
  

 

November 2021 
  

Minister’s Message 
Brothers and Sisters, 

It enjoyed seeing you all at the October Gathering.  I am glad that everyone is making the effort 

AND making decisions that ensure your own safety and comfort.  We will continue to make the 

online option available but please physically attend if you can. I apologize if the online delivery 

is not always the smoothest but... it is the best we can do with what we have. 

The Fall Gathering in Marshalltown was a smaller-that-usually group; St. Mary's had good 

representation...6 members. The workshop topic was UNITY. References were made to the little 

red Rule Book...I appreciated that since it has been awhile since I was in initial formation or 

since I reviewed it.  When was the last time you read passages from our Rule? 

 

See you in Greene, November 7th at noon. 

 

                            Pax   ~ Brenda 

  

 

 

St. Mary’s Fraternity  

Sunday, October 3, 2021 

St. Mary’s Church, 105 N Main St, Greene IA 

Agenda 

October GATHERING 

12:00   Gather / Social / Welcome Visitors 



 

• Masks 

• Bring your own food and beverage 

• Petitions 

12:30   Opening Prayer 

            Gospel to Life  

• Prayer to the Holy Spirit - Julie 

• First Reading - Katherine  

• Gospel Reading – Katie 

• Lead Discussion – Maria 

• Break 

• Ongoing Formation Ch. 7 

• Necessary Business 

o Treasurer's Report 

▪ Common Fund Prayer  

• Memorial Service 

• Prayer for the Sick  

• Memorare  

• Closing Prayer 

• Final Blessing 

Remember: 

• Pray for your secret-prayer-partner and plan on revealing your identity at the meeting.     

• Join us for the Crown Rosary on Wed. evenings at 8:00 PM 

on ZOOM... https://tinyurl.com/CFFranciscan...Password: 1234 

 

Calendar of Events 

Nov. 8 - Happy Birthday Barb Sanders 

Nov. 19 - Happy Birthday Brenda Schmitt 

Nov. 11 - Happy Profession Anniversary Dolores Marzen 

Nov. 11 - Happy Profession Anniversary Katie Williams 

https://tinyurl.com/CFFranciscan


 

Nov. 22 - Happy Profession Anniversary Brenda Schmitt 

Nov. 22 - Happy Profession Anniversary Penny Gossman 

   

Check out the Franciscan Feast Days for September at https://www.roman-catholic-

saints.com/november-franciscan-calendar.html  

 

OFS SPOTLIGHT 
I was raised on a farm in central Illinois.  My maiden name was Maria Marcotte.  I was the eldest of seven 

children.  One sister and 5 brothers.  My parents raised us all well in our Catholic faith. I was highly involved 

in 4H.  I went to all Catholic schools and to the College of St. Francis in Joliet, Illinois. All together 16 years 

of Catholic education.  My degree was in Social Work.  I began working in a nursing home and  later for two 

large state facilities in the area as a Social Worker for the Department of Mental Health in Illinois.  Now 

called the Department of Human Services. I had married a farmer at St. Patrick's church in Momence and 

we lived nearby where I grew up.  We had two children, Adam and Brett Love.  I divorced when they were 

young and went back to work at Manteno Mental Health facility and Shapiro Developmental Center in 

Kankakee, IL.  I met James ( Jim) Rodgers there as he was employed as a psychologist.  We married at St. 

Patrick’s in Momence.  We moved to Mt Pleasant, IA where Jim taught at Iowa Wesleyan college and I worked at the HCC 

facility as a Social Worker in Mt. Pleasant and later at BMC as a Social Worker at the hospital in Burlington. We belonged to St. 

Alphonsus Church and I helped as a CCD teacher and later sponsored a person into the Catholic faith.  About four years later 

we moved to Defiance, OH where Jim taught at Defiance college. It was at this time our son, Joshua was born and I stayed at 

home with all three sons.  I did volunteer at the church and became more active in my faith.  I helped with church festivals, and 

Catholic summer school with the children.  I went with my mother and a large group of tourists with the late Fr. Peter Mary 

Rookey, well known as a healing priest that went to Medjugorje almost every year.  We went during the war and Fr. Rookey was 

our help to get through the borders.   I do recall when I got back from Medjugorje that I was introduced to a family that invited us 

to their weekly Marian prayer cenacle with other families in which we did until we moved back to Iowa.  Some of them were Third 

Order Carmelites.  I have prayed with several of them almost daily since the COVID arrived.  I also began with communion 

weekly for the elderly in their homes and at a nearby nursing facility.  I belonged to Our Lady of Loreto prayer group and went 

several times to St. John Paul II family center in Bloomington, OH. I made my St. Louis de Montfort consecration twice with other 

people in the  church and one of those times in the evening with an entire church of members who were blessed.  I went with my 

family to take our mother home to see our family in Ireland and England.  We took a trip by train to the Shrine in Knock, Ireland. 

