
 
Dates to Remember 
 
Friday, March 28 
Soup Supper-Sponsored by Fraternity –followed by Stations of the Cross at 
7:00pm 
5:30 St. Austin’s 

SUNDAY, APRIL 13-Palm Sunday 
Fraternity Meeting 3pm at St. Austin's-Note time change 

SUNDAY, April 20—EastrDaylight Savings Time 

SUNDAY, March 16 
OFS MEETING 
2:00—St. Austin’s 
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Dates to Remember 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2019, OFS 
FRATERNITY MEETING, 3PM ST. 
BRIDGET’S CHURCH  

OCTOBER 25-27– FRIENDS OF 
FRANCIS RETREAT-PRIOR LAKE 
FRANCISCAN RETREAT CENTER 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2019 
FRATERNITY COUNCIL MEETING 
6:15 PM JULIE’S 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2019 ST. 
ANTHONY OF PADUA  OFS FRATER-
NITY MEETING 3PM  ST. BRIDGET’S 
CHURCH-ST. FRANCIS ROOM 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2019 –
THANKSGIVING DAY 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2019 
OFS FRATERNITY COUNCIL MEET-
ING 6:15PM JULIE’S 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019 ST 
ANTHONY OF PADUA FRATERNITY 
MEETING/CHRISTMAS PARTY-3PM 
ST. BRIDGET’S.  (ALL FAMILY MEM-
BERS/FRIENDS INVITED) 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 
2019-CHRISTMAS DAY 

MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS 

October Column-Mona              
October Liturgy—Carol-Divine 
Office                                      
October Rule Presentation-Will    
October Ongoing– Kim -
Franciscan Poverty                              
October Treats– All                  

November Column-TBD         
November Liturgy—Mona      
November Rule Presentation– 
Kay                                           
November Ongoing-Maria/Barb 
November treats-All 

December– Christmas Party

 

  Fall Gathering—St. Bonaventure’s 2019 

  Those of us who were 
blessed to attend the Region-
al Fall Gathering at St Bona-
venture, we had a real treat of 
a day. The newly Ordained Fr 
Seraphim, of the Franciscan 
Brothers of Peace spoke to us 
of: “St Francis and His Love 
for the Eucharist.” Father 
brought up several thoughts 
to ponder on during his talk. 
Francis heard and followed 
the call of the Holy Spirit but 
Father asked the question: 
“What if Francis had not re-
sponded to the words of the 
Holy Spirit to go into the 
Church of San Damiano to 
pray; would we be here today 
as an Order?”  Francis heard 
the Body of Christ on the 
cross of San Damiano say “Francis, go rebuild my church which is in ruin.” Francis heard 
and acted upon the command and so are we called to do the same.  A thought that Fr 
Seraphim spoke stuck with me and that is Francis took the blocks that had fallen from 
the tumbled down church and laid them back on the existing foundation of the church; 
he did not scrap everything and start the project to build new, he built from the fallen and 
the seemingly ruined foundation. This is such a rich image of the church at any time in 
history. 

Father challenged us to be “Church” to those who do not know, understand, or seek 
Christ. Father had us call these people to mind and told us to remember them during the 
mass when the water is poured into the wine and the priest says these words: “By the 
mystery of this water and wine may we come to share in the divinity of Christ who hum-
bled himself to share in our humanity.” 

In the afternoon we broke into small groups to discuss how we are serving Christ in our 
day-to-day life as a Secular Franciscan and how the Eucharist sustains our Franciscan 
calling. It was so amazing to hear all of the ministries and wonderful things Secular Fran-
ciscans are doing around our Region. Father said, “to help inspire others, we should be 
sharing our ministries with others.”         Mona 

OFS Rule Chapter 2 - #9. The Virgin Mary, humble servant of the Lord, was open to His 
every word and call. She was embraced by Francis with indescribable love and declared 
the protectress and advocate of his family. The Secular Franciscans should express 
their ardent love for her by imitating her complete self-giving and by praying earnestly 
and confidently.  
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NEWS FROM BROWNS VALLEY— 
ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA FRATERNITY  

