
 

SAINT MARY CATHEDRAL 
MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday-Friday………….6:30am, 12:05pm 

Saturday…………………………..12:05pm 

Sunday*…………..Vigil: Saturday 5:30pm; 

7:30am Traditional Latin, 9:30am, 11:30am, 

1:30pm Español, 

3:30pm Traditional Latin, 

& 5:30pm 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions are by appointment and can  

be scheduled on our website, smcaustin.org  

Monday-Friday………….11:00am-11:50am 

Saturday………………...11:00am-11:50am 

                                         & 4:30pm-5:20pm 

CLERGY AND STAFF 
Most Rev. Joe S. Vásquez, STL, DD, 

Bishop of Austin 
 

Very Rev. Daniel Liu, Rector 

Rev. Will Rooney, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Antony Savarimuthu, Priest in Residence 

Deacon Héctor Ortiz and  

Deacon Guadalupe Rodriguez 
 

Louis Barron……………Director of Development/ 

                                         Facility Operations 

Yvonne Bedell…….Director of Operations/Finance 

Jessica Burrola……..Receptionist (church calendar) 

Jaeson Drummond 

                        Director of Catholic Faith Formation 

Judy Henschen 

               Administrative Assistant (church bulletin) 

Dr. Jeffrey Jones-Ragona…Director, Sacred Music 

Robert LeGros………...Cathedral School Principal 

Jeremiah Reyna………………….Facility Services  

Yvonne Saldaña…………Sacramental Coordinator 

Kathy Thomas 

          Liturgical Coordinator & EIM Administrator 

Dr. Brooks Whitmore………….Cathedral Organist 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Friday 8:30 am-5:00 pm 

 

(512) 476-6182      Fax (512) 476-8799 

203 E. 10th Street, Austin, TX 78701 

www.smcaustin.org 

BAPTISMS: Parents should visit the Cathedral website: www.smcaustin.org, 

for Baptism guidelines; then submit completed application with required  
documents to schedule Baptism. 
 

Bautizos: Si usted desea bautizar a su hijo, lea los requisitos detallados en 
nuestro sitio web: www.smcaustin.org. Luego, para fijar una fecha para el  bau-
tizo, entregue el formulario de solicitud con los documentos necesarios.   
 

MARRIAGE: See Cathedral website: www.smcaustin.org, for detailed  

information. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Registration forms are available on the table at the 

entrance of the church; in the Cathedral office, or on our website. 

   CATHEDRAL SCHOOL OF 
               SAINT MARY 
 

  910 San Jacinto Blvd., Austin, Texas 78701 

(512) 686-6992 ● www.smcschoolaustin.org 

              Enrolling PreK3-Grade 8 

AVE MARIA GIFT SHOP 
Hours of Operation 

Tuesday-Friday                 12:30 pm-4:30 pm 
    Saturday             9:00 am-5:30 pm 

Phone 512-617-5880 
 

 

Saint Mary Cathedral volunteer ministry 

http://www.smcaustin.org
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GOSPEL MEDITATION WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

MONDAY, JULY 27 

6:30am.. Daily Mass, Cathedral 
9:00-11:30am.CSSM Jump Camp, DC Gym 
9:30-10:30am.Piano Lessons, Bishops Hall 
11:00am-noon.Confessions by appointment 
11:30am -1:30pm.CSSM Volleyball Camp, DC Gym 
12:05pm.Daily Mass, Cathedral 
1:00pm...Baptism, Cathedral 
 

TUESDAY, JULY 28 
6:30am.. Daily Mass, Cathedral 
9:00-11:30am.CSSM Jump Camp, DC Gym 
11:00am-noon.Confessions by appointment 
11:30am -1:30pm.CSSM Volleyball Camp, DC Gym 
12:05pm.Daily Mass, Cathedral 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29 
6:30am.. Daily Mass, Cathedral 
11:00am-noon.Confessions by appointment 
11:30am -1:30pm.CSSM Volleyball Camp, DC Gym 
12:05pm.Daily Mass, Cathedral 
4:00-5:30pm..Piano Lessons, Bishops Hall 
6:00pm...Schola Rehearsal, Bishops Hall 
 

