THE IMMACUILATE HEART OF MARY PARISH

St. Basil the Great Church
Dushore, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Church
Mildred, PA

St. John Neumann Shrine
Sugar Ridge, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Eagles Mere, PA

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307,
Dushore, PA 18614
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive,
Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Reverend Thomas ]. Major ~ Pastor

OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Friday: 9 AM-3 PM

The Sacrament of Reconciliation

By appointment

St. Basil’s Church will be open
during daylight hours for
people to pray individually.

4™ SUNDAY OF LENT

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he
found him and said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
= Jn 9:35
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A WELCOMING COMMUNITY

You enter this Church ... not as stranger, but as a guest of
God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in
your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence,
offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the
strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ,
built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it
and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His
blessing on those who love His house of faith as the
inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy
Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both in your
going out and your coming in.

Parish Registration:

You must be a registered member of The Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish to receive Baptism, Confirmation,
First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to
receive sponsor letters from the pastor.

New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and
register. (If you are relocating to a new parish, please
notify the office before you move.) Thank you.

Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as
soon as possible if you have had a change of address.

Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every
parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people whose
hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.
“Before you talk to men about God, you talk to God about
men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the
collection the name, address and phone number of the
person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.

SACRAMENTAL LIFE

RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the faith.
Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a
part of this community of faith can call the parish office.

Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the
1 and 3™ Sundays of the month following the 9:30 AM
Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this
special sacrament, parents are required to attend the Pre-
Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of
each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil's Rectory. Please
contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating
marriage should notify the rectory at least six months prior
to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls
will be attended to at any time of the day or night.

Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for
visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health care
facility.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT:

We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish, in union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our
Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual
needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of life,
justice, and peace to this generation and the generations
that follow us.
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Reflection

The First Reading is from the first Book of Samuel
(16:1b, 6-7). Samuel 1s sent to anoint David as king.

The Responsorial Psalm (23:1-6) The Lord is our
shepherd.

The Second Reading is [rom the Letter of St. Paul to
the Ephesians (5:8-14). The Ephesians are told to live
as children of hight.

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of John (9:1-
41). “Do you behieve n the Son of Man?” Jesus wants
to motivate cach onc of us to sce the truth. After
developing a relationship with Jesus, the blind man
“sces” as someone very special. The Pharisees, due to
the blindness caused by their ignorance, prejudice, and
need for sell-preservation, still remain blind.
Presuppositions, prejudices, assumptions, and our
needs can casily blind us to truth. We see what we want
or need to see and not what 1s really there. In addition,
our stubbornness continues to convinee us that we are
right and that our vision 1s perfect. Only God can
complete the picture.

Look around at our world. So much of what 1s
happening today 1s due to the reluctance of folks to
allow themselves to be stretched and brought to see
what is really there. Many react to what life presents to
them more with the lenses of ignorance than lenses of
clarity. The Gospel carries great translormative value.
With it, God corrects our vision and replaces our
limited sight with the fullness of his sight. God opens
our eyes so that we can see that it 1s not about
preserving what we have created but of living in the
mmmensity and wonder of God’s kingdom.

Through a simple, loving relationship with God, we can
break through the tethers of prejudice, eradicate fear,
dispel the darkness of hatred and sin, discover freedom,
live in peace, work for justice, be effective stewards of
creation, assist the migrant and the immigrant, and
saleguard our cconomic systems and policies so that
they truly serve all of God’s children. What we sce 1s
often an artificial lie. Our truth 1s much bigger than
what our limited sight believes it to be. Allow God to
work mn and through you. Do not be afraid. Be open
and be humble enough to know that you need help.
Many human beings are living with severe cataracts that
produce sight that is at best blurred. Are you one of
them?

©OLP1

Readings

Monday ~ St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b; Jn 4:43-54
Tuesday
Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday ~ THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE
LORD
Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38
Thursday
Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; |n 5:31-47
Friday
Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-21, 23; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday
Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9b-12; Jn 7:40-53
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11; Jn |1:1-45

Bible Study

Bible Study is cancelled until further
notice.

