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REFLECTIONS FROM OUR FRATERNITY MINISTER 

This past month has been a time of transition for Deacon John with moving to a 

new home, selling the previous home and working as a Deacon. He asked that we 

accept his best wishes for a prayerful Advent and a Blessed Christmas. He will 

share his reflections with us again in January. 

 

Peace, 

Deacon John DeStazio 

****************************************************************** 

 REFLECTIONS FROM OUR SPIRITUAL ASSISTANT 

 

The Sisters at Assisi Heights (and me!) are grateful to have the Liturgy three times 

a week in our Lourdes Chapel. We have a talented liturgist whose choice of music 

always lifts my spirits. Unfortunately, we are not open to the public. It was 

extremely sad to have funerals for Sisters who died this year not permitting their 

and relatives and friends to come to the funeral. Some came and met us at the 

cemetery for the burial. 

 

On August 12, my novitiate classmates and I attended Mass together and 

enjoyed a delicious catered meal in a small dining room to commemorate 

our 60 years of professed life. On Thanksgiving Day, I joined the Sisters at 

11:00 Mass, a delicious turkey dinner at decorated tables in the dining room, 

and then an afternoon of card playing. My bridge partner and I did quite well! 

 

 

 



This coming year will bring many changes. We will have a delegate assembly 

April 29 – May 7 that will include elections for the next leadership team. My 

term of office will conclude July 3. I am hoping that the current renovation 

project and installation of air-conditioning in our administration corridor will 

be finished by that time. If any of you ever tried renovating your home while living 

in it, you can empathize with me! 

 

My Love and prayers reach out to all of you, always! 

 

Sister Ramona Miller, OSF 

 

 

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR FORMATION MINISTER 

 

I was very moved by the address given by Pope Francis to the General Chapter 

of the Franciscan Order – thank you so much Deacon John for passing that along. 

In case you didn’t get to read it, here is the link to the address: 

 

I would like to key in on one passage that I think is at the core of who we are: 

 

 You are men and women committed to living in the world according to the 

Franciscan charism. A charism that consists essentially in observing the holy 

Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. The vocation of the Secular Franciscan is to live 

the Gospel in the world in the style of the Poverello, sine glossar; to take the 

Gospel as the “form and rule” of life. I urge you to embrace the Gospel as you  

embrace Jesus. Let the Gospel, that is, Jesus Himself, shape your life. In this way 

you will take on poverty, minority and simplicity as your distinguishing marks 

before all. 

 

We are called to let the Gospel be our daily bread, just as Jesus himself is the 

Bread of Life. The Gospel, then, is the Word of Life which helps us to live out our 

Franciscan charism and whose fruit will be the personal qualities of Francis: 

poverty, minority, and simplicity. 

 



I am also thinking of this call to live and to love the Gospel as a call for an Advent 

awakening. As we start the new Church Year (Year C- Happy New Year)! We can 

also consider some resolutions that will help us follow the Gospel more closely 

and get ourselves out of the way. May our Lord Jesus Christ, faithful Shepherd 

and King, help us to serve Him with our whole hearts. 

 

Larry Price 

 

 

Profession Anniversaries 

*There are no Profession Anniversaries to celebrate this month.* 

 

December Birthdays 

December 11 -  Julia Pearson 

December 17  - Deacon John DeStazio 

December 21 - Sister Ramona Miller 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

December 11 – Creche Service in the O’Day Room at Church of St. John 10 AM – 

12 noon 

December 25 – Christmas Day 

January 8, 2022 – Regular Franciscan Meeting 10 AM – 12 Noon in O’Day Room 

**I will send out a reminder email before the next meeting of what is to be read 

in the book Live Like Francis as well as what Rule we will be discussing.** 

 

 

Fair Share 

• Just a friendly reminder that our Fair Share Payment for all members of the 

Fraternity is $55 per person and is due in January. Please submit your 

money by cash or check to Deana, our treasurer, as soon as possible. 

Thank you. 

 

 



A “BLESSED” from the Franciscan Calendar 

 

Blessed Hugolinus Magalotti  (Hermit & Friar Minor tertiary) – feast day Dec. 11 

 

Born at Camerino, Italy 

Died: December 11, 1373 of natural causes 

Beatified: December 4, 1856 by Pope Pius IX  

 

He was born into a noble family and raised by his father; who saw that his 

education was thorough. He began by studying science, but preferred reading 

spiritual books. 

He taught others how to follow God by the example of his lifestyle rather than 

by preaching. When his father died, he sold all of his riches, gave the profits to the 

poor, and withdrew to a hermitage. Prayer and meditation were his mainstay 

along with fasting and mortification. When temptation came upon him, he 

appealed to the Immaculate Mother of God. 

Toward the end of his life, God gave him the ability to miraculously heal many sick 

people and offer consolation to the faithful people of God. 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


