
 
 

March 2022 
Minister’s Message 

Brothers and Sisters, 

I wanted to share with you something I recently read.  This has brought me peace in times of stress and 

sleep when sleep eludes me...and of course JOY to know my God is only a breath away. 
 

𝑻𝒉𝒆𝒓𝒆 𝒘𝒂𝒔 𝒂 𝒎𝒐𝒎𝒆𝒏𝒕 𝒘𝒉𝒆𝒏 𝑴𝒐𝒔𝒆𝒔 𝒉𝒂𝒅 𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒏𝒆𝒓𝒗𝒆 𝒕𝒐 𝒂𝒔𝒌 𝑮𝒐𝒅 𝒘𝒉𝒂𝒕 𝒉𝒊𝒔 𝒏𝒂𝒎𝒆 𝒊𝒔. 𝑮𝒐𝒅 𝒘𝒂𝒔 

𝒈𝒓𝒂𝒄𝒊𝒐𝒖𝒔 𝒆𝒏𝒐𝒖𝒈𝒉 𝒕𝒐 𝒂𝒏𝒔𝒘𝒆𝒓, 𝒂𝒏𝒅 𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒏𝒂𝒎𝒆 𝒉𝒆 𝒈𝒂𝒗𝒆 𝒊𝒔 𝒓𝒆𝒄𝒐𝒓𝒅𝒆𝒅 𝒊𝒏 𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒐𝒓𝒊𝒈𝒊𝒏𝒂𝒍 
𝑯𝒆𝒃𝒓𝒆𝒘 𝒂𝒔 𝒀𝑯𝑾𝑯. 

 

𝑶𝒗𝒆𝒓 𝒕𝒊𝒎𝒆 𝒘𝒆’𝒗𝒆 𝒂𝒓𝒃𝒊𝒕𝒓𝒂𝒓𝒊𝒍𝒚 𝒂𝒅𝒅𝒆𝒅 𝒂𝒏 “𝒂” 𝒂𝒏𝒅 𝒂𝒏 “𝒆” 𝒊𝒏 𝒕𝒉𝒆𝒓𝒆 𝒕𝒐 𝒈𝒆𝒕 𝒀𝒂𝑯𝑾𝒆𝑯, 

𝒑𝒓𝒆𝒔𝒖𝒎𝒂𝒃𝒍𝒚 𝒃𝒆𝒄𝒂𝒖𝒔𝒆 𝒘𝒆 𝒉𝒂𝒗𝒆 𝒂 𝒑𝒓𝒆𝒇𝒆𝒓𝒆𝒏𝒄𝒆 𝒇𝒐𝒓 𝒗𝒐𝒘𝒆𝒍𝒔. 

 

𝑩𝒖𝒕 𝒔𝒄𝒉𝒐𝒍𝒂𝒓𝒔 𝒂𝒏𝒅 𝑹𝒂𝒃𝒊’𝒔 𝒉𝒂𝒗𝒆 𝒏𝒐𝒕𝒆𝒅 𝒕𝒉𝒂𝒕 𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒍𝒆𝒕𝒕𝒆𝒓𝒔 𝒀𝑯𝑾𝑯 𝒓𝒆𝒑𝒓𝒆𝒔𝒆𝒏𝒕 𝒃𝒓𝒆𝒂𝒕𝒉𝒊𝒏𝒈 

𝒔𝒐𝒖𝒏𝒅𝒔, 𝒐𝒓 𝒂𝒔𝒑𝒊𝒓𝒂𝒕𝒆𝒅 𝒄𝒐𝒏𝒔𝒐𝒏𝒂𝒏𝒕𝒔. 𝑾𝒉𝒆𝒏 𝒑𝒓𝒐𝒏𝒐𝒖𝒏𝒄𝒆𝒅 𝒘𝒊𝒕𝒉𝒐𝒖𝒕 𝒊𝒏𝒕𝒆𝒓𝒗𝒆𝒏𝒊𝒏𝒈 𝒗𝒐𝒘𝒆𝒍𝒔, 𝒊𝒕 

𝒂𝒄𝒕𝒖𝒂𝒍𝒍𝒚 𝒔𝒐𝒖𝒏𝒅𝒔 𝒍𝒊𝒌𝒆 𝒃𝒓𝒆𝒂𝒕𝒉𝒊𝒏𝒈. 

 

𝒀𝑯 (𝒊𝒏𝒉𝒂𝒍𝒆): 𝑾𝑯 (𝒆𝒙𝒉𝒂𝒍𝒆). 