THURSDAY, JULY 30 
6:30am.. Daily Mass, Cathedral 
9:00-11:30am.CSSM Jump Camp, DC Gym 
11:00am-noon.Confessions by appointment 
11:30am -1:30pm.CSSM Volleyball Camp, DC Gym 
12:05pm.Daily Mass, Cathedral 
1:00-3:00pm.Cleaning of church, Cathedral 
 

FRIDAY, JULY 31 
6:30am.. Daily Mass, Cathedral 
9:00am.. CSSM 8th Grade Graduation Mass,  
 Cathedral 
11:00am-noon.Confessions by appointment 
12:05pm.Daily Mass, Cathedral 
 

FIRST SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 
11:00am-noon.Confessions by appointment 
12:05pm.Daily Mass, Cathedral 
4:30-5:20pm.Confessions by appointment 
5:30pm.. Vigil of Sunday Mass, Cathedral 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 
7:30am  EF Latin Mass, Cathedral 
9:30am  Mass in English, Cathedral 
11:30am  Mass in English, Cathedral 
1:30pm  Mass en español, Cathedral 
3:30pm...EF Latin Mass, Cathedral 
5:30pm...Mass in English, Cathedral 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time   Mt 13:44-52 
 

A single mother who has a child with special needs works two jobs and      
sacrifices much of her own pleasures in order to be available for her son. 
Being the best mother possible is important to her and brings her joy. We 
are willing to make great and often heroic sacrifices for those people and 
things that matter most to us. Unless there is something of obvious                
importance to us in our immediate path, we can easily approach life in a 
more haphazard and chaotic way. We jump from one thing to another,            
responding to whatever it is that is competing for our attention at that             
moment. When everything is important, nothing is important. 
 

If we do not wear the right pair of glasses, we can get all too easily caught 
up in the superficial stuff and neglect paying attention to the things that         
really matter. The kingdom of God is like the pearl of great price that is 
worth selling everything for so that it can be obtained. Based on where I 
invest my time and energy each day, I really wonder whether I am serving 
God’s kingdom or my own. Have you ever considered tracking how you 
spend your time? You may be surprised! We allow our agendas to set the 
clock of our lives. We forget that joy and a true sense of purpose are not 
going to be found in following that timepiece. Joy is the expression of the 
happiness that is discovered when living in the kingdom of God. When our 
agenda matches God, not only do we leap for joy but God leaps with delight 
as well. Our well-being is what matters most to God. 
 

Can you imagine God delighting in you? It is easy to deaden our senses to 
the whole reality of God and the joy that living the Gospel can bring. The 
demands of secular life and the agendas competing for our attention can 
quickly do that. We can get tired and spiritually apathetic. But if we can see 
our way through all of the conflicting voices and hear the voice of God, we 
can rediscover our zeal and passion and redirect our efforts. When we begin 
to see as God sees, we can rise each day and notice what really needs our 
attention and embrace it with exuberance. Be careful, though. It may not be 
what we originally had on our list. Responding to it, however, will be worth 
putting everything else aside. 
©LPi 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
XVII Domingo Ordinario    Mt 13, 44-52 
 

El Evangelio nos sigue narrando parábolas sobre el Reino de Dios y de 
cómo actuar en él. El domingo pasado era sobre el trigo y la cizaña. Hoy 
la Liturgia nos presenta, el tesoro, la perla y la red. Encontrar el tesoro 
de la verdad y la justicia en nuestro tiempo es un trabajo de proceso que 
requiere un compromiso con Dios, la familia, la comunidad y con la          
persona misma. Las parábolas son una catequesis que indican la forma 
para salir y encontrar lo que se busca.  “El Reino de los Cielos es como 
un tesoro escondido en un campo. El hombre que lo descubre, lo vuelve 
a esconder: su alegría es tal, que va, vende todo lo que tiene y compra 
ese campo”.  Y el Señor continúa narrando. “Un comerciante que busca 
perlas finas. Si llega a sus manos una perla de gran valor, se va, vende 
cuanto tiene y la compra”. Y ahora, la de los peces. “Una red que se ha 
echado al mar y que recoge peces de todas clases. Cuando está llena, 
los pescadores la sacan a la orilla, se sientan, escogen los peces            
buenos, los echan en canastos y tiran los que no sirven”.  
(Mateo 13:44-48). 
 

