
 

Minister’s Message 
Brothers and Sisters, 

The SOCK PRESENTATION is coming together nicely.  Those that didn't make it last month, be sure to come to the 

May gathering, wearing your photogenic socks so I can add you to the display. Also, don't forget to register for the 

June 4th Regional Gathering!  It is a beautiful setting and I always leave feeling refreshed, at peace and joy-filled. The 

fellowship is very lifegiving. 

 

May 1 will be here before you know it.  Our Marshalltown guests will be attending the 10:30 AM mass prior to the 

12:00 food and fellowship and retreat.  I will try to reserve seats so the Franciscans can all sit together in the front. I 

will bring the coffee pot, bottled water and a large crock pot of Maid-Rites and buns. Katie is bringing Hot German 

Potato Salad. Maybe at Wed. night prayer, you can all share what you plan to bring so we can be sure to have 

enough for all.  

 

I have been looking forward to spending time with our brother and sisters from Marshalltown...it just seemed so 

right.  Then, as I reflected on the Second Article, I understood why I was looking forward to it....family reunions are 

always a time of joy. 

 

Reflection on Article 2 

"How graced each Secular Franciscan is to have been called to this way of life, to this particular charism, to a local 

fraternity that is bonded with all other fraternities throughout the world, to live a Rule by profession that has the 

approval and blessing of Holy Mother Church! Beyond the Secular Franciscan Order, members are joined in this life 

with the other branches of the Franciscan family, the First Order friars, the Second Order Poor Clares and the sisters 

and friars of the Third Order Regular. According to Canon Law, the Secular Franciscan Order is a public association 

in the Church (GC 1,5) whose secular state characterizes their Spirituality and apostolic life (GC 3.1). 

We are a large family, consisting of hundreds of thousands of followers of Saint Francis. Profession is an enormous 

event in the life of the fraternity as well as in our own lives. Special Graces are realized when we, in humility, accept 

the Rule of St. Francis as our way of life. We are united as brothers and sisters, led by the Holy Spirit, all striving for 

perfect charity. What a great Gift of God this is." 

 

See you in Greene, May 1 at noon.  

Pax   ~ Brenda 

 



 

  

St. Mary’s Fraternity  

Sunday, May 1, 2022 

St. Mary’s Church, 105 N Main St, Greene IA 

Agenda 

12:00   Gather / Social / Welcome Visitors 

12:30   Opening Prayer 

Gospel to Life  

Prayer to the Holy Spirit - Julie 

First Reading - Katie 

Gospel Reading - Maria 

Lead Discussion - Susan 

Necessary Business 

Treasurer's Report 

Common Fund Prayer 

Vote on special request 

Head count for Regional Gathering 

Room sharing 

Car Pooling 

1:20 - Move to the Church 

1:30 - Start Retreat 

3:00 - Closing 

Prayer for the Sick  

Memorare  

Closing Prayer 

Final Blessing 

Remember: 

-Bring journals and pens for the retreat 

-Bring Socks for our 30/30 Challenge 

-Wear Socks for the photo (if you have not already) 

-Pray for your secret-prayer-partner and plan on revealing your identity at the meeting.     



 

-Join us for the Crown Rosary on Wed. evenings at 

8:00 PM on ZOOM... https://tinyurl.com/CFFranciscan...Password: 1234 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

May 5 - Profession Anniversary - Sue May, OFS 

April 13 - Birthday - Katherine Osterman, OFS 

April 15 - Birthday - Josephine Navarro, OFS 

 

Check out the Franciscan Feast Days for May at https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/may-franciscan-

calendar.html  

 

Meet our Brother 

Anthony May, OFS 

I used my full name, because that is where my story begins.  My parents were 3rd Order 

Franciscans, and the story we grew up with is that my Mom and Dad met at the 3rd Order and at 

the Music Box in Omaha, a dance hall.  All three of their children’s middle is Francis: Anthony 

Francis, Mary Francis and John Francis.  Our family, like Sue’s, grew up with a strong faith 

life.  From attending Catholic school, to the influence our Franciscan (OFM) parish priests had on 

us, to having both my Grandfather and Father in the Men’s choir every Sunday at 8 AM Mass 

with brunch with the family afterwards, to praying the Radio Rosary with Archbishop Fulton J. 