After 8 years in Ohio we returned to Iowa.  This time to public education for both of us.  Jim teaches at HCC and myself at 

Waterloo Community schools.  I was a Special Need Paraeducator for twenty years, teaching with all the different grade levels in 

different schools.  I continued to volunteer at our church, Immaculate conception in Gilbertville where we lived.  Josh began 1st 

grade at St. Joe’s and later to Immaculate Conception and Don Bosco high school.  I got involved with other members of IC in 

the Befriender ministry, implemented by Tom Schoellen.  We went at least a year for weekly classes.  I continued bringing 

communion to the sick.  I was on the Liturgy committee until recently. We are also members of Queen of Peace in Waterloo 

where my husband is a lector and Eucharist minister. Jim is a convert to the Catholic faith. It was at this time my mother invited 

me to her St. Clare Fraternity in Kankakee, IL.  I went home in the summers so I went to a Franciscan retreat with my mother in 

Chicago and to several of her monthly gatherings.  I had a call to the SFO and was invited to St. Mary Fraternity at Queen of 

Peace Parish in Waterloo.  I was professed at Martyrs retreat house in Cedar falls on September 30, 2007.  I served right after 

my profession as treasurer, secretary, and at present vice-minister. I  continued with communion to my son, Brett, and other 

https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/june-franciscan-calendar.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/june-franciscan-calendar.html


 

residents at Harmony House Care Center, Waterloo.  We now live outside of Waterloo. My husband, Jim, and myself help Trinity 

Episcopal with the Catholic Worker House preparing a meal monthly and serving the food at the Catholic Worker House. Jim and 

I pray daily together.  Our St. Mary’s Fraternity pray weekly the Crown Rosary on zoom  and I continue to pray almost daily with 

my friends in Ohio.  Since I retired I am able to attend daily Mass several times a week in Waterloo and Gilbertville. 

 

On-Going Formation 

Forwarded from Mona Wolney - Formation Friday 

“Identity as a person is impossible to define definitively because each one that God creates is 

unique and unrepeatable. God calls us by name, and one of the sweetest sounds to anyone’s 

ears is the sound of their name.” 

  

Faith, values, passions, what we do, whom we are related to, our associations and many other 

things make up our identity. Here are some questions Anne offers us about identity in general. 

We can ask ourselves: 

·        “Who am I?” God has a purpose for us. 

·        “Who are we?” Church—we use our individual gifts for the good of all. 

·        “What is my purpose?” We are to proclaim that Christ is present among us through our 

behavior and our words. 

·        “To whom do I belong?” We belong to God; we belong to the Franciscan family; we 

belong to those we love and those we serve. 

 

As Catholic Christians—through Baptism: 

·        We are members of the community of believers 

·        We have the responsibility to listen to and implement the word of God 

·        We receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

·        We receive the fruits of the Holy Spirit 

·        We go forth as witnesses and instruments of the Church’s mission. 

·        We offer ourselves and our activities to God as a spiritual sacrifice.   

·        We are invited to prophetic service 

·        We accept the word of God 

·        We are faithful in living the Gospel 

·        We bear witness to the world to God’s way of achieving peace, joy, love and justice. 

·        We are given a place in the Kingdom of God and its mission 

  



 

Within our personal identity as Catholic Christians we will find the makings of a Secular 

Franciscan. 

 

Spiritual Assistant 

My dear Brothers and Sisters, 

  

Yesterday was the 2021All-Iowa Retreat in Marshalltown.  As the majority of you were unable to 

attend, I’d like to share with you highlights from the wonderful presentation of our speaker 

Tammy Keiter, a professed member from The Companions of St. Francis in Des 

Moines.  Tammy named her presentation “Journey Together with Love and Compassion” which 

was a lesson on Franciscan Unity in Fostering Fellowship.  She began with us a poetic reading 

from John 17 which is referenced in St. Francis’s Earlier Exhortation to the Brothers and Sisters 

of Penance. 

 

Tammy used three words to get her point across:  YOUnity, CommUnity and Fraternity.  The 

three words are related in such a way as I’d never really given much thought.  Tammy reminded 

us that we are called to be instruments of unity and asked us how we and our fraternity can carry 

that out.  We came up with quite a list (many of which already we do), for instance:  Gatherings 

on Zoom; Monthly prayer partners; Identifying roles on the monthly agenda so as to allow input 

from all members, Sending notes to shut-ins, etc. 

      

Tammy asked if we are interacting and dialoguing as a Franciscan family.  If we are, how are we 

doing it?  Some of the ways the group came up with were (1) Talk the same Franciscan 

language.  There are certain words known only to Franciscans and, if we have members in 

formation or even visitors, we need to be careful and explain when necessary so as not to be 

talking “Greek” (so to speak); (2) Listen first and seek to understand before responding; (3) Ask 

more questions to better understand or clarify; (4) Meet others in Franciscan family and interact 

with them . . . like the All-Iowa Retreat. 

      

We concentrated on RULE 13 and the relationship qualities within that rule that will help us build 

our fraternity: (1) A Gentle Spirit, (2) A Courteous Spirit, (3) Accept people as a gift, (4) Accept 

people as an image of Christ, (5) Place ourselves on an equal basis with people and (6) 

Recognize people’s worth. 

      



 

Tammy’s presentation ended with a Prayer for Franciscan Unity: “O gracious and loving Creator, 

having brought us into the Body of Christ and called us to follow Francis and Clare; let your Holy 

Spirit inspire all in the Franciscan Family to be of one heart and mind in love with you and one 

another.  Grant, we pray, that our common charism and vocation shared by Franciscan Orders 

from every tradition may help build up the Body of Christ and heal the Franciscan Family, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

      

It was an enjoyable day and I was really glad the retreat had not been cancelled due to low 

numbers of registrants or Covid.  

  

Peace and all good, 

Melody Taninies, OFS 

Spiritual Assistant 
  

 


