
 
Dates to Remember 
 
Friday, March 28 
Soup Supper-Sponsored by Fraternity –followed by Stations of the Cross at 
7:00pm 
5:30 St. Austin’s 

SUNDAY, APRIL 13-Palm Sunday 
Fraternity Meeting 3pm at St. Austin's-Note time change 

SUNDAY, April 20—EastrDaylight Savings Time 

SUNDAY, March 16 
OFS MEETING 
2:00—St. Austin’s 
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Dates to Remember 
SATURDAY , NOVEMBER 3 
10 AM SERVING BRUNCH 
COUNCIL MEETING  
Tammy’s house  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18 
3:00 PM OFS MEETING  
ST. AUSTINS 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1 
ADVENT REFLECTION 
BY SR. ELISE SAGGAU 
9:30—3:00 (SEE ARTICLE) 
LITTLE FALLS CONVENT 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2  
1:30 PM COUNCIL MEETING  
Tammy’s house  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8 
ADVENT REFLECTION BY 
WILL MOORE, SA & OFS 
1:30—3:30 FIRESIDE ROOM 
ST. AUSTIN’S 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 
3:00 PM OFS FRATERNITY 
MEETING—LITURGY AND 
CHRISTMAS POTLUCK  
ST. AUSTINS 

MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS 
November Column –  Diana 
November  Liturgy—Will 
Nov. Rule Presentation: Ben 
November Ongoing—Sr. Tresa 
Jose FCCR 
November Visitation—  Kathy 
November Treats—  Diana 

December Column – Kim 
December Liturgy– Mona  
Dec. Rule Presentation:  Barb 
December Visitation—  ??? 
December Potluck—All 

 

NOVEMBER COLUMN  
Submitted by Diana Arrell, OFS 
          
Lately, I have been thinking about St. Francis and how he lived out his 
Christian faith in radical and devoted ways, that project much more than 
the sweet monk figure catching birds in his hand as he stands in a bird-
bath.  Sometimes, when I am helping one of the women from Breaking 
Free, they are amazed to learn how being Franciscan affects how I live out 
my faith life.  They are only familiar with that statue in the birdbath, which 
reflects a nature loving man who is gentle, living close to nature.  Some 
people who are Catholic, and therefore more familiar with saint stories, will 
know Francis was a poet, a troubadour guy who had a party background 
and became a friar devoted to God. 

Even though I know Francis much more than they, I stray from remember-
ing Francis's call to rebuild the church and to live out my vows to follow 
Francis's footsteps as he followed Christ.  Oh, how our church needs us 
Franciscans to pay attention to live out these footsteps, and help our Lord 
Jesus rebuild His church!  Once again, our church needs the Franciscan 
radical evangelism, which in the way Francis taught us is often without 
words.  After all, Jesus gave the stamp of approval to Francis's footsteps by 
granting him the stigmata, so we can be assured that we are following the 
right steps to perfectly follow Jesus. 

In 2019, we are going to reflect on the theme of Francis beyond the bird-
bath for our ongoing activities, to refresh ourselves and limber up again to 
better make ourselves up to the challenge of Franciscan evangelism.  It is 
dear sweet evangelism Francis did but it was also radical and full of fire, 
though often without words.  Francis wanted people to see and experience 
Jesus in real ways.  That is the idea of him creating the natural manger 
scenes which sparked our present-day nativities.  Like Francis who wanted 
to continue in an ongoing way to get closer to Christ, we will try to use our 
ongoing reflection time to get closer to Christ and be more able to make 
him real to the world through our beloved church, of who Jesus is our head. 

Topic choices are:  Francis's approach to peacemaking or the formation 
book, To live as Francis Lived 
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On Nov. 4, 2018, Browns Valley, MN OFS had their monthly 
meeting.  We prayed for all the gentlemen that are in the 
Seminary.  We feel these men need our prayers.  We also 
prayed for the priests that serve us.  This is not a good time 
for them and they need all the help they can get.   
 
