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St. Basil the Great Church 
Dushore, PA 

 
 
St. John Neumann Shrine 
Sugar Ridge, PA 

 

         St. Francis of Assisi Church 
        Mildred, PA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          St. Francis of Assisi Chapel 
          Eagles Mere, PA 
 

 
Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 
(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 

Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 
Website ~ ihmdushore.com 

 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Or by appointment 

THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH  
October 15th, 2017~ Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place 
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on 
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the 
pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are relocating to a new parish, 
please notify the office before you move.)  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to 
God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number 
of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 
9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months 
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health 
care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of 
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Twenty-eighth Sunday 
 in Ordinary Time 

Sunday, October 15th, 2017 
 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 25:6-10a 
This passage describes the new Jerusalem as a 
heavenly banquet on the mountain with the Lord 
God wiping away all tears. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 23 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:12-14,19-20 
In simple, direct words, Paul thanks the Philippians 
for alleviating his hardships.  He stresses, though, 
that he is as accustomed to poverty as to abundance 
and finds all his strength in Christ. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14 
Once more speaking to the chief priests and the 
elders, Jesus relates the parable of the wedding 
banquet.  A King, preparing a wedding banquet for 
his son, summons all the invited guests.  When, 
after several invitations, no guests arrive, the King 
commands his servants to “go out into the byroads 
and invite anyone you come upon.”  Again, Jesus 
warns the elders, “the invited are many, the elect 
are few.” 
 

Monday ~ Saint Hedwig, Religious; Saint Margaret 
Mary Alacoque, Virgin 

Rom 1:1-7; Ps 98; Lk 11:29-32 
Tuesday ~ Saint Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop, Martyr 

Rom 1:16-25; Ps 19; Lk 11:37-41 
Wednesday ~ SAINT LUKE, EVANGELIST 

2 Tm 4:10-17b; Ps 145; Lk 10:1-9 
Thursday ~ Saints John de Brebeuf and Isaac Jogues, 

Priests, and Companions, Martyrs 
Rom 3:21-30; Ps 130; Lk 11:47-54 

Friday ~ Saint Paul of the Cross, Priest 
Rom 4:1-8; Ps 32; Lk 12:1-7 

Saturday  
Rom 4:13,16-18; Ps 105; Lk 12:8-12 

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Is 45:1,4-6; Ps 96; 1 Thes 1:1-5b; Mt 22:15-21 

Rich and juicy 
     The First Reading says that the Lord of hosts 
will provide a feast for his people, a feast of choice 
wines and rich and juicy food. 
     Rich food is the kind that our culture warns us 
against.  Everything shouts at us that if we want to 
look good and be healthy, the one thing we should 
be sure to avoid is rich food.  And what can we say 
about choice wines?  They cost a lot of money, 
which could be better spent on other things; and 
nobody can exercise hard or work well who is full 
of choice wines. 
     Furthermore, almost everybody is dieting or has 
been dieting.  But we all know that even successful 
dieters fail in the long run.  Often, a person diets 
just long enough to get rid of excess weight and 
then happily goes right back to his old habits of 
eating rich and juicy food.  That’s how diets fail. 
     We seem pressed, then, to give up rich and juicy 
things forever.  And it isn’t just a matter of food.  
Work, marriage, children – all these things can give 
the same impression.  Give unstintingly, labor 
ceaselessly; but, please, please, nothing rich and 
juicy!  At least, not if you want to be healthy, 
attractive, and successful. 
     This is a grim and grinding picture of human 
life. 
     But it is not the Lord’s picture.  We are made by 
him to be fed till full on the very best, the most rich 
and juicy of all.  The Lord himself will provide it 
for us in heaven, in the wedding supper of the 
Lamb.  But, in this life too, the Lord feeds us with 
the best – and that is himself, in the bread and wine 
of the Eucharist.  There is no choicer wine or richer 
food. 
     And so, as the First Reading shows us, we are 
not commanded to a life of grimness.  We are 
called to joy. 

                           ~Eleonore Stump 

 
All Souls Day ~ November 2nd  

     In your envelope packet you will find an 
envelope for All Souls Day.  The Mass intentions 
for All Souls Day will be the names written on 
these envelopes.  Please fill them in, place 
whatever offering you wish inside the envelope 
and return it in any of the collections.   
The Book of the Dead (names of deceased loved 
ones) will be in both churches during the month 
of November.  All are invited to write the names 
of any deceased loved ones, family and friends in 
the respective pages of 2017.   