A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and
take away all my worries; and please watch
over and heal my family. Heavenly Father,
hold our troops in Your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us. Bless them
and their families for the selfless acts they
perform for usiin. this, our time of need.
These things [ humbly ask in the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.
Please pray. for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O/ Box:30800;. Honolulu, HI
96820
LtG Matthew C. McCandless
MH 605 Sea Hawk Combat Squadron
USS Abraham Lincoln (Carrier)
Steve and Natalie Dymond Caezza
PCS 817 Box 1806
FPO, AE. 09622
Lt. Col Bradley S. Pennella
155 Saint Mary’s Lane
Stafford, VA 22556



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations

Saturday, March 21
For health & healing for Helen Evangelisti by
Trish Taylor & Stephanie Chase

Sunday, March 22
Mass for the People

Monday, March 23
Paul Brungo by John & Nancy Booterbaugh

Tuesday, March 24
Dot Schoch by Nathan & Ellen Chase & Family

Wednesday, March 25
Ann Marie Stabryla by Leonard Kratcoski

Thursday, March 26
Gordon & Marian Tubach by the Tubach family

Friday, March 27
Joseph Yarchak by Irene & Wayne Tubach

Saturday, March 28
Bernadette & Nathan Weaver by Dee & Ron
Kulsicavage

Sunday, March 29
Mass for the People

p ~=~_  The sanctuary candles in St. Francis

/' B \ of Assisi Church and St. Basil’s

L Church are burning in memory of

\\ \ | | Bernadette & Nathan Weaver by

\\\E\ / Ron & Dee Kulsicavage.

N ~
The altar candles in St. Basil’s

b Church are burning in loving
memory of Grace Bohensky by Bob &
Mary Getz & family.
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Our Weekly Parish Offertory
Collection

The Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish

March 14 & 15, 2020
$3,374.00
Fuel Fund
$1,335.00

Storm Damage Fund
$915.00

March Second Collections
March 22 ~ Catholic Relief Services
March 29 ~ Storm Damage

Thank you for your generosity!

Storm Damage Fund Total

$131,940.41
Fiscal Year (July 1, 2019 — June 30,
2020)
Total Offertory
$208,963.57
Total Expenses
$264,292.80
Storm Damage
$78,863.70
Arrears (Debt)
$20 164 00
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Liturgical Ministers

I
I I
- If you have a preference of services that you |
can (or cannot) attend during the Easter
I Triduum, please let the office know as soon '
 as possible. Please also contact the office if |
- there are certain dates in April through June
. that you are not available.
| Thank you! ,

|  Attention, Liturgical Ministers!

IHM Parish Picnic Meeting

The picnic meeting has been cancelled!

Year of Saint Joseph

This year marks the 150 Anniversary of Pope Pius IX's
decree naming Saint Joseph, husband of the Blessed Virgin
Mary and foster-father of Jesus, as the Patron of the
Universal Church. In commemoration of this anniversary
and recognizing the fitting time for the Church to invoke the
intercession of this guardian, His Excellency, Bishop Joseph
C. Bambera has declared this year as a “Year of Saint
Joseph” to be observed in the Diocese of Scranton from
March 19, 2020 to March 19, 2021. Bishop Bambera states,
“‘Just as Saint Joseph watched over and protected the Lord
Jesus while he was on earth, we need Saint Joseph to watch
over and provide for the Church today. His intercession on
behalf of the Universal Church is vital as the world faces so
much upheaval and pain, and particularly as it confronts the
uncertainty and pain of the coronavirus epidemic.”

Bishop Bambera invites all of the faithful to renew their
devotion to Saint Joseph during this commemorative year,
and to seek his powerful intercession to safely guard the
Church from all evils, just as he protected the Holy Family
from harm. Please look for future opportunities and
resources to celebrate this year in your parish.

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a
Minor

It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report
any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law
enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse
committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton,
you are encouraged to immediately report the
matter to law enforcement. If any priest, deacon,
religious, lay employee or volunteer of the
Diocese of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect
that a minor has been subjected to any form of
abuse, including child sexual abuse, the matter
will be reported to law enforcement. It is also the
policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and
state regulations. In accordance with the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Child
Protective Services Laws, reports of suspected
child abuse should also be made immediately by
phone to the 24-HourChild Abuse hotline
(ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or electronically at
www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis To this end, the
Diocese is equally committed to adhering to the
norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding
the tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protection
of Children and Young People, which includes
supporting victims of sexual abuse in their pursuit
of emotional and spiritual well-being. As such,
information regarding an allegation of sexual
abuse of a minor should also be reported to the
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth
Pacuska at (570-862-7551).



