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Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday - 8:00 am

Thursday - 6:00 pm
Saturday - 5:00 pm

St. Catherine - 7:00 pm
Sunday - 7:00, 9:00 & 10:30 am

First Saturday - 8:30 am

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Friday • 8:00 - 3:30 pm

Reconciliation
Thursdays 5:00 - 5:45 pm
Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 pm

No Need for an Appointment During 
Father’s Office Hours

Parish Mission Statement 
We are called by our Lord Jesus Christ, to be His church and live His gospel.

We strive to fulfill our baptismal calling by prayer, worship, teaching 
and in sharing our faith and serving others. Guided by the Holy Spirit and through 

our patron St. Joseph, we commit ourselves to the responsible stewardship of all God’s gifts.
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St. Joseph Parish                 
Est. 1869

10 N Long Street, Farmington, MO 63640   
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Why does Sacred Scripture 
teach the truth?

Because God himself is the author of Sacred 
Scripture. For this reason it is said to be inspired and 
to teach without error those truths which are 
necessary for our salvation. The Holy Spirit inspired 
the human authors who wrote what he wanted to 
teach us. The Christian faith, however, is not a 
“religion of the Book”, but of the Word of God – “not a 
written and mute word, but incarnate and living” 
(Saint Bernard of Clairvaux).CCC 105-108,135-136

Your Gifts to God and Parish
March 29, 2026

Weekly Collection
 Adult Envelopes $9,427.00
 Electronic Deposit $610.00
 Loose                                  $1,150.25
   $11,187.25
                                   Current Week     Year to Date
Sunday Offering $11,187.25 $547,184.40
Budgeted Amount $12,950.00 $505,050.00
Shortage/Overage     ($1,762.75)      $42,134.40

Specials
Easter Flowers $130.00
Holy Land $10.00
Our Father’s Table $40.00
School Donation $25.00
Respect Life  $35.00
Retired Religious $25.00
St. Vincent de Paul $205.00
Total for Specials $470.00

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
MONDAY - FRIDAY  
8:00 AM - 3:30 PM 

***************
Fr. Gerson’s Office Hours 

Tues- Thurs.:
10 am - 2 pm 

Friday:
10 am - 12 pm 

Fr. Gerson’s Schedule

“Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 
‘Peace be with you.’” JOHN 20:19

Are you good at making people feel welcome? When 
you meet someone new, like a new neighbor, a new 

work colleague or a new parishioner, do you make them 
feel at home? When we make people feel welcome, we 
make them feel like they are included instead of being 

excluded. We are made for relationships – with God and 
each other. When you see yourself as a beloved son or 
daughter of God, you tend to see others the same way, 

too – just as God, Our Father, sees us.

April 14
2:15 pm

Spanish Class
6:00 pm 

School Board
7:00 pm

Parish Coordinator Mtg.

April 15
12:00 pm

Women of Mary Mtg.
6:30 pm

OCIA

April 16
2:15 pm

Spanish Class
7:00 pm

Confirmation

April 17
Field Trip
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On this Second Sunday of Easter, as we conclude the Easter Octave, the Church invites us to 
continue contemplating with joy the great mystery of the Resurrection. During these eight days 
we have celebrated as if it were a single day, allowing the Holy Spirit to help us understand more 
deeply the immense love of God manifested in Jesus Christ.

By the will of Saint John Paul II, today we also celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. This celebration 
is not just another devotion, but a central truth of our faith: God, moved by His love as Father, 
looks upon our fragility and our failures with a heart full of compassion. Divine Mercy is God’s 
loving response to our weakness. Jesus Christ, who died and rose again for us, is the greatest 

proof of that love which never abandons us and always seeks to save.

The Lord gave His life so that we might live, and by rising again He opened the doors of salvation for us. Through 
faith and conversion, each one of us can approach this inexhaustible source of mercy. The Church, as a mother 
who cares for her children, reminds us of the importance of approaching the sacraments, especially during this 
Easter season: participating in the Eucharist and reconciling with God through confession. There we find 
forgiveness, peace, and the strength to live as true disciples of the Risen Lord.