Pidamos al Señor, en esta Eucaristía que nos dé la sabiduría de  
Salomón para encontrar los tesoros que nos lleven a vivir como  
hermanos y hermanas en estos tiempos de crisis que se están viviendo 
en diferentes lugares del mundo. Recordemos, que, el mejor tesoro es la 
amistad con Dios y quien la tiene, lo tiene todo. Salomón y San Pablo en 
las lecturas de hoy lo confirman. 
©LPi 
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MASS INTENTIONS STEWARDSHIP & DEVELOPMENT 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Offertory Collection (week of 7-19-20) 
 

 

                                                 Sunday Coll.     Last Month      Year to Date 

                                                                                                               7/19/20           June 2020      6/29-7/19/2020 
 

Income  
 

Expenses 
 

Budget Excess/(Deficit) 
 

Second Collection  Cathedral School       $   362 
 

St. Killian’s Candles (a/o 7/20/2020)  $2,809 
 

Attendance   ................................     727                                                       

 

Saint Mary Cathedral Catholic Endowment (a/o 5/31/2020)   $   51,106 
 

Diocese-Encountering Christ Campaign     (a/o 7/01/2020)    $ 154,008 

those who have died: 
Isabel Magallanes, Deacon Willie Cortez 

 

  those in need of healing: * 

Paul Ancira, Gisela Bernal, Jim Boyles, Juan Burrola, Sr. & Yolanda Burrola, Catarino Castillo, 
Judith Constantine, Kenneth Craig, Sr., Carmel & Sam DiCarlo, John Donatucci, Abel Duarte, 
Normajean Earle, Ronald  Erickson, J. C. Ernst, Joshua Escalona, Pedro Flores, Jr., Deyanira  
Garcia, Claire Hernandez, Jesse Hutton, Sonia Irizarry, Chuck Jehlen, Hee-Jung Kim, Maria  
Guadalupe Ledesma & family, Jesús Amaro Lopez, Anyssa M., Elleana M., Clarisa  Marcée, Alicia 
Martinez, Vanessa Matocha, Alejandro Medina, Lauren & Graham Miller, Matthew Mwenya and 
Astridah Chishimba, Marjorie King Parker, Mary Jane Perez, Gary Porfirio, Louise Porfirio, Ruth 
Resendez, Romo-Bedell family, Santos Romo, Marrlene Sato, Bill Scott, Sharon family, Marlene 
Siering, Tim Sullivan, Jean Valerga, Estella Velasquez, Michael & Josie Velasquez, Vicente 
Zavala 

and those serving in the military:* 
HR Shelby D. Aparicio     HN5 Jinuel Jehlen     LCPL Eric E. Muñoz  
1LT Kyra Barone      1 LT Patrick Kuiper    Capt. Nicholas Naquin 
Capt. Mary E. Boyle        Major David McGuire     1SG Kenneth A. Saffell 
A1C Paige Derry      Capt. Lawrence McNamara    Capt. Sean Snook 
PFC Rick German      Christopher Mercado, USAF    Sgt. William Speer 
1LT Cory Houck       Capt. Chris Morrow    SFC Phillip Thompson 
Lt. Sigifredo Homero Huerta, Jr. Ensign Evan Moses     Spec 4 Chris Trevno

    LT Shane Moses     Christopher Ty Trevino 
 

* We appreciate hearing from you about how your loved ones on the prayer list are doing. 

Our giving platform Pushpay is simple to use and only takes a few minutes to set up a 
recurring gift or to make a one-time gift. There are three ways to donate:  (1) text smcaustin 
to 77977; (2) navigate to our website at www.smcaustin.org , click on Donation, next click 
on Give, or (3) enter into your browser https://pushpay.com/pay/smcaustin which takes you 
directly to the portal. 

