucy 
to M*A*S*H to … well, you fill in the blanks. 
     It is a human thing to remember the spirit of 
the past.  We do it in part to understand better 
who we are and how we got that way.  It is not 
all media hype, designed to “sell product,” 
though some of it is.  Hype, hype, hype.  Yet 
much of what our nostalgia dredges up is actually 
good, and remains so.  Under God’s impetus we 
recall what it means to be a Christian. 
     Especially during the Easter season, we sit 
around the campfire of our memories, telling 
stories.  Remember Philip who said to Jesus, 
“just show us the Father and that will be enough 
for us.”  Of course he was in the process at that 
very moment of seeing Jesus and therefore of 
seeing the Father, but did not know it. 

     One person moves closer to the campfire and 
says, “Do you remember Jesus’ words just before 
his passion and death?  That he would send the 
Spirit of Truth into our hearts.  And we would 
not be left orphans.  It was hard to understand 
then and it is still pretty tough.” 
     Someone stammers, “Let us go over it one 
more time.” 
     A brave one tries to sum it up.  “First, Jesus 
seemed to say, ‘God the Abba is so much within 
me that every time you see me it is the same 
thing as seeing God. 
     “Second, he said, ‘I am going to apply that 
same understanding to you!  I will be so much 
within you – yes, you normal people – that when 
anyone sees you it will be the same thing as 
seeing me! 
     “’And of course, since the Father is in me, 
they will know the Father too!’” 
     Philip gulped.  “I almost have it.  Maybe.  Or 
maybe not.  Please try it again.” 
     “Ok.  Jesus said, ‘I am going back to the 
Father, back to the one who sent me.  The world 
will not see me anymore.  But that doesn’t make 
me absent from you.  I and Abba will be within 
you so that your very insides will be one with the 
Spirit of me and of the Father.  Let me put it 
simply: 
 “Who sees me sees the Father. 
  Who sees you sees me.”’ 
     Philip saw daylight.  He was touched by the 
truth.  Look at him in the First Reading.  He 
leaves the fireside of memories and begins 
running from place to place doing miracles and 
preaching about the Messiah!  
     With one accord, the crowds paid attention to what 
was said by Philip, when they heard it and saw the 
signs he was doing.  For unclean spirits, crying out in a 
loud voice came out of many possessed people, and 
many paralyzed or crippled people were cured.  There 
was great joy in that city. 
     Do you also see daylight, at least on some 
days?  Do you say yes to Christ’s presence in 
you?  Do you touch and receive Jesus on your 
tongue at Mass and let yourself be merged with 
Christ today?  Do you say “yes,” or is there too 
much “no”?  If the latter, read Sunday’s readings 
again. 
     Simple?  No.   
     Well, maybe it is simple.  Just receive and 
love. 

~John Foley, SJ 



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, May 20 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Mass for the People 
Sunday, May 21 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Christine Kiczelowicz by Mr. & Mrs. J.  
  Edward Sick 
9:30 AM Dushore John Davis by the IHM Religious Education  
  Program 
Tuesday, May 23 
9:00 AM Mildred John Cosgrove by Maureen Cosgrove 
 

********************************** 
Ascension of the Lord 

Vigil ~ Wednesday, May 24 
7:00 PM Dushore James Dempsey by the family 

Solemnity ~ Thursday, May 25 
9:00 AM Mildred Yvonne Evangelisti by Shirley Chrzanowski 

7:00 PM Dushore Mass for the People 
 

*********************************** 
Friday, May 26 
9:00 AM Dushore Marie Bonanni by Paula Robinson 
Saturday, May 27 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore John & Dolores Jerkes by the family 
Sunday, May 28 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Andrew & Mary R. Baran by Kathy Baran 
9:30 AM Dushore Mass for the People 

 

In the kindness of your prayers please pray for the 
repose of the soul of Kim Decker.  Our prayers go 
out to her family during this time of grief and loss. 