Today, as the parish community of Saint Joseph, we want to give thanks to God for the children who have 
received Jesus in the Eucharist for the first time: Alistair, Maria, Christy, Stacy, Daniel, Tristan, Jonathan, Lorelai, 
Kingston, Chase, Giovanni, Sophia, and Harlan. We joyfully congratulate each one of them on this very 
important step in their life of faith. May this first sacramental encounter with Jesus be the beginning of a deep 
and lasting friendship with Him.

We also express our sincere gratitude to the catechists who, with patience, dedication, and love, have 
accompanied these children in their preparation. Your commitment is a valuable witness of service and 
dedication to the mission of the Church.

Likewise, we congratulate the parents, whose example and testimony of faith support the spiritual journey of 
their children. Thank you for your effort, perseverance, and for keeping the faith alive in your homes.

May during this Easter season all of us renew our trust in Divine Mercy and approach with sincere hearts the 
sources of grace that the Lord has given us. The Risen Jesus counts on each one of us to bring His love and 
mercy to others.

Fr. Gerson Parra 
Parochial Administrator 

Several parishioners have asked about the books I reference in my homilies, so I compiled this list of Fr. Jacques 
Philippe’s books on Catholic spirituality.  These are best read in the order of their core themes - starting with 
finding peace, moving to inner freedom, and then exploring deeper prayer and trust.

• Searching for and Maintaining Peace: A Small Treatise on Peace of Heart (1991)
• Interior Freedom (2002) - A cornerstone work on finding inner liberty
• Time for God (2005) - Focused on mental prayer
• In the School of the Holy Spirit (2006) - On spiritual direction
• The Way of Trust and Love (2011) - A retreat based on St. Therese of Lisieux
• Thirsting for Prayer (2013) - Deepening the prayer life
• Real Mercy: Mary, Forgiveness, and Trust (2015)
• Called to Life (2016)
• Fire and Light: Learning to Receive the Gift of God (2017)
• The Eight Doors of the Kingdom: Meditations on the Beatitudes (2017)
• Trusting God in the Present (2017)
• Priestly Fatherhood: Treasure in Earthen Vessels (2017)

A Note from Fr. Gerson
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ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC SCHOOL
HORNET NATION

Eighth Grade
Spotlight

A Note From Dr. Boyd,  Principal
Confirmation will be celebrated on April 16 at Our Lady Parish in Festus. Please
keep our Confirmation candidates in your prayers as they prepare to receive

this sacrament.
On April 17, students in grades 5–8 will visit Kenrick-Glennon Seminary for a
special field trip. We are grateful to the Knights of Columbus for generously
providing transportation. Be sure to support our local Knights by attending

their breakfast on April 12, following the 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. Masses.
GO HORNETS!

www.stjosephfarmington.com573-756-6312

UPCOMING EVENTS
Kindergarten Screening
April 14

School Mass
Fridays at 8:00 am

@stjoehornets

April 12, 2026

Field Trip to Kenrick-Glennon
Seminary
 April 17

Confirmation
Our Lady in Festus
April 16 at 7:00 pm

Charlotte

Charlotte has attended St. Joseph
Catholic School for three and half years
joining her class in the 5  grade.  She has
two brothers.  

th

She enjoys playing volleyball, creating art,
and playing the piano.  She is one of the
coordinators of the Student Council
school store.  Charlotte’s favorite St.
Joseph memory is playing cross the river
in PE.  Her favorite class is ELA.  

Charlotte’s favorite saint is St. Helen
because she was so devoted to her faith.   

Mineral Area Science Fair Winners
Biological and Health Sciences                       Chemistry
1st place - Leslie                                                   1st place - Anna
2nd place - Basil                                                    2nd place - Ryder
3rd place - Wade                                                   Honorable Mention - Di 

Earth and Environmental Sciences                Product Testing
1st place - Lillian                                                   1st place - Ella
2nd place - Kaiden                                                Honorable Mention - Abe 
3rd place - Westly 

                                      Engineering, Math and Physics
                            1st place - Ayden               3rd place - Mia 
                            2nd place - John                Honorable Mention - Lucas

APRIL 14
Call the school to register.  



