
Jubilee and Creation  
2020 Season of Creation Week Two 

The Jubilee in Scripture 
- An extension of the Sabbath year. 

- Connected to atonement, the communal recognition of sinfulness before God. 

- A time to reset debts & relationships, remembering all belongs to God. 


Then, on the tenth day of the seventh month let the ram’s horn resound; on this, the 
Day of Atonement, the ram’s horn blast shall resound throughout your land. You shall 

treat this fiftieth year as sacred. You shall proclaim liberty in the land for all its 
inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you, when each of you shall return to your own 

property, each of you to your own family. 

Leviticus 25:9-10 

The Jubilee in 2020, A Message from Pope Francis 

A Jubilee is indeed a time of grace to remember creation’s original vocation to exist and 
flourish as a community of love. We exist only in relationships: with God the Creator, 
with our brothers and sisters as members of a common family, and with all of God’s 
creatures within our common home. “Everything is related, and we human beings are 
united as brothers and sisters on a wonderful pilgrimage, woven together by the love 
God has for each of his creatures and which also unites us in fond affection with 
brother sun, sister moon, brother river and mother earth” (LS, 92) … 

A Jubilee is a time to return to God our loving Creator. We cannot live in harmony with 
creation if we are not at peace with the Creator who is the source and origin of all 
things. As Pope Benedict observed, “the brutal consumption of creation begins where 
God is missing, where matter has become simply material for us, where we ourselves 
are the ultimate measure, where everything is simply our property” (Meeting w/Priests, 
Deacons, and Seminarians of the Diocese of Bolzano-Bressanone, 6 August 2008). … 

We also need once more to listen to the land itself, which Scripture calls adamah, the 
soil from which man, Adam, was made. Today we hear the voice of creation 
admonishing us to return to our rightful place in the natural created order – to 
remember that we are part of this interconnected web of life, not its masters. The 
disintegration of biodiversity, spiraling climate disasters, and unjust impact of the 



current pandemic on the poor and vulnerable: all these are a wakeup call in the face of 
our rampant greed and consumption.  

- Message of Pope Francis for the Season of Creation 2020 

CLICK FOR THE ENTIRE MESSAGE FOR THE SEASON OF CREATION 2020 BY 
POPE FRANCIS  

Questions for Reflection:  

1) How are we called to re-envision our understanding of property, recognizing that all 
all belongs to God and is given for the sake of our mutual flourishing? 


2) What environmental offenses do we need to atone for individually? Collectively?


The Jubilee in Union with other Christians 

As people of faith we are called to sound a voice of hope, like the Jubilee. We lament, 
for everywhere we hear the groaning of creation. So we act as carriers of creation, and 
we sound the horn of hope, for the Earth and all they that live in it belong to the Lord. 
We know that God has promised the renewal of this Earth.  

During this critical and trying time, we acknowledge our role as people of faith in 
sounding hope amidst this current crisis and affirm ourselves as prophetic witnesses. 
Jesus has given us a choice between God and Mammon. For the sake of the Earth and 
all creatures, we have no choice but to pursue Justice (Micah 6:8).  

Recognize God’s ownership of the whole Earth, and all our ‘possessions’   

Release what we have back to God, both spiritually and practically?  

Recognize our total dependency on God and his creation?  

Receive God’s provision  

- Season of Creation Guide for 2020, www.seasonofcreation.org  

CLICK FOR THE ENTIRE SEASON OF CREATION GUIDE (SEE PGS 9-11) 

Questions for Reflection:  

1) After our lamentation, where do we find hope for the future? 


2) What does the renewal of the Earth involve and look like? 


3) How can we be prophetic witnesses here in Austin, Texas? 


http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200901_messaggio-giornata-cura-creato.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200901_messaggio-giornata-cura-creato.html
http://www.seasonofcreation.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ARDojjURVRIYzj8EHlx4tlo9eaDo-bfh/view


Closing Prayer: Psalm 95  

Sing to the LORD a new song;

sing to the LORD, all the earth.


Sing to the LORD, bless his name;

proclaim his salvation day after day.


Tell his glory among the nations;

among all peoples, his marvelous deeds.


For great is the LORD and highly to be 
praised,


to be feared above all gods.

For the gods of the nations are idols,


but the LORD made the heavens.

Splendor and power go before him;


power and grandeur are in his holy place.


Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice;

let the sea and what fills it resound;


let the plains be joyful and all that is in them.


Then let all the trees of the forest rejoice

before the LORD who comes,


who comes to govern the earth,

To govern the world with justice


and the peoples with faithfulness.


 


