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St. Basil the Great Church 
Dushore, PA 

 
 
St. John Neumann Shrine 
Sugar Ridge, PA 

  

        St. Francis of Assisi Church 
        Mildred, PA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          St. Francis of Assisi Chapel 
          Eagles Mere, PA 
 

 
 

          
 
            

 
Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 
(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 

Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 
Website ~ ihmdushore.com 

 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
Volunteer Business Manager ~ Mr. Richard Hallam 

 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Or by appointment 

THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH  
February 11 ~ Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

mailto:ihmparish@frontier.com


A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place 
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on 
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the 
pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are relocating to a new parish, 
please notify the office before you move.)  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to 
God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number 
of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 
9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months 
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health 
care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of 
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevate-d above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



The Sixth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

 

Sunday, February 11, 2018 
 

The First Reading is from the Book of Leviticus 

(13:1-2, 44-46). In Old Testament times, leprosy is 

a term used to describe a variety of chronic skin 

diseases. When the priest determines that one has a 

contagious disease, the person is declared “unclean” 

and banished from the community. If someone 

unknowingly approaches the leper, he/she must 

shout “Unclean! Unclean!” for such contact renders 

the “clean” person “unclean.” If a leper is cured, he 

must go to the priest to undergo purification before 

he can be readmitted to the community. Because 

there is widespread belief that leprosy is brought on 

by sin, lepers are not only physically loathsome and 

socially dangerous, but are also viewed as morally 

reprehensible. 

The Responsorial Psalm (32:1-2, 5, 11) This is one 

of the seven “penitential psalms” in the Psalter. It is 

a prayer of thanksgiving for the removal of sin. 

The Second Reading is from the first Letter of 

Saint Paul to the Corinthians (10:31-11:1). This 

reading concludes Paul’s teaching on whether it is 

lawful for Christians to eat food of the meat of 

animals that had been offered to idols in pagan 

sacrifices. Paul sees no problem in eating such food 

since Christians do not believe in idols. Therefore, 

the food is not unclean. However, Paul is exhorting 

the stronger members of this community to be 

sensitive to the weaker members, or less formed 

members, to abstain from such food if it might give 

scandal to new members who may still believe that 

eating such food is a form of idolatry. Paul is 

encouraging the more formed members of the 

community to sacrifice some of their freedom for 

the glory of God. “Whatever you do … do for the 

glory of God.” When Paul says, he seeks “to please 

everyone in every way” he is not saying that he 

gives up his principles in order to be a ‘crowd 

pleaser’. Rather, he is saying he too sacrifices his 

freedom in order to make the Gospel attractive to 

those he is seeking to evangelize. 

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of Mark 

(1:40-45). Although excluded from the community, 

lepers are allowed to attend synagogue, but they sit 

behind a protected screen, never daring to come into 

the main part of the synagogue. While we do not 

know the exact location of today’s event, perhaps it 

occurs during a synagogue service. Recognizing 

Jesus to be a holy man, the leper may have done the 

unthinkable; he rushes from behind the screen and 

approaches Jesus. He believes Jesus can heal him, 

but he was not sure if Jesus will want to heal him. 

“If you wish, make me clean.” Then Jesus does the 

unthinkable, he stretches out his hand and touches 

the untouchable thereby incurring ritual 

uncleanness. Jesus tells the rejected man: “Of 

course I want to heal you. Be made clean.” Jesus’ 

touch heals the man not only on a physical level but 

also on a social and spiritual level. He no longer 

feels rejected by the community or by God. We 

notice again a reference to the messianic secret 

(explained in last week’s commentary). The leper is 

told not to tell anyone about his healing—but how 

does one contain wonderful good news? So he runs 

off and tells everyone. The man is told to go to the 

priest so he can get a certificate declaring himself 

clean, enabling him to once again mix with the 

community and worship with them. 

