
 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, 
Dushore, PA   18614 

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, 
Mildred, PA   18632 

(570) 928-8865 
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 

Website ~ ihmdushore.com 
Reverend Thomas J. Major ~ Pastor 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday  
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

Sunday  
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, 

Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM  
St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 

Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM  
St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

 
Or by appointment 

 

THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH 
 
 
 

St. Basil the Great Church 

Dushore, PA 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 

Mildred, PA 
 

St. John Neumann Shrine 

Sugar Ridge, PA 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel 
 Eagles Mere, PA 

December 1, 2019 

mailto:ihmparish@frontier.com
http://www.ihmdushore.com


A WELCOMING COMMUNITY 

You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of 
God.  He is your heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in 
your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, 
offering Him your love and service.  Be grateful to the 
strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it 
and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His 
blessing on those who love His house of faith as the 
inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both in your 
going out and your coming in. 
 
Parish Registration: 
  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Parish to receive Baptism, Confirmation, 
First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to 
receive sponsor letters from the pastor. 
 

New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and 
register.  (If you are relocating to a new parish, please 
notify the office before you move.)  Thank you. 
 

Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as 
soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
 

Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every 
parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people whose 
hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  
“Before you talk to men about God, you talk to God about 
men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the 
collection the name, address and phone number of the 
person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 

 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the faith.  
Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a 
part of this community of faith can call the parish office. 
 

 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 
1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 9:30 AM 
Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this 
special sacrament, parents are required to attend the Pre-
Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of 
each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s Rectory.  Please 
contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
 

 Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating 
marriage should notify the rectory at least six months prior 
to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
 

 Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls 
will be attended to at any time of the day or night. 
 

 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for 
visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health care 
facility. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT:   

We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish, in union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our 
Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, 
Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual 
needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of life, 
justice, and peace to this generation and the generations 
that follow us. 

PRAYER TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and 
splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of 
the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being 

was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevate-d above 
all the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 

O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I 
recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who 

continually intercede on our behalf, 
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 

(Mention your request) 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now 

presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never 
turned away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, 
submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all 

glories are His for ever and ever.   Amen. 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE 



The First Reading is from the  Book of the Prophet 

Isaiah (2:1-5).  Isaiah describes his vision in which all 

nations are gathered together by God in peace.  

The Responsorial Psalm  (122:1-9)  Rejoicing, let us 

enter the house of the Lord.  

The Second Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to 

the Romans (13:11-14).  Be prepared, salvation is near.  

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of Matthew (24:37-

44).  “I’m never getting enough rest!  How can I possibly 

be ‘asleep’?”  In a world of jam-packed schedules and 

high anxiety levels, physical rest may be hard to come 

by.  Yet relentless pursuit of our to-do lists and social 

calendars may keep our minds off of the things that 

really matter.  Jesus knows all too well a pattern of busy, 

harried ignorance.  “In those days before the flood, they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage … they did not know until the flood came and 
carried them all away … two men will be out in the field 
… two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be 
taken, and one will be left.”  When it comes to the 

spiritual life, we can be at work or at relaxation and still 

be spiritually asleep. 

 

Each year, we are called back to remember the essential 

things.  God comes to save His people.  He becomes 

flesh to dwell among us.  Supernatural light pierces the 

world’s darkness and our own.  Advent wakes us up.  

“Stay awake!  For you do not know on which day your 
Lord will come.”  Every Advent, we prepare to 

celebrate Christ’s first coming at Christmas, and we 

anticipate his second coming at the end of time.  

 

“At an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will 
come.”  There’s another hour, too, both known and 

unknown.  It’s the present moment.  Whether it’s a lazy 

Saturday morning or a major business proposal, 

whether it’s attending a kindergarten play or an elderly 

relative’s bedside, at every moment the Lord wants to 

enter into our hearts.  This Advent, let’s pray for the 

grace to stay alert.  Christ is coming soon. 
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Readings Reflection 

Monday 

Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday ~ St. Francis Xavier, Priest 

Is 11:1-10; Ps 72;1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Lk 10:21-24  see 

685:  1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23; Mk 16:15-20 

Wednesday ~ St. John Damascene, Priest, Doctor of 

the Church 

Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday 

Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday ~ St. Nicholas, Bishop 

Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday ~ St. Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor of the 

Church 

Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6; Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8  

see 688:  Eph 3:8-12; Jn 10:11-16 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Rom 15:4-9; Mt 

3:1-12 

In the kindness of your 
prayers, please pray for 
the repose of the soul of 
Roseanne Smithkors.  As 

she shared in the suffering of 
Christ, so may she now share in the 
glory of the risen Savior in heaven. 