COMMUNITY LENTEN EVENTS

Lenten Penance Services
Lenten Penance Services for the
deanery are cancelled this year. Please
contact your parish priest to schedule a
private confession.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Once again, the Knights of Columbus
will be having their famous Fish
Dinners during the season of Lent from
4:00 to 7:00 pm in St.
Basil’s Hall. This year, the
dates are:

Friday, April 3rd
TENTATIVELY
4:00 to 7:00 in St. Basil’s Hall
See you there!

Desserts are needed!!!

The Light Is On For You

The Light Is On For You is cancelled.
You may contact the priest to
schedule a private confession.

The Disciplines of Lent
Traditionally, Lent has been marked by three disci-
plines. The first of these is prayer. We will all be en-
couraged to try our best at setting aside more time
for prayer than we are
accustomed to doing. We are encouraged to journey
into the Lenten desert through meditation, reflection,
and contemplation.
The second discipline is fasting and abstinence.
Those between the ages of 18 and 60 are
obligated to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday. When fasting, a person is permitted to
eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals
that together do not equal to a full meal. If
possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until
the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the
“paschal fast” to honor the suffering and death of the
Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share more
fully and to celebrate more readily His Resurrection.
Abstinence is an obligation for the faithful
(especially those from age 14 and above) to
refrain from eating meat on Ash Wednesday,
Good Friday, and the Fridays of Lent. In
addition, many people will abstain from desserts,
sweets and other treats during Lent.
The third discipline of Lent is almsgiving and works of
charity. This reminds us that Lent is primarily a
season of doing and through a deeper awareness of
the concerns of those around us, particularly the poor
and the needy, we may more closely conform our
lives to Christ.

LENTEN CELEBRATIONS & SERVICES
Lenten Community Worship Service

Lenten Community Worship
Services are cancelled. ¥

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross are
cancelled.

Chrism Mass
All the faithful of the Diocese are invited to attend
the Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of Saint Peter,
Scranton, on Tuesday, April 7, 2020, at 4:00 p.m.
At this Mass, priests from throughout the Dio-
cese will renew their priestly promises before the
Bishop, and the oils to be used for the
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Anointing
of the Sick and Holy Orders will be blessed.
Participation in the Chrism Mass is a beautiful
way to pray and support the priests of the Dio-
cese.

For reserved seating, please call David Baloga in
the Office for Parish Life at 570-207-2213 ext.
1158 or email
David-Baloga @dioceseofscranton.org.




Upcoming Events

TENTATIVE

April 3: Knights of Columbus Fish
Dinner from 4-7 PM

April 20: Confirmation at Sts. Peter
and Paul Church, Towanda at 6:30
PM with Bishop Bambera

May 3: First Holy Communion

Patron of the Week
McCarty~Thomas Funeral Home

Please support our patrons!

WE'RE HIRING
AD SALES EXECUTIVES

* Full Time Position with
.. Banefits

* Sales Experience Preferred

* Paid Training

» Dvernight Travel Reguired

* Expance Reimbursement

CONTACT US AT
careers@4LPi.com

www.4LPi.com/careers

PC7S R ADVERTISE YOUR
£OR A LIMITED TIME

ST. AGNES SCHOOL REGISTRATION

Registration is NOW OPEN for the 2020-
2021 school year for St. Agnes School in
Towanda!

o Limited spots are available in Pre-K3 &
Pre-K4

o Financial aid is available; deadline to
apply is April 15"

o Register prior to March 28" for a
reduced tuition rate

HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY

Witk a home sacorisy systam nenitored by Al

profissin wals 20 hours & day, 7 days awock 13)3
Az oan oddag bonefit, irstaling o Securty Systom may
guali® yau for o Homoownors Insusaco discount.

CALL NOW! 1-888-862-6429

NEVER MISS A BULLETIN !

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com

HIKME SECURITY TES M

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 © www.4lpi.com  Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Dushore, PA  03-1303




Funerals as Unique as Your Life
570-928-8594

www.mccartythomas.com

Michael L. Hacker, Supervisor / Owner
119 Carpenter St, Dushore, PA 18614

e
cleer

REAL
ESTATE

Eagles Mere Main Office 570-525-3929
Dushore Branch Office 570-928-7131

www.robinrealestate.com

%

PEWHOLLARD

FITZPATRICK &

ambert..