 

𝑺𝒐 𝒂 𝒃𝒂𝒃𝒚’𝒔 𝒇𝒊𝒓𝒔𝒕 𝒄𝒓𝒚, 𝒉𝒊𝒔 𝒇𝒊𝒓𝒔𝒕 𝒃𝒓𝒆𝒂𝒕𝒉, 𝒔𝒑𝒆𝒂𝒌𝒔 𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒏𝒂𝒎𝒆 𝒐𝒇 𝑮𝒐𝒅. 

𝑨 𝒅𝒆𝒆𝒑 𝒔𝒊𝒈𝒉 𝒄𝒂𝒍𝒍𝒔 𝑯𝒊𝒔 𝒏𝒂𝒎𝒆 – 𝒐𝒓 𝒂 𝒈𝒓𝒐𝒂𝒏 𝒐𝒓 𝒈𝒂𝒔𝒑 𝒕𝒉𝒂𝒕 𝒊𝒔 𝒕𝒐𝒐 𝒉𝒆𝒂𝒗𝒚 𝒇𝒐𝒓 𝒎𝒆𝒓𝒆 𝒘𝒐𝒓𝒅𝒔. 

𝑬𝒗𝒆𝒏 𝒂𝒏 𝒂𝒕𝒉𝒆𝒊𝒔𝒕 𝒘𝒐𝒖𝒍𝒅 𝒔𝒑𝒆𝒂𝒌 𝑯𝒊𝒔 𝒏𝒂𝒎𝒆, 𝒖𝒏𝒂𝒘𝒂𝒓𝒆 𝒕𝒉𝒂𝒕 𝒕𝒉𝒆𝒊𝒓 𝒗𝒆𝒓𝒚 𝒃𝒓𝒆𝒂𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒊𝒔 𝒈𝒊𝒗𝒊𝒏𝒈 

𝒄𝒐𝒏𝒔𝒕𝒂𝒏𝒕 𝒂𝒄𝒌𝒏𝒐𝒘𝒍𝒆𝒅𝒈𝒎𝒆𝒏𝒕 𝒕𝒐 𝑮𝒐𝒅. 

𝑳𝒊𝒌𝒆𝒘𝒊𝒔𝒆, 𝒂 𝒑𝒆𝒓𝒔𝒐𝒏 𝒍𝒆𝒂𝒗𝒆𝒔 𝒕𝒉𝒊𝒔 𝒆𝒂𝒓𝒕𝒉 𝒘𝒊𝒕𝒉 𝒕𝒉𝒆𝒊𝒓 𝒍𝒂𝒔𝒕 𝒃𝒓𝒆𝒂𝒕𝒉, 𝒘𝒉𝒆𝒏 𝑮𝒐𝒅’𝒔 𝒏𝒂𝒎𝒆 𝒊𝒔 𝒏𝒐 

𝒍𝒐𝒏𝒈𝒆𝒓 𝒇𝒊𝒍𝒊𝒏𝒈 𝒕𝒉𝒆𝒊𝒓 𝒍𝒖𝒏𝒈𝒔. 

𝑺𝒐 𝒘𝒉𝒆𝒏 𝑰 𝒄𝒂𝒏’𝒕 𝒖𝒕𝒕𝒆𝒓 𝒂𝒏𝒚𝒕𝒉𝒊𝒏𝒈 𝒆𝒍𝒔𝒆, 𝒊𝒔 𝒎𝒚 𝒄𝒓𝒚 𝒄𝒂𝒍𝒍𝒊𝒏𝒈 𝒐𝒖𝒕 𝑯𝒊𝒔 𝒏𝒂𝒎𝒆? 

𝑩𝒆𝒊𝒏𝒈 𝒂𝒍𝒊𝒗𝒆 𝒎𝒆𝒂𝒏𝒔 𝑰 𝒔𝒑𝒆𝒂𝒌 𝑯𝒊𝒔 𝒏𝒂𝒎𝒆 𝒄𝒐𝒏𝒔𝒕𝒂𝒏𝒕𝒍𝒚. 

𝑺𝒐, 𝒊𝒔 𝒊𝒕 𝒉𝒆𝒂𝒓𝒅 𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒍𝒐𝒖𝒅𝒆𝒔𝒕 𝒘𝒉𝒆𝒏 𝑰’𝒎 𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒒𝒖𝒊𝒆𝒕𝒆𝒔𝒕? 

