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St. Basil the Great Church 
Dushore, PA 

 
 
St. John Neumann Shrine 
Sugar Ridge, PA 

 

         St. Francis of Assisi Church 
        Mildred, PA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          St. Francis of Assisi Chapel 
          Eagles Mere, PA 
 

 
Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 
(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 

Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 
Website ~ ihmdushore.com 

 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Or by appointment 

THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH  
October 1st, 2017~ Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place 
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on 
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the 
pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are relocating to a new parish, 
please notify the office before you move.)  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to 
God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number 
of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 
9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months 
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health 
care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of 
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Twenty-sixth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Sunday, October 1st, 2017 
 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:25-28 
Ezekiel reminds the people that if a sinner turns 
away from his iniquity, he will live, not die. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: 25 
 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-11 
Paul urges the converts at Philippi to be united in 
spirit and ideals, avoiding rivalry and dissension.  
He ends with the beautiful hymn extolling the 
humility and sacrifice of Christ. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 21:28-32 
Jesus speaks words of rebuke to the chief priests 
and the elders because they are not believing the 
teachings of John the Baptist.  He warns them that 
tax collectors and prostitutes, who do believe John, 
will enter the Kingdom of God before them. 
 

DAILY READINGS 
Monday ~ The Holy Guardian Angels 

Zec 8:1-8; Ps 102; Mt 18:1-5,10 
Tuesday  

Zec 8:20-23; Ps 87; Lk 9:51-56 
Wednesday ~ Saint Francis of Assisi 

Neh 2:1-8; Ps 137; Lk 9:57-62 
Thursday ~ Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest 

Neh 8:1-4a,5-6,7b-12; Ps 19; Lk 10:1-12 
Friday ~ Saint Bruno, Priest; Blessed Marie Rose 

Durocher, Virgin 
Bar 1:15-22, Ps 79; Lk 10:13-16 

Saturday ~ Our Lady of the Rosary 
Bar 4:5-12,27-29; Ps 69; Lk 10:17-24 

SUNDAY ~ TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME 

Is 5:1-7; Ps 80; Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43 

Entering the Kingdom of Heaven 
     The parable in the Gospel Reading, Jesus 
says, is about entering the kingdom of heaven.  In 
the parable, a father says to one of his sons, “Go 
to work in my vineyard, Son!” and that son says, 
“NO!”  Then the father says to his other son, 
“Go to work in my vineyard, Son!”  And that son 
says, “YES!” 
     Which of these sons is the good son?  Which 
one enters the kingdom of heaven? 
     You might sensibly enough think that it is 
the son who says “yes” to his father. 
     After all, what could be worse than saying 
“NO!” to God the father?  Who would think 
that rebellious no-sayers could be pleasing to 
God?  Who would suppose that they could 
enter the kingdom of heaven? 
     And so it seems clear that the yes-sayers are 
the ones who will enter the kingdom of heaven 
and those wretched no-sayers will wind up in 
the other place.   
     But this is not what Jesus says.  He says that 
the no-saying son is the one who did the will of 
his father.  He is the one who entered the 
kingdom of heaven, and not the yes-saying son. 
     Why would Jesus say this? 
     Well, the son who says “yes” to his father 
doesn’t actually do what his father wants him 
to do.  It is the no-saying son who actually goes 
to work in his father’s vineyard. 
     And so here is the thing for us to notice.  
What the no-saying son says is contrary to 
God’s will.  But what he does is in accordance 
with it. 
     It is just the other way around with the yes-
saying son.  The words of the son are obedient 
to God’s will, but his life is lived in opposition 
to it. 
     The words of the yes-saying son are empty.  
His life, not his words, tell the real truth about 
his relationship to his father.  The truth is that 
the yes-saying son rejects God’s will, however 
much acceptance there is in his words. 
     And so the Psalm gives us the right prayer to 
go with this parable:  “Lord, teach us your 
ways!”  Our ways need to be God’s ways.  It is 
good if your words say yes to God.  But what is 
crucial is that our lives say YES to God.  Unless 
they do, our words are worthless. 

