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St. Basil the Great Church 
Dushore, PA 

 
 
St. John Neumann Shrine 
Sugar Ridge, PA 

 

         St. Francis of Assisi Church 
        Mildred, PA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          St. Francis of Assisi Chapel 
          Eagles Mere, PA 
 

 
Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 
(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 

Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 
Website ~ ihmdushore.com 

 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
- 

Summer Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:00 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

10:45 AM St. Francis of Assisi Chapel, Eagles Mere 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Or by appointment 

THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH  
August 20th, 2017~ Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place 
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on 
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the 
pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are relocating to a new parish, 
please notify the office before you move.)  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to 
God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number 
of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 
9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months 
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health 
care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of 
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Twentieth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Sunday, August 20th, 2017 
Sunday Readings 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 
The Lord wants all people to love and honor his 
name.  He says that those who honor him by 
obeying all of his laws will be “made joyful in my 
house of prayer.” 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 67 
 

Second Reading: Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 
Paul describes his hopes that his fellow Jews will 
follow the example of the Gentiles he has been 
preaching to.  He claims that just as God has mercy 
for their disobedience, he wishes to show mercy to 
the Jews as well. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28 
A Canaanite woman begged Jesus to help her 
daughter, who was being plagued by a demon.  
Jesus at first refused her and said that “My mission 
is only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  The 
woman was so persistent that Jesus said she had 
great faith and then he healed her daughter. 
 

Son of David? 
     Sunday’s Gospel can give a headache to 
preachers and to regular Catholics both.  Jesus 
refuses to heal a woman because she is, in his 
metaphor, one of the “dogs.”  Whaaat?   
     You know the story.  The woman cries out for 
help, and Jesus will not even talk to her.  The 
disciples demand that he tell her to go away 
because she is a trouble-maker.  And he seems to 
agree with them.  “I was sent only to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel,” he says.  She is from 
Canaan, not from Israel.   
     Finally the poor woman walks right up, does 
“homage” to Jesus and says, “Lord, help me!” 
     Jesus would never ignore such words, at least so 

we Christians and Catholics believe.  Nor should 
we ever be deaf to words like this in our own daily 
lives.  But no.  He says, “It is not right to take the 
food of the children [Israel] and throw it to the dogs 
[Canaan].” 
     Ouch.  This is the line that is so hard for us to 
understand.  So un-Jesus-like. 
     There are clues.  She called out to him first with 
the words “Son of David,” a term hallowed by use 
in the ancient Hebrew scriptures, always referring 
to the Messiah.  She is a Canaanite, who did not 
believe in any Messiah-to-come, especially not one 
that would descend from David.  Yet, against her 
whole background, this woman seems to have 
belief in Jesus as Messiah.  She calls him “Lord.”  
In Matthew’s Gospel this is an explicit admission 
that Jesus and God are one.  Going just on her 
language, we have a definite indication that she 
believed in him as the Savior. Surely he sensed this. 
     But Israel and the Canaanites had long been in 
strife.  Israelites would think, how could “they” 
with their strange gods produce a woman who 
believes in the one God and in Jesus as the Christ?  
They couldn’t. 
     But maybe Jesus was drawing her out, teasing 
her, in order to strengthen her belief. 
     Perhaps he was quoting the word “dogs” as 
reference to names the two peoples actually called 
each other.  Something like this:  “My people of 
Israel believe in the one God and your people do 
not.  How can I give their food to you ‘dogs,’ as we 
call you?” 
     The woman’s quick wit provides a wonderful, 
humble, bantering response that wins the day.  
“Even dogs eat scraps that fall from their master’s 
table.”  It is a riposte, a parry, a counter-thrust, and 
Jesus loves it.  She is saying, “It does not matter 
what a person’s status is as long as they believe.  
And I do believe.” 
     I’ll bet Jesus smiled a great smile as he told her 
how great her faith was.  Maybe he laughed at her 
fast repartee.  And of course he gladly gave her 
what she asked; he cured her daughter. 
     Doesn’t Christ’s Holy Spirit smile within you 
when you ask for what you need?  When you let 
nothing stand in the way, like your own origins, 
your status in life, your sins, and maybe even your 
rejection (or acceptance) by others? 
     At Communion time, let us hold out our hands 
and say inwardly, “Son of David, have pity on 
me.”  This is a paraphrase of the Canaanite 
woman.  Out loud, our response is “Amen,” which 
means “I do believe.”  Let us mean it this Sunday. 