Upcoming Secular Mass Intentions  

             TREASURER’S REPORT 

General Fund Balance as of 8/31/19 584.12 

September Collection 125.00 

Stipend for Fr. Paul-Feast Day Mass -50.00 

Stipend for Christina-Feast Day Mass -25.00 

Stipend for Sr. Elise—September Speaker -50.00  

September 30 General Fund Balance 584.12 

Sunday 11/17  @ 9:30 OFS St. 
Elizabeth of Hungary 
Feast day –St. Bridget’s 

Sunday 12/15 OFS Mass @ 9:30 
St. Bridget’s Church 

Prayer for Friars God of all, You are the source of all 
hope to your children, and through the gift of your Son 
you have shown us how to call on You in our hour of 
need.  Hear our prayer this day.  Bring peace to your 
church and to Third Order Regular Franciscans.  Protect 
all our Franciscan communities and make whole any bro-
kenness that has been caused by sin and evil.  Keep the 
friars safe under your protection and grace, in their life of 
service with the Franciscan orders and your church 
throughout our communities of faith.   

We make this prayer in the name of your only Son Jesus, 
whom you gave to us as an example of victory over sin 
and death, now and forever, Amen. 

PRAYER REQUESTS               
· For the healing  and peace 

of Christ to the sick, suffer-
ing, and homebound or in 
Care Centers including   
LaRayne,  Rose,   and Mary 
Ann Witzman  and for their 
caregivers.  

· For Kay Larson who is un-
dergoing cancer treatment, 
for peace, strength and full 
and complete healing. 

· For Sharon Brisk for full 
healing from her shoulder 
surgery 

· For Kay Larson’s nephew 
Tyler for full healing. 

· For a complete healing for 
Kathy Bartz. 

· For Kathy Kubow’s sisters, 
Rosie and Carol, for heal-
ing & full recovery. 

· For Paul Daugherty 
(Kathy’s nephew) for con-
tinued healing from tongue 
cancer. 

· For Jacob and Cece 
Speranzella, children of St. 
John XXIII Fraternity mem-
bers for full and complete 
healing from their injuries 
and for God’s abundant 
strength to their parents 
during this difficult time. 

· For Maria Lucia as she 
works and prays toward 
her profession as and OFS. 

· For blessings on all who 
are in the Franciscan fami-
ly, and that God will 
strengthen their commit-
ment. 

· For our church and our 
individual parishes and 

parish families. 
· For marriages, families and 

the life they bring to the 
church, especially all ex-
pecting mothers, especially 
Jocelyn Fortuna and Angela 
Hamilton 

· For Joe and Sue Wolney 
and their family 

· For Maria and Bob Hamil-
ton as they recently cele-
brated 40 years of Mar-
riage. 

· For those who are alone 
and lonely may they know 
God’s love. 

· For a return to the church 
for those who have left our 
flock, most especially our 
family members. 

· For all unborn children, 
that they especially be pro-
tected from the legislation 
in states that allow for their 
killing up to the moment of 
birth, and for those prepar-
ing for/caring for our new-
borns. 

· For the continued success 
of Abria in their support for 
Life and for their banquet. 

· For the grace of God in the 
marriage of Steve and Bre 
Wolney 

· For your personal inten-
tions. 

I lift up my eyes to the hills.  From whence does my help come? 

My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  He will 
not let your foot be moved, he who keeps you will not slumber. 

Behold, He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  The 
Lord is your keeper, the Lord is your shade on your right hand. 

The sun shall not smite you by day, nor the moon by night. 

The Lord will keep you from all evil, he will keep your life. 

The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time 
forth and for evermore.   Psalm 121-October 20, 2019 Mass 

It has been awhile since I have put anything to paper 
about what we have been doing.  It has been busy out 
here in Browns Valley, MN.  We have our monthly meet-
ings at the nursing home following the 10:30 Mass.  One 
of the residents is a member of our fraternity.   
We decided to celebrate the Transitus at the Nursing 
Home.  All the residents were invited and it was well re-
ceived.  They asked us to do it again next year. 
We were part of the Public Rosary on October 12th at 
noon.  It was windy and snowing but we still were out in 
front of the C-Store.  Not many of us showed up but we 
still did it. 
That is all for now. 
Edith Foren, Minister 
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Peace and Good Things! 
 
Hard as it is to believe, another year has rolled by and so 
another October 4th.  Happy Feast Day! 
 