 

For those who are still using the previous platform Vanco for your recurring giving, the goal 
is to have everyone switched over to the Pushpay platform by July 31st.. We are close 
to our goal but we still need to get your gifts transitioned to the new platform. 
 

Thank you for your continued stewardship and sacrifice in supporting Saint Mary Cathedral. 
If you have any questions or need assistance, please contact Louis Barron or Yvonne Bedell 
in the parish office, 512-476-6182.    

PLEASE PRAY FOR... 

SANCTUARY CANDLE  
 

In Thanksgiving  
Dee Amaro 

July 19—August 1, 2020 

Monday, July 27 
6:30am………………...Faithful Departed 
12:05pm.…………………Cindy Munoz† 
 

Tuesday, July 28 
6:30am………………..Faithful Departed 
12:05pm…………………...Madere family 
 

Wednesday, July 29 
6:30am………………….Jimmy Bullock† 
12:05pm…...Marta Angelina Rodiz Jané† 
 

Thursday, July 30 
6:30am………………...Faithful Departed 
12:05pm…..Ernest & Marie Vinklarek family 
 

Friday, July 31 
6:30am…………………...Madere family 
9:00am…………………Janette Ramsay† 
12:05pm………………….Aurora Valdez 
 

Saturday, August 1 
12:05pm………………….Petra V. Jalifi† 
5:30pm……………….Virginia Marchan† 
 

Sunday, August 2 
7:30am……..Larry Gene Porfirio family† 
9:30am.…………………….T. J. Amaro† 
11:30am ………...Cathedral Parishioners 
1:30pm…………………...Respect for Life 
3:30pm……………………..Tony Madere† 
5:30pm………………....Janette Ramsay† 

NEXT SUNDAY 
August 2, 2020 

Second Collection 
 St. Vincent de Paul 

 $  14,371  $  95,886   $  62,322 

 $  11,964  $  91,702   $  35,891 

 $    2,407  $    4,184   $  26,430 

St. Vincent de Paul: The COVID-19 pandemic and its economic fallout has 

caused those previously able to manage finances to seek assistance. Please help us 
serve our neighbors in need as a result of wages lost due to COVID-19. Donations 
may be made at smcaustin.org DONATE to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 

Happy 98th Birthday today, 
July 26, to our dear parishioner 

J.C. Ernst! 

 

Thank you to Stephen Stein 
for his Father’s Day donation 
in memory of Ed Acevedo 
and Bob Stein. 

http://www.smcaustin.org/
https://pushpay.com/g/smcaustin?src=hpp
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Catholic Scripture Study: Available via Zoom teleconference. 

We are currently studying the Gospel according to St. John. Please 
email LJSmith78704@yahoo.com  for free online access. 

FAMILIES  
Faith Formation Registration forms are due by August 16. See  
smcaustin.org/single smcaustin.org/fam 
 

Formación de fe Católica: Los documentos de registro deben 
presentarse antes del 16 de agosto. Ver — 
smcaustin.org/single smcaustin.org/fam 
___________________________________________________ 

ADULTS 
RCIA is designed to teach the Catholic faith to those wishing to 
enter the Church. It is also one of the best ways for Catholics to 
learn the faith more deeply. Therefore, all those seeking to know 
Jesus and His Church are invited to attend RCIA. Currently  
available via Zoom teleconference. Email  
LJSmith78704@yahoo.com for free online access to meeting. 

FAITH FORMATION 

YOUNG ADULTS 
For updates and questions, contact smcya.org.  
___________________________________________________ 

Book Study: I Burned for  Your  Peace-Augustine's Confession 
Unpacked, by Catholic philosopher and author, Peter Kreeft,  
available from online book sellers such as Amazon. Mondays, 6:30
-8:00pm via free Skype teleconferencing. For  more information 
contact L.J. Smith at LJSmith78704@yahoo.com 

WE ASK FOR OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE’S  

INTERCESSION 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, 
 

Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas. 
 

We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
 

We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, 
 

as you did at the wedding in Cana. 
 

