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Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, 

Dushore, PA   18614 

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, 

Mildred, PA   18632 

(570) 928-8865 

Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 

Website ~ ihmdushore.com 

Reverend Thomas J. Major ~ Pastor 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday:  Noon—2 PM 

Friday:  10 AM—2 PM 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, 

Mildred 

9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM  

St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 

Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM  

St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

 

Or by appointment 

 

THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH 

 

 

 

St. Basil the Great Church�

Dushore, PA 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Church�

Mildred, PA�

 

St. John Neumann Shrine�

Sugar Ridge, PA�

 

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel�

 Eagles Mere, PA�

February 23, 2020 



A WELCOMING COMMUNITY�

You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of 

God.  He is your heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in 

your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, 

offering Him your love and service.  Be grateful to the 

strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, 

built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it 

and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His 

blessing on those who love His house of faith as the 

inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy 

Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both in your 

going out and your coming in. 

 

Parish Registration: 

  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate 

Heart of Mary Parish to receive Baptism, Confirmation, 

First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to 

receive sponsor letters from the pastor. 

 

New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and 

register.  (If you are relocating to a new parish, please 

notify the office before you move.)  Thank you. 

 

Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as 

soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 

 

Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every 

parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people whose 

hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  

“Before you talk to men about God, you talk to God about 

men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the 

collection the name, address and phone number of the 

person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 

 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the faith.  

Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a 

part of this community of faith can call the parish office. 

 

 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 

1

st

 and 3

rd

 Sundays of the month following the 9:30 AM 

Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this 

special sacrament, parents are required to attend the Pre-

Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of 

each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s Rectory.  Please 

contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 

 

 Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating 

marriage should notify the rectory at least six months prior 

to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 

 

 Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls 

will be attended to at any time of the day or night. 

 

 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for 

visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health care 

facility. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT:  �

We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Parish, in union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our 

Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 

which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, 

Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 

in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual 

needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of life, 

justice, and peace to this generation and the generations 

that follow us. 

PRAYER TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and 

splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 

New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of 

the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 

Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being 

was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevate-d above 

all the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 

O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I 

recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary! 

Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who 

continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 

(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now 

presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never 

turned away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, 

submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all 

glories are His for ever and ever.   Amen. 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE 



The First Reading is from the  Book of Leviticus (19:1-

2, 17-18).  Be holy, for I, the Lord, your God, am holy.  

The Responsorial Psalm  (103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13)  

Merciful and gracious is the Lord, slow to anger and 

abounding in kindness.  

The Second Reading is from the first Letter of St. Paul 

to the Corinthians (3:16-23).  Are you not aware that 

you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 

dwells in you?  

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of Matthew 

(5:38-48).  The Gospels continue to challenge us to the 

core. �This is especially true in the way our social 

relationships have developed. �Feeling safe and secure in 

the world are not things that come easily these days. �

Actually, we may find ourselves feeling more reservation, 

caution, reluctance, and fear than ever before. �In a 

moment’s notice, life can drastically change. �When 

someone has been intentionally and violently hurt, 

especially someone we love, we can all too easily find 

ourselves very attracted to the Old Testament philosophy 

of “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.”  

Intellectually, we know this is not what Jesus wants us to 

do. �But on some level it just seems to make practical or 

even political sense. �After all, why should we allow 

someone to get away with a heinously violent act? �Yet, 

Jesus cannot be any clearer than he is with this! �Offer no 

resistance to one who is evil. �Turn the other cheek as 

well. �When pressed into service, go two miles. �Do not 

turn your back on one who wants to borrow. �Love your 

enemies. �Now, take a moment to reflect on all of this. �

Consider a horrible act of violence committed against 

someone you love. �Listen. �Think. �Be honest. �Can you 

do as Jesus directs? 

We want to be holy. �But we are more comfortable with a 

definition of holiness that can keep us saying our prayers 

and on our knees in church. �We are not comfortable with 

a definition of holiness that has something to say about to 

how we react to and negotiate life. �We like to keep a 

sharp and strong line between the secular and the sacred. �

In fact, we would prefer that the doors between them be 

kept closed. �God wants us to be holy as He is holy. �If 

God sees this one way and we see it another, then where 

does this leave us on our journey to God? 

Our minds like the practical, worldly, and secular answers 

to things. �They are more black and white and at first 

glance appear to make more sense. �Holiness wells up 

from our souls and is beyond reason. �It cannot be 

explained. �It is something we just simply know comes as a 

result of deep prayer. �The truly contemplative eye knows 

inwardly that what Jesus asks is true and then willingly 

does it. It may not be easy. 

©LPi 

Readings 

Reflection 

Monday 

Jas 3:13-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 9:14-29 

Tuesday 

Jas 4:1-10; Ps 55:7-11, 23; Mk 9:30-37 

Wednesday ~ ASH WEDNESDAY 

Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6b, 12-14, 17; 2 Cor 5:20—6:2; Mt 

6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday ~ Thursday after Ash Wednesday 

Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25 

Friday ~ Friday after Ash Wednesday 

Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6b, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday ~ Saturday after Ash Wednesday 

Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Ps 51:3-6, 12-13, 17; Rom 5:12-19; Mt 

4:1-11 

Bible Study on Monday nights 
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A Prayer for our Military 

God our Father, walk through my house and 

take away all my worries; and please watch 

over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 

hold our troops in Your loving hands.  

