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Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, 

Dushore, PA   18614 

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, 

Mildred, PA   18632 

(570) 928-8865 

Email ~ ihmparish@ptd.net 

Website ~ ihmdushore.com 

Reverend Thomas J. Major ~ Pastor 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday—Friday:  9 AM-3 PM 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

Saturday 3:15 PM  

or by appointment 

 

St. Basil’s Church will be open 

during daylight hours for 

people to pray individually. 

 

THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH 

 

 

 

St. Basil the Great Church�

Dushore, PA 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Church�

Mildred, PA�

 

St. John Neumann Shrine�

Sugar Ridge, PA�

 

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel�

 Eagles Mere, PA�

December 12, 2021 



PARISH MISSION STATEMENT:  �

We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Parish, in union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our 

Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 

which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, 

Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 

in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual 

needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of life, 

justice, and peace to this generation and the generations 

that follow us. 

PRAYER TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and 

splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 

New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of 

the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 

Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being 

was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevate-d above 

all the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 

O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I 

recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary! 

Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who 

continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 

(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now 

presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never 

turned away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, 

submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all 

glories are His for ever and ever.   Amen. 

FORMED 

 

The parish has an account with Formed.  Formed is a website 

that contains a variety of religious materials.  It has books that 

can be downloaded, videos and documentaries, Bible studies, 

information on Sacraments, and much more.  Parishioners can 

access this vast amount of information and entertainment by  

going to formed.org, select sign up, click sign up as a  

parishioner, type in Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish (make sure 

it is the Dushore location) underneath Find your Parish, click 

Next, type in your name and email address.  You should then 

have access to the Formed website! 

As a beloved member of our parish, please accept our free gift to 

you… Full access to hundreds of streaming movies, videos,  

audio books and more!  Like NetFlix, but entirely Catholic, 

Formed.org is packed with something for all ages!  It’s easy to 

gain access.  Here’s how: 

1. Visit https://formed.org/signup 

2. In the search field type “Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish”  

Dushore 

3.  Enter your name and email, and click “Sign Up” 

That’s it, you’re all set to start watching!�



The First Reading is from the Book of the Prophet 

Zephaniah (3:14-18a).  A savior is promised to Israel.  

The Responsorial Psalm  (Isaiah 12:2-6)  A song of praise to 

God our savior.  

The Second Reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the 

Philippians (4:4-7).  Rejoice always because the Lord is near.  

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of Luke (3:10-18).  

“From silly devotions and sour-faced saints, good Lord, 

deliver us!" St. Teresa of Avila 

 

We’ve all heard the adage, “Laughter is the best medicine.”  

In many ways, it really is.  When was the last time you really 

laughed?  The gift of imagination allows us to see possible 

things that are yet to be.  Imagine a world filled with laughter.   

We take life too seriously sometimes.  Fear, uncertainty, 

pressure, negativity, disappointment, and myriad other 

human experiences can rob us of the joy needed for 

laughter.  God never promised us an easy road, and we do 

have to take the course of our lives seriously.  However, 

there is a balance to be sought and a possible joy that can be 

brought even to the darkest and most challenging of 

encounters. 

 

St. Therese of Lisieux reminds us that, “Joy is not found in 

the material objects surrounding us but in the inner recesses 

of the soul.  One can possess joy in a prison cell as well as in 

a palace.”  Falling in love with God, who is present in all of 

creation, allows us to bring a depth of understanding to 

everything we do and experience.  We can more easily see 

above and beyond things while pursuing the only One who 

can truly satisfy our hearts.  When we realize that God, the 

king of Israel, is in our midst and with us, there is no further 

misfortune to fear.  We can celebrate the wonder and beauty 

of God’s gift of joy.  It is no wonder that many saints radiate 

joy and have no reservations expressing laughter.  They are 

happy because they have found a pearl of great price. 

 

We celebrate with joy today with hearts filled with 

expectation, wonder, awe, and beauty as we ready ourselves, 

even more excitedly, for the coming of our Savior.  Do not 

fear and do not be discouraged.  If you haven’t laughed in a 

while, why?  Something is preventing you from expressing 

the magnificence of your soul and the presence of God who 

dwells within.  God’s power and presence within us assures 

us that we are loved and kept in that presence.  What more 

is really needed?  Rejoice and laugh in the presence of God!  

It really is the best medicine and a most perfect way to 

convince others that God is really with us.  “Go ahead, laugh!  

Live your life with joy and serve the Lord with laughter!  Joy, 

with peace, is the sister of charity.  Serve the Lord with 

laughter.”  (St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina) 

 

©LPi 

Readings 

Reflection 

Monday ~ St. Lucy, Virgin, Martyr 

Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5b, 6, 7bc, 8-9; Mt 21:23-

27  see 692:  2 Cor 10:17—11:2; Mt 25:1-13 

Tuesday ~ St. John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor 

of the Church 

Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23; Mt 21:28-32  

see 693:  1 Cor 2:1-10a; Lk 14:25-33 

Wednesday 

Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 7:18b-23 

Thursday 

Is 54:10-10; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b; Lk 7:24-30 

Friday 

Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4b, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17 

Saturday 

Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 

1:39-45 

The Star Tree is 

back this year in our 

parish!  In the back 

of each church is a 

tree with star  

ornaments on it.  

