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St. Basil the Great Church 
Dushore, PA 

 
 
St. John Neumann Shrine 
Sugar Ridge, PA 

 

         St. Francis of Assisi Church 
        Mildred, PA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          St. Francis of Assisi Chapel 
          Eagles Mere, PA 
 

 
Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 
(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 

Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 
Website ~ ihmdushore.com 

 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Or by appointment 

THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH  
September 17th, 2017~ Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place 
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on 
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the 
pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are relocating to a new parish, 
please notify the office before you move.)  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to 
God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number 
of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 
9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months 
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health 
care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of 
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Twenty-
fourth Sunday 
in Ordinary 
Time 
 

Sunday, September 17th, 2017 
 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: Sirach 27:30 – 28:9 
Sirach advises all to forgive the faults of their 
neighbor.  Only by forgiving the sins of others can a 
person expect to be forgiven his sins. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 103 
 

Second Reading: Romans 14:7-9 
Paul stresses that no one is his own master; we are 
responsible to the Lord, and we belong to him in 
both life and death. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 
This narrative points out the difference between 
mercy and justice.  When Peter asks how often he 
should forgive someone who wrongs him, Jesus 
answers, “…not seven times: I say seventy times 
seven times.”  Jesus then narrates the story of the 
king who was merciful to his official by forgiving 
him all his debts, but this same official showed no 
mercy to his own servant. 
 

DAILY READINGS 
Monday  

1 Tm 2:1-8; Ps 28; Lk 7:1-10 
Tuesday ~ Saint Januarius, Bishop, Martyr 

1 Tm 3:1-13; Ps 101; Lk 7:11-17 
Wednesday ~ Saints Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest, and 

Paul Chong Ha-sang, and Companions, Martyrs 
1 Tm 3:14-16; Ps 111; Lk 7:31-35 

Thursday ~ SAINT MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND 
EVANGELIST 

Eph 4:1-7,11-13; Ps 19; Mt 9:9-13 
Friday 

1 Tm 6:2c-12; Ps 49; Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday ~ Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest 

1 Tm 6:13-16; Ps 100; Lk 8:4-15 
Sunday ~ TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

TIME 
Is 55:6-9; Ps 145; Phil 1:20c-24,27a; Mt 20:1-16a 

Love and Forgiveness 
     In the Gospel reading, Peter wants to know 
how many times he has to forgive someone 
who sins against him.  What is the number of 
times, Peter wants to know, that he has to 
forgive that sinner?  But this question is 
confused.  There is no such number as the one 
Peter is looking for.  There is no limit on the 
number of times we have to forgive someone 
who has sinned against us. 
     We can understand the point of this Gospel 
story if we see the connection between love and 
forgiveness.  Refusing to forgive is refusing to 
love, and it is never acceptable not to love.  
That is why it is never right to withhold 
forgiveness either. 
     The relation between love and forgiveness also 
helps us see the difference between forgiving a 
wrongdoer [on the one hand,] and enabling him 
to continue in his wrongdoing.  Love wants the 
good for the beloved.  A person who forgives a 
sinner loves that sinner; and because she loves 
him, she has a heart for his good.  A wife who 
continues to live with a husband who beats her 
isn’t forgiving him.  She’s helping him to get 
worse.  There is nothing loving or forgiving about 
enabling a person to get worse.  For her to forgive 
her husband is for her to want his good, even in 
the face of his bad treatment of her.  But his good 
requires, first of all, that he stop hurting her, and 
then that he repent his terrible treatment of her. 
     If he is unrepentant, if he rejects goodness 
and love, then she can want the good for him 
anyway.  But her forgiveness of him will be like 
a gift that can’t be given because he won’t 
receive it.  Then the best she can do for him is 
to keep a distance from him, so that he doesn’t 
get worse by continuing to hurt her. 
     God’s love is like this, too.  God’s 
forgiveness is always there and so is God’s 
love.  Because God loves every person, God is 
offering the good to every person too, no 
matter what his sins may be. 
     So God does not keep a careful distance 
from us even when we sin.  What stands 
between us and God is only our willingness to 
receive the gift God is offering.  If we will only 
not reject it, the gift of God’s love and 
forgiveness will be given and received. 