Protect them as they protect us.  Bless them 

and their families for the selfless acts they 

perform for us in this, our time of need.  

These things I humbly ask in the name of 

Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   

Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 

96820 

LtG Matthew C. McCandless 

MH 605 Sea Hawk Combat Squadron 

USS Abraham Lincoln (Carrier) 

Steve and Natalie Dymond Caezza 

PCS 817 Box 1806 

FPO, AE. 09622 

Lt. Col Bradley S. Pennella 

155 Saint Mary’s Lane 

Stafford, VA 22556 



Saturday, February 22 

3:15 - 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:00 PM Dushore Harold Fenton by Betty Fenton 

 

Sunday, February 23 

7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 

7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 

9:30 AM Dushore Grant Duane Leljedal by Pat  

               Klein family 

 

Monday, February 24 

9:00 AM Mildred Vincent E. Soden by Dan &  

               Linda Schaad & family 

 

Tuesday, February 25 

9:00 AM Dushore Charles Strodoski by The  

               Hunting Camp 

 

Wednesday, February 26 ~ Ash Wednesday 

9:00 AM Mildred Justin Louis Soden by Jim &  

               Dawn Bohensky 

10:30 AM Highlands Marin L. Worthington by  

                Lee Ann Wolfe 

7:00 PM Dushore Regina Homer by John  

               McCarthy & Mary Lou Meehan 

 

Thursday, February 27 

9:00 AM Dushore Vernon Broschart by Joan  

               Nelson & Jim Bahl 

 

Friday, February 28 

9:00 AM Mildred Jim McGinty by his sisters 

 

Saturday, February 29 

3:15 - 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:00 PM Dushore Mae Barnosky by Rick, Cindy, 

               & Phil Green 

 

Sunday, March 1 

7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 

7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 

9:30 AM Dushore James Bahl by the family 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 

Our Weekly Parish Offertory 

Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of 

Mary Parish 

 

February 15 & 16, 2020 

$3,783.00 

Fuel Fund 

$1,541.00 

Heat & Eat Fund 

$50.00 

Storm Damage Fund 

$605.00 

 

February Second Collections 

February 23 ~ Storm Damage Fund 

February 26 ~ Collection for the Church in 

Central & Eastern Europe 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Storm Damage Fund Total 

$126,899.41 

Fiscal Year (July 1, 2019—June 30, 

2020) 

Total Offertory 

$184,892.57 

Total Expenses 

$244,823.64 

Storm Damage 

$73,822.70 

Arrears (Debt) 

$20,164.00 

Th_ p[rish offi]_ hours will \_: 

Mon^[y:  Noon—2 PM 

[n^ 

Fri^[y:  10 @M—2 PM 

until furth_r noti]_! 

 

Th[nk you! 



Liturgical Ministers for February 26 

Ash Wednesday 
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Patron of the Week 

Bear Fuel 

Please support our patrons! 
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Thank you for the generous donations  

contributed to the Altar & Rosary  

Society’s Bakeless Bake Sale! 

Barbara Muller, President 

Altar & Rosary Society 

 

 

The next Altar & Rosary Society  

meeting will be on Wednesday, March 

11 at 6:30 PM at the St. Francis  

Rectory. 

Please attend! 

Paint and Sip with Karen Black is 

cancelled! 

We will have information on it  

after it has been rescheduled. 

We are sorry for the  

inconvenience.  Thank you! 

Liturgical Ministers for February 29—

March 1 
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In the kindness of your 

prayers, please pray for 

the repose of the souls of 

Mary “Molly” O’Neil,  

Norman Taylor, and Ted Christini.  

As they shared in the suffering of 

Christ, so may they now share in 

the glory of the risen Savior in 

heaven. 

�No�ce Regarding Repor�ng Sexual Abuse of a Minor �
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any allega�on of sexual abuse of a minor to law �

enforcement.  If you are a vic�m of sexual abuse �

commi�ed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay �
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you are encouraged to immediately report the ma�er 
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Diocese is equally commi�ed to adhering to the 
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tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protec�on of �

Children and Young People, which includes suppor�ng 

vic�ms of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emo�onal 
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#being.  As such, informa�on �

regarding an allega�on of sexual abuse of a minor 

should also be reported to the Vic�m Assistance �
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The Disciplines of Lent 

 

The season of Lent begins this year on Ash  

Wednesday, February 26

th

.  Traditionally, Lent has 

been marked by three disciplines.  The first of these is 

prayer.  We will all be encouraged to try our best at 

setting aside more time for prayer than we are  

accustomed to doing.  We are encouraged to journey 

into the Lenten desert through meditation, reflection, 

and contemplation. 

The second discipline is fasting and abstinence.  

