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Paolo L. Puccini, C.S.P.
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our brother
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through the imposition of hands and
the invocation of the Holy Spirit by

With praise and thanksgiving to 
Almighty God



PRELUDE
Allen PoteI Am The Vine

INTROIT
"I will appoint over you shepherds after my own heart, 

who will shepherd you wisely and prudently."
Jeremiah 3:15

THE ORDER OF MASS

ENTRANCE HYMN
arr. Richard ProulxO God Beyond All Praising



INTRODUCTORY RITES

Gloria
Carroll AndrewsA New Mass for Congregations

Sign of the Cross 
and Greeting



Collect

LITURGY OF THE WORD

Responsorial Psalm
Ricky Manalo, C.S.P.Psalm 100

First Reading Isaiah 61:1-3
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me;
He has sent me to bring good news to the afflicted, to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, release to the prisoners,
to announce a year of favor from the LORD and a day of vindication by our
God; to comfort all who mourn; to place on those who mourn in Zion a
diadem instead of ashes, to give them oil of gladness instead of mourning,
a glorious mantle instead of a faint spirit.

The Word of the Lord. R. Thanks be to God



Second Reading (proclaimed in spanish)
Therefore, since we have this ministry through the mercy shown us, we are
not discouraged. Rather, we have renounced shameful, hidden things; not
acting deceitfully or falsifying the word of God, but by the open declaration
of the truth we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of
God. For we do not preach ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves
as your slaves for the sake of Jesus. For God who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to bring to light the knowledge of the
glory of God on the face of Jesus Christ. But we hold this treasure in earthen
vessels, that the surpassing power may be of God and not from us.

Palabra de Dios. R. Te alabamos Señor

2 Corinthians 4:1-2, 5-7

Gospel Acclamation
James ChepponisFestival Alleluia

Gospel Proclamation
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you know
that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He then said to him a
second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes,
Lord, you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to
him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was
distressed that he had said to him a third time, “Do you love me? and he said
to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to
him, “Feed my sheep.”

The Gospel of the Lord. R. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ

John 21:15-17

Rite of Ordination

Election of the Candidate
All respond, "Thanks be to God!"

Homily The Most Reverend Joe Vásquez

Promise of the Elect Reverend Mr. Paolo Puccini, C.S.P.



Cantor: 
Lord, have mercy
Christ, have mercy
Lord, have mercy

Holy Mary, Mother of God
...
All holy men and women

Lord, be merciful
...
By your gift of the Holy Spirit

Be merciful to us sinners
...
Jesus, Son of the living God

Christ, hear us
Lord Jesus, hear our prayer

All: 
Lord, have mercy
Christ, have mercy
Lord, have mercy

Pray for us
...
Pray for us

Lord, save your people
...
Lord, save your people

Lord, hear our prayer
...
Lord, hear our prayer

Christ, hear us
Lord Jesus, hear our prayer

Litany of Supplication Chant

Laying on of Hands

Jacques BerthierVeni Sancte Spiritus

Prayer of Ordination
to the Priesthood

Investiture with
Stole and Chasuble

Reverend Charles Kullmann, C.S.P.
Reverend Rich Andre, C.S.P.

Anointing of Hands and
Handing Over of Bread and Wine

Kiss of Peace
Tony AlonsoPsalm 96



Preparation of the gifts
AnónimoCanción Misionero

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Presentation of the Gifts Piero and Mary Puccini



Eucharistic Acclamations
Richard ProulxA Community Mass

Fraction Rite
ChantAgnus Dei



Communion Hymn
Bob HurdPan de Vida



Communion Meditation
Roberto RemondiO Sacrum Convivium

O Sacred Banquet! In which Christ is received, the memory of his passion is
renewed, the mind is filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory is given to us.

Alleluia.
Marian Anthem

ChantSalve Regina

Prayer after Communion 



Recessional
Lead Us, Great Teacher Paul

Postlude

Please join us for refreshments in the parish courtyard following Mass.

Fr. Paolo will be offering his first blessings as a priest in the center aisle of the church. Please
continue to wear your masks and observe social distancing protocols. 

Fr. Paolo's first Mass of Thanksgiving will be tomorrow, Sunday, July 26 at 8:45 AM at St. Austin
Catholic Parish. Seating will again be by invitation only due to capacity restrictions. 

The Mass will be live-streamed at www.paulist.org/WatchMass

All music reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-711604.

CONCLUDING RITE

Final Blessing and Dismissal
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Fr. Paolo's Ordination Holy Card

Images of ships on water are prominent in Catholic theological reflection. Since Peter was a
fisherman, early Christians viewed the Church as a metaphorical boat guided by Peter as
their bishop and captain. They found protection from the wind and waves of worldly turmoil
when united together as a community of believers. Ships also provided the fastest means of
long-distance travel. St. Paul traveled by ship to spread the Good News, and tradition holds
that even his shipwreck as a prisoner en route to Rome led to the fortuitous spread of
Christianity on the island of Malta (Acts 28:1-10).