 
Monday 

Jas 1:1-11; Ps 119:67-68, 71-72, 75-76; Mk 8:11-13 

Tuesday 

Jas 1:12-18; Ps 94:12-15, 18-19; Mk 8:14-21 

Wednesday ~ Ash Wednesday 

Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6a, 12-14, 17; 2 Cor 5:20-6:2; Mt 6:1-

6, 16-18 

Thursday 

Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25 

Friday 

Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6a, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday 

Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32 

Sunday ~ FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Pt 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15 

 

Liturgical Ministers for February 14 
Ash Wednesday 

Special Ministers of Communion 
     7:00 AM Dushore    J. Hatch  

     9:00 AM Mildred      H. Clark 
     7:00 PM Dushore    D. Homer 

Lectors 
     7:00 AM Dushore    R. Green  
     9:00 AM Mildred      R. Gumble, S. Moyer 

     7:00 PM Dushore    K. Homer, J.A. Shoemaker 

Altar Servers 
     9:00 AM Mildred     R. Thomas 

     7:00 PM Dushore    S. Braisted 



 

 

Liturgical Ministers for February 17-18 
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore    T. Finan  
     7:30 AM Mildred      J. Walsh 

     9:30 AM Dushore    J. Tourscher 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    D. Lambert, N. Henne 

     7:30 AM Mildred      S. Moyer, R. Gumble 

     9:30 AM Dushore    S. Wilcox, P. Wylie 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore    S. Braisted 
     7:30 AM Mildred     R. Thomas 

     9:30 AM Dushore    S. & Z. Pedro 

 

Appeal Update: 

Our Parish Goal: $41,000 

Total Raised: $30,254.38 

Percentage of Goal Pledged  

74% (161 out of 455 families pledged) 
 

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
February 3-4, 2018 

$3,381.00 
Care & Education of Priests 

$538.00 
February Second Collections 

February 14 ~ The Church in Central and Eastern 
Europe 

February 11, 18, & 25 ~ Building & Maintenance 
Thank you for your generosity! 

PARISH DATES TO REMEMBER 
February 11:  Knights of Columbus Breakfast 
February 14: Ash Wednesday 
February 19:  Confession 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
February 23:  Knights of Columbus Fish Dinner 
February 26:  Confession 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
March 5:  Confession 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
March 9:  Knights of Columbus Fish Dinner 
March 11:  Lenten Penance Service 
        2 PM – Wyalusing 
        4 PM – Dushore  
March 12:  Confession 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
March 18:  Lenten Penance Service 
         2 PM – Canton  
         4 PM – Towanda   
March 19:  Confession 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
March 23:  Knights of Columbus Fish Dinner 
March 25:  Lenten Penance Service 
         3 PM – Sayre   

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, February 10 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Deceased members of the Kulsicavage family 
by Ron & Dee Kulsicavage 
Sunday, February 11 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People  
9:30 AM Dushore Lee Sharrow by Religious Education 
Program 
Tuesday, February 13 
9:00 AM Mildred Lillian Wanagitis by Rita, Lynn, & 
Christopher Busch 

Ash Wednesday Schedule ~ February 14 

7:00 AM Dushore 
Liturgy of the Word/Distribution of Ashes 

9:00 AM Mildred 

Mass/Distribution of Ashes ~ Yvonne M. Evagelisti 

by Bob & Donna Ritinski 

10:30 AM Highlands 

Mass/Distribution of Ashes ~ Valeria Farrell by 

Leonard Simpson family 

7:00 PM Dushore 

Mass/Distribution of Ashes ~ Robert E. Finan by 

Shandra Stoddard & Russel Woolman 
Thursday, February 15 
9:00 AM Mildred Dorothy Schoch by Esperia Stortini & Lee 
Ann Wolfe 
10:30 AM Darway George Barnatovich by Kratcoski Family 
Friday, February 16 
8:30 AM Dushore Stations of the Cross 
9:00 AM Dushore Edward & Frances Burke Kelly by Edward 
M. Kelly 
7:00 PM Mildred Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, February 17 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Catherine Mary McMahon by James & 
Patricia Kearney 
Sunday, February 18 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore John Richlin by Elaine, John Jr., & Chris 

 
For our families who need a report 
of contributions made in 2017 for 

tax purposes, call the office at 570-
928-8865 and leave your name.  A 

report will be mailed promptly. 
 