Pray for us, loving Mother, 
 

and gain for our nation and world, 
 

and for all our families and loved ones, 
 

the protection of your holy angels, 
 

that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 
 

For those already afflicted, 
 

we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and  
 

deliverance. 
 

Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and  
 

fearful, 
 

wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 
 

In this time of trial and testing,  
 

teach all of us in the Church to love one another and 
 

to be patient and kind. 
 

Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and 
 

 to our hearts. 
 

We come to you with confidence, 
 

knowing that you truly are our compassionate  
 

mother, 
 

health of the sick and cause of our joy. 
 

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 
 

keep us in the embrace of your arms, 
 

help us always to know the love of your Son,       
 

Jesus. 
 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Thank you for your donations to the Saint Mary Cathedral  
on-line Gala supporting our school. We deeply appreciate your 
generosity and support.  
 

Once all the donations are finalized, we will share the event  
report with you.  
 

Thank you again for supporting Cathedral School of Saint 
Mary!  
 

Robert LeGros, M.S.A. 
Principal 

mailto:cya@smcaustin.org
mailto:LJSmith78704@yahoo.com
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Sunday, August 2, 7:30am Low Mass and 3:30pm Sung 
Mass — Ninth Sunday after Pentecost. 
 

Sunday, August 9, 7:30am Low Mass and 3:30pm Sung 
Mass — Tenth Sunday after Pentecost. 
 

Latin Phrase of the Week: Gustate, et videte quoniam suavis 
est Dominus: beatus vir qui sperat in eo.  
Taste and see that the Lord is sweet: blessed is the man 
that hoped in him.  Psalm 33:9 
 

To receive news and updates about the TLM, visit our  
website: AustinLatinMass.org.  
Be social, “Like” us on Facebook: St. Joseph Latin Mass 
Society. 

TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 

READINGS FOR HOLY WEEK OF JULY 26: 
Sun .......... 1 Kgs 3:5,7-12/Ps 119:57,72,76-77,127-130/ 

 .............. Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 

Mon....... Jer 13:1-11/(Ps) Dt 32:18-21/Mt 13:31-35 

Tues ...... Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8-9,11,13/Mt 13:36-43 

Wed....... Jer 15:10,16-21/Ps 59:2-4,10-11,17-18/Jn 11:19-27 

Thurs .... Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-6b/Mt 13:47-53 

Fri ......... Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5,8-10,14/Mt 13:54-58 

Sat ......... Jer 26:11-16,24/Ps 69:15-16,30-31,33-34/Mt 14:1-12 

Sun ........ Is 55:1-3/Ps 145:8-9,15-18/Rom 8:35,37-39/Mt 14:13-21 

_________________________________________ 
 

OBSERVANCES FOR HOLY WEEK OF JULY 26: 
Sun ........ 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mon....... St. Martha 

Thurs .... St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

Fri ......... St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest 

Sat ......... St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

Sun ........ 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

______________________________________ 
 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
 

Inspiration for the week 
 

When a merchant finally finds a priceless, perfect pearl, he 
sells all he has and buys it. He does this because that pearl 
matters to him. It has significance and brings a depth of joy 
like none other. What matters and is of importance to you? 
When what matters to us has something to do with the         
kingdom of God, God is delighted. His exuberant happiness is 
hard to contain because He knows that we are happy           
stumbling upon this beautiful wisdom. Ask God to help you 
discover this pearl of great price. There are many things          
competing for our attention every day. But not all of these 
things are important. We focus too much energy on the              
unimportant, superficial stuff and neglect paying attention to 
the things that really make a difference and have the greatest 
impact. Things all too easily become more significant than 
people, and our agendas become more essential than God’s. 
We do not have to empty our bank accounts and totally detach 
from everything we have in order to serve God. But, we are 
asked to prioritize our lives and make what matters to God 
what matters most to us. In doing so, when we rise each day, 
we will be able to see what really needs our attention and  
embrace it with great joy! 
©LPi 