In the summer of 2013 as Fr. Paolo was preparing to leave Houston to join the Paulists, he
was struck by the following lines that Pope Francis delivered during World Youth Day.

More of Fr. Manu's illustrations can be found at www.e-manu-el.com. 

The Church’s nets are weak, perhaps patched; the Church’s barque is not as powerful as
the great transatlantic liners which cross the ocean. And yet God wants to be seen

precisely through our resources, scanty resources, because he is always the one who acts.
- Pope Francis to the Bishops of Brazil, July 27, 2013.

The preceding images of Jesus the Good
Shepherd and this image of Jesus calming
the storm at sea were all illustrated by Fr.
Manu Franco Gómez, O. Carm. Fr. Paolo first
discovered Fr. Manu's  artwork while they
were studying theology together at The
Catholic University of America. 

On March 27, 2020 Pope Francis offered an
extraordinary Urbi et Orbi blessing and
prayer service for the end of the COVID-19
pandemic, during which he reflected on a
passage from Mark's Gospel where Jesus
calms the storm at sea. Fr. Manu illustrated
this image inspired by the pope's reflection
in the early days of the global pandemic.

Fr. Paolo has been fascinated by water since
his childhood days on a summer swim team
and through his brief career working on
offshore deepwater projects. He has since
come to appreciate the theological
significance of water in his seminary studies.

Seven years later in the midst of a global pandemic, Fr. Paolo shares this image of Jesus
calming the seas as a reminder of Christ’s presence amid the storms in our own lives. It often
feels as though we Christians lack the resources to face the enormity of the social,
economic, and spiritual challenges facing our world, especially as we continue to atone for
the past failings of Catholic institutions. Yet united together as fellow Christians, we
remember that Jesus continues to invite us to take courage (cf. Mark 6:50) despite our
weakness and trust that He is ultimately guiding us home together to our Father.



He attended Stamford and Abilene public schools and then studied theology at the
University of St. Thomas in Houston from 1976 to 1980. He attended the Gregorian
University, North American College, in Rome from 1980 to 1985. He was ordained a priest for
the Diocese of San Angelo on June 30, 1984, by Archbishop Joseph A. Fiorenza.

Bishop Vásquez has recently served on the following committees of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB): Chair, Committee on Migration; Administrative
Committee; and Committee for Religious Liberty; and as a consultant to the Committee on
International Justice and Peace, the Committee on Domestic Justice and Human
Development, and the Subcommittee on Hispanic Affairs.  He also served on the Board of
Directors of the Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC). He serves as a
consultant to the USCCB Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism and as Lead Bishop for Region X
for the V National Encounter for Hispanic/Latino Ministry (V Encuentro).

Paolo L. Puccini, C.S.P. entered the Paulist novitiate on August 24, 2013,
and made his first promise to the Paulist Fathers on July 26, 2014. Paolo
made his final promise on September 6, 2019, and was ordained a
transitional deacon on September 7, 2019 in Washington, D.C.

Paolo is the oldest of three children and was born to Mary and Piero
Puccini on April 27, 1987 in Cleveland, Ohio. Mary was raised in central
Pennsylvania and met Piero while attending graduate school at Case
Western Reserve University. Piero is a native of Barranquilla, Colombia
and moved to Cleveland to pursue a doctorate in civil engineering. 

Bishop Joe S. Vásquez was installed as the fifth bishop of the Diocese of
Austin on March 8, 2010. On January 23, 2002, Bishop Vásquez was
ordained and installed as auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of
Galveston-Houston.

Bishop Vásquez was born July 9, 1957, in Stamford, Texas to Juan and
Elvira Vásquez (deceased). He is the eldest of six children with three
brothers: Robert Vásquez, Samuel Vásquez (deceased), and James
Vásquez; and two sisters: Cynthia Martínez and Consuelo Garza.

Piero graduated soon after Paolo’s birth, and the family moved to Barranquilla for three
years and then to Houston, where Mary and Piero have lived since 1991. Paolo’s siblings
Gabriel and Claire were born in Houston in the following years.

Paolo attended Strake Jesuit College Preparatory from 2001-2005, where he attended daily
Mass and served as a leader on school retreats and the debate team. He moved to Austin in
2005 to pursue dual degrees at the University of Texas in Mechanical Engineering and Plan
II Honors. While studying in Austin, he met the Paulist Fathers and actively served in various
ministries at the University Catholic Center. 

After graduating in 2009, Paolo volunteered in El Salvador for two months at a Salesian
boarding school for adolescents threatened by gangs. He returned to Houston for three
years to work as a mechanical engineer with ExxonMobil, where he enjoyed traveling to
Africa and Europe. 

Paolo moved to Washington, DC to enter the Paulist novitiate in 2013 and remained there for
philosophy and theology studies at The Catholic University of America. While in
Washington, Paolo served at Annunciation, Sacred Heart, and Saint Matthias parishes. He
also lived and served at Paulist ministries in Columbus, New York, Boston, San Francisco,
and Rome for summer or seasonal ministry. Between 2017 and 2018, Paolo spent his pastoral
year living and serving at the Cathedral of St. Andrew in Grand Rapids, MI.