Join our amazing staff as we educate children 
in our Catholic faith!

Applicants must be Catholic, possess proper 
Certification, be familiar with Chromebook 
technology and be willing to work toward 
religious certification.  Duties include assisting 
with after school activities.  

If interested, please contact, Dr. John Boyd, 
Principal at jboyd@stjosephfarmington.com or 
call 573-756-6312.

Employment Opportunities 
at St. Joseph Catholic School 

for the 2026 - 2027 
School Year

We are looking to fill the following 
positions for next school year:

PE - Part-Time
Middle School Social Studies - Part-Time
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Women of Mary
Meeting 

Wednesday, April 15
12:00 pm 

Women of Mary would like to invite all women of the 
parish, 18 years and older, to our next meeting on 
April 15 at 12:00 pm in the Parish Center. It will be a 
Game Day with a Soup & Salad Luncheon.  We will be 
playing Bunco!  Please join us!!

Prayer for Vocations
Almighty Father, You have created us for some 
definite purpose. Grant us the grace to know the path 
You have planned for us in this life and to respond with 
a generous “Yes.” Make our archdiocese, parishes, 
homes and hearts fruitful ground for Your gift of 
vocations. May our young people respond to Your call 
with courage and zeal. Stir among our men a desire 
and the strength to be good and holy priests. Bless us 
with consecrated religious and those called to chaste 
single life, permanent deacons, and faithful husbands 
and wives, who are a sign of Christ’s love for his 
Church. We commend our prayer for vocations to You, 
Father, through the intercession of Mary our Mother, in 
the Holy Spirit, through Christ our Lord. Amen
Archbishop Dennis M. Schnurr

Thank you to all our volunteers over the past 6 weeks 
at our Friday Fish Frys.

We served a total of  5,201 people over the 6 weeks.

Our profit was $51,608.24, again thank you so much for your 
dedication to the success of  our Fish Fry.

Rural Parish Clinic will be visiting 
St. Joseph in Farmington again on 
Thursday, April 23rd.  To make an 
appointment call:  888-870-9610.  
Want to Help? We are always looking 
for Spanish Language Interpreters 
and CDL Drivers.
Contact us at rpc@archstl.org.
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Memorial Easter Flowers
In memory of  family and friends this Easter

In Memory of ...........................................................................................from
Cletus & Frances Seabaugh, Nancy Bowman, Eva & Francis Bieser, Lillian & Frank Williams.........  
..........................................................................................................................John & Shirley Bieser
Julio Ubadillo, Lourdes Ubadillo, Bienvenida Camarin, Generoso Camarin, All Souls in Purgatory..
..................................................................................................................................... Chris Camarin
The John Eck Family, The H.E. Francis Family, Nancy Eck, Carroll Allen .............. John & Jane Eck
Mabel & Richard Streich, Peggy & Jim Luetkemeyer, Dorothy & Richard Streich .............................  
................................................................................................................ Norman & Rosemary Lober

Welcome Our Newest Members OCIA

Brandon Noblin, Jason Powers (parishioner at St. Elizabeth in Granite City, Il.), Lisa 
Calanquin, Jordan Santhuff, Stella Hanks, Raymond Sims, Sydney Huskey, Shane Tucker
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Divine Mercy with Fr. Michael Gaitley -  Renowned speaker and author Fr. Michael Gaitley tells the dramatic 
history of God’s love and mercy as interwoven through the transformative message of St. Faustina, the 
miraculous appearance of Mary at Fatima, the witness of Maximilian Kolbe, and the world changing papacy of 
Pope St. John Paul II.