We are getting ready for our 'Come & See' which will be held 
on Nov. 11th.  Some of our SFO friends from the Cities are 
coming to assist us.  And we are so glad that they are.  Plan-
ning the food that we are going to have took up quite a bit of 
time in the meeting.  We have our priorities in order.  We are 
going to have a couple of flyers for handouts.  We do need to 
get some ideas on different ones. 
 
Will let you know how our Come & See went next month. 
Have a great Thanksgiving, 
(GLWK�)RUHQ��0LQLVWHU��6W��$QWKRQ\�RI�3DGXD�RI� 
%URZQV�9DOOH\��01  

NEWS FROM BROWNS VALLEY— 
ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA FRATERNITY  

Secular Mass Intentions  
for 2018 

              TREASURER’S REPORT  
9/16/18 General Fund Balance $   604.30 
Oct. Collection (+ some makeup checks) 416.00 
2019 Memorial Masses -84.00 
All Saints Day Candle -7.50 
Subtotal 928.80 
Memorial Fund Balance 11/16/18 +28.32 
Total Balance as of 11/16/18 957.12 

 
 

 

Sunday 12/16 @ 9:30 @ St. A 

Prayer for Friars God of all, You are the source of all 
hope to your children, and through the gift of your Son 
you have shown us how to call on You in our hour of 
need.   

Hear our prayer this day.  Bring peace to your church and 
to Third Order Regular Franciscans.  Protect all our Fran-
ciscan communities and make whole any brokenness 
that has been caused by sin and evil.  Keep the friars 
safe under your protection and grace, in their life of ser-
vice with the Franciscan orders and your church through-
out our communities of faith.   

We make this prayer in the name of your only Son Jesus, 
whom you gave to us as an example of victory over sin 
and death, now and forever, Amen. 

PRAYER REQUESTS               

· For all fraternities and newly 
forming fraternities, that the 
Holy Spirit will guide and 
bless their desire to grow 
and share our Franciscan 
charism most especially our 
sister fraternity in Browns 
Valley. 

· For the healing of the sick 
and suffering including  
Virginia, Herman, Barb, 
Kathy’s sister, Rosie; Jane’s 
sister, LaRayne, Rose,  
Carol, Mary Ann Witzman 
Joe Wolney and for their 
caregivers and for Dennis 
who has a long rehab and 
permanent care for his wife 
Eileen. 

· For Bernie Bottema and Pat 
Bennett of BV. 

· For our 2019 Formation 
and Spiritual Assistants 
Training Programs 

· For Alicia Hamilton as she 
is received for confirmation 
today and continues her 
spiritual journey.   

· For our men and women 
who are away serving our 
country especially through 
the holiday season. 

· For the future of St. 
Bridget’s Parish. 

· For our Franciscan leaders. 
· For the Holy Spirit to work 

through us as we prepare 

and have our election. 
· For our church and our indi-

vidual parishes and parish 
families. 

· For a peaceful world and an 
end to violence 

· For all pregnant women 
and for the sanctity of life 
including the unborn the ill 
and the aging. Especially 
for the new babies coming 
in the Wolney family— 

· For troubled marriages and  
strengthening of families in 
our world filled with turmoil. 

· For those who struggle with 
depression, PTSD or mental 
health issues may they find 
the help and a way to heal. 

· For those who are alone and 
lonely may they know God’s 
love. 

· For new members to the 
Franciscan orders. 