Please take an  

ornament and  

purchase an appropriate gift to match 

the tag, return the unwrapped gift to the 

back of either church with the ornament 

attached to it.  Rolls of wrapping paper are 

not necessary to provide this year!  The  

ornaments contain ALL of the  

information that I have been provided 

with.  The Star Tree provides for the less 

fortunate people in our community.   

‘Tis the season for giving and sharing!��If 

you have any questions, please call Anne 

McDonough at (570)721-0200.  

PLEASE RETURN ALL STAR 

TREE GIFTS TO EITHER 

CHURCH by December 12!! 



Saturday, December 11 

4:00 PM Dushore Deceased Members of Patrick  

              & Anita Sullivan by the Sullivan family 

 

Sunday, December 12 

7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 

9:30 AM Dushore Cheryl Palmer by Melanie  

              Mingle 

 

Monday, December 13 

9:00 AM Dushore Bruno Najaka by Jim & Dawn 

             Bohensky 

 

Tuesday, December 14 

9:00 AM Dushore Michael A. Arabaia by Mary  

             Lou Meehan 

 

Wednesday, December 15 

9:00 AM Dushore Kathleen “Katie” Christini by  

              Robert & Mary Getz 

 

Thursday, December 16 

9:00 AM Dushore Peggy Ann Campbell by Leo & 

              Denise Lambert 

 

Friday, December 17 

9:00 AM Dushore Mary “Mae” Barnosky by Pat, 

              Joanne, & Aaron Barry 

 

Saturday, December 18 

4:00 PM Dushore Bob & Mary Getz’s 50

th

  

              Wedding Anniversary 

 

Sunday, December 19 

7:30 AM Mildred Bill Dieffenbach by Turnpike  

              Class of 1960 

9:30 AM Dushore Mass for the People 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 

Our Weekly Parish Offertory 

Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of 

Mary Parish 

 

November 27 & 28, 2021 

$5,853.00 

 

The bulletin was sent in before the 

collection was counted.  That 

collection will be included in the 

bulletin for December 19

th

. 

 

Please mail your offering to 

the parish office if possible.  

Thank you! 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Fiscal Year (July 1, 2021—June 30, 

2022) 

Total Offertory 

$129,101.00 

Total Expenses 

$153,335.51 

The altar candles in St. Basil’s Church are 

burning in memory of Ron Green and 

Katrina Gardner by the Green Family. 

We are bringing communion to our homebound 

parishioners on Thursday mornings.   If you or 

someone you know is homebound and would 

like to receive communion, please call the  

rectory. 
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JANUARY CALENDAR RAFFLE TICKETS 

The IHM Parish January Calendar  

Raffle tickets should have arrived in 

your mailbox, just in time to begin (or 

finish) your Christmas shopping!  They 

make great stocking stuffers and are 

wonderful for that person on your list 

who’s hard to buy for.  Don’t forget, if you 

buy 5 you get one free!  Tickets are also 

available at the parish office in Mildred.  

If you did not receive your calendar  

raffle tickets, please call the office and 

make sure we have your correct address! 

Diocese Adds Name to List of Credibly Accused 

Following the release of the Pennsylvania Grand Jury Report 

in August 2018, Bishop Joseph C. Bambera made a promise 

that he would be open and transparent in the way that the 

Diocese of Scranton handles occurrences of child sexual 

abuse. That commitment remains true. 

In August 2018, the Diocese published on its website a list of 

all clergy, staff and volunteers who had been credibly  

accused of child sexual abuse. Since that time, additional 

names have been added to the online list as necessary, with 

public notification.  

The Diocese was recently notified by the Franciscan Friars, 

Holy Name Province, that the name of a friar who had previ-

ously been stationed in ministry within the Diocese was being 

included on its listing against whom credible sexual abuse/

misconduct claims have been made. As a result of this infor-

mation, the Diocese of Scranton has also decided to add the 

following name to its original list of credibly accused  

individuals: 

MEMBERS OF RELIGIOUS ORDERS 

Hennessy, Placid (OFM) 

 

If you are aware of additional allegations of wrongdoing or 

any information that should be included on this list, please 

contact our Victim Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth    

Pacuska at (570) 862-7551 or Father Gerald W. Shantillo, 

Vicar General, at (570) 207-2269. If you have suffered abuse 

by clergy or anyone working on behalf of the Diocese, you 

are encouraged to immediately contact law enforcement and/

or Mary Beth Pacuska. 
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Question & Answer 

The Story of the Oplatki Wafers 

Bethlehem, where Jesus was born, means 

“the House of Bread.”  Jesus is Himself the 

Bread of Life, given to us in the Holy  

Eucharist at Mass.  There is a long tradition 

in both the Eastern and Western Church of 

blessed bread given out after the Liturgy as 

a kid of spiritual communion.  In the Latin 

Rite, the word for the bread and wine  

offered to the Lord during the Preparation 

of the Gifts is “Oblata.”  From this came the 

Polish word “Oplatki.”  Oplatki wafers are 

large, rectangular unleavened wafers that 

are typically embossed with images of the 

Baby Jesus, the Virgin Mary, and the  

Nativity. 