                           ~John Foley, SJ 



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, August 19 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Robert E. Finan by Mr. & Mrs. John  
  Lambert 
Sunday, August 20 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Marie Sharrow by Mr. & Mrs. Donald  
  Litzelman 
9:00 AM Dushore Judson & Geraldine Battin by Battin  family 
10:45 AM Eagles Mere Mass for the People 
Tuesday, August 22 
9:00 AM Mildred Ron Thomas by Jack & Sondra  
  Thomas 
Thursday, August 24 
9:00 AM Mildred Eugene Weisbrod by Charles & Carol  
  Anne Gindele 
Friday, August 25 
9:00 AM Dushore Peggy Ann Campbell by Caitlin  
  Lambert 
Saturday, August 26 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Joe, Betty, Wayne & Tommy Sick by Abe &  
  Bettyann 
Sunday, August 27 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:00 AM Dushore Diane Judge by Michael & Christine  
  Skurecki 
10:45 AM Eagles Mere Christelle Loftus by the Schaefers 

 
DAILY READINGS 

Monday ~ Saint Pius X, Pope 
Jgs 2:11-19; Ps 106; Mt 19:16-22 

Tuesday ~ The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Jgs 6:11-24a; Ps 85; Mt 19:23-30 

Wednesday ~ Saint Rose of Lima, Virgin 
Jgs 9:6-15; Ps 21; Mt 20:1-16 

Thursday ~ SAINT BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE 
Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145; Jn 1:45-51 

Friday ~ Saint Louis; Saint Joseph Calasanz, Priest 
Ru 1:1,3-6,14b-16,22; Ps 146; Mt 22:34-40 

Saturday 
Ru 2:1-3,8-11;4:13-17; Ps 128; Mt 23:1-12 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Is 22:19-23; Ps 138; Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20 

 

In the kindness of your prayers, please pray for the 
repose of the souls of Andrew Work and Christelle 
Loftus.  As they shared in the suffering of Christ, so 
may they now share in the glory of the risen Savior in 
heaven. 

From a dialogue On Divine Providence by Saint 
Catherine of Siena, virgin 

The bonds of love 
     My sweet Lord, look with mercy upon your 
people and especially upon the mystical body of 
your Church.  Greater glory is given to your name 
for pardoning a multitude of your creatures than 
if I alone were pardoned for my great sins against 
your majesty.  It would be no consolation for me 
to enjoy your life if your holy people stood in 
death.  For I see that sin darkens the life of your 
bride the Church – my sin and the sins of others. 
     It is a special grace I ask for, this pardon for 
the creatures you have made in your image and 
likeness.  When you created man, you were 
moved by love to make him in your own image.  
Surely only love could so dignify your creatures.  
But I know very well that man lost the dignity you 
gave him; he deserved to lose it, since he had 
committed sin. 
     Moved by love and wishing to reconcile the 
human race to yourself, you gave us your only-
begotten Son.  He became our mediator and our 
justice by taking on all our injustice and sin out of 
obedience to your will, eternal Father, just as you 
willed that he take on our human nature.  What 
an immeasurably profound love!  Your Son went 
down from the heights of his divinity to the 
depths of our humanity.  Can anyone’s heart 
remain closed and hardened after this? 
     We image your divinity, but you image our 
humanity in that union of the two which you 
have worked in a man.  You have veiled the 
Godhead in a cloud, in the clay of our humanity.  
Only your love could so dignify the flesh of 
Adam.  And so by reason of this immeasurable 
love I beg, with all the strength of my soul, that 
you freely extend your mercy to all your lowly 
creatures. 
 

The Sanctuary Candle in St. Basil’s Church is 
burning in loving memory of Ron Thomas by 

Jack & Sondra Thomas 
 

The Altar Candles in St. Basil’s Church are 
burning in loving memory of Tom Sick by 

Jerry & Dolly Sick & family 



Our Weekly Parish Offertory 
Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
August 5th & 6th, 2017 

$6,463.05 
Care & Education of Priests 

$863.45 
Offertory Breakdown 

St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Total - $3,208.05 

St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
Total - $1,592.00 

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel, Eagles Mere 
Total - $1,129.00 

St. John Neumann Shrine 
$534.00 

 

August 12th & 13th 
$4,879.00 

Building & Maintenance 
$404.51 

Offertory Breakdown 
St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

Total - $2,324.00 
St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Total - $1,205.00 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel, Eagles Mere 

Total - $862.00 
 

August Second Collections 
August 26th & 27th ~ Churches in Eastern Europe 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Word of Life – “The effectiveness of our 
commitment to peace depends on our 
understanding of human life.  If we want peace, 
let us defend life!” 