 
DAILY READINGS 

Monday ~ Saint Isidore 
Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115; Jn 14:21-26 

Tuesday 
Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145; Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday 
Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122; Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday ~ Saint John 1; Pope, Martyr 
Acts 15:7-21; Ps 96; Jn 15:9-11 

Friday  
Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57; Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday ~ Saint Bernardine of Siena, Priest 
Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100; Jn 15:18-21 

Sunday ~ SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Acts 8:5-8,14-17; Ps 66; 1 Pt 3:15-18; Jn 14:15-21 

 

From the commentary on the letter to the 
Romans by Saint Cyril of Alexandria, bishop 

     Though many, we are one body, and members 
one of another, united by Christ in the bonds of 
love.  Christ has made Jews and Gentiles one by 
breaking down the barrier that divided us and 
abolishing the law with its precepts and decrees.  This 
is why we should all be of one mind and if one 
member suffers some misfortune, all should 
suffer with him; if one member is honored, all 
should be glad. 
     Paul says:  Accept one another as Christ accepted 
you, for the glory of God.  Now accepting one 
another means being willing to share one 
another’s thoughts and feelings, bearing one 
another’s burdens, and preserving the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.  This is how God 
accepted us in Christ, for John’s testimony is true 
and he said that God the Father loved the world so 
much that he gave his own son for us.  God’s Son was 
given as a ransom for the lives of us all.  He has 
delivered us from death, redeemed us from death 
and from sin. 
     Paul throws light on the purpose of God’s plan 
when he says that Christ became the servant of the 
circumcised to show God’s fidelity.  God had 
promised the Jewish patriarchs that he would bless 
their offspring and make it as numerous as the stars 
of heaven.  This is why the divine Word himself, 
who as God holds all creation in being and is the 
source of its well-being, appeared in the flesh and 
became man.  He came into this world in human 
flesh not to be served, but, as he himself said, to 
serve and to give his life as a ransom for many. 
     Christ declared that his coming in visible form 
was to fulfill the promise made to Israel.  I was 
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, he 
said.  Paul was perfectly correct, then, in saying 
that Christ became a servant of the circumcised 
in order to fulfill the promise made to the 
patriarchs and that God the Father had charged 
him with this task, as also with the task of 
bringing salvation to the Gentiles, so that they 
too might praise their Savior and Redeemer as 
the Creator of the universe.  In this way God’s 
mercy has been extended to all men, including 
the Gentiles, and it can be seen that the mystery 
of the divine wisdom contained in Christ has not 
failed in its benevolent purpose.  In the place of 
those who fell away the whole world has been 
saved. 
 



Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 

 

May 13th & 14th, 2017 
$4,132.61 

Trinity Dome Collection 
$375.50 

 

May Second Collections 
May 20th & 21st ~ Building & Maintenance 

May 27th & 28th ~ Catholic Communications Campaign 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Word of Life – “Like the Good Samaritan, may we 
always treat each person with merciful love and 
respect that affirms the gift of his or her life.” 

~”Moved by Mercy” Reflection Flyer 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
 

Homebound Communion Ministry 
Did you know that each Thursday morning we 
distribute communion to the homebound and 
nursing homes?  If you know of anyone who 

would like to receive this sacrament, please call 
the parish office at 570-928-8865. 

 

Please remember when you enter the Church that 
you are entering sacred space.  Before Mass 
many people are praying the Rosary or other 
forms of prayer.  Please be respectful and enter 
with reverence and silence or whisper if necessary 
so as not to interrupt those praying. 

 

Online Survey to Partner with Francis 
The young church (16 – 35) and those who work 
with them are encouraged to let their voice be 
heard as the Diocese of Scranton “partners with 
Francis” in preparation for the 2018 Synod on the 
topic of Young People, the Faith and Vocational 
Discernment.  Both those who identify as Catholic 
and those who do not can complete an online 
survey at www.partnerwithfrancis.org.  The results 
of this survey will not only help Pope Francis and 
the Bishops as they prepare for the Synod, but also 
help shape programming for the young church 
here in our Diocese.  For more information, please 
contact Dominick Constantino, program 
coordinator for the Diocesan vocation office, at 570-
780-2996. 