Bible Study on Monday nights 
Father will be having Bible Study weekly 

on Monday nights at 6:00 pm in St.  
Francis Rectory.  It will be a video series 
about the Gospel of Matthew.  The Bible 
Study begins on Monday, December 2. 



Saturday, November 30 
3:15 - 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:00 PM Dushore Marcella Richart Hamilton by  
              Tootie, Joe, & Eric 
 
Sunday, December 1 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 

7:30 AM Mildred Pat Blasi by Joyce & Bob  
              Panichi 
9:30 AM Dushore Mass for the People 
 

Monday, December 2 

9:00 AM Mildred The Deceased Members of the  
              Saxer Family by Estate 
 

Friday, December 6 
9:00 AM Dushore Dick Hallam by Anna Vento 
11:45 AM Dushore Divine Mercy Chaplet 
12:00 PM Dushore Benediction 
 

Saturday, December 7 
3:15 - 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:00 PM Dushore Fr. Joe & Mary Ann Hornick  
              by Dee & Ron Kulsicavage 

 
Sunday, December 8 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 

7:30 AM Mildred Deceased members of the Altar 
              & Rosary Society 

9:30 AM Dushore Mass for the People 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Our Weekly Parish Offertory 

Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Parish 

 
The bulletin was sent in before the 

collection on November 23 & 24 
was counted.  That collection will 

be included in the bulletin for 
December 8th. 

 

December Second Collections 
December 1 ~ Care & Education of Priests 

December 8 ~ Retirement Fund for 
Religious 

December 15 ~ Heat & Eat Fund 
December 22 ~ Storm Damage Fund 

December 29 ~ Heat & Eat Fund 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Storm Damage Fund Total 
$116,379.41 

Fiscal Year (July 1, 2019—June 30, 
2020) 

Total Offertory 
$112,449.13 

Total Expenses 
$145,070.41 

Storm Damage 
$63,302.70 

Arrears (Debt) 
$20,164.00 

Baby Bottles 
There will be baby bottles in the back of 
the churches to be used for donations to 

the Endless  
Mountains Pregnancy Care Center.  Please 
take a bottle and return it to ei-
ther church or the parish office 

no later than Father’s Day, 
June 16

th
.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Barb 
Muller at 570-928-8425. 



Liturgical Ministers for December 7-8 

 
Special Ministers of Communion 

4:00 PM  Dushore   J. & G. Donahue, R. Borsa 
7:30 AM  Mildred    J. Walsh 
9:30 AM  Dushore  J. & D. McDonough, T.  
   Hembury 

 
Lectors 

4:00 PM  Dushore  K. Homer, J.A. Shoemaker 
7:30 AM  Mildred R. Gumble, S. Moyer 
9:30 AM  Dushore  J. Bogart, Jim Lambert 

 
Altar Servers 

 4:00 PM Dushore      
 7:30 AM Mildred H. Clark 
 9:30 AM Dushore  C. Minier 

Patron of the Week 
Hurley’s Fresh Market 

Please support our patrons! 

Wide-Open Eyes 
 

When my first child was born, we had a nursery creat-
ed for him that featured images from “The Beginner’s 
Bible” painted on all the walls.  (You may have seen 
this Bible before, where the Biblical figures in the book 
all had large wide-open eyes.)  Images of Adam and 
Eve, David and Goliath, and Jesus were displayed on 
all four walls.  On the largest wall was a big picture of 
Noah’s Ark with lots of animals.  As our son got older, 
we would point to images on the wall as we read bed-
time stories to him.  Our son is now in his 20’s and liv-
ing several hours from us, so those days are far behind 
in our rearview mirror of life. 
 
We prepared quite a lot for his birth.  When our next 
two children were born, the preparation time had de-
creased significantly.  Most parents know what I am 
talking about.  The newness of your first-born brings 
with it so much emotion that you are compelled to 
spend countless hours preparing.  When the next chil-
dren are born, you are certainly excited, but you act 
differently and with a little more reserve. 
 