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, October 14 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Florence Campbell by Leo & Denise  
  Lambert 
Sunday, October 15 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Margaret & John Pastusic by the family 
9:30 AM Dushore Mass for the People 
Monday, October 16 
9:00 AM Dushore Edward & Frances Burke Kelly by  
  Edward M. Kelly 
Tuesday, October 17 
9:00 AM Mildred Mary Potuck by Joe Soden 
Thursday, October 19 
9:00 AM Mildred Eugene “Jimmy” Decker by Gary &  
  Wendi Raupers & family 
10:30 AM Darway Tom & Carol Hughes by Charles &  
  Bonnie Monaghan 
Friday, October 20 
9:00 AM Dushore Patricia Schroer by Roseanne & Jeff  
  Smithkors 
Saturday, October 21 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Mass for the People 
Sunday, October 22 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Arno Serafini by Dee Dee Charnitski 
9:30 AM Dushore Myrtle Kramer by Joe & Diane McDonough 

 

Wednesday, November 1st is the 
feast of All Saints. This is a holyday 
of obligation. The Mass schedule for 
the holyday is as follows:  

Tuesday, October 31st – Vigil 
7:00 PM – St. Basil’s, Dushore 

Wednesday, November 1st – All Saints 
9:00 AM – St. Francis, Mildred 
7:00 PM – St. Basil’s, Dushore 

 
Memorial Mass of Light 

On Thursday, November 2nd, All Souls Day, a 
Memorial Mass of Light will be held at 7:00 
PM in St. Basil’s Church, celebrating the life of 
each of our parishioners who have died and 
have had a Mass of Christian Burial at St. 
Basil’s or St. Francis during the past year.  A 
devotional candle will be lit in their memory 
and their names will be read during the 
Liturgy.  All family members are encouraged 
to attend this special Mass. 

From the spiritual diaries by Saint John de 
Brébeuf, priest and martyr 

May I die only for you, Jesus, who willingly died 
for me 

     For two days now I have experienced a great 
desire to be a martyr and to endure all the 
torments the martyrs suffered. 
     Jesus, my Lord and Savior, what can I give 
you in return for all the favors you have first 
conferred on me?  I will take from your hand the 
cup of your sufferings and call on your name.  I vow 
before your eternal Father and the Holy Spirit, 
before your most holy Mother and her most 
chaste spouse, before the angels, apostles and 
martyrs, before my blessed fathers Saint Ignatius 
and Saint Francis Xavier – in truth I vow to you, 
Jesus my Savior, that as far as I have the strength 
I will never fail to accept the grace of martyrdom, 
if some day you in your infinite mercy should 
offer it to me, your most unworthy servant. 
     I bind myself in this way so that for the rest of 
my life I will have neither permission nor 
freedom to refuse opportunities on dying and 
shedding my blood for you, unless at a particular 
juncture I should consider it more suitable for 
your glory to act otherwise at that time.  Further, 
I bind myself to this so that, on receiving the 
blow of death, I shall accept it from your hands 
with the fullest delight and joy of spirit.  For this 
reason, my beloved Jesus, and because of the 
surging joy which moves me, here and now I 
offer my blood and body and life.  May I die only 
for you, if you will grant me this grace, since you 
willingly died for me.  Let me so live that you 
may grant me the gift of such a happy death.  In 
this way, my God and Savior, I will take from 
your hand the cup of your sufferings and call on 
your name:  Jesus, Jesus, Jesus! 
     My God, it grieves me greatly that you are not 
known, that in this savage wilderness all have not 
been converted to you, that sin has not been 
driven from it.  My God, even if all the brutal 
tortures which prisoners in this region must 
endure should fall on me, I offer myself most 
willingly to them and I alone shall suffer them 
all. 
 

It is during our darkest moments that we must 

focus to see the light. 



Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 

October 7th & 8th, 2017 
$5,325.19 

Building & Maintenance 
$489.02 

October Second Collections 
October 14th & 15th ~ Building & Maintenance 
October 21st & 22nd ~ World Mission Sunday 

October 28th & 29th ~ Building & Maintenance 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Word of Life – “We must listen to God, who speaks 
to us.  Having a well-formed conscience doesn’t 
mean we have all the answers to the complex 
problems in the world, but it does mean that we are 
sensitive to the needs and struggles of other people.” 

~USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

“Understanding Conscience” 

 

Feel called to become a Catholic? 
RCIA – Rite of Christin Initiation of Adults 

† Are you searching for a relationship 
with God? 

† Do you want to learn more about the 
Catholic way of life?  