______________________________ 
 

Vivir La Liturgia 
Inspiración de la Semana 
 

Cuando un comerciante finalmente encuentra una perla 
invaluable y perfecta, vende todo lo que tiene y la compra. 
Hace esto porque esa perla le importa. Tiene significado y 
trae una profunda alegría como ninguna otra. ¿Qué es lo 
que vale y es importante para ti? Cuando lo que nos  
importa tiene algo que ver con el reino de Dios, Dios está 
encantado. Su exuberante felicidad es difícil de contener 
porque sabe que somos felices tropezando con esta  
hermosa sabiduría. Pídele a Dios que te ayude a descubrir 
esta perla de gran precio. Hay muchas cosas que compiten 
por nuestra atención todos los días. Pero no todas estas 
cosas son importantes. Centramos demasiada energía en 
las cosas superficiales sin importancia y descuidamos 
prestar atención a las cosas que realmente marcan la  
diferencia y tienen el mayor impacto. Las cosas se vuelven 
fácilmente más significativas que las personas, y nuestras 
agendas se vuelven más esenciales que las de Dios. No 
tenemos que vaciar nuestras cuentas bancarias y  
separarnos totalmente de todo lo que tenemos para servir 
a Dios. Pero, se nos pide que prioricemos nuestras vidas y 
hagamos de lo que le importa a Dios lo que más nos  
importa a nosotros también. Al hacerlo, cuando nos  
levantemos cada día, ¡podremos ver lo que realmente  
necesita nuestra atención y abrazarlo con gran alegría! 
©LPi 

http://austinlatinmass.org/
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La Corresponsabilidad Diaria 
¿Qué te está pidiendo Dios? 
¿Qué estás dispuesto a dar por el bien del reino de Dios?  
A menudo, comenzamos una discusión como esta con una 
historia o algunos pensamientos principales. Sin embargo, 
si queremos hablar en serio acerca de quiénes afirmamos 
ser como cristianos, no deberíamos andar con rodeos. La 
pregunta no solo es importante para cada uno de nosotros y 
nuestra relación con nuestro Dios, sino que también debe 
ser importante para la relación que cada uno de nosotros 
tiene con todo el Cuerpo de Cristo. Al igual que cualquier 
buen equipo o familia, necesito que me respaldes, y  
necesito respaldarte a ti también. Si uno de nosotros va a 
arriesgarlo todo y ponerse a la altura de nuestra fe,  
entonces todos tenemos que estarlo también. 
 

Si tan solo todos los cristianos del mundo sintieran lo  
mismo. En algunas partes del mundo, los cristianos aun 
siguen siendo martirizados por su fe. Otros deben adorar en 
secreto y evitar a la policía dirigida por el gobierno. Luego 
están aquellos que parecen dar por hecho su fe, y debido a 
que sus amigos o parroquia les piden poco, no dan nada. 
Es todo un contraste de situaciones. 
 

En este día, puede parecer que Dios nos pide poco a ti y a 
mi. ¿Es porque no nos piden nada o porque no estamos 
escuchando? Si tú cuentas conmigo y yo contigo, debemos 
resolver esto tarde o temprano. Por supuesto, sospecho que 
realmente sabemos la respuesta, ¿verdad? 
-Tracy Earl Welliver  ©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
What Is God Asking of You? 
What are you willing to give for the sake of the kingdom of 
God? Often, we begin a discussion like this with a story or a 
few leading thoughts. However, if we are to be serious about 
who we claim to be as Christians, there should be no beating 
around the bush. The question is not only important for each of 
us and our relationship with our God, but it should be  
important for the relationship each of us has with the entire 
Body of Christ. Like any good team or family, I need you to 
have my back, and I need to have yours. If one of us is going to 
lay it on the line and be all in for our faith, then we all need to 
be as well. 
 

If only all the Christians of the world felt the same way. In 
some parts of the world, Christians are still being martyred for 
their faith. Others must worship underground and avoid the 
government-led police. Then there are those who seem to take 
faith for granted, and because little is asked by their friends or 
parish, they give nothing. It is quite a contrast of situations.  
 