𝑰𝒏 𝒔𝒂𝒅𝒏𝒆𝒔𝒔, 𝒘𝒆 𝒃𝒓𝒆𝒂𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒉𝒆𝒂𝒗𝒚 𝒔𝒊𝒈𝒉𝒔. 

𝑰𝒏 𝒋𝒐𝒚, 𝒐𝒖𝒓 𝒍𝒖𝒏𝒈𝒔 𝒇𝒆𝒆𝒍 𝒂𝒍𝒎𝒐𝒔𝒕 𝒍𝒊𝒌𝒆 𝒕𝒉𝒆𝒚 𝒘𝒊𝒍𝒍 𝒃𝒖𝒓𝒔𝒕. 

𝑰𝒏 𝒇𝒆𝒂𝒓 𝒘𝒆 𝒉𝒐𝒍𝒅 𝒐𝒖𝒓 𝒃𝒓𝒆𝒂𝒕𝒉 𝒂𝒏𝒅 𝒉𝒂𝒗𝒆 𝒕𝒐 𝒃𝒆 𝒕𝒐𝒍𝒅 𝒕𝒐 𝒃𝒓𝒆𝒂𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒔𝒍𝒐𝒘𝒍𝒚 𝒕𝒐 𝒉𝒆𝒍𝒑 𝒖𝒔 𝒄𝒂𝒍𝒎 

𝒅𝒐𝒘𝒏. 

𝑾𝒉𝒆𝒏 𝒘𝒆’𝒓𝒆 𝒂𝒃𝒐𝒖𝒕 𝒕𝒐 𝒅𝒐 𝒔𝒐𝒎𝒆𝒕𝒉𝒊𝒏𝒈 𝒉𝒂𝒓𝒅, 𝒘𝒆 𝒕𝒂𝒌𝒆 𝒂 𝒅𝒆𝒆𝒑 𝒃𝒓𝒆𝒂𝒕𝒉 𝒕𝒐 𝒇𝒊𝒏𝒅 𝒐𝒖𝒓 𝒄𝒐𝒖𝒓𝒂𝒈𝒆. 



𝑾𝒉𝒆𝒏 𝑰 𝒕𝒉𝒊𝒏𝒌 𝒂𝒃𝒐𝒖𝒕 𝒊𝒕, 𝒃𝒓𝒆𝒂𝒕𝒉𝒊𝒏𝒈 𝒊𝒔 𝒈𝒊𝒗𝒊𝒏𝒈 𝒉𝒊𝒎 𝒑𝒓𝒂𝒊𝒔𝒆. 𝑬𝒗𝒆𝒏 𝒊𝒏 𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒉𝒂𝒓𝒅𝒆𝒔𝒕 𝒎𝒐𝒎𝒆𝒏𝒕𝒔! 

 

𝑻𝒉𝒊𝒔 𝒊𝒔 𝒔𝒐 𝒃𝒆𝒂𝒖𝒕𝒊𝒇𝒖𝒍 𝒂𝒏𝒅 𝒇𝒊𝒍𝒍𝒔 𝒎𝒆 𝒘𝒊𝒕𝒉 𝒆𝒎𝒐𝒕𝒊𝒐𝒏 𝒆𝒗𝒆𝒓𝒚 𝒕𝒊𝒎𝒆 𝑰 𝒈𝒓𝒂𝒔𝒑 𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒕𝒉𝒐𝒖𝒈𝒉𝒕. 𝑮𝒐𝒅 

𝒄𝒉𝒐𝒔𝒆 𝒕𝒐 𝒈𝒊𝒗𝒆 𝒉𝒊𝒎𝒔𝒆𝒍𝒇 𝒂 𝒏𝒂𝒎𝒆 𝒕𝒉𝒂𝒕 𝒘𝒆 𝒄𝒂𝒏’𝒕 𝒉𝒆𝒍𝒑 𝒃𝒖𝒕 𝒔𝒑𝒆𝒂𝒌 𝒆𝒗𝒆𝒓𝒚 𝒎𝒐𝒎𝒆𝒏𝒕 𝒘𝒆’𝒓𝒆 𝒂𝒍𝒊𝒗𝒆. 

 

𝑨𝒍𝒍 𝒐𝒇 𝒖𝒔, 𝒂𝒍𝒘𝒂𝒚𝒔, 𝒆𝒗𝒆𝒓𝒚𝒘𝒉𝒆𝒓𝒆. 