Those between the ages of 18 and 60 are  

obligated to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good 

Friday.  When fasting, a person is permitted to 

eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals 

that together do not equal to a full meal.  If 

possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until 

the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the 

“paschal fast” to honor the suffering and death of the 

Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share more 

fully and to celebrate more readily His Resurrection.  

Abstinence is an obligation for the faithful 

(especially those from age 14 and above) to  

refrain from eating meat on Ash Wednesday, 

Good Friday, and the Fridays of Lent.  In  

addition, many people will abstain from desserts, 

sweets and other treats during Lent. 

The third discipline of Lent is almsgiving and works of 

charity.  This reminds us that Lent is primarily a  

season of doing and through a deeper awareness of 

the concerns of those around us, particularly the poor 

and the needy, we may more closely conform our 

lives to Christ. 



�����������	�
�

���������	�
������������

���������������������

��������������
�������������

�� �!�"���������������#������$������%�

Ad Space, do not move or resize 

Upcoming Events 

March 6:  Knights of Columbus Fish 

 Dinner from 4-7 PM 

March 11:  Altar & Rosary Society 

 Meeting at 6:30 PM in St. Francis 

 Rectory 

March 20:  Knights of Columbus Fish 

 Dinner from 4-7 PM 

April 3:  Knights of Columbus Fish 

 Dinner from 4-7 PM 

April 20:  Confirmation at Sts. Peter 

 and Paul Church, Towanda at 6:30 

 PM with Bishop Bambera 

May 3:  First Holy Communion 

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Dushore, PA 03-1303

Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today! 
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453
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570-928-8594
www.mccartythomas.com

Michael L. Hacker, Supervisor / Owner
119 Carpenter St, Dushore, PA 18614

Funerals as Unique as Your Life

FITZPATRICK & 

Rts. 220 & 87, South Dushore 
570-928-8183 • www.fitzandlambert.com

The Sullivan Review
Sullivan County’s Own Newspaper Since 1878

Visit us online at www.thesullivanreview.com

570-928-8403 • 211 WATER STREET • DUSHORE
news@thesullivanreview.com

P. Dean Homer 
Funeral Home

Respectfully Serving Families Since 1861

570-928-8163
www.homerfuneralhome.com

206 Water St., Dushore, PA 18614
P. Dean Homer Licensed PA & NY Funeral Director

570-928-8307
www.twinsprucetourist.com

Jacqueline Diltz-Battin-Proprietor
281 GERMAN ST, DUSHORE, PA 18614

Bed &  
Breakfast

Your Home Away 
From Home

Eagles Mere Main Office 570-525-3929
Dushore Branch Office 570-928-7131

www.robinrealestate.com

 Mary Lou Klem, Realtor®, G.R.I.
 Parishioner
 Office: (570) 928-7922 • Cell:570-220-0115

 mlklemacre@gmail.com
 www.rockyforest.com
 214 South German street, Dushore

The Placemat Ladies
Cindi & Vivian McCarty

570-924-4224
FOR PRINTING AND 

ADVERTISING

The Lodge • www.vrbo.com #429914
The Retreat • www.vrbo.com #403108
570-928-8527 • 972-467-9764

John & Kay Krakoski  Parishioners
jkrakoski@frontiernet.net

373 TOURSCHER RD, DUSHORE, PA 18614

Lusch Acres
  Vacation Homes

The Kilmer Group
Helping you reach your goals

Risk Management
Insurance
Employee Benefits

800-472-8887

DUSHORE
FARM • HOME • GARDEN

BUILDING SUPPLY NEEDS
570-928-8228

112 Headley Avenue, Dushore

YOUR WHOLE HOME ENERGY PROVIDER
Serving North-Central PA and NY’s Southern Tier

PROPANE • HEATING OIL & FUELS 
HVAC SERVICES

800-542-3541 • wocenergy.com

Celebrating 60 years of 
offering safe, friendly & 

dependable service!

Before I formed 
you in the womb, 
I knew you.
GOD
Jeremiah 1:5

www.hurleysfreshmarket.com
Downtown Dushore 570-928-9251 • Colonial Plaza, Towanda 570-265-2616

Blooming Florist
570-928-7320

206 OVERTON ROAD 
DUSHORE

Custom Ceramic  
Tile Installation
570-928-9701

Mark S. Evangelisti • Mildred, PA 18632

570-928-7825
220 Water Street, Dushore

Dushore Family
Market

Have A 
Shurfine Day!

WEDNESDAYS - 5% OFF  
SENIOR CITIZENS DAY!

The Smart Choice for 
Real Estate in the 

Endless Mountains

Office: 570-928-7700 
WWW.HIGHLANDREALTYINC.COM • 208 CENTER STREET, DUSHORE

James E. Donahue, Owner - Laporte, PA - Since 1991

Complete 
Cleaning Service

“Let us do the dirty work”
fully insured • free estimates

1-800-837-1928
serving all of North Central Pennsylvania

OFFICE   COMMERCIAL   INDUSTRIAL
Tile • Carpet • General Office Cleaning