For most readers, this is not your first Advent.  It 
probably won’t be your last.  If you approach these De-
cember days simply as a way to prepare for Christmas, 
you may find yourself just doing the same old thing as 
last year.  However, if you spend this time reflecting on 
the time when Jesus returns or when you shall see him 
face-to-face, you might be able to stir up some of that 
emotion of anticipation within you. Jesus is coming 
again.  When people of all ages understand that reality, 
it can be a cause for large, wide-open eyes indeed. 
 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Welcome the warmth and spirit of this 
Christmas Season at our Christmas Tree 
Celebration to be held on Saturday,  
December 7th after the 4 o’clock Mass. 
 
Join us on the front lawn of Saint Basil’s 
Church for an evening of caroling and  
refreshments to be capped off with the 
blessing and lighting of our beautifully 
decorated Christmas tree. 



Appeal Update: 
Our Parish Goal: $41,000 

Total Raised: $28,790 

Percentage of Goal Pledged  

70% (143 out of 430 families pledged) 

 Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor  
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any 

allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law  
enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse  
committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay  

employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, 
you are encouraged to immediately report the matter 

to law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, 
lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton 
has cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been 
subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual 

abuse, the matter will be reported to law  
enforcement. It is also the policy of the Diocese to  

adhere to all civil and state regulations. In accordance 
with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Child  

Protective Services Laws, reports of suspected child 
abuse should also be made immediately by phone to 
the 24-HourChild Abuse hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800-

932-0313 or electronically at 
www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis To this end, the  
Diocese is equally committed to adhering to the 

norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding the 
tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of  

Children and Young People, which includes supporting 
victims of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional 

and spiritual well-being. As such, information  
regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor 
should also be reported to the Victim Assistance  

Coordinator, Mary Beth Pacuska at (570-862-7551).  

To All Lectors: 
The new workbooks for year A covering 
the period December 1, 2019 through  

November 22, 2020 are now available in 
the sacristies for you to pick up. 

Thank you! 

The Star Tree is back 
this year in our parish!  
In the back of each 
church is a tree with star 
ornaments on it.  Please 
take an ornament and 
purchase an appropriate 
gift to match the tag,  
return the unwrapped 

gift to the back of either church with the  
ornament attached to it.  Rolls of wrapping paper 
are not necessary to provide this year!  The Star 
Tree provides for the less fortunate people in 
our community.  ‘Tis the season for giving and 
sharing!  If you have any questions, please call 

Anne McDonough at (570)721-1267.  PLEASE 
RETURN ALL STAR TREE GIFTS TO 
EITHER CHURCH by December 15!! 

Spaghetti Dinner 
There will be a spaghetti dinner 

on Sunday, December 1st in St. 

Basil’s Hall from 3 pm—6 pm.   

Cost:  Adults:  $10 

Children ages 6-12:  $5 

Children under 6:  Free 

 

Desserts are needed! 



December 1:  Spaghetti Dinner at St. 

 Basil’s Hall from 3 PM—6 PM 

December 7:  Light Up for Christ 

 St. Basil’s Church following 4:00 

 PM Mass 

December 9:  Feast of the Immaculate 

 Conception ~ 7:00 PM Mass at St. 

 Basil’s 

December 22:  Children’s Christmas 

 Pageant at 11:00 AM in St. Basil’s 

 Hall 

Upcoming Events 

Ad Space, do not move or resize 

Advent Penance Services 
Confessions will be heard on Sunday, December 

8th, at 4:00 PM in St. Basil’s Church, 

Dushore.  Guest confessors will assist.  Come and 

experience God’s gentle compassion and  

forgiveness. 

Choir Rehearsals 
Choir rehearsals will be held every Thursday 
evening in St. Basil’s Church beginning at 
6:00 PM.  Please come and join us!  New 
members are always welcome!  For more  
information, please contact the rectory. 

 
Additional Area Lenten Penance Services 

St. Mary’s Church, Wyalusing 

Sunday, December 8th, 2:00 PM 

St. Michael’s Church, Canton  

Sunday, December 15th, 2:00 PM 

Sts Peter & Paul, Towanda 

Sunday, December 15th, 4:00 PM 

Epiphany, Sayre 

Sunday, December 22nd, 3:00 PM 