                           ~Eleonore Stump 



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, September 16 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Bernadette & Nathan Weaver by Mr. &  
  Mrs. Joseph Dwojewski 
Sunday, September 17 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Marie Bonanni by Jackie Battin 
Tuesday, September 19 
9:00 AM Mildred Kathleen Ann Hatfield by Ron & Joy  
  Thomas 
Wednesday, September 20 
9:00 AM Dushore Mary Rita Burke Smith by Rita & Al  
  Lukowicz 
Thursday, September 21 
9:00 AM Mildred Mr. & Mrs. Arno Serafini by Lee Ann  
  Wolfe 
10:30 AM Darway Michael Woodruff by Helen Woodruff 
Friday, September 22 
9:00 AM Dushore Audrey Woodruff by Michael &  
  Christine Skurecki 
Saturday, September 23 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Mr. & Mrs. Frank Stabryla by the family 
Sunday, September 24 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore John Cosgrove by Maureen Cosgrove 

 

The Sanctuary Candles in St. Basil’s and St. 
Francis of Assisi Churches are burning in 
loving memory of Bernadette & Nathan 

Weaver by the family 
 

The Altar Candles in St. Basil’s Church are 
burning in loving memory of Father Joseph 
Hornick by Michael & Debby McDonald 

 
Dear God, 

I take my humble heart with its anxieties and joys 
and put it into your mother’s Immaculate Heart. 

Mary, please take my heart in yours and deliver it 
to the Sacred Heart of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

In the kindness of your prayers, please pray for the 
repose of the soul of Chris Cokos.  As he shared in 

the suffering of Christ, so may he now share in the 
glory of the risen Savior in heaven. 

 

From the Imitation of Christ 
The truth of the Lord endure for ever 

     You thunder your judgments upon me, O 
Lord; you shake all my bones with fear and 
dread, and my soul becomes severely 
frightened.  I am bewildered when I realize that 
even the heavens are not pure in your sight. 
      If you discovered iniquity in the angels and did 
not spare them, what will become of me?  The 
stars fell from heaven, and I, mere dust, what 
should I expect?  Those whose works seemed 
praiseworthy fell to the depths, and I have seen 
those who once were fed with the bread of 
angels delighting in the husks of swine. 
     There is no holiness where you have 
withdrawn your hand, O Lord; no profitable 
wisdom if you cease to rule over it; no helpful 
strength if you cease to preserve it.  For if you 
forsake us, we sink and perish; but if you visit 
us, we rise up and live again.  We are unstable, 
but you make us firm; we grow cool, but you 
inflame us. 
     All superficial glory has been swallowed up 
in the depths of your judgment upon me. 
     What is all flesh in your sight?  Can the clay 
be glorified in opposition to its Maker? 
     How can anyone be aroused by empty talk if 
his heart is subject to truth; nor will he be 
swayed by the flattery of all his admirers, if he 
has established all his trust in God. 
     For those who do all the talking amount to 
nothing; they fail with their din of words, but 
the truth of the Lord endures for ever. 
   

Confirmation 
The Sacrament of Confirmation 
will be celebrated on 
Wednesday, September 20th at 

5:00 PM in St. Basil’s Church.  
Please pray for the following people who 
are preparing to receive this sacrament. 

Tia Baldwin, Angel Fitzgerald,  
Jenna Hemighaus, Bryan Hope, Trace Neary 

Jaeden Patson, Silas Pedro,  
Kirsten Rojas, Trinity Rojas,  

Ryan Smith, Kaelyn Wettlaufer 
 



Our Weekly Parish Offertory 
Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
September 9th & 10th, 2017 

$4,257.52 
Hurricane Harvey Relief 

$931.17 
September Second Collections 

September 16th & 17th ~ Building & Maintenance 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Word of Life – “The Church’s teaching on marital 
sexuality is an invitation … to receive the gift of 
God’s love and care, and to let this gift inform and 
transform us, so we may share that love with each 
other and with the world.” 

~USCCB, “Married Love and the Gift of Life,”  © 2006 
 

2017 Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
Bazaar Raffle 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Bazaar 
Raffle tickets are now available. The tickets 
are $15.00 and include 101 cash prizes.  
There will also be a “Bonanza Drawing” on 
October 15th, and a “Seller’s Appreciation 
Drawing” will be on the night of the Bazaar, 
November 12th.  A special thanks to Debbie Hill 
who organized and chaired the Raffle – for 
more information contact Debbie, 928-8730, 
or Linda at 928-8408.  First drawing will be 
September 24th.  Please return any 
unpurchased tickets to the rectory so that they 
may be sold. The Bazaar will be held on 
Sunday, November 12th in St. Francis of Assisi 
Hall. 
 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish Fall Bazaar  

Sunday, November 12th 
The Immaculate Heart of 

Mary Parish Fall Bazaar 
will be held on Sunday, 
November 12th, in St. 