Rts. 220 & 87, South Dushore
570-928-8183 » www.fitzandlambert.com

catholicmatch’
Pennsylvania

CatholicMateh.com/PA

erving Families For Over 90 Years

8206 SR 6, Box 66, Meshoppen ¢ 570-869-1232
459 Main Street, Laceyville * 570-869-1232

155 Church Street, Wyalusing ¢ 570-746-1012

Acway

FARM = HOME -
BUILDING SUPPLY NEEDS
570-928-8228
112 Headley Avenue, Dushore

The Sullivan Review
Sullivan County’s Own Newspaper Since 1878

Visit us online at www.thesullivanreview.com

570-928-8403 « 211 WATER STREET « DUSHORE

news@thesullivanreview.com

=
Bed &

n & )
ST Breakfast
ruce Your Home Away
From Home

570-928-8307
www.twinsprucetourist.com
Jacqueline Diltz-Battin-Proprietor

281 GERMAN ST, DUSHORE, PA 18614
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Benjamin B. Sheldon
I Funeral Director & Owner

Gabriel B. Sheldon, Funeral Director
Caleb W. Sheldon, Funeral Director

" www.sheldonfuneralhomes.com

The Kilmer Group

Helping you reach your goals

Risk Management
Insurance
Employee Benefits

800-472-8887 WEEYSTOMNE

11 Lusch Acres

- acation Homes
The Lodge = www.vrbo.com #429914
The Retreat » www.vrbo.com #403108
570-928-8527 = 972-467-9764
John & Kay Krakoski Parishioners

jkrakoski@frontiernet.net
373 TOURSCHER RD, DUSHORE, PA 18614

DUSHORE

570-928-7320
206 OVERTON ROAD
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Cus’rom Ceramic

Tile Installation
570-928-9701

Mark S. Evangelisti « Mildred, PA 18632

Mary Lou Klem, reaitor, G.R..

Parishioner

Office: (570) 928-7922 . Cell:570-220-0115

Roc I(L

Forest ™

= Real Estate, Inc

mlklemacre@gmail.com
www.rockyforest.com
214 South German street, Dushore

570-928-7825
220 Water Street, Dushore

WEDNESDAYS - 5% OFF
SENIOR CITIZENS DAY!

Have A
Shurfine Day!

James E. Donahue, Owner - Laporte, PA - Since 1991
Complete

* Cleaning Service
“Let us do the dirty work”
fully insured - free estimates

1-800-837-1928

- serving all of North Central Pennsylvania

OFFICE COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
Tile - Carpet - General Office Cleaning

:PPM rle S

Market

www.hurleysfreshmarket.com
Downtown Dushore 570-928-9251 . Colonial Plaza, Towanda 570-265-2616

Before I formed

you in the womb, .. g,

Celebrating 60 years of
offering safe, friendly &
dependable service!

wlcC

EMNERGY

Angelo Pedro Il

GENERAL CONTRACTING
YIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII7I 7

Office: 570-928-7700

WWW.HIGHLANDREALTYINC.COM e 208 CENTER STREET, DUSHORE
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I knew you. } * %8 || YOUR WHOLE HOME ENERGY PROVIDER Wehare here to help Wtith a/‘/j your
\ Serving North-Central PA and NY’s Southern Tier ome Improvement neeas:
GOD L PROPANEI ;,:Eg]g:‘(,ilgél.s &FUELS EXCAVATION & TRUCKING
fort M| 800-542:3541 - wocenergy.com K
] B - B |
. H " 1 The Smart Choice for The Placemat I.adi@ P. Dean Homer
2 ighland Real Estate in the Funeral Home
g o B 8 . » Cindi & Vivian McCarty ; AL
; REALTY, INC, Endless Mountains &I Respectfully Serving Families Since 1861
-~ 1F570-924-4224 ~ :
570-928-8163
FOR PRINTING AN www.homerfuneralhome.com

ADVERTISING

206 Water St., Dushore, PA 18614
P. Dean Homer Licensed PA & NY Funeral Director