                           ~Eleonore Stump 



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, September 30 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Ruth Marshall by Miss Kitty 
Sunday, October 1 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Shirley Ambs by the family 
Monday, October 2 
9:00 AM Dushore Dick Holcombe by Mary Lou Meehan 
Wednesday, October 4 
9:00 AM Mildred Deceased members of St. Francis of  
  Assisi Church  
Friday, October 6 ~ First Friday 
9:00 AM Dushore Joseph Obert by Mary Eleanor  
  McMahon 
3:00 PM Dushore Divine Mercy Chaplet 
3:30 PM Dushore Benediction 
Saturday, October 7 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore James McMahon by Mike & Nancy  
  McMahon 
Sunday, October 8 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Judson Battin by IHM Parish Religious  
  Education Program 

 

First Friday Adoration 
On First Friday, October 6th, we will hold 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
beginning immediately after the 9:00 AM 
Mass at St. Basil’s and ending with Reposition 
at 3:30 PM in St. Basil’s Church, Dushore.  
The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be recited at 
3:00 PM.  A sign-up sheet is in the back of 
each church. 

 
Blessing of Animals  

Attention:  All Creatures Big 
and Small 

October 4 is the Feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi.  It is the 
traditional day on which the 

Church blesses all animals big and 
small.  We will celebrate this beautiful 
tradition with a blessing of animals on 
Wednesday, October 4 at 6:15 PM in St. 
Francis of Assisi Hall parking lot in 
Mildred. 

From a sermon by Saint Bernard, abbot 
     He has given his angels charge over you to guard 
you in all your ways.  Let them thank the Lord for his 
mercy; his wonderful words are for the children of men.  
Let them give thanks and say among the nations, 
the Lord has done great things for them.  O Lord, 
what is man that you have made yourself known 
to him, or why do you incline your heart to him?  
And you do incline your heart to him; you show 
him your care and your concern.  Finally, you 
send your only Son and the grace of your Spirit, 
and promise him a vision of your countenance.  
And so, that nothing in heaven should be 
wanting in your concern for us, you send those 
blessed spirits to serve us, assigning them as our 
guardians and our teachers. 
     He has given his angels charge over you to guard 
you in all your ways.  These words should fill you 
with respect, inspire devotion and instill 
confidence; respect for the presence of angels, 
devotion because of their loving service, and 
confidence because of their protection.  And so 
the angels are here; they are at your side, they are 
with you, present on your behalf.  They are here 
to protect you and to serve you.  But even if it is 
God who has given them this charge, we must 
nonetheless be grateful to them for the great love 
with which they obey and come to help us in our 
great need. 
     So let us be devoted and grateful to such great 
protectors; let us return their love and honor 
them as much as we can and should.  Yet all our 
love and honor must go to him, for it is from him 
that they receive all that makes them worthy of 
our love and respect. 
     We should then, my brothers, show our 
affection for the angels, for one day they will be our 
coheirs just as here below they are our guardians 
and trustees appointed and set over us by the 
Father.  We are God’s children although it does not 
seem so, because we are still but small children 
under guardians and trustees, and for the present 
little better than slaves. 
     Even though we are children and have a long, a 
very long and dangerous way to go, with such 
protectors what have we to fear?  They who keep us 
in all our ways cannot be overpowered or led 
astray, much less lead us astray.  They are loyal, 
prudent, powerful.  Why then are we afraid?  We 
have only to follow them, stay close to them, and 
we shall dwell under the protection of God’s 
heaven. 



Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 

September 23rd & 24th, 2017 
$4,496.74 

October Second Collections 
Sept 30th & Oct 1st ~ Care & Education of Priests  

October 7th & 8th ~ Building & Maintenance 
October 14th & 15th ~ Building & Maintenance 
October 21st & 22nd ~ World Mission Sunday 

October 28th & 29th ~ Building & Maintenance 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Word of Life – “Walk with each other.  Do not be 
afraid to embrace God’s gift of life.  Whatever 
storms we face, we are not alone.  He is with us.  
‘Behold, I am with you always, until the end of 
the age’ (Matthew 28:20).” 

~USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

2017-18 Respect Life Reflection Flyer 

NABRE © 2010 CCD.  Used with permission 

 
“Answering 
God’s call to 

a life of 
service to His 

people.” 
     Our priests and deacons unconditionally 
answer the call to serve God’s people meeting 
increasing needs throughout our Diocese.  
Contributions to the Annual Appeal fund 
ongoing formation of our priests, permanent 
deacons, seminarians and deacon candidates.  
These funds also help us care for and support our 
96 retired or ill priests, many of whom continue 
to generously assist with the celebration of 
Masses, the visitation of the sick and by offering 
spiritual guidance to all in need.  Appeal gifts 
also assist the Vocations Office, which has been 
blessed with encouraging growth, in guiding 
those who are considering priesthood through a 
comprehensive discernment process.  We are 
grateful to currently have 13 seminarians 
pursuing the priesthood in the Diocese of 
Scranton.  Your gift to the Annual Appeal 
directly supports the celebration of the Eucharist, 
men in clergy formation, proclamation of the 
Gospel, and administration of the Sacraments 
within our parish communities. 
     Our goal for the 2017 Annual Appeal is 
$41,000.   

Liturgical Ministers for October 7th & 8th                             
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore     J. & G. Donahue, J. Lambert 
     7:30 PM Mildred      K. Bohensky, J. Doyle, J. Walsh 
     9:30 AM Dushore      J. & D. McDonough, J. Krakoski 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    R. Green, N. Henne 
     7:30 PM Mildred     S. Moyer 
     9:30 AM Dushore    M. L. McCamley, J. Wheeler 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore    S. Braisted 
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore    Z. & S. Pedro  

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore   J. Harney 
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Hope  
     9:30 AM Dushore   R. Broschart, J. Rouse 

 

IHM Requiem Choir 
The IHM Requiem Choir will resume its 
ministry of assisting at funeral liturgies after 
Labor Day.  Rehearsals will begin an hour 
prior to the funeral Mass.  This is a unique 
way to serve, to sing, and to especially 
minister to those who are grieving.  Please 
email Deb Rojas at 
reformedrojas@yahoo.com or call 617-633-
6084 to receive information of upcoming 
funerals.  
  

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
 

Patron of the Week 
Garnet Valley Heating & Air Conditioning 

Please support our patrons! 



God’s Justice 
Two sons were asked to work in the vineyard of 
their father.  One said he would do so, but he 
didn’t.  The other said he wouldn’t, but he did.  It 
was this second son who did what the father 
wanted. 
     God, our Father, invites us all to work in the 
vineyard, preparing the world for the coming of 
the kingdom.  Some of us talk about the work 
that needs to be done, calling attention to the 
social ills that divide us: the poverty and hunger, 
the discrimination and oppression, the militarism 
and war. 
     Others of us do something about these 
problems: challenging the systems that produce 
poverty and hunger, struggling to overcome 
discrimination and oppression, agitating for 
peace and an end to militarism. 
     The challenge of Jesus Christ is to look to 
others’ interests rather than to one’s own.  It is to 
look beyond one’s small world, which may be 
filled with satisfaction and fulfillment, to look out 
into that world where people suffer and die.  And 
it is to go beyond talk and become involved in 
action for the transformation of the world. 
     Two sons were asked to work in the vineyard 
of their father.  One of them did what the father 
wanted. 
     It is not enough to recall principles, state 
intentions, point to crying injustices and utter 
prophetic denunciations; these words will lack 
real weight unless they are accompanied for each 
individual by a livelier awareness of personal 
responsibility and by effective action. 
~Pope Paul VI, Octagesimo Adveniens, 1971:48 

-Gerald Darring 
 

Fall Training for Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion and 

Lectors 
Training for Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion and Lectors will be held 
this fall.  If you feel that God is calling you 
to these ministries, please contact the parish 
office at 570-928-8865 or email at 
ihmparish@frontier.com.  Sign up sheets 
are also available in the back of the church. 

Feel called to become a Catholic? 
RCIA – Rite of Christin Initiation of Adults 

† Are you searching for a relationship 
with God? 

† Do you want to learn more about the 
Catholic way of life?  

† Are you interested in becoming a 
Catholic Christian?  

† Were you baptized Catholic and want 
to complete the Sacraments?  

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
is a spiritual formation journey for those 
seeking to become Catholic. This spiritual 
journey is more than just faith formation – at 
its core, the RCIA is a journey of conversion 
and relationship with Jesus Christ and his 
Church. If you want to learn more, or think you 
are being called to become Catholic, contact 
the parish office 570-928-8865 or Donn 
Tourscher, 570-928-9361. 