Francis Hall in Mildred from 12:00 to 5:00 PM.  
Theme baskets are available at the back of the 
churches.  Be sure to take one and stuff it full 
of items you would like, such as children’s 
toys, pet supplies, art supplies, etc.  Return the 
baskets to the Parish Office in Mildred or to St. 
Basil’s Church by November 6th.   

Liturgical Ministers for September 23rd & 24th                            
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore     T. Finan, R. Tourscher, J. Hatch 
     7:30 PM Mildred      J. Doyle, H. Clark, J. Walsh 
     9:30 AM Dushore      J. Krakoski, J. Tourscher, B. Beers 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    R. Green, J. A. Shoemaker 
     7:30 PM Mildred     S. Moyer 
     9:30 AM Dushore    S. Wilcox, P. Ferrulli 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore   B. Tewell, C. Minier  

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore   J. Harney 
     7:30 PM Mildred     D. Caccia  
     9:30 AM Dushore   C. & P. Wylie 

 
IHM Requiem Choir 

The IHM Requiem Choir will resume its 
ministry of assisting at funeral liturgies after 
Labor Day.  Rehearsals will begin an hour 
prior to the funeral Mass.  This is a unique 
way to serve, to sing, and to especially 
minister to those who are grieving.  Please 
email Deb Rojas at 
reformedrojas@yahoo.com or call 617-633-
6084 to receive information of upcoming 
funerals.   
 

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
 

Patron of the Week 
Hotel Harrington/220 House 

Please support our patrons! 



The Challenge of Forgiveness 
“Forgive your neighbor’s injustice.”  How often 
must I forgive the brother who wrongs me?  “Not 
seven times, I say, seventy times seven times.” 
     Some of the social ills that we struggle against 
result in part from the refusal of people to 
forgive.  Wars are fought and innocent people 
are killed, maimed, or displaced because people 
cannot forgive their neighbors for their actions or 
those of their ancestors.  Our own society shows 
its own refusal to forgive in its obsessive clinging 
to the death penalty. 
     The world of social evil stands in need of 
forgiveness. 
     Those of us who are African-American are 
challenged by the gospel to forgive the slave 
masters of their ancestors as well as the racist 
descendants of those slave masters.  Those of us 
who are women are challenged by the gospel to 
forgive the sexist men who have colluded, 
through action or inaction, in the creation and 
maintenance of a ‘man’s world.’  The victims of 
war are challenged by the gospel to forgive all 
the militarists of the world. 
     “The Lord is kind and merciful; slow to anger 
and rich in compassion.”  The challenge is for us 
to become like God, who is our creator and 
guide..  
     “Mercy in itself, as a perfection of the infinite 
God, is also infinite.  Also infinite therefore and 
inexhaustible is the Father’s readiness to receive 
the prodigal children who return to his home.  
Infinite are the readiness and power of 
forgiveness which flow continually from the 
marvelous value of the sacrifice of the Son.  No 
human sin can prevail over this power or even 
limit it.” 
Pope John Paul II,  Dives in Misericordia, 1980:13 

-Gerald Darring 
 

Knights of Columbus Breakfast Buffet 
Sunday, September 24th, 2017 

St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore      
8:00 to 11:00 AM 

Adults $9, Children $3  
Children 6 and under  eat for free 

Feel called to become a Catholic? 
RCIA – Rite of Christin Initiation of Adults 

† Are you searching for a relationship 
with God? 

† Do you want to learn more about the 
Catholic way of life?  

† Are you interested in becoming a 
Catholic Christian?  

† Were you baptized Catholic and want 
to complete the Sacraments?  

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
is a spiritual formation journey for those 
seeking to become Catholic. This spiritual 
journey is more than just faith formation – at 
its core, the RCIA is a journey of conversion 
and relationship with Jesus Christ and his 
Church. If you want to learn more, or think you 
are being called to become Catholic, contact 
the parish office 570-928-8865 or Donn 
Tourscher, 570-928-9361. 

 
Fall Training for Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy Communion and 
Lectors 

Training for Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion and Lectors will be held 
this fall.  If you feel that God is calling you 
to these ministries, please contact the parish 
office at 570-928-8865 or email at 
ihmparish@frontier.com.   
 

