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REFLECTIONS FROM OUR FRATERNITY MINISTER 

Sisters and Brothers, 

Advent is now upon us once again. According to Wikipedia, “Advent is a season of 

the liturgical year observed in most Christian denominations as a time of 

expectant waiting and preparation for both the celebration of the Nativity of 

Christ at Christmas at Christmas and the return of Christ at the Second Coming.” 

 

The question that I am often asked during this time is: “Are you ready for 

Christmas?” Each time I think to myself if they are asking if I have done my 

Christmas gift shopping or if I am prepared Spiritually for the birth of our Savior.  

 

St. Francis love the Christmas season and as we know, created the “Creche” to 

help others come to understand the true meaning of Christmas. If you have ever 

witnessed a live nativity scene you will know and feel the greatness, the 

awesomeness the shepherds must have felt. 

 

But what about Joseph, Mary’s spouse? I can only imagine what must have been 

going through his mind and heart. Here is the Son of God lying in a makeshift crib, 

wrapped in swaddling clothes and Joseph has been entrusted with raising Him. 

Wow!  What faith, what trust, Joseph must have had in the Angel’s word to him, 

that he might be worthy. 

As we approach Advent this year let us take time to pause and reflect on what 

this little child has done for us and how putting our trust and faith in Him, we too 

can live the grace we have been given through our rebirth in baptism. 

Jesus is the Reason for the Season! 

Peace, Joy and love, Deacon John 



REFLECTIONS FROM OUR SPIRITUAL ASSISTANT 

 

 As I write this I am anticipating the feast on November 9 of the Dedication 

of the Basilica of St. John Lateran. Why is such a feast included on the liturgical 

calendar? It relates to the full liberty granted to Christians by Constantine in 

313.  Constantine himself constructed the magnificent basilica on the grounds of 

a palace of the Lateran family. Constantine provided a residence adjacent to the 

basilica for Pope Sylvester and thus began the governance center of Catholicism 

where the pope lived until the 14th century. However, the Scriptures for the feast 

focus on the dwelling place of God. Where does God dwell? Not in the bricks and 

mortar of the building, but in the faithful. 

 

Saint Paul in the letter to the Corinthians tells us that we are the temple, the 

dwelling place of God. God’s Spirit dwells in us, the people of God. When we 

assemble for worship, it is all of us that comprise the dwelling for God. It is not 

the bricks and mortar that make the dwelling for God, but the hearts of the  

faithful. And the foundation of this dwelling is Jesus Christ. In another epistle to 

the Ephesians, Paul wrote: “with Christ Jesus the whole structure is held together 

and grows into a temple sacred in the Lord; in him you also are being built 

together into a dwelling place of God in the spirit.” 

 

Saint Francis understood this truth. In his early exhortation to the mean and 

women of penance, the writing that is the prologue to our Third Order Rule, he 

says: “Oh how happy and blessed are these men and women as they do such 

things and persevere in doing them, because the Spirit of the Lord will rest upon 

them and make its home and dwelling place among them…”  

 

- Sister Ramona Miller, OSF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REFLECTIONS FROM OUR FORMATION MINISTER 

 
During this time of year, we turn our hearts and minds towards what we were thankful 
for. After Saint Francis died, people were very thankful for him. At his canonization 
ceremony, the bishops and cardinals were weeping as they recalled his life. 
 
Here is the recounting of the canonization ceremony of St. Francis by Pope Gregory as 
told by Thomas of Celano: 

And there rises the cry of many peoples praising God; 
The earth echoes, the booming sound, 

The air is filled with jubilation, 
And the ground is soaked with tears. 

They sing new songs, 
And the servants of God rejoice 

in the melody of the Spirit. 
 Sweet sounding instruments are playing 
 as hymns are sung with musical voices. 
 A very sweet fragrance is flowing there, 

 and an even more pleasant melody is echoing there, 
 moving everyone deeply. 

 The day is breaking, colored with radiant sunbeams. 
 There are green branches of olive 
 and fresh boughs of other trees. 

  There are all dressed in festive clothing shining brightly. 
 while the blessing of peace gladdens the spirits of all 

 
All the people,  

echoed the praises of God 
  offering gifts of thanks to Francis 
 in honor of the Most High Trinity. 

 
Amen. 

 
for today’s reflection, perhaps we could take ten seconds to be thankful for the following 
things: 
 
We are thankful for our father Francis, who gave us such a wonderful example of a 
good life... 
 
We are thankful for the Lord God, the Most High, who loves us, and sent his son Jesus, 
so that we could live eternally... 
 
We are thankful for the sacraments which allow us to have a deep communion with our 
loving God... 
 



We are thankful for our Blessed Mother, who will never desert us in our time of need... 
 
We are thankful for our family and friends, living and  asleep, who have nurtured us, and 
helped us along the way... 
 
We are thankful for the air we breathe,  for the food we eat, and for everything that God 
has given us so that we can live in this world and follow Jesus... 
 
And we are thankful for this day, because it’s another opportunity to live out the Gospel 
life as best as we can. 
 
Peace and all good 
 
Larry. 
 

 
BIRTHDAYS 
 
Kris Vilmin – November 26 
Sandy Rumstick – November 30 
 
PROFESSION ANNIVERSARIES 
There are no anniversaries of profession this month. 
 

 
    UPCOMING EVENT 
 
November 24 – Happy Thanksgiving to you and your families! 
 
December 8 – Feast of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception 
  “Oh Mary conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to Thee.” 
(These are the words written on the Miraculous Medal given to St. Catherine Laboure 
by the Blessed Virgin Mary). 
 
December 10 – Our annual Creche Service at Church of St. John the Evangelist from 
  10:00 AM – 12 Noon. Family members are invited to attend with you. 
  We will have a potluck following the Service. 

. 

 

  

 

 

 

 



  SAINT OF THE MONTH FOR NOVEMBER 

 

Saint Charles Borromeo, Franciscan Tertiary 

Born in 1538 in Arona, Italy 

Died in 1584 in Milan, Italy at age of 46 

Canonized in 1610 

 

Interesting facts about this saint: 

*His uncle was Pope Pius IV. 

* He was appointed Administrator of the Papal States at the age of 22. 

*Ordained as a priest in 1563 & Consecrated as a Bishop the same year. 

*Re- opened the Council of Trent in 1560 and brought it to a successful conclusion 

in 1563. 

*Reform of the Milan Archdiocese was considered one of his greatest 

accomplishments. 

*Established the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine for “proper instruction of 

children.” 

*Ministered to the poor, sick and dying when a Pestilence broke out in 1576 

and sold all of his belongings (including his bed) to care for them. 

 

 

From: The Franciscan Book of Saints, ed by Marion Habig, OFM 

 