𝑾𝒂𝒌𝒊𝒏𝒈, 𝒔𝒍𝒆𝒆𝒑𝒊𝒏𝒈, 𝒃𝒓𝒆𝒂𝒕𝒉𝒊𝒏𝒈, 𝒘𝒊𝒕𝒉 𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒏𝒂𝒎𝒆 𝒐𝒇 𝑮𝒐𝒅 𝒐𝒏 𝒐𝒖𝒓 𝒍𝒊𝒑𝒔. 

 

W𝒓𝒊𝒕𝒕𝒆𝒏 𝒃𝒚 - 𝑺𝒂𝒏𝒅𝒓𝒂 𝑻𝒉𝒖𝒓𝒎𝒂𝒏 𝑪𝒂𝒑𝒐𝒓𝒂𝒍𝒆 𝒇𝒓𝒐𝒎 𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝑴𝒆𝒎𝒐𝒓𝒊𝒂𝒍 𝑪𝒉𝒖𝒓𝒄𝒉 𝒐𝒇 𝑪𝒉𝒓𝒊𝒔𝒕 𝒊𝒏 

𝑯𝒐𝒖𝒔𝒕𝒐𝒏. 

See you in Greene, March 6 at noon.  

 

                            Pax   ~ Brenda  
 

St. Mary’s Fraternity  

Sunday, March 6, 2022 

St. Mary’s Church, 105 N Main St, Greene IA 

 

Agenda 

MARCH GATHERING 
12:00   Gather / Social / Welcome Visitors 

• Masks 
• Bring food and treats to share, if you want 
• Petitions 

12:30   Opening Prayer 
            Gospel to Life  

• Prayer to the Holy Spirit  
• First Reading - Barb Brown  
• Gospel Reading – Barb Sanders 
• Lead Discussion – Charles  
• Break 
• Ongoing Formation - Ch. 9 - Craig 
• Necessary Business 

o Treasurer's Report 
▪ Common Fund Prayer 

• Franciscan Family Chaplet - Denise 
• Prayer for the Sick  
• Memorare  



• Closing Prayer 
• Final Blessing 

Remember: 
• Bring your Franciscan Family Chaplet to the March meeting. 
• Pray for your secret-prayer-partner and plan on revealing your identity at the meeting.     
• Join us for the Crown Rosary on Wed. evenings at 8:00 PM 

on ZOOM... https://tinyurl.com/CFFranciscan...Password: 1234 
If the weather is bad, we will meet online at the same link/password as Wed. night prayer. 
 

Calendar of Events 

March 21 - Profession Anniversary - Hazel Martin, OFS  

March 7 - Happy Birthday Josephine Navarro, OFS 

March 15 - Happy Birthday Penny Gossman, OFS 

 

Check out the Franciscan Feast Days for March at https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/march-

franciscan-calendar.html  

 

Meet Our Sister 

Barbara Brown 

These are the people who have been important in my Franciscan 

Journey. (1 and 2) My Parents:  I was born August 26, 1944, and named 

after my grandmothers, Barbara and Amelia. My mom, Viola received 

multiple Sacraments on the day she married my dad because she was a 

convert. (Ask me sometime about her interesting journey up to that point.) 

My dad, Harry must have been raised to be very devout. He never went to 

bed without kneeling to pray. He also never pointed out the fact that he 

visibly prayed. 

(3) My Dad’s Sister Rose: She never married and was an elementary teacher. She helped many of her 

nieces and nephews afford to go to college, including me. Her suggestion for me was to go to The 

College of Saint Teresa in Winona, Minnesota, so that’s where I went. From 1962 to 1966 I worked 

toward an Elementary Education Degree with a Music Area of Emphasis. The teachers there were 

Franciscans. I’d never experienced them before, so didn’t totally appreciate it at the time; how special 

they were. 

(4) Bridget McCarthy, OFS:  By 1974 I had married Don Brown and we had three daughters, Anne 

Elizabeth, Mary Kathleen, and Sarah Marie. My mother-in-law told me that her mother, Bridget 

McCarthy had been a Third Order Franciscan in later life; and had been buried in a shroud. I was 

somehow inspired to get information about the order and started formation by correspondence. The 

Formation Director was Magdalyn Korbal, OFS, and the Spiritual Assistant was Father Benet Fonck, 

OFS; both from the Aurora, Illinois area. 