 



 

 

Ash Wednesday – the beginning of the Season of 
Lent – will be celebrated on Wednesday, February 
14th, 2018. The following is the schedule of 
services.  

7:00 AM – St. Basil’s, 

Liturgy of the Word 

with Distribution of 

Ashes  

9:00 AM – St. Francis, 

Liturgy of the Word 

with Distribution of 

Ashes  

7:00 PM – St. Basil’s, 

Liturgy of the Word with Distribution of Ashes 
 

St. Basil’s Boiler Update 
Thank you to all who have contributed 
toward the repairs to the boiler in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  We have been advised that the 
boiler needs to be replaced.  We have 
received an estimate from Williams Oil of 
$12,990.00 to replace the existing oil fired 
boiler with a new gas boiler.   To date, we 
have received $10,540 in donations.  Please 
consider making a donation! To contribute, 
please send a check to the parish office or 
place it in the collection basket.  Be sure to 
mark “St. Basil’s Boiler” on the memo line. 
 
 

 

Help to Strengthen and Heal Marital 

Relationships 

Retrouvaille Program 

 (To Re- Discover) 
  A program that helps couples who may be 

experiencing tension, stress and loneliness in the 

marriage relationship.  Program helps couples, even 

those separated and divorced to better communicate 

and resolve conflicts in their relationships. Please 

call 1-800-470-2230 or visit the website 

www.helpourmarriage.org  for more information or 

to pre-register.  All calls confidential.  Cost of 

program is by donation. 

Next local weekend:  March 2-4, 2018 at the 

Ramada Inn, Clarks Summit, Pennsylvania. 

Contact Persons:  Nettie and Bob Goldate 

                            570-587-0415 

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
528 La Salle Drive 
Clovis, NM 88101 

 
The churches will be open this winter according to 

the daily Mass schedule for St. Basil’s Church.  

Please refer to the daily Mass schedule in the bulletin 

to see when the church will be open each day.  If 

anyone has any questions please contact the Parish 

Office at (570) 928-8865. 

 
 

The roof of St. Basil’s rectory, being in 
very bad condition, has been repaired 
and restored by Mr. Al Curtin and his 
crew in good time at a discounted price 
to the parish of $15,251, which he has 
agreed can be paid off over a reasonable 
amount of time.  We thank Mr. Curtin 
and his crew for a “job well done” and, 
as always, are blessed by the help from 
our parishioners.  Should anyone wish 
to contribute to the cost of this project, 
please indicate “rectory roof” on your 
check and forward to the parish office.  
Thank you in advance – God Bless. 
 

 

Patron of the Week 
Dushore Agway 

Please support our patrons! 

http://www.helpourmarriage.org/


 

  Diocesan Wedding Anniversary 
Mass Invitation 

His Excellency, the Most Reverend 
Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., 
Bishop of Scranton, and the Office for 

Parish Life wish to invite couples 
celebrating their 25th or 50th wedding 
anniversary in 2018 to a diocesan 
Wedding Anniversary Mass on Sunday, 
June 10.  The event includes a 2:30 
PM Mass at St. Peter’s Cathedral 

followed by a reception.  Requests for 
an invitation, with a mailing address, 

should be made through your pastor 
before March 12. 
 

Knights of Columbus 

Sweetheart Breakfast 
Sunday,  

February 11th, 

2018 

8:00 am – 11:30 

am  

St. Basil’s Hall, 

Dushore, PA 

Adults ~ $9.00 

Children ~ $3.00 

Children 6 and under ~ 

FREE! 
 

We are currently using the Belmont 
Mass setting for this season of 
Ordinary time.  If you would like to 
review it outside of Mass, here is the 
YouTube link.  
https://youtu.be/RBzLrQVOQOY 

We have an amazing singing parish.  
Let’s continue rejoicing in the Lord 
together! 