 
Lost and Found 

A set of Rosary beads and other items in a 
leather pouch was found in St. Basil’s 
Church over the weekend.  If you think 
these are yours or know who they belong to, 
please contact the parish office at 570-928-
8865.  
 

Saint Gabriel’s Retreat Center 
Clarks Summit, PA 

October 20-22, 2017  
The Passion of Jesus Christ 

Preached Retreat for Men and Women 
Directed by Brother Andre Mathieu, CP of 

Saint Ann’s Basilica, Scranton 
Comfortable Silence during retreat.  Begins 
on Friday evening at 7:30 PM (registration 
at 7 PM) and ends after the noon meal on 
Sunday.  (No meals are served Friday 
evening.)  Preached retreats consist of 
conferences on the spiritual life, time for 
personal reflection, prayer, opportunity for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and 
Liturgy.  A deposit is required.   
For more information, please call the 
Retreat Office: 570-586-4957 or email 
kporter@epix.net  
 



The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish Fall Bazaar  

Sunday, November 12th 
The Immaculate Heart of 

Mary Parish Fall Bazaar 
will be held on Sunday, 
November 12th, in St.  

Francis Hall in Mildred from 12:00 to 5:00 PM.  
Theme baskets are available at the back of the 
churches.  Be sure to take one and stuff it full 
of items you would like, such as children’s 
toys, pet supplies, art supplies, etc.  Return the 
baskets to the Parish Office in Mildred or to St. 
Basil’s Church by November 6th.   

Donations Needed 
Basket of Cheer – wines, whiskeys, cheese 
balls, crackers, etc. 
Baked Goods – We need pies, cakes, cookies, 
cupcakes, fudge, breads, etc., for the bake sale. 
Christmas Store – Christmas items that are in 
good condition to be sold at the store. 
New Items – New craft items, hunting clothes, 
winter wreaths, fall and winter center pieces, 
etc. to be chanced off throughout the day. 
Food Baskets – Items for our food baskets, 
canned vegetables, fruit, coffee, cereal, etc.   
Helpers Needed – If anyone is willing to help 
in any way, please call 570-928-8730 or 570-928-
8276. Thank you for your help.    

~The Bazaar Committee 

 
 
 

 
Congratulations to the winners of the  

Bazaar Raffle! 
Week 1 

          $25.00   Joseph Harney 
          $25.00   Joan Doyle  
          $15.00   Tristan Osowski   
          $15.00   Helen Evangelisti 
          $10.00   Brenda Beers  

Week 2 
          $25.00   Jean Doyle 
          $25.00   Linda Schaad  
          $15.00   Ray Barber  
          $15.00   Al Milo  
          $10.00   Mary Fritsch 
 

Congratulations, Confirmandi! 
The Sacrament of Confirmation was 
celebrated on Wednesday, September 
20th in St. Basil’s Church.  Please 

continue to keep the following young 
people in your prayers.  

Tia Baldwin, Angel Fitzgerald,  
Jenna Hemighaus, Bryan Hope, Trace Neary 

Jaeden Patson, Silas Pedro,  
Kirsten Rojas, Trinity Rojas,  

Ryan Smith, Kaelyn Wettlaufer 
 

 

Knights of Columbus Roast Beef 
Dinner 

Friday, October 20th, 2017 
St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore     4 – 7 PM 

 

St. Basil’s Boiler Update 
Work on the boiler in St. Basil’s rectory is 
continuing.  Thank you to the following people 
who contributed toward the repairs.  To 
contribute, please send a check to the parish 
office or place it in the collection basket.  Be 
sure to mark “Boiler Repairs” on your check. 
Stephen Branosky 
Dave and Helen Barrington  
Hayes and Kat Clark 
Robert Harcharik  
Cynthia Mitchell  
Anonymous 

Come “Pray the Rosary” on October 14 at Noon 

across from the Jolly Trolley, Dushore 
 We are celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the 
Miracle of the Sun in Fatima.  The whole Catholic 
Church around the world will pray at this special 
time in commemoration of the signs and 
messages to “stop offending God,” and pray for 
an end to abortion, pornography, blasphemy, 
anti-religious hatred; we will pray that God 
convert the hearts of all to the “Way” of grace 
and salvation.  Bring your rosary. Prayer 
programs will be provided.  For more 
information contact Suzanne Kaier, 570-764-
5948 or our office at 570-928-8865. 



 