We are excited to offer FORMED to our entire parish for free.  To register for your free account and claim our 
gift to you: Visit signup.formed.org, enter our parish zip code or name. We pray that this gift will bless you!
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Catholic Belief Spotlight
GOD IS LOVE In his book, 
“JESUS Our Eucharistic Love” 
Fr. Stefano M. Manelli, implores 
us to understand that the 
Eucharist is a “gift of a God who 
is Love and who gives Himself 
to us as a Gift full of Love.” We 
have all heard the phrase, “God 
is Love,” but do we really 
understand what that means to 
our soul?
St. Thomas Aquinas wrote: “The 
Eucharist is the Sacrament of Love. It signifies Love, 
It produces Love.” St. Peter Eymard declares: “The 
Eucharist is the supreme proof of the love of Jesus. 
After this, there is nothing more but Heaven itself.” Fr. 
Manelli asks, “How many of us Christians do not 
know the vast extent of the love contained in the 
Eucharist?”
St. Catherine of Siena often said to her confessor: 
“Father, I am hungry for the love of God. Give this soul 
her food, her Lord in the Eucharist.” She also 
confided: “When I am not able to receive my Lord, I 
go into the Church, and there I look at Him…I look at 
Him again…and this satisfies me.”
When St. Colette was asked why her eyes were 
always lowered in modesty, she said, “I have filled my 
eyes with Jesus, upon whom I have gazed at the 
elevation of the Host at Holy Mass, and I do not wish 
to replace Him with another image.”

Knights of Columbus Announcement
The Knights of Columbus would like to invite you to a 
fun time of social gathering, good food, and a benefit 
for St. Joseph school. The Knights of Columbus will 
prepare an “ALL YOU CAN EAT AND DRINK” 
breakfast on TODAY. Cost for this fun time is only $8 
person or $25 per family of 4 or more and all the 
proceeds are put into a St. Joe school fund. These 
proceeds have purchased in the past, whiteboards, 
desks, Chromebooks, bibles, buses for field trips, and 
other supplies for the children’s education.
Whether it is a quick bite to go before heading to 
sports games, a long slow breakfast with friends, or 
you just want someone else to do the dishes please 
come support our kids, the 
school, and have some 
good food and great 
conversations. Join us for 
the last breakfast this school 
year on TODAY. 
Chris Martin, 
St. Joseph School, and 
the Knights of Columbus

Eucharistic Adoration
Each hour you spend with Jesus will deepen 

his divine peace in your heart.
We are in need of 1 adorer for Thursday 

Adoration from 3:30-4:30. 
Please call the parish office to sign up.

May 3rd
10:30 am

St. Joseph Catholic Church

RSVP to 
secretary@stjosephfarmington.com

Where did the feast of 
Divine Mercy come from?
If you were born well before 
the year 2000, you know the 
feast of Divine Mercy has not 
always been celebrated in the 
Church. In the early 1900s, a 
young Polish nun began 
receiving private revelations. 
Jesus appeared to her during 
her times of prayer, speaking 
a message of mercy and love for the world. She 
received a set of prayers — the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
— and the request to have a feast day established to 
remind the Church of the mercy of God. St. Faustina 
died in 1938, on the cusp of war and in the midst of 
one of the most violent centuries in the history of the 
world.
Her story and her diaries began circulating in Poland 
and beyond. It quickly became apparent that this was 
a holy young women, and the cause for her 
canonization opened. In the year 2000, she was 
canonized by the first-ever Polish pope, St. John Paul 
II. On her canonization day, he established the second 
Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy Sunday, “a 
perennial invitation to the Christian world to face, with 
confidence in divine benevolence, the difficulties and 
trials that mankind with experience in the years to 
come.”      ©LPi



Please pray for those who are carrying 
the gift of life. 

Especially Ali (Garry) Redmond, 
Alyssa (Slade) Kenagy, Lisa 
(Kevin) Calanquin, and Lucie 
(Ian) Lamb. Please call the parish 
office if you would like to be added 
to our prayer list. May God welcome them home, fill them with 

peace and bless those who will miss them.