· For your personal intentions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6DYH�WKH�'DWH���6DWXUGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�
'HFHPEHU����)HDVW�RI�WKH�,PPDFX�
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Secular Mass Intentions  
for 2019 and Meeting Dates 
are provided separate from 

the newsletter 



       UPCOMING EVENTS:  
¨ Advent Reflections: 
¨ ���$OO�'D\�'HFHPEHU����/LWWOH�)DOOV���6FKHGXOH�
RQ�WDEOH���:LOO�LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�EH�D�GULYHU���,I�\RX�ZLVK�WR�
ULGH�ZLWK�KLP��OHW�KLPH�NQRZ� 
¨ ���6DWXUGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�'HFHPEHU���7KHPH������������������������

  )UDQFLVFDQ�&RQWHPSODWLRQ��OHG�E\�������������   
  ��:LOO�0RRUH��2)6�DW�6W��$XVWLQ¶V�LQ�WKH�    
  ��)LUHVLGH�5RRP��IURP�����—���� 

¨ Men’s Retreat @ Prior Lake Retreat House December 14-16   
Towards a Spirituality of Joy: Love More—Laugh More-Be Not 
Afraid 

¨ Elections—April of 2019.  Speak to Julie, Sharon or Tim who are 
on the Nominating Committee if you would like to run for an of-
fice; or make a suggestion about someone serving in an elected 
position.  Think too about how you can serve our fraternity going 
forward.  If you are asked to consider running for a position, 

NOVEMBER COLUMN (cont.) 

Topic choices are:  Francis's approach to peacemaking or the formation book, To live as Francis Lived 

       Holy obedience to God and the church 

       Franciscan Poverty 

       Francis's relationship to his earthly father 

       Francis and the lepers and his care giving 

       Francis's interpretation and way of implementing the scriptures  
(with Diana as I would like a partner to carry out the topic above in case I am sick) 

       3 other topics have been chosen 

One thing about Francis is that he allowed God to completely use his "lil 'ol self" and totally obeyed 
God's call.  Let's follow Francis in this holy obedience.  I am asking all of us to give over our "lil 'ol self" 
to volunteer for one of the month’s ongoing activity or presentation.  It does not have to be a college 
thesis or a master of ed teacher activity.  Just bring your personal Franciscan charism to the table to 
share in simplicity as Francis would have.  We have literature available and any of us on the commit-
tee to help.  Will, Sue, Carol and I are on the Ongoing Formation Committee).  Choose a topic or at 
least help another person, and explore it so that you can share with us how to apply that Franciscan 
way of following Jesus can apply to our lives today, as we continue to rebuild Christ's church according 
to our vows. 

—————————————————————————————— 

I would also ask for prayers for Jenny and Destiny (who is now 12) as Jenny heads back to court in De-
cember.  It is likely past the point where the court would send Destiny back to her foster mother, but 
Destiny is going through a lot of change and has to deal with emotional issues and could use prayers 
regarding Destiny adjusting to new environments, Jenny finding a good choice for Destiny’s schooling 
and other services needed.   

ALL ARE WELCOME 

Please invite your family and/or a friend(s) to 
attend our annual Christmas liturgy and potluck 
on Sunday, December 16th at 3:00.  Refresh-
ments will be provided.  Please bring a food 
item to share. 

TIME CHANGE:  Note that the decision has been made to keep our meetings at 
3:00 pm during the winter months this year for several reasons.  If you are in 
need of a ride because of not wanting or being able to drive after dark, please 
let someone on Council know, and arrangements to pick you up for the meeting 



Prologue 
Exhortation of Saint Francis to the  
Brothers and Sisters in Penance 

In the name of the Lord! 
 

Chapter 2 
Concerning Those Who Do  

Not Do Penance 

But all those men and women who are not doing pen-
ance and do not receive the Body and Blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and live in vices and sin and yield to evil 
concupiscence and to the wicked desires of the flesh, 
and do not observe what they have promised to the Lord, 
and are slaves to the world, in their bodies, by carnal 
desires and the anxieties and cares of this life (cf. Jn 
8:41). 

These are blind, because they do not see the true light, 
our Lord Jesus Christ; they do not have spiritual wisdom 
because they do not have the Son of God who is the true 
wisdom of the Father. Concerning them, it is said, “Their 
skill was swallowed up” (Ps 107:27) and “cursed are 
those who turn away from your commands” (Ps 119:21). 
They see and acknowledge; they know and do bad things 
and knowingly destroy their own souls. 