(5) Monsignor Paul Maguire:  He was the Parish Priest at Holy Name Church in Rockford, Iowa where I 

https://gmail.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f664100c36fa2001ea95ad17&id=5e5aee3b0e&e=b0121bfda1
https://gmail.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f664100c36fa2001ea95ad17&id=f0003cb918&e=b0121bfda1
https://gmail.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f664100c36fa2001ea95ad17&id=f0003cb918&e=b0121bfda1


was Professed July 26, 1979. Soon after that I spent four summers at Mankato State University working 

toward my Master’s Degree in Special Education. 

(6, 7, and 8):  Mary Heldt, OFS, Deacon John Herman, Therese Fosselman, OFS:  I’ll skip the details; but, 

after being professed about 15 years, in about 1994, I found myself in Cedar Falls at the American 

Martyr’s Retreat House at an All-Iowa SFO Retreat hosted by Saint Mary’s Fraternity. I decided to join 

the fraternity and started to attend the monthly gatherings at Blessed Sacrament Parish. The Minister 

was Mary, the Spiritual Assistant was John, and Therese held the other three offices. There were about 

five other members; but, as the years went by, prayer and example have brought many others our 

direction. Just like Francis, we have welcomed others to our group whenever they hear about us and 

ask about us. Jesus and Francis truly do call people to join them, and God works in mysterious ways to 

help them be inspired to hear the call. 

Barbara Brown, OFS 

 

Franciscan Supplies 

Smoky Valley Printing 

Box 189 

Lindsborg KS 67456 

Tel: 785-227-2364 

Printable order form from internet (no on-line ordering) : 

https:/www.pdfiller.com 

 

On-line stores: 

thefranciscanstore.org 

cfpholyangels.com 

catholiccompany.com 

franciscanresources.com (Minnesota) 

 

Melody Taninies, OFS 

Spiritual Assistant 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

During the Zoom session on Sunday, February 20, I mentioned a few things related to Morning / 

Evening Prayer that some members wished to make note. Others of you who were unable to join us 

that day might be interested as well. 

 

First of all there is a wonderful prayer provided on the inside of Card #1 which comes inside both the 

One-Volume and Four-Volume set of Christian Prayer books It’s printed below the Evening Prayer 

Gospel Canticle and is suggested for private recitation of the Office. My prayer partner and I use this 

prayer every day before the Invitatory. You may not be praying the full Office but you can still use 

it before Morning Prayer. Whether or not you use this is a personal choice but everyone should start 

https://gmail.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f664100c36fa2001ea95ad17&id=a7c11a56a9&e=b0121bfda1
https://gmail.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f664100c36fa2001ea95ad17&id=2acac122a9&e=b0121bfda1
https://gmail.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f664100c36fa2001ea95ad17&id=19dc7bc932&e=b0121bfda1
https://gmail.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f664100c36fa2001ea95ad17&id=10e3d4d5ea&e=b0121bfda1
https://gmail.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f664100c36fa2001ea95ad17&id=1a424a2e85&e=b0121bfda1


the day with the Invitatory Prayer. 

 

“Lord, open my lips to praise your holy name. Cleanse my heart of any worthless, evil or distracting 

thoughts. Give me the wisdom and love necessary to pray this Office with attention, reverence and 

devotion. 

Father, let my prayer be heard in your presence for it is offered through Christ our Lord. Amen” ** 

 

I know some of you struggle with this practice. If this be true for you, try downloading the free 

iBreviary app on your phone or device and let it guide you. After you’ve prayed with the app for awhile, 

using the Breviary won’t be so challenging. If you travel and are unable to read / pray the Office while 

you drive or are on a plane, you can download another free app called Divine Office, a relatively 

new app. With or without earbuds you can access their audio option. 

 

The iBreviary app has an audio app, too, but its monotone, computerized voice is far from inspiring. 

The Divine Office app uses real people to pray and sing with you. By listening you can learn some of the 

hymns that you may not have known otherwise. A third free app called Breviary Tunes can help you 

learn other hymns as well. 

 

Praying the Liturgy of the Hours is a wonderful practice. Whatever source you use, do your best not to 

rush and pray the words, not just say them. I hope some of these suggestions will be of help. Be aware 

there are other options for professed Franciscans which are covered in our Ritual on page 103. 

 

Blessings and peace, 

Melody Taninies, OFS 

 

**Note: this prayer can also be used to prepare you for the celebration of the mass by substituting 

the word “Mass” for the word “Office.” 