In Our Thoughts and Prayers...
We pray for the repose of the souls of

Cyril Eichhorn, father of Jodie Berkbigler 
and 

Frank Miller, brother-in-law of Therese Aubuchon

Prayer Requests
Crystal McNeal, David McNeal, Mike Koppeis, Beth Ann Keener, Garnett Matthews Campbell, Sue Pruetzel, 
Ronnie Bieser, Sue Rariden, Rick Conklin, Jill Lagergren, Sr. Amelia Stenger, Garry Redmond, Andrea 
Slaner, Frank Olmsted, Lee Cowie, David Stroud, Tiffiny Smith, Cheri Calbreath, Virginia Charboneau, Steve 
Fowler, Lloyd Davis, Laura West, Kinsey, Amy Davis, Jim Schwent, Darlene Williams, Parker Calbreath, Jim 
Halbrook, Ricky McGlothin, Madgie Winch,  Brandy Pratt, Heather White, John Bieser, Gary Miller, Robert 
Powell, John Bordewick, Tammy Benoist, Debbie Brannon Clark, Art Charboneau, Mike Naeger, Kay Pratte, 
Kim Payne, Geneva Jokerst, Pam Sparr, Amy Barrett, Andrew Frattini, Joe Schoeppel, Bobby Conaway, Fred 
Renshaw, Mary Lee Hibbits, Peg Garbarino, Tinsley Arena, Robyn Pipkin, Eileen Abt,  Joe Mondello, Pat 
Raymer, George Bechtoldt, Diane Greer, Michelle Evans, Ducky Bordewick, Joel Hommelson

To add someone to the prayer list contact  prayerpower@stjosephfarmington.com or 573-756-4250.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

We l c o m e  t o  S t .  J o s e p h
We appreciate you celebrating with us. If you are not registered as a member of our Parish Community, 
please �ll out this form and place it in the collection basket or mail it to the Parish Center and someone will 
contact you. 
Name: Phone:

Address: Email:

Please Call: I’ve Moved: New Parishioner: Address Change:

I would like more information on St. Joseph Catholic School (Preschool - Grade 8)
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Heavenly Father, help us devote our 
marriage to You and to one another 
just as the first Christians did. May 
our unity in prayer and the breaking 
of bread strengthen our parish family. 
Amen.
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Saturday, April 18
5:00 pm Mass

Deacon: Deacon Mark Byington
Lector: Vanessa Trokey
Ushers:   James Cissell, John Denkler, Clifford 
 Gerstner, George Kracke
Servers: Tripp David, Atticus Schrum, Macullough  
 Schrum
Cantor:   Rusty Ramos

7:00 pm Mass at St. Catherine
Lector:   Agnes Herzog
Extraordinary Minister: Rosie Eck & Linda Smith
Offertory Bearers: Heberlie Family

Sunday, April 19
7:00 am Mass

Deacon: Deacon Mark Byington
Lector: Norene Leonard
Ushers: Ed Brown, Brenda Donze, Tom Donze, 
 Jack Neiner
Servers: Clare Rariden, Wade Rariden, Faith 
 Watson

9:00 am Mass
Deacon: Deacon Rich Doré
Lector: Jennifer Rhodus
Ushers: John England, Amy Martin, Chris Martin, 
 John Podolak
Servers: Lizzie Eck, Basil Washam, Evelyn Washam
Cantor:   Michelle Podolak

10:30 am Mass
Deacon: Deacon Rich Doré
Lector: Pam Aiello
Ushers: John Bieser, Tim Maloney, Jared Pinkley,
 Mike Ward
Servers: Gage Whitener, Kael Whitener, Kya 
 Whitener
Cantor:   Rita Boyd 

Monday, 13th - Easter Weekday
8:00 am:     Dennis Walsh
Readings: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9/Jn 3:1-8 

Wednesday, 15th - Easter Weekday
8:00 am:     Dorothy Wulfers
Readings: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/
               Jn 3:16-21

Thursday, 16th - Easter Weekday
8:00 am:     Ginger Baechle
6:00 pm:     Leroy Wade
Readings: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20/
               Jn 3:31-36