Liturgical Ministers for May 27th & 28th                   
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore    T. Karaban, T. Finan, J. Lambert 
     7:30 PM Mildred     H. Clark 
    9:30 AM Dushore      J. Krakoski, T. Hembury, J. Tourscher 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    J. A. Shoemaker, R. Green 
     7:30 PM Mildred     S. Moyer 
     9:30 AM Dushore    S. Wilcox, J. Lambert 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore   N. & C. Werner  

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore   J. Harney 
     7:30 PM Mildred     D. Caccia  
     9:30 AM Dushore   C. & P. Wylie, R. Broschart 

 
IHM Requiem Choir 

The IHM Requiem Choir has begun its 
ministry of assisting at funeral 
liturgies.  Rehearsals will begin an hour 
prior to the funeral Mass.  This is a unique 
way to serve, to sing, and to especially 
minister to those who are grieving.  Please 
email Deb Rojas at 
reformedrojas@yahoo.com or call 617-633-
6084 to receive information of upcoming 
funerals.   

 

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
 

Patron of the Week 
Garnet Valley Heating & Air Conditioning 

Please support our patrons! 



THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE 

LORD –  
 THURSDAY, MAY 25TH   

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
Thursday, May 25th, is the feast of the 
Ascension of the Lord.  It is on this day that 
Jesus ascended to his Father amid cries of 
gladness, entering into the heavenly 
sanctuary.  We are called to be his 
witnesses, mindful of the great hope to 
which we are called.  This feast is a holy day 
of obligation.  Masses will be as follows: 

Wednesday, May 24th ~ Vigil 
7:00 PM – St. Basil’s, Dushore 

Thursday, May 25th 
9:00 AM – St. Francis of Assisi, Mildred 

7:00 PM – St. Basil’s, Dushore 
 

Up & Over Middle School Retreat 
Join us for a weekend of fun, friendship, and 
faith at Camp Orchard Hill!  Meet new friends, 
spend time outdoors, and learn about how 
your gifts from God can be used as part of a 
team!  Registration includes cabin lodging, 
delicious home cooked meals, a t-shirt, and 
unforgettable memories!  Open to students in 
grades 6 through 8. 

Where:  Camp Orchard Hill, Dallas PA 
Arrival:  Friday, June 2, 2017 at 7 pm 

Departure:  Sunday, June 4, 2017 at 12:00 
Noon 

Cost:  $140.00 (which includes a $70.00 non-
refundable deposit) 

Some parishes help with the cost, so don’t be 
afraid to ask! 

Deadline to register is May 31, 2017 
For more information, call Mary Anne Malone 

at 570-207-2213, x 1100. 
 

Free copies of the book The Flame of Love 
are available in the entrance of the churches.  
More information can be found on the leaflet 

inside the book. 

First Holy Communion 
Congratulations to the second grade 
students who received the sacrament of 
First Holy Communion, which was 
celebrated in St. Basil’s Church on 
Sunday, May 7th, 2017.  

Ansley Baldwin, Bethany Eberlin, 
Gabriella Evans, Justin Hemighaus, 
Maizey Keeney, Kendall Klein, Emily 

Murray, and Bailey Smith 
 

God with Us 
     In today’s Gospel Jesus promises us that “I will 
not leave you orphaned; I will come back to you 
and you will have life.”  Our faith, nurtured in this 
great paschal season, tells us that God-made-
flesh is God-with-us, never abandoning us and 
always filling us with life. 
     It should be a great comfort to all of us, who 
share in the pain and suffering of ordinary life, to 
know that the Spirit of Jesus is with us always.  It 
should be especially comforting to know that 
Jesus will not leave orphaned all those whom the 
world casts aside: the poor and homeless, the 
racial and ethnic minorities, the sick and dying, 
the prisoner and the refugee. 
     “Christ died for sins once for all, a just man for 
the sake of the unjust.”  He rescued us from our 
attachment to injustice, and then he sent his 
Spirit to remain with us and within us.  Our prayer 
is one of gratitude for such a gift and hope that 
“we feel its saving power in our daily life.” 
      