See, you who are blind, deceived by your enemies, the 
world, the flesh and the devil, for it is pleasant to the 
body to commit sin and it is bitter to make it serve God 
because all vices and sins come out and “proceed from 
the heart of man” as the Lord says in the gospel (cf. Mt 
7:21). And you have nothing in this world and in the next, 
and you thought you would possess the vanities of this 
world for a long time. 

But you have been deceived, for the day and the hour 
will come to which you give no thought and which you do 
not know and of which you are ignorant. The body grows 
infirm, death approaches, and so it dies a bitter death, 
and no matter where or when or how man dies, in the 
guilt of sin, without penance or satisfaction, though he 
can make satisfaction but does not do it. 

The devil snatches the soul from his body with such an-
guish and tribulation that no one can know it except he 
who endures it, and all the talents and power and 
“knowledge and wisdom” (2 Chr 1:17) which they 
thought they had will be taken away from them (cf. Lk 
8:18; Mk 4:25), and they leave their goods to relatives 
and friends who take and divide them and say after-
wards, “Cursed be his soul because he could have given 
us more; he could have acquired more than he did.” The 
worms eat up the body and so they have lost body and 
soul during this short earthly life and will go into the in-
ferno where they will suffer torture without end. 

All those into whose hands this letter shall have come 
we ask in the charity that is God (cf. 1 Jn 4:17) to accept 
kindly and with divine love the fragrant words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ quoted above. And let those who do not 
know how to read have them read to them. 

And may they keep them in their mind and carry them 
out, in a holy manner to the end, because they are “spirit 
and life” (Jn 6:64). 

And those who will not do this will have to render “an 
account on the day of judgment” (cf. Mt 12:36) before 
the tribunal of our Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Rom 14:10). 

 NOVEMBER GOSPEL SHARING:  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH  
The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe| 
JN 18:33B-37 

 
Pilate said to Jesus, 
"Are you the King of the Jews?"  
Jesus answered, "Do you say this on your own 
or have others told you about me?"  
Pilate answered, "I am not a Jew, am I?  
Your own nation and the chief priests handed you over to me.  
What have you done?"  
Jesus answered, "My kingdom does not belong to this world. 

If my kingdom did belong to this world, 
my attendants would be fighting 
to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.  
But as it is, my kingdom is not here."  
So Pilate said to him, "Then you are a king?"  
Jesus answered, "You say I am a king.  
For this I was born and for this I came into the world, 
to testify to the truth.  
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice." 



Secular Franciscan Order 
St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity 
tntwolney@gmail.com  
c/o Tammy Wolney, OFS 
4418 Drew Avenue N. 
Robbinsdale, MN 55422-1553 

Heavenly Father, during Advent, may we remember the great-
est gift ever given: Your only Son, Jesus Christ. Fill our hearts 
with joy day by day as we think of our Savior putting aside His 

heavenly glory and coming among us.  
 

As a newborn, only a stable roof sheltered Him and ordinary, 
impoverished parents cared for Him. Your angels couldn’t con-
tain themselves, but broke into the quiet night-watch of a group 

of humble shepherds. The heavenly messengers proclaimed 
the glorious news of the Savior who would pay the price for our 
sins, the sign of Your goodwill to all men, and Your desire for 

peace on earth.  
 

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, grow our understanding 
and wonder of His birth. By Christmas day, may our hearts over-
flow with rejoicing and thanksgiving. Let our gratitude overflow 
to each person we meet by demonstrating the peace and good-
will in our hearts -- not just at this joyful season but all the year 

round.  
 

Thank you for sending Your only son to earth for a specific pur-
pose – to provide eternal life to all who accept Him.   

Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a wonder at 
the wisdom and power of Your Father and ours. Re-
ceive my prayeras part of my service of the Lord who 

enlists me in God's own work for justice.  
 

Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a hunger for 
peace: peace in the world, peace in my home, peace 

in myself.  
 

Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a joy respon-
sive to the Father's joy. I seek His will so I can serve 

with gladness, singing and love.  
 

Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me the joy and 
love and peace it is right to bring to the manger of my 

Lord. Raise in me, too, sober reverence for 
the God who acted there, hearty gratitude for 

the life begun there, and spirited resolution to serve 
the Father and Son.  

 
I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, whose advent I hail. 

Amen. . 



APRIL 28, 2019 ELECTION INFORMATION: 
THE OFFICES OF THE LOCAL OFS FRATERNITY 
(see General Constitutions 2000, Article 50-52) 
 
The minister has the following duties: 
a. to call, to preside at, and to direct the meetings 
of the fraternity and council; to convoke, every three 
years, the elective chapter of the fraternity, having 
heard the council on the formalities of the convoca-
tion; 
b. to prepare the annual report to be sent to the 
council of the higher level after it has been ap-
proved by the council of the fraternity; 
c. to represent the fraternity in all its relations with 
ecclesiastical and civil authorities. When the frater-
nity acquires a juridical personality in the civil order, 
the minister becomes, when possible, its legal rep-
resentative; 
d. to request, with the consent of the council, the 
pastoral and fraternal visits, at least once every 
three years. 
 
The vice-minister has the following duties: 
a. to collaborate in a fraternal spirit and to support 
the minister in carrying out his or her specific du-
ties; 
b. to exercise the functions entrusted by the council 
and/or by the assembly or chapter; 
c. to take the place of the minister in both duties 
and responsibilities in case of absence or tempo-
rary impediment; 
d. to assume the functions of the minister when the 
office remains vacant. 
 
The secretary has the following duties: 
a. to compile the official acts of the fraternity and of 
the council and to assure that they are sent to their 
respective proper recipients; 
b. to see to the updating and preservation of the 
records and the registers, noting admissions, pro-
fessions, deaths, withdrawals, and transfers from 
the fraternity; 
c. to provide for the communication of the more im-
portant facts to the various levels and, if appropri-
ate, to provide for their dissemination through the 
mass media. 
 
The treasurer has the following duties: 
a. to guard diligently the contributions received, re-
cording each receipt in the appropriate register, 
with the date on which it was given, the name of the 

contributor, or the one from whom it was collected; 
b. to record in the same register the items of ex-
pense, specifying the date and the purpose, in con-
formity with the directions of the fraternity council. 
c. to send all financial information to the Regional 
Secretary in due time to have an audit performed. 
 
The formation director has the following duties: 
a. to co-ordinate, with the help of the other mem-
bers of the council, the formative activities of the 
fraternity; 
b. to instruct and enliven the inquirers during the 
time of initiation, the candidates during the period 
of initiation formation, and the newly professed; 
c. to inform the council of the fraternity prior to pro-
fession, concerning the suitability of the candidate 
for a commitment to live according to the Rule. 
 
To be considered for an office, the Secular 
Franciscan should be: willing to learn their du-
ties; be present at the fraternity meetings and the 
council meetings; be able to work with the council 
as a team to animate the fraternity. 
 
Pray and discern your servant leadership: 
“Their service, which lasts for a definite period, is 
marked by a ready and willing spirit and is a duty of 
responsibility to each member and to the communi-
ty.” OFS Rule, Article 21. 

 
Election 

of Council Offices 
of the 

St. Anthony of Padua (Minneapolis), 
OFS fraternity 
April 28, 2019 

We must have a quorum for the election, so this 
meeting is mandatory for all Professed. 
The Queen of Peace Regional Council is sending a 
Presider of Elections and ___________ will witness 
our elections. 
 
The Nominating Committee was formed at our Octo-
ber meeting and you may contact:  Sharon Brisk, 
Julie Schleisman, or Tim Wolney with your sugges-
tions for candidates for our ballot. 