† Are you interested in becoming a 
Catholic Christian?  

† Were you baptized Catholic and want 
to complete the Sacraments?  

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is 
a spiritual formation journey for those seeking to 
become Catholic. This spiritual journey is more 
than just faith formation – at its core, the RCIA is 
a journey of conversion and relationship with 
Jesus Christ and his Church. If you want to learn 
more, or think you are being called to become 
Catholic, contact the parish office 570-928-8865 
or Donn Tourscher, 570-928-9361. 

 
World Mission Sunday ~ October 22nd, 2017 

Next week, we will celebrate World Mission 
Sunday. Pope Francis invites the entire Church to 
support the young mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, 
the Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin America and 
Europe, where priests, religious, and lay leaders 
serve some of the poorest of the poor.  Please 
keep the Missions in your prayers and be generous 
in next week’s collection for the Society of the 
Propagation of the Faith. 

Liturgical Ministers for October 21st & 22nd                              
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore     T. Finan, J. & G. Donahue 
     7:30 PM Mildred      K. Bohensky, H. Clark, J. Walsh 
     9:30 AM Dushore      D. Fite, J. & D. McDonough 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    R. Green, J. A. Shoemaker 
     7:30 PM Mildred     S. Moyer 
     9:30 AM Dushore    D. Hallam, J. Fite 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore    S. Braisted 
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore    C. Minier 

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore   J. Harney 
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Hope  
     9:30 AM Dushore   C. & P. Wylie 

 

IHM Requiem Choir 
The IHM Requiem Choir will resume its 
ministry of assisting at funeral liturgies after 
Labor Day.  Rehearsals will begin an hour 
prior to the funeral Mass.  This is a unique 
way to serve, to sing, and to especially 
minister to those who are grieving.  Please 
email Deb Rojas at 
reformedrojas@yahoo.com or call 617-633-
6084 to receive information of upcoming 
funerals.  
  

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
 

Patron of the Week 
Twin Spruce Tourist Home 

Please support our patrons! 



The Wedding Banquet 
“The Lord of hosts will provide for all peoples a 
feast of rich food and choice wines, juicy, rich food 
and pure, choice wines … he will destroy the veil 
that veils all peoples … he will destroy death 
forever.” 
     The kingdom has been prepared, and it is 
coming.  Jesus likened it to a wedding banquet to 
which the invited guests are summoned. 
     Of course, there are some who refuse to come.  
They prefer to remain mired in their oppressive 
attitudes, their discriminatory relationships with 
others, their violent approach to solving social 
problems.  They prefer revenge to forgiveness.  
They prefer the superiority of some to the equality 
of all.  They see victimization and blame the victims.  
They are the invited guests who are unfit to come. 
     There are those others, however, whose love for 
God expresses itself in eagerness to do good for 
others.  They are the ones who “live in the house of 
the Lord,” preferring love, forgiveness and equality.  
They will welcome the coming of the kingdom with 
the cry:  “let us rejoice and be glad that God has 
saved us!” 
     Christians cannot yearn for anything more 
ardently than to serve the men of the modern 
world ever more generously and effectively. 
     Therefore, holding faithfully to the gospel and 
benefiting from its resources, and united with every 
man who loves and practices justice, Christians 
have shouldered a gigantic task demanding 
fulfillment in this world. 
     Concerning this task they must give a reckoning 
to him who will judge every [person] on the last 
day. 
Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern 
World, 1965:93 

-Gerald Darring 

 
Fall Training for Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion and Lectors 
Training for Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion and Lectors will be held 
this fall.  If you feel that God is calling you 
to these ministries, please contact the parish 
office at 570-928-8865 or email at 
ihmparish@frontier.com.  Sign up sheets 
are also available in the back of the church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This Weekend is In-Pew Commitment Weekend 
     Thank you to those who have already joined 
us as we “Walk Together in the Light of Christ” 
by making a pledge to the Diocesan Annual 
Appeal.  On behalf of all who benefit from your 
gifts, Bishop Joseph Bambera extends his sincere 
gratitude to everyone who has already made a 
pledge to the 2017 Diocesan Annual Appeal.  
Each gift truly matters.  If you have not yet made 
your gift, please consider making a pledge this 
weekend – Annual Appeal pledge envelopes will 
be distributed at all of our Masses. 
     Everyone at Mass will be asked to complete 
the pledge form, whether or not they have made 
a pledge or intend to pledge. 
     You are also invited to list your personal 
prayer intentions on the inside pledge form and 
to attend a special Mass of Thanksgiving to be 
held at St. Peter’s Cathedral, Scranton, on 
Sunday, November 26 at 10:00 AM.  Your 
intention will be remembered at this Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Joseph C. Bambera.  Prayer 
intentions are welcome whether or not you make 
a gift to the Diocesan Annual Appeal. 