Our community at St. Bernardine’s will be celebrating the 
feast in a number of ways.  For the Transitus we will join 
the friars of our sister province in Loretto. PA.  On the 
fourth we will celebrate a festive Morning Prayer and 
Mass in our chapel.  We will be joined by a few of our own 
friars, as well as three Little Sisters of Jesus.  They are a 
French community who are dedicated to care for the poor 
and marginalized. They were founded by Charles deFou-
cauld.  On The next day, we will celebrate the Blessing of 
Animals in conjunction with The Friars’ Nook—the gift 
shop and religious goods store on our campus.  They will 
also be holding their annual rummage sale and autumn 
cookout.  It’s supposed to be sunny and pleasant—an 
ideal setting for the day’s events. 
 
This weekend also marks one year since I arrived here. It 
was difficult to leave Minnesota and parish life after so 
many years, but by the grace and goodness of God, I 
have settled in here and have found purpose and joy in 
serving the community in the Treasurer’s Office and, 
more importantly, by helping our older and disabled fri-
ars.    Just earlier this week, Fr. Terrence—who many of 
you will remember—joined our local community.  He is 
dealing with the onset of dementia and needs more help 
than the friars in the parish where he was living could 
provide.  While he is confused, he continues to be the 
gentle soul we all know and love. 
 
As I reflect on this past year and the Feast of St. Francis I am reminded of something a woman living with terminal cancer 
told me.  On one occasion when I visited with her, she reflected on her imminent death, looked at me and told me that it’s 
really not so bad.  She said she had come to understand that life is a series of letting go...sometimes in little ways, some-
times in big ways...and that when you realize God is holding you and supporting you, there is no need to be afraid.  It was 
especially profound coming from someone who was looking death squarely in the face. 
 
I see this “letting go” in the lives of once-vital and active friars who are now retired from active ministry...physically disa-
bled friars who have had to surrender their independence and allow others to do things for them that many of us take for 
granted...in the diminishment of our Province through death, illness, and those who have left us, in the life of Francis who, 
throughout his journey, let go of his own dreams for his life, his own vision for the community of brothers God gave him, 
and surrendered himself to the care of a God he had come to know as love.  These things have helped me find peace in 
my transition and in dealing with the unfairness of our legal system and the events of the last several years.  
 
I suspect there will be more “letting go” in the weeks and months and years to come...it’s inevitable.  And, having come to 
know the God Francis understood as love, the “letting go” becomes easier.  It is that love that lifts us up. 
 
Blessed Feast Day!  Let us pray for each other. 
 
Your Brother, 
 
Anthony, TOR  



Secular Franciscan Order 
St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity 
tntwolney@gmail.com  
c/o Tim & Tammy Wolney, OFS 
4418 Drew Avenue N. 
Robbinsdale, MN 55422-1553 

Mark your Calendar!    

October 25-27 is the Friends of Francis retreat in Prior Lake.  Register now to ensure your spot. You can register online by 
going to Franciscanretreats.net or calling the retreat center at 952-447-2182 

Reminder! 

We are going to continue to meet in the St. Francis room as long as we are not crowded.  Those who cannot do stairs should 
notify Julie, Tim or Mike and we will arrange to get you in through the garage, where you will have easy access to the room.   

Reminder! 

Christmas potluck and liturgy is coming soon...Sunday, December 15.  Please plan to attend and bring a dish and your family, 
friends and any potential future OFS members.  This is a good meeting to invite people to get to know our group. 

“It is the laity’s specific vocation and mission to express the Gospel in their lives, and thereby to insert the 
Gospel as a leaven into the reality of the world in which they live and work. 

The greatest forces which shape the world—politics, the mass media, science, technology, culture, educa-
tion, industry, and work—are precisely the areas where lay people are especially competent to exercise  
their mission.  If these forces are guided by people who are true disciples of Christ, and who are, at the 
same time, fully competent in the relevant secular knowledge and skill, then indeed will the world be trans-
formed from within by  Christ’s redeeming power.” 

        Pope John Paul II 

 

...More than that, I even consider everything as a loss because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord. 

For His sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I consider them so much rubbish, that I may gain 
Christ and be found in Him, not having any righteousness of my own based on the law but that which comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God depending on faith, to know him and the power of His 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by being conformed to His death, if somehow I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

Philippians 3 

 