Altar server training will be 

provided on Sundays after 9:30 

Mass.  Students who have received 

First Communion through high 

school are encouraged to attend.  If 

you have any questions, please 

contact Peter Ferrulli at 570-721-

1121. 

 
 

LENTEN CELEBRATIONS & SERVICES 

The following services and celebrations will be 

held throughout the season of Lent.  All are 

welcome. 

Lenten Community Worship Service 
Redeemer Church, Dushore 

Wednesdays during Lent 
6:00 PM Soup and Sandwich 

7:00 PM Community Worship 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Stations of the Cross 
Stations of the Cross will be 

celebrated on Fridays during Lent 

at 8:30 AM in St. Basil’s and 7:00 
PM in St. Francis of Assisi. 

 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  
Once again, the Knights of Columbus 

will be having their famous Fish 

Dinners during the season of 

Lent from 4:00 to 7:00 pm in 

St. Basil’s Hall. This year, 

the dates are:  

Friday, February 23rd,  

Friday, March 9th,  

and Friday, March 23rd  

4:00 to 7:00 in St. Basil’s Hall  

See you there! 

 

 

https://youtu.be/RBzLrQVOQOY


 

 
The Disciplines of Lent 

The season of Lent begins this year 
on Ash Wednesday, February 14th. 
Traditionally, Lent has been marked 
by three disciplines. The first of 
these is prayer. We will all be 
encouraged to try our best at setting 
aside more time for prayer than we 
are accustomed to doing. In our 
parish, we will have Stations of the 
Cross every Friday. We are 
encouraged to journey into the 
Lenten desert through meditation, 
reflection and contemplation.  
The second discipline is fasting and 
abstinence. Those between the ages 
of 18 and 60 are obligated to fast on 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 
Fasting, as defined by the church, 
consists of eating one full meal for 
the day and eating two partial 
meals, avoiding any food in between. 
Abstinence is an obligation for the 
faithful to refrain from eating meat 
on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, 
and the Fridays of Lent. In addition, 
many people will abstain from 
desserts, sweets and other treats 
during Lent. 
The third discipline of Lent is 
almsgiving and works of charity. 
This reminds us that Lent is 
primarily a season of doing and 
through a deeper awareness of the 
concerns of those around us, 
particularly the poor and the needy, 
we may more closely conform our 
lives to Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

April 18
th

 Lancaster Bus Trip 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish will be 

going to Lancaster again on April 18, 

2018 to see the new production of “Jesus” 

at Sight and Sound Theater.  The cost is 

$135 and will get you the bus, tip for the 

driver, show ticket and dinner at Golden 

Corral.  If you are interested, please send 

your check to Marilyn Burton, 320 Fannon 

Muldoon Rd, Meshoppen, PA 18630.  

Phone 570-833-4851 

 

Dear Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 

 This May, I will graduate from 

Gregory the Great Academy.  It is a 

longstanding tradition of the school for 

the senior class to travel across the sea, 

to embark on a pilgrimage, following in 

the footsteps of St. Francis.  This year 

we will be walking 300 miles from 

Gubbio, through Assisi, to Rome, as 

many pilgrims did in the days of old.  

Following in the tradition of our school, 

we will bring no money with us, but 

instead will offer our juggling and song 

to the people of Italy, trusting in their 

generosity and the goodness of God to 

feed us along the way.  We juggle, sing, 

and perform throughout our senior year 

to fund raise for the airfare and other 

expenses to bring us to Europe, but we 

also rely greatly on the generosity of 

kind souls like you.  I need $1,800, and 

have already raised $450.  If you would 

consider donating, I would be most 

grateful, and please be assured that I 

will carry your intentions with me.  

Please make checks payable to Deborah 

Rojas, and send to 101 Churchill St., 

Dushore, PA 18614.  Thank you for your 

generosity and prayers. 

With gratitude, 

Rich Rojas 