 

In 10

th

 century Poland, people began to 

share blessed Oplatki wafers at Christmas 

Eve as a sort of preparation for the solemn 

observance of Midnight Mass.  This custom 

was later adopted by both Lithuanian and 

Slovak communities, and since then has 

spread to Christian households worldwide. 

 

This tradition symbolizes the unity of the 

family in Christ, and everything the family 

holds dear.  Dressed in their holiday best, 

the members gather around the dinner table 

as the first evening star appears in the night 

sky.  A candle is lit and the leader (often the 

eldest member of the family), leads the 

prayer service. 

 

This story, the prayer service, and the 

wafers can all be found in the back of 

each church in a basket.  The church 

is asking that you place $5 in the 

Christmas wafer basket if you and 

your family decide to take a package.  

There are 4 wafers and the pamphlet/

prayer in each package. 
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Ad Space, do not move or resize 
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Christmas Eve, December 24: 

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore  

6:00 PM St. Francis Church, Mildred 

10:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

Christmas Day, December 25:�

9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

Patron of the Week 

The Sullivan Review 

Please support our patrons! 

�

Advent Penance Services 

 

Confessions will be heard on Sunday,  

December 12

th

, at 4:00 PM in St. 

Basil’s Church, Dushore.  Guest  

confessors will assist.  Come and experience 

God’s gentle compassion and forgiveness. 

Additional Area Lenten Penance Services 

St. Mary’s Church, Wyalusing 

Sunday, December 12

th

, 2:00 PM 

Epiphany, Sayre 

Sunday, December 19

th

, 3:00 PM 

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Dushore, PA 03-1303

Renee Puchalski • rpuchalski@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6453
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570-928-8594
www.mccartythomas.com

Michael L. Hacker, Supervisor / Owner
119 Carpenter St, Dushore, PA 18614

Funerals as Unique as Your Life

FITZPATRICK & 

Rts. 220 & 87, South Dushore 
570-928-8183 • www.fitzandlambert.com

The Sullivan Review
Sullivan County’s Own Newspaper Since 1878

Visit us online at www.thesullivanreview.com

570-928-8403 • 211 WATER STREET • DUSHORE
news@thesullivanreview.com

P. Dean Homer 
Funeral Home

Respectfully Serving Families Since 1861

570-928-8163
www.homerfuneralhome.com

206 Water St., Dushore, PA 18614
P. Dean Homer Licensed PA & NY Funeral Director

570-928-8307
www.twinsprucetouristhome.com

Jacqueline Diltz-Battin-Proprietor
281 GERMAN ST, DUSHORE, PA 18614

Bed &  
Breakfast

Your Home Away 
From Home

 Mary Lou Klem, Realtor®, G.R.I.
 Parishioner
 Office: (570) 928-7922 • Cell:570-220-0115

 mlklemacre@gmail.com
 www.rockyforest.com
 214 South German street, Dushore

The Placemat LadiesThe Placemat Ladies
570-924-4224570-924-4224

FOR PRINTING AND FOR PRINTING AND 
ADVERTISINGADVERTISING

The Lodge • www.vrbo.com #429914
The Retreat • www.vrbo.com #403108
570-928-8527 • 972-467-9764

John & Kay Krakoski  Parishioners
jkrakoski@frontiernet.net

373 TOURSCHER RD, DUSHORE, PA 18614

Lusch Acres
  Vacation Homes

DUSHORE
FARM • HOME • GARDEN

BUILDING SUPPLY NEEDS
570-928-8228

112 Headley Avenue, Dushore

YOUR WHOLE HOME ENERGY PROVIDER
Serving North-Central PA and NY’s Southern Tier

PROPANE • HEATING OIL & FUELS 
HVAC SERVICES

800-542-3541 • wocenergy.com

Celebrating 60 years of 
offering safe, friendly & 

dependable service!

Before I formed 
you in the womb, 
I knew you.
GOD
Jeremiah 1:5

www.hurleysfreshmarket.com
Downtown Dushore 570-928-9251 • Colonial Plaza, Towanda 570-265-2616

Blooming FloristBlooming Florist
570-928-7320

206 OVERTON ROAD 
DUSHORE

Custom Ceramic  
Tile Installation
570-928-9701

Mark S. Evangelisti • Mildred, PA 18632

The Smart Choice for 
Real Estate in the 

Endless Mountains

Office: 570-928-7700 
WWW.HIGHLANDREALTYINC.COM • 208 CENTER STREET, DUSHORE

Angelo Pedro II 
GENERAL CONTRACTING

We are here to help with all your 
home improvement needs!

EXCAVATION & TRUCKING
570-928-8658

Septic Systems • Roads • Ponds • Demolition • Driveways