 
Appeal Update: 

Our Parish Goal: $41,000 
Total Raised: $12,415 

Percentage of Goal Pledged  
10.86% (49 out of 451 people pledged) 

 
 

Knights of Columbus Roast Beef 
Dinner 

Friday, October 20th, 2017 
St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore     4 – 7 PM 

Adults ~ $9.00, Children ~ $3.00 
Children under 6 eat for free! 

Desserts are needed for the dinner.  They 
can be dropped off at St. Basil’s Hall the 

day of the dinner. 
 



The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish Fall Bazaar  

Sunday, November 12th 
The Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Parish Fall Bazaar will 

be held on Sunday, November 12th, in St.  
Francis Hall in Mildred from 12:00 to 5:00 PM.  
Theme baskets are available at the back of the 
churches.  Be sure to take one and stuff it full 
of items you would like, such as children’s 
toys, pet supplies, art supplies, etc.  Return the 
baskets to the Parish Office in Mildred or to St. 
Basil’s Church by November 6th.   

Donations Needed 
Basket of Cheer – wines, whiskeys, cheese 
balls, crackers, etc. 
Baked Goods – We need pies, cakes, cookies, 
cupcakes, fudge, breads, etc., for the bake sale. 
Christmas Store – the Christmas Shop needs 
donations of clean, gently used Christmas and 
fall decorations, knick-knacks, jewelry, toys, 
games and crafts. 
New Items – New craft items, hunting clothes, 
winter wreaths, fall and winter center pieces, 
etc. to be chanced off throughout the day. 
Food Baskets – Items for our food baskets, 
canned vegetables, fruit, coffee, cereal, etc.   
Helpers Needed – If anyone is willing to help 
in any way, please call 570-928-8730 or 570-928-
8276. Thank you for your help.    

~The Bazaar Committee 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to the winners of the  

Bazaar Raffle! 
Week 5 

          $25.00   Lance McCarty 
          $25.00   Jerome & Martha  
                                           Burgman  
          $15.00   Joellen Kule   
          $15.00   Jane Freiler 
          $10.00   James McCamley  

Week 6 
          $25.00   Linda Tourscher 
          $25.00   Paul Metzger  
          $15.00   Diane Fitzgerald  
          $15.00   John & Kim Bilski  
          $10.00   Donna Ambrosius 

St. Basil’s Boiler Update 
Thank you to all who have contributed 
toward the repairs to the boiler in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  We have been advised that the 
boiler needs to be replaced.  We have 
received an estimate from Williams Oil of 
$12,990.00 to replace the existing oil fired 
boiler with a new gas boiler.   To date, we 
have received $1,555 in donations.  Please 
consider making a donation! To contribute, 
please send a check to the parish office or 
place it in the collection basket.  Be sure to 
mark “St. Basil’s Boiler” on the memo line of 
your check. 
Stephen Branosky 
Dave and Helen Barrington  
Hayes and Kat Clark 
Robert Harcharik  
Cynthia Mitchell  
Brenda Beers 
Richard Hallam 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rouse 
Mr. & Mrs. William Henne 
Mr. & Mrs. James Lambert 
Anonymous 

 

25th Annual Night at the Races 
Friday, November 17th, 2017 

St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore 
 Sandwich Buffet: 5:45 PM   

Post Time: 6:45 PM 
  A Sandwich Buffet will be served 

starting at 6:00 PM, and the first 
of ten races will begin with a 
6:45 PM “Post Time.” You can 
“Buy A Horse(s)” for $10.00, and 
if your horse wins a race you 

gain a $50.00 prize. For more 
information and tickets please contact Dean 
Homer, Bob Getz, Bob Hurley, Jerry 
McMahon, Jim Souto, Nathan Chase, Mark 
Evangelisti, Martina Denmon or John 
Shoemaker.  Special 1st, 5th &10th Races $100 
a Horse ($500 prize).  Call 928-8932 or 
email pdean@homerfuneralhome.com to 
reserve your horse. Please be sure to name 
your horses and mail you check, payable to 
IHM Parish, to P. Dean Homer, P O Box 1, 
Dushore, PA   18614-0001, (570) 928-8932. 



 