~Pope Benedict XVI, Morning Address, September 15, 2012 

Apostolic Journey to Lebanon 

© 2012 Libreria Editrice Vaticana.  Used with permission 

 
Finance Committee Meeting 

Thursday, August 24th ~ 12:00 Noon 
Parish Office, Mildred 

 

Liturgy Committee Meeting 
Thursday, August 31st ~ 2:30 PM 

Parish Office, Mildred 
 

Liturgical Ministers for August 26th & 27th                         
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore     D. Homer, R. Farrell, T. Karaban 
     7:30 PM Mildred      H. Clark, J. Walsh, K. Bohensky 
     9:00 AM Dushore      B. Beers, J. Kratcoski, T. Hembury 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    K. Homer, R. Green 
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Gumble 
     9:00 AM Dushore    J. Lambert, M.L. McCamley 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Thomas 
     9:00 AM Dushore   B. Tewell, C. Minier  

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore   J. Harney 
     7:30 PM Mildred     D. Caccia  
     9:00 AM Dushore   J. & D. Fite 

 
IHM Requiem Choir 

The IHM Requiem Choir will resume its 
ministry of assisting at funeral liturgies after 
Labor Day.  Rehearsals will begin an hour 
prior to the funeral Mass.  This is a unique 
way to serve, to sing, and to especially 
minister to those who are grieving.  Please 
email Deb Rojas at 
reformedrojas@yahoo.com or call 617-633-
6084 to receive information of upcoming 
funerals.   
 

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
 

Patron of the Week 
McCarty ~ Thomas Funeral Home 

Please support our patrons! 



Beyond the Boundaries 
The Canaanite woman was all alone: she was a 
Gentile in a Jewish world and a woman in a man’s 
world.  What makes her special is her 
determination: she turns to her advantage Jesus’ 
statement about not giving food to the dogs. 
     There can be no doubt that God’s “care extends 
beyond the boundaries of race and nation to the 
hearts of all who live,” and that God’s house should 
become a house of prayer for all peoples.  It is 
therefore fitting that we should pray that the walls, 
which prejudice raises between us, crumble. 
     But we must realize that an end to prejudice will 
not come easily, and it will be overcome only by the 
determination of the victims of prejudice. 
     Woman, you have great faith!  Jesus did not 
resist the determined woman; rather, he praised her 
determination.  Those of us who work and pray for 
an end to prejudice must follow Jesus in praising 
the determination of those who are claiming their 
rights as human beings. 
     It is obvious to everyone that women are now 
taking part in public life.  This is happening more 
rapidly perhaps in nations with a Christian tradition, 
and more slowly, but broadly, among peoples who 
have inherited other traditions or cultures. 
     Since women are becoming ever more conscious 
of their human dignity, they will not tolerate being 
treated as inanimate objects or mere instruments, 
but claim, both in domestic and in public life, the 
rights and duties that befit a human person. 
~ Pope John XXIII, Pacem in Terris, 1963:41. 

-Gerald Darring 
 

Sullivan County Vesper Service 
Sunday, August 27, 2017 at the Sullivan 

County Fairgrounds.  The concert featuring 
the Weaver Believer Family will start at 7:00 
PM.  It will be preceded by free Hotdogs and 
Ice Cream provided by the Sullivan County 

Ministerium.  All are welcome! 
 

Please remember when you enter the Church 
that you are entering sacred space.  Before 
Mass many people are praying the Rosary or 
other forms of prayer.  Please be respectful 
and enter with reverence and silence or 
whisper if necessary so as not to interrupt 
those praying. 

Summer Mass Schedule 
Our summer Mass schedule will be as follows: 

SATURDAY 
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

SUNDAYS 
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

9:00 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
10:45 AM St. Francis of Assisi Chapel,  

Eagles Mere  
St. John Neumann Shrine in Sugar Ridge 
Sunday, September 3rd.  (Healing Mass) 

This schedule is in effect until Sunday, September 3. 
 