Saturday, 11th
5:00 pm:     Jerry Bush 
7:00 pm:     Jim & Doretta Herzog    

Sacristans
Brenda Donze, 
Linda Gillespie,
Karen Jones, 

Norene Leonard

Monday, April 13, 2026

Sunday, 12th
7:00 am:     Bob & *Mary Lou Govreau
9:00 am:     Everett “Dee” Akers
10:30 am: * Parishioners
12:15 pm:  Priest Intention
Readings: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24/1 
                Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31 

Third Sunday of EasterSecond Sunday of Easter
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Friday, 17th - Easter Weekday
8:00 am:     Art Daniels
Readings: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Jn 6:1-15

Money Counters 
Shirley Bieser,

Anne Crawford, 
Jane Eck, 

Kathy Thompson

Tuesday, 14th - Easter Weekday
8:00 am:     Chuck & Adel Gaydos
Readings: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Jn 3:7b-15



Staff
Rev. Gerson Parra
Parochial Administrator
gersonparra@archstl.org - 756-4250 ext. 301
Deacon Mark Byington
Permanent Deacon
deaconmark@stjosephfarmington.com - 756-4250 ext. 312
Deacon Rich Doré
Permanent Deacon
deaconrich@stjosephfarmington.com - 756-4250 ext. 312
Dr. John Boyd
School Principal
jboyd@stjosephfarmington.com - 756-4250 ext. 309

Jane Ramos
Director of PSR
jramos@stjosephfarmington.com - 756-4250 ext. 306

Lisa Cartee
Business Manager/Bulletin Editor
secretary@stjosephfarmington.com - 756-4250 ext. 311
bulletin@stjosephfarmington.com

Jake and Mandy Whitener
Youth Group
mwhitener@stjosephfarmington.com 

Connie Grindel
OCIA
RCIA@stjosephfarmington.com - 756-4250 ext. 300

John Denkler
Finance Council
jdenkler@fscb.com

Dan Jaycox
School Board President
dtjaycox@gmail.com

Tom Benoist
Parish Council President
tlbenoist@hotmail.com

Rob Grindel
Property and Maintenance
contractorrob@att.net

John Bieser
Cemetery Association
bieser@att.net

Marilyn Gegg
St. Catherine Ladies Sodality

John Adams
St. Catherine Men’s Club

Knights of Columbus
Chris Martin 
photopercy1369@aol.com

Women of Mary
Donna Conklin 
drconklin1907@gmail.com

Athletic Association
Mark Berkbigler 
mark.berkbigler@
gmail.com

HIVE
Jodie Berkbigler - jberkbigler@stjosephfarmington.com
 

Respect Life
Pat Boatright 
boat.pab75@gmail.com

Parish Ministries
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Linda Hammer
Grief Ministry
griefministry@
stjosephfarmington.com

Our Father’s Table
Tom & Tammy Benoist
tlbenoist@hotmail.com

St. Vincent de Paul
Agnes Hinkebein
svdp63640@gmail.com

Please Pray 
for our Troops

Lt. Nassan Kenyatta Applewhite
son-in-law of Amanda Hubbard

Sergeant Wyatt Bach
Son of Greg and Emily Bach

SSG Mark Bieser
Parishioner

Major Nick Bono
brother of Matt Bono

Col David Brewer
son of Louise Brewer

Specialist Lucas Colligan
son of Judy & Bud Davis

CW5 Steve Howell
son-in-law of John & Michelle Podolak

Todd Jokerst - Ensign USN
grandson of Bill & Geneva Jokerst

Sergeant Grace Jones
daughter-in-law of Dale and Arlene Jones

1st LT Olivia M. Klinkhardt 
niece Mary Lou Brady

SFC Timothy Masters
Parishioner

Logan Methenia
nephew of Tracy Millstead

Sergeant Austin Patton
son of Jill Patton

Cpt. Jacob Roney
son of Kevin and Terri Roney

Major Joseph Stewart USMC 
son of Jim and Tammy Stewart

SSG Ryan Turk
nephew of Steve and Cynthia Paroski 

Specialist 4th Class Nick Tyler
 grandson of Gene and Dolores Eddleman

Lt BJ Waltz
 nephew of Steve and Cynthia Paroski 

Spc James Wolf
 grandson of James Rose