Saint Gabriel’s Retreat Center 
Clarks Summit, PA 

October 20-22, 2017 ~ The Passion of 
Jesus Christ 

Preached Retreat for Men and Women 
Directed by Brother Andre Mathieu, CP of 

Saint Ann’s Basilica, Scranton 
Comfortable Silence during retreat.  Begins 
on Friday evening at 7:30 PM (registration 
at 7 PM) and ends after the noon meal on 
Sunday.  (No meals are served Friday 
evening.)  Preached retreats consist of 
conferences on the spiritual life, time for 
personal reflection, prayer, opportunity for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and 
Liturgy.  A deposit is required.  For more 
information, please call the Retreat Office: 
570-586-4957 or email kporter@epix.net  



BUS TRIP TO AMERICAN MUSIC THEATER’S 
CHRISTMAS SHOW NOVEMBER 15, 2017 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church is sponsoring a 
bus trip to Lancaster on Wednesday, November 
15, to see the Christmas show at the American 
Music Theater.  The price of $110.00 covers the 
bus, tip for the driver, the show and a buffet dinner 
at Golden Corral.  We will be leaving the parking 
lots of St. Mary’s Church in Wyalusing at 7:30 am, 
St. Joachim’s in Meshoppen at 7:50 am and 
Walmart in Tunkhannock at 8:15 am.  There will be 
a breakfast stop at Cracker Barrel in Frackville, at 
your own expense.  We will spend some time at 
Rockvale Outlet Mall before our 3:00 pm show.  
Our dinner reservation is at 5:45 pm, after the 
show.  We should return to Wyalusing at 
approximately 11:00 pm. 
For more information, please contact Marilyn 
Burton at 570-833-4851 or 
mammymarilyn@epix.net  For reservations, send 
a deposit of $60 (or full amount) made out to: 
Marilyn Burton, 320 Fannon Muldoon Road, 
Meshoppen, PA  18630.  Seating is assignied 
according to receipt of reservation.  Please include 
name, address, phone number and e-mail with 
your reservation.   

 

CCD Classes Have Begun 
CCD classes have begun. Classes are from 
8:15 to 9:15 AM in St. Basil’s Hall.  Please 
register Kindergarten and new students 
soon.  Registration forms can be found on 
the parish website – ihmdushore.com – 
under the Faith Formation/Registration 
tab.   

 

XLT (Exalt!) 
XLT (Exalt!) will be held Friday, September 22, 
from 7 – 9 pm at Divine Mercy Parish, 312 Davis 
Street, Scranton.  The event, sponsored by the 
Diocesan Offices for Parish Life and Vocations, will 
consist of Eucharistic Adoration; praise and 
worship, a talk by Laura Wendt, reconciliation, and 
a social.  Father Jeffrey Walsh, Episcopal Vicar for 
Clergy, will preside and serve as homilist.  All are 
welcome to attend.  For more information, please 
contact Dominick Costantino at 570-780-2996. 
 

 
“Strengthening our commitment to social justice and to 

those in need.” 
     Your gifts to the Diocesan Annual Appeal 
enables us to serve the poorest, the weakest and 
the most vulnerable among us through the 
ministries of Catholic Social Services that feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked and provide shelter, 
counseling and assistance for those most in need.  
Many more individuals in parish communities 
receive assistance through parish-based Social 
Justice Programs funded by the Appeal.  
Diocesan Grants were awarded to 45 parish 
programs this year including food and clothing 
pantries, monthly dinners for families in need 
and outreach to prison inmates.   
     Our goal for the 2017 Annual Appeal is 
$41,000.   
 

St. Basil’s Boiler Update 
Thank you for your help and support.  

Work on the boiler in St. Basil’s rectory is 
continuing.   

More to follow. 
 

“Do not worry over things that generate preoccupation 

and anxiety.  One thing is only necessary:  to lift up your 

spirit and love God.” 

~St. Padre Pio 
 

Mercy    
Resentment, anger and vengeance 
are all human feelings – and even 
understandable at times.  But God 
calls us to look beyond our 
problems and to live for the Lord, to 
belong to the Lord.  The prayer Jesus gave us 
teaches us to forgive those who trespass against 
us.  We ask to be forgiven, and God’s mercy 
extends when we have sinned.  Learning to live 
with God’s gracious mercy and being merciful 
to each other are the keys to a successful 
Christian life.  Are you ready for mercy? 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A.  Illustration © 2002 
M. Erspamer, OSB.  Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, STD © 2002 OCP.  All 
rights reserved. 



 