Homebound Communion Ministry 
Did you know that each Thursday morning we 
distribute communion to the homebound and 
nursing homes?  If you know of anyone who 

would like to receive this sacrament, please call 
the parish office at 570-928-8865. 

 
Know Someone Interested in Becoming a 

Catholic? 
     These lazy and often hazy days of summer 
afford each of us the opportunity to contact 
those persons whom we know have shown 
interest in learning about the Catholic faith.  
By reason of our baptism into Christ, each 
of us in obligated to reach out in God’s 
name.   
     Help awaken the seed of faith in others!  
Encourage them to become part of The 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish RCIA Program 
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults).  It is a 
process designed for adults who have heard 
God’s word and seek to enter more deeply into 
the way of faith of the Catholic Church. 
     For more information please contact Donn 
Tourscher at 928-9361 or the parish office, 
928-8865. 

 
Fall Training for Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy Communion and 
Lectors 

Training for Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion and Lectors will be held 
this fall.  If you feel that God is calling you 
to these ministries, please contact the parish 
office at 570-928-8865 or email at 
ihmparish@frontier.com.   
 



ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI FUND RAISING 

REPORT 
THANK YOU to those who have donated 
toward the painting of the interior of St. 
Francis of Assisi Church in Mildred! 
Mr. & Mrs. James Donahue 
Mr. Richard Hallam 
Mr. & Mrs. John Krakoski 
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Lambert 
Mr. & Mrs. John Lambert 
Mrs. T A Stabrylla 
Col. & Mrs. Robert Guglielmi, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Rouse 
Mr. & Mrs. David Barrington 
P. Dean Homer 
Joseph Lang 
In memory of Hugh E. McGee Jr. &  
       Sam & Mattie Hoff 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Holmes III 
In memory of James & Florence 
Dempsey 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gallagher 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Haenn 
Eileen Lynch 
Barbara Noone 
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Hoff 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Bohensky 
Knights of Columbus Council #12406 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip McDermott 
In memory of Edward & Debra Ann  
 Chrzanowski 
In memory of Yvonne Evangelisti 
In memory of Charles, Gertrude, Agnes 
& Helen Thall 
Mr. & Mrs. John Silla 
Mr. & Mrs. William Black 
Mr. John A. Shoemaker 
The William Lambert family 
Brian Walheim family 
Anonymous 
The full amount needed for the painting has 
been raised.  Thank you for your 
generosity!   
 
 

Saint John Neumann Shrine 
Healing Mass The last Mass at the 

Shrine will be on Sunday, 
September 3rd at 2:30 PM.  This 
will be a Healing Mass.  Stations 

of the Cross will be prayed at the 
outdoor stations that line the drive into 
the Shrine at 1:00 PM.  Hot dogs and 
drinks will be provided by the Knights of 
Columbus following the Mass.  All are 
welcome. For directions or more 
information, please contact the rectory at 
928-8865. 

 
2017 Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 

Bazaar Raffle 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Bazaar 
Raffle tickets are now available. The tickets 
are $15.00 and include 101 cash prizes.  
There will also be a “Bonanza Drawing” on 
October 15th, and a “Seller’s Appreciation 
Drawing” will be on the night of the Bazaar, 
November 12th.  A special thanks to Debbie Hill 
who organized and chaired the Raffle – for 
more information contact Debbie, 928-8730, 
or Linda at 928-8408.  First drawing will be 
September 24th.  Please return any 
unpurchased tickets to the rectory so that they 
may be sold. The Bazaar will be held on 
Sunday, November 12th in St. Francis of Assisi 
Hall. 
 

A Bazaar Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
September 12th at 6:00 PM in the parish office 
in Mildred. 

 
Catholic Radio comes to the Northern Tier of 

PA 
Now you can access by local FM radio the 
programming of EWTN (Eternal Word 
Television Network) with additional local 
Catholic programs.  Tune in to WCOZ 91.7 New 
Albany.  This station is operated in cooperation 
with JMJ Catholic Radio of Pittston found at 
QM 750 and FM 98.9 and AM 1490 in Hazelton.  
JMJ Radio is a nonprofit corporation with a 
mission to bring the Good News to your home or 
car.  JMJ is supported by listener donations.  For 
more information call, write or email 
ed.niewinski@gmail.com 570-287-4670 JMJ 
Catholic Radio PO Box 851 Pittston, PA  18640 
 
 



 