Jesus loves us so much that, even after his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, he remains with us.  
He is, after all, Emanuel, ‘God with us,’ but now 
through his living, sanctifying Spirit. 
     We now encounter him in new ways: in other 
human beings; in any place where people gather 
in his name; in the inspired words of Holy 
Scripture; in his Church, particularly her liturgical 
celebrations; in the person of his minister; and 
especially in the sacraments. 
~U.S. Bishops, The Eucharist and the Hungers of the 
Human Family, 1975 

~Gerald Darring 



The Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Parish Summer 

Festival  
 Sunday, July 2nd, 2017 

Plans are underway for our 
Summer Festival, which will be 
held on Sunday, July 2nd from 
12:00 noon to 5:00 PM at the St. 
Basil’s Picnic Grounds across 

from St. Basil’s Rectory in Dushore.  We are 
counting on our chair people to join in the 
planning and looking for new ones to help as 
well!  If you’d like to volunteer please contact 
the parish office.  Our ham dinner will be 
served from 12:00 noon to 5pm.  John Stevens 
Doubleshot Polka Band will once again 
entertain us from 3 to 5 pm.   
The Theme Baskets will soon be available!   In 
past years, we have received many creative 
ideas, such as a homemade wooden clock, 
lottery tickets, items for the home, movie 
night, kid’s toys for fun in the sun, car care, 
sports items and much, much more!  Please 
support our parish and create a basket this 
year.  As before, a list of contents is needed 
with each Theme Basket (an index card has 
been attached for this purpose).  The Theme 
Baskets should be returned by Sunday, June 
25th to St. Basil’s Church in Dushore or the 
Parish Office in Mildred.  Thank you! 
Basket of Cheer items are also needed as well 
as items for our Silent Auction.  Please drop 
these items off at the parish office in Mildred. 
Please consider placing an ad in our Annual 
Festival Ad Book.  We are looking for ads for 
businesses as well as patrons.  If you have had 
a family celebration in the past year, send us a 
picture!  We would love to include it.  Personal 
milestones such as anniversaries, birthdays, 
and graduations are also welcome!  Please call 
the Parish Office for more details on how you 
and your family can be a part of our Ad Book!  
 

IHM Parish Picnic Meeting 
Thursday, June 1 ~ 1:30 PM 

St. Francis Rectory, Mildred 
 

K. of C. Chicken Barbecue 
Friday, May 26th 

Downtown Dushore 
 

Free Choral Concert 
SS Peter & Paul Church, Towanda 

Sunday, May 21, 2017 ~ 2 PM 
Please come and enjoy a free choral concert at 
SS Peter & Paul Church in Towanda at 2 pm 
on Sunday, May 21, 2017.  Mike Bowers will 
be M.C.; and the featured group will be the 
award-winning Notre Dame High School 
Choir of Elmira, N.Y.  Local musicians for the 
event are Emily Hockenberry and Kathryn 
Christian, with vocal numbers accompanied by 
Kathy Hammerly.  Ed Hilscher, who is an 
accomplished banjo-man, will be on hand, as 
will be the St. Agnes School Choir.  Sue 
Christian, long-time parishioner and local 
musician, has coordinated the concert, which is 
sure to be a most entertaining afternoon.  This 
event is part of the 175th Anniversary year-
long celebration of the parish.  The church, 
located at Third and Lombard Streets, was 
built in 1867-69 and has exceptional acoustics 
for music. 
 

May 14 was the last day of CCD classes for the 
school year.  All the teachers and I thank you 
for the privilege of passing the faith on to your 
children.  It was a wonderful year! 
K – Lisa Smith and Charity McCarty 
1st – Tara Livezey and Kat Clark 
2nd – Megan Bohensky 
3rd – Janet Wheeler 
4th – Ellen Koschak 
5th & 6th – Mary Lou McCamley 
Confirmation – Deb Rojas & Kat Clark 
Also many thanks to our dependable substitute 
teachers this year:  Evelyn Smith, Carol 
Whittaker, Jennifer Wettlaufer, Candy Rexer, 
and Sandy Paulsworth. 
 Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
 Director of Religious Education 
 

In Loving Memory 
The Sanctuary Candle in St. Basil’s 

Church is burning in loving memory of 
Bernadette & Nathan Weaver by the 

family 



 


