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Third Sunday of Lent (B)

c o M M u " ' T v Exodus 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17 / 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 / John 2:13-25

Spring Cleaning Life
FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

hen Jesus cleansed the temple, he cleared it of all the sacrificial animals and foreign coins that

cluttered that holy place. He also shifted the focus of where we find God made present—from a

building to himself. “Destroy this temple and in three days | will raise it up” (John 2:19). Saint Paul
tells us that we, too, are God’s temple because the Holy Spirit dwells in us. So it makes sense that Jesus.also
wants to clear our lives of all that clutters them so that we might grow in his image.

Such decluttering happens when youthful freedom and partying are left behind because we hear some
inner call to settle down and contribute to life. It happens when young couples begin to raise a family and
trade in sporty cars and fashionable lifestyles for baby furniture and SUVs. It happens in middle age when in
the midst of building a life we change the blueprint. The weight of illness will shift our perspectives as well,
when worries about life’s details turn dispensable because what we once thought was important becomes
clutter in need of being cleared out.

None of this comes about because of some user manual for daily living, but rather because we sense an
invitation from Jesus to reassess our lives—to join him in clearing out

the clutter in order to take care of what is essential. It is a strange sort ~—Reflect
of wisdom that flows from a source deeper than ourselves. If not for What might be cluttering
that powerful force of God’s Spirit clearing the temples of our lives, we your life right now?

would never become the people God created us to be. @

While he was in Jerusalem for the feast of

Passover, many began to believe in his name
when they saw the signs he was doing.

JOHN 2:23
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