
Everything is Connected  
2020 Season of Creation Week Four 

The Duty to Keep 

We are not God. The earth was here before us and it has been given to us. This allows 
us to respond to the charge that Judaeo-Christian thinking, on the basis of the Genesis 

account which grants man “dominion” over the earth (cf. Gen 1:28), has encouraged 
the unbridled exploitation of nature by painting him as domineering and destructive by 
nature. This is not a correct interpretation of the Bible as understood by the Church.…  

The biblical texts are to be read in their context, with an appropriate hermeneutic, 
recognizing that they tell us to “till and keep” the garden of the world (cf. Gen 2:15). 
“Tilling” refers to cultivating, ploughing or working, while “keeping” means caring, 

protecting, overseeing and preserving. This implies a relationship of mutual 
responsibility between human beings and nature.  

Each community can take from the bounty of the earth whatever it needs for 
subsistence, but it also has the duty to protect the earth and to ensure its fruitfulness 
for coming generations. “The earth is the Lord’s” (Ps 24:1); to him belongs “the earth 

with all that is within it” (Dt 10:14). Thus God rejects every claim to absolute ownership: 
“The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine; for you are strangers and 

sojourners with me” (Lev 25:23). 

Laudato Si’ 67 

READ LAUDATO SI' HERE 

Questions for Reflection:  

1) Have you ever paused to consider in gratitude what you have received from your 
ancestors, be they family members or members of the community, who helped 
make possible the life you enjoy today?


2) What distracts us from considering the needs of future generations? How can we 
give them greater attention? 


http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html


The Duty to Care  

In the story of Cain and Abel, we see how envy led Cain to commit the ultimate injustice 
against his brother, which in turn ruptured the relationship between Cain and God, and 

between Cain and the earth from which he was banished. This is seen clearly in the 
dramatic exchange between God and Cain. God asks: “Where is Abel your brother?” 
Cain answers that he does not know, and God persists: “What have you done? The 

voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground. And now you are cursed 
from the ground” (Gen 4:9-11).  

Disregard for the duty to cultivate and maintain a proper relationship with my neighbor, 
for whose care and custody I am responsible, ruins my relationship with my own self, 
with others, with God and with the earth. When all these relationships are neglected, 

when justice no longer dwells in the land, the Bible tells us that life itself is endangered.
… These ancient stories, full of symbolism, bear witness to a conviction which we today 
share, that everything is interconnected, and that genuine care for our own lives and our 
relationships with nature is inseparable from fraternity, justice and faithfulness to others. 

- Laudato Si’ 70 

READ LAUDATO SI' HERE 

Questions for Reflection:  

1) What are some ways in which sinful behaviors damage relationships beyond the 
immediate circumstances? 


2) What keeps us from recognizing our obligations to care for others across the 
planet?  


http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html


Towards a Circular Economy 

It is hard for us to accept that the way natural ecosystems work is exemplary: plants 
synthesize nutrients which feed herbivores; these in turn become food for carnivores, 

which produce significant quantities of organic waste which give rise to new 
generations of plants.  

But our industrial system, at the end of its cycle of production and consumption, has 
not developed the capacity to absorb and reuse waste and by-products. We have not 
yet managed to adopt a circular model of production capable of preserving resources 
for present and future generations, while limiting as much as possible the use of non-
renewable resources, moderating their consumption, maximizing their efficient use, 

reusing and recycling them. A serious consideration of this issue would be one way of 
counteracting the throwaway culture which affects the entire planet, but it must be said 

that only limited progress has been made in this regard. 

- Laudato Si’ 22 

READ LAUDATO SI' HERE 

Questions for Reflection:  

1) What are some barriers, be they technological, social, or financial that perpetuate 
the current economic system that prevents us from adopting a circular economy?


2) How can we advocate for a transition towards the ideal of a circular economy? 


http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html


Embracing Ecological Virtues 

The existence of laws and regulations is insufficient in the long run to curb bad 
conduct, even when effective means of enforcement are present. If the laws are to 
bring about significant, long-lasting effects, the majority of the members of society 

must be adequately motivated to accept them, and personally transformed to respond. 


Only by cultivating sound virtues will people be able to make a selfless ecological 
commitment. A person who could afford to spend and consume more but regularly 

uses less heating and wears warmer clothes, shows the kind of convictions and 
attitudes which help to protect the environment. There is a nobility in the duty to care 
for creation through little daily actions, and it is wonderful how education can bring 

about real changes in lifestyle. 


Education in environmental responsibility can encourage ways of acting which directly 
and significantly affect the world around us, such as avoiding the use of plastic and 

paper, reducing water consumption, separating refuse, cooking only what can 
reasonably be consumed, showing care for other living beings, using public transport 
or car-pooling, planting trees, turning off unnecessary lights, or any number of other 
practices. All of these reflect a generous and worthy creativity which brings out the 

best in human beings. Reusing something instead of immediately discarding it, when 
done for the right reasons, can be an act of love which expresses our own dignity.


Laudato Si’ 211 

READ LAUDATO SI' HERE 

Questions for Reflection:  
 

1) What are some ways that we can better educate ourselves and others to live out 

the ecological virtues, that is, good habits, in our lives?  

2) How can we cultivate a greater sense of personal responsibility for our actions 
toward the environment?  

3) What surprised or challenged you most from our conversation today?  


http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html


Closing Prayer: Psalm 98 

Sing a new song to the LORD,

for he has done marvelous deeds.

His right hand and holy arm

have won the victory.


The LORD has made his victory known;

has revealed his triumph in the sight of 
the nations,

He has remembered his mercy and 
faithfulness

toward the house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen

the victory of our God.


Shout with joy to the LORD, all the earth;

break into song; sing praise.

Sing praise to the LORD with the lyre,

with the lyre and melodious song.


With trumpets and the sound of the horn

shout with joy to the King, the LORD.

Let the sea and what fills it resound,

the world and those who dwell there.


Let the rivers clap their hands,

the mountains shout with them for joy,

Before the LORD who comes,

who comes to govern the earth,

To govern the world with justice

and the peoples with fairness.


 