On this day, it may seem like little is being asked of you and I 
by God. Is that because we aren’t being asked or because we 
aren’t listening? If you are counting on me and I am on you, we 
should figure this out sooner than later. Of course, I suspect we 
actually do know the answer, don’t we? 
- Tracy Earl Welliver   ©LPi 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 

Catholic Life Explained: 

Lighting Candles in Church 

___________________________________________ 
 

Question: 

Why do Catholics light candles in church? 

___________________________________________ 
 

Answer: 

Candles have been part of the Church’s worship from the 
earliest times. In the days before electricity, candles and 
oil lamps were the ways that people lighted buildings. 
Even today, we often still depend on candles during  
power outages, relying on their flickering flames to bring 
light into the dark. 
 

Like our ancestors, we also light candles on special occa-
sions. Think about a festive family meal or a romantic 
dinner for two — there will often be candles on the table, 
special objects for a special event. We light candles on 
birthday cakes and carry them in processions. We also 
place candles at makeshift memorials that appear when 
there has been an accident or act of violence. 
 

In these moments, their light casts aside a different kind 
of darkness — the darkness of grief, fear, and death.  
 

The custom of the early Christians lighting candles and 
lamps at the tombs of the martyrs gave way to the  
practice of having candles at Mass, honoring the  
sacredness of the celebration.  
 

As Christians decorated their worship spaces with statues 
and icons, they would burn candles in front of sacred 
images and the relics of the saints, basically “shining a 
light” on what they held to be sacred. When pilgrims 
would visit these shrines, they would often bring candles 
to light before the image or relic. These candles came to 
be a symbol of the person, and their prayer and the  
burning these candles came to be understood as an  
extension and continuation of the prayer that was  
offered. What began as a practical way to provide light 
has come to be a symbol of the hopes, desires, loves, 
losses, fears, and faith of everyday Christians offering 
their prayers to God and his saints.  
 

©LPi 
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VOCATIONS DISCERNMENT 

“Because of our belief and hope in the Resurrection, we can face death not with 
fear, but with preparation…. We prepare for eternal life by choosing to love and 
follow God now, in our daily lives and decisions.” Read more at 
www.respectlife.org/end-of-life-considerations.  

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
“Catholic Considerations for Our Earthly Passing”  

 
“La fe y esperanza en la Resurrección nos permiten enfrentar la muerte prepara-
dos y sin temor…. Nos preparamos para la vida eterna amando y obedeciendo a 
Dios ahora y en las decisiones cotidianas”. Lea más en                           
es.respectlife.org/end-of-life-considerations.  

Secretariado de Actividades Pro-Vida de la USCCB 
“Consideraciones Católicas Para Nuestra Partida A La Otra Vida”  

RESPECT LIFE 

Pray for those from the Cathedral currently discerning vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life. 
 Sister Maria Paula (Amanda Fuentes), novice, Dominican Sisters of Mary,           

Mother of the Eucharist, Ann Arbor, MI 

 Philip Gaynor, St. Joseph Seminary College, St. Benedict, LA 

 Nathan Leonard, Our Lady of Clark Creek Abbey 

 Br. Augustine Marie Peter (Ryan Schultz), Canons Regular of St. Thomas              
Aquinas 

 Ladd Spears-Saint Mary of the Assumption, Taylor, TX 

Prayer for Vocations.  God our Father, we thank you for calling men and 

women to serve in your Son’s kingdom as priests, deacons, and consecrated             
persons. Send your Holy Spirit to help others to respond generously and  
courageously to your call. May our community of faith support vocations of  
sacrificial love in our youth and young adults. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Dios, nuestro Padre, te damos gracias por llamar a hombres y mujeres  para           
servir en el Reino del Hijo como sacerdotes, diáconos y personas consagradas. 
Envía tu Espíritu Santo para ayudar a otros a responder con generosidad y           
valentía a su llamada. Nuestra comunidad de fe puede apoyar las vocaciones de 
amor sacrificial en nuestros jóvenes y adultos. Por medio de nuestro Señor            
Jesucristo, que vive y reina contigo en la unidad del Espíritu Santo, un solo Dios, 
por los siglos de los siglos. Amén. 

https://www.respectlife.org/end-of-life-considerations
https://es.respectlife.org/end-of-life-considerations

