
Exile and Restoration  
2020 Season of Creation Week Three 

The Babylonian Exile  
- Kingdom of Judah was conquered by the Babylonians ~600 B.C.  

- Jerusalem continued to resist for the next two decades, culminating in destruction of 

the city and the Temple around ~587 B.C.

- Prominent families were deported to Babylon (Iraq), others fled to Egypt. Period of 

grieving their loss of sovereignty and ability to worship according to the Torah. 


Early and often the LORD, the God of their ancestors, sent his messengers to them, for 
he had compassion on his people and his dwelling place. But they mocked God’s 

messengers, despised his words, and scoffed at his prophets, until the LORD’s anger 
against his people blazed up beyond remedy. Then he brought up against them the king 

of the Chaldeans, who killed their young men with the sword in their own sanctuary.  

Those who escaped the sword he carried captive to Babylon, where they became 
servants to him and his sons until the Persian kingdom came to power. All this was to 
fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah: Until the land has retrieved its lost 
sabbaths, during all the time it lies waste it shall have rest while seventy years are 

fulfilled. 

2 Chronicles 36:15-17a, 20-21 

Spiritual Perspectives and Significance of the Exile 
- Neglect of God’s laws as found in the Torah, including relationships with one another 

and the land, contributed to the downfall of the people. 

- A second chance would come with the rise of the Persians, who conquered Babylon 

and encouraged the Jewish people to return to and rebuild Jerusalem.  




Our Own Exile in 2020 

In this world, that you love more than we do, we have gone ahead at breakneck speed, 
feeling powerful and able to do anything. Greedy for profit, we let ourselves get caught 
up in things, and lured away by haste. We did not stop at your reproach to us, we were 
not shaken awake by wars or injustice across the world, nor did we listen to the cry of 

the poor or of our ailing planet. We carried on regardless, thinking we would stay 
healthy in a world that was sick. Now that we are in a stormy sea, we implore you: 

“Wake up, Lord!”. 

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Lord, you are calling to us, calling us to faith. 
Which is not so much believing that you exist, but coming to you and trusting in you. 
This Lent your call reverberates urgently: “Be converted!”, “Return to me with all your 

heart” (Joel 2:12). You are calling on us to seize this time of trial as a time of choosing. It 
is not the time of your judgement, but of our judgement: a time to choose what matters 

and what passes away, a time to separate what is necessary from what is not. It is a 
time to get our lives back on track with regard to you, Lord, and to others.  

- Excerpt Message of Pope Francis during the Extraordinary Moment of Prayer for the 
end to the Pandemic, March 27, 2020. 

READ THE FULL TEXT OF THE MESSAGE HERE 

Questions for Reflection:  

1) What are the different forms of exile that we are facing as individuals and as a 
global community? 


2) What are the contributing factors that have led to these various forms of exile? 


http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/urbi/documents/papa-francesco_20200327_urbi-et-orbi-epidemia.html


The Return and Restoration of Jerusalem in Scripture 

Instead, shout for joy and be glad forever, in what I am creating. Indeed, I am creating 
Jerusalem to be a joy and its people to be a delight; I will rejoice in Jerusalem and exult 
in my people. No longer shall the sound of weeping be heard there, or the sound of 
crying. No longer shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, nor anyone who 
does not live a full lifetime; One who dies at a hundred years shall be considered a 
youth, and one who falls short of a hundred shall be thought accursed. 

They shall build houses and live in them, they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit; 
They shall not build and others live there; they shall not plant and others eat. As the 
years of a tree, so the years of my people; and my chosen ones shall long enjoy the 
work of their hands. 

They shall not toil in vain, nor beget children for sudden destruction; For they shall be a 
people blessed by the LORD and their descendants with them. Before they call, I will 
answer; while they are yet speaking, I will hear. 

The wolf and the lamb shall pasture together, and the lion shall eat hay like the ox—but 
the serpent’s food shall be dust. None shall harm or destroy on all my holy mountain, 
says the LORD. 

- Isaiah 65:18-25 

Questions for Reflection:  

1) What elements of life in this restored Jerusalem most appeal to you? 


2) Recognizing how the prophet Isaiah envisioned a future in which people practiced 
right relationships with others and creation, how would you describe a future in 
which we have right relationships with others and creation in our own times?










Pope Francis on Restoration 

To emerge from a pandemic, we need to look after and care for each other. To look 
after and care for each other. And we must support those who care for the weakest, 
the sick and the elderly. Ah, there is the tendency to cast the elderly aside, to abandon 
them. And this is bad. These people - well defined by the Spanish term 
"cuidadores" (caretakers), those who take care of the sick - play an essential role in 
today's society, even if they often do not receive the recognition and recompense they 
deserve. Caring is a golden rule of our nature as human beings, and brings with it 
health and hope (cf. Encyclical Laudato Si’ [LS], 70). Taking care of those who are sick, 
of those who are in need, of those who are cast aside: this is a human, and also 
Christian, wealth.


We must also extend this care to our common home: to the earth and to every 
creature. All forms of life are interconnected (see ibid., 137-138), and our health 
depends on that of the ecosystems that God created and entrusted to us to care for 
(see Gen 2:15). Abusing them, on the other hand, is a grave sin that damages us, and 
harms us, and makes us sick (cf. LS, 8; 66). The best antidote against this misuse of 
our common home is contemplation (see ibid., 85, 214). But how come? Isn’t there a 
vaccine for this, for the care of the common home, so as not to set it aside? What is 
the antidote against the sickness of not taking care of our common home? It is 
contemplation. “If someone has not learned to stop and admire something beautiful, 
we should not be surprised if he or she treats everything as an object to be used and 
abused without scruple" (ibid., 215).


CLICK FOR THE ENTIRE GENERAL AUDIENCE MESSAGE OF SEPT. 16, 2020  

Questions for Reflection:  

1) Who are those most in need of care during this time? 


2) How does the relationship between contemplation and action play out in your life? 


3) How can we continue to form a vision to motivate new relationships with one 
another and with nature? 


http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200916_udienza-generale.html


Closing Prayer: Psalm 97 

The LORD is king; let the earth rejoice;

let the many islands be glad.

Cloud and darkness surround him;

justice and right are the foundation of his 
throne.


Fire goes before him,

consuming his foes on every side.

His lightning illumines the world;

the earth sees and trembles.


The mountains melt like wax before the 
LORD,

before the Lord of all the earth.

The heavens proclaim his justice;

all peoples see his glory.


All who serve idols are put to shame,

who glory in worthless things;

all gods bow down before him.


Zion hears and is glad,

and the daughters of Judah rejoice

because of your judgments, O LORD.


For you, LORD, are the Most High over all 
the earth,

exalted far above all gods.

You who love the LORD, hate evil,

he protects the souls of the faithful,

rescues them from the hand of the 
wicked.


Light dawns for the just,

and gladness for the honest of heart.

Rejoice in the LORD, you just,

and give thanks at the remembrance of 
his holiness.


 