Sheen on Sunday nights - we grew up wholly and holy Catholic.  Even with this good 

background, it was a tumultuous time to grow up, graduating in 1974.  I attended the Jesuit High 

School, Creighton Prep, and had a good dose of Ignatian spirituality going for me before my entrance into the Air Force January 

28, 1975.  

I felt a spiritual void after Air Force basic training.  That void was filled by utilizing my musicianship skills and taking on an 

additional instrument, the flute.  This was better for barracks life and easier to listen to in Church, outside of jubilant celebrations 

when the trumpet was more apropos.  I attended two Protestant services either side of Sunday Mass as well as Protestant 

Sunday school, where I learned to appreciate the Word of God more.  The two and a half year enlistment was followed by the Air 

Force Academy.  I was surprised that there were people of faith there and took part in interdenominational bible studies. Not that 

I always made good decisions, but going back to the time before high school graduation, I got rid of my addictive habit sports 

car, a ’67 GTO.  I finally got rid of the car, thinking, “If your eye is your cause for fall, pluck it out and throw it away; it is better for 

you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire” (Mt 18:9).  Some say that this verse is not to be 

taken literally, but is hyperbolae.  This rejection assumes that hell in not real, or at least, not very hot. 

Joining the Secular Franciscans never occurred to me after the Church changes from Vatican II. I was influenced by the wide 

scale ignoring of private devotionals.  The sad changes for the Church were associated with Vatican II (not the real 

documented  changes, but rather the “Spirit of Vatican II”) as well as the slow seepage of post-Christian culture, such as the 

https://tinyurl.com/CFFranciscan
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/june-franciscan-calendar.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/june-franciscan-calendar.html


 

Sexual Revolution.  Franciscans were not on my map. 

It took the involvement in the KMMK radio station, and gaining a better appreciation of our Patron, St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe for 

me to consider becoming a Secular Franciscan, which led to my profession on October 4, 2020, the Feast of St. 

Francis.   Kolbe’s unwavering devotion and promulgation of the Immaculata (The Virgin Mary) led me to want to learn how Kolbe 

and his being a Franciscan played into Kolbe’s devotion to Mary. The Franciscan formation process helped me reevaluate my 

parents in light of their being Secular Franciscans.  It helped me understand how their Franciscan formation gave them “the mind 

of the Church” in their lives:  The value of Catholic faith; An appreciation of life as sacred; Ignoring “everybody’s doing it” in child-

rearing; My father’s repugnance at the loose portrayal of women on television.  Their ways make sense now when I see how 

Catholic “to the t”, or to the Tau, many Franciscans are. 

I received additional formation from the KMMK 3rd Anniversary guest speaker, Fr. Benedict La Volpe, OFM Conventual, rector of 

the National Kolbe Shrine.  Kolbe provided the theology of the devotion to Mary, the Immaculata, which was already present 

because the strong devotion St. Francis had to Mary.  Kolbe used the Immaculata to heal strife within the order by promulgating 

the goodness of Mary.  St. Francis composed the following beautiful prayer in praise of Mary: 

Hail, O Lady, holy Queen, Mary, Holy Mother of God.  You are the Virgin made Church. 

And the one chosen by the Most Holy Father in heaven, whom he consecrated with His most Holy Beloved Son and with the 

Holy Spirit, the Paraclete in whom there was and is all the fullness of grace and every good.  

Hail, His Palace.  Hail His Tabernacle.  Hail, His Home.  

 

A Message from Melody Taninies, OFS 

Spiritual Assistant 

My dear brothers and sisters, 

   We are coming upon the Easter Triduum, the end of the Lenten season, the summit of the Liturgical year and my 

favorite time of the year.  The Latin word refers to the three days of prayers beginning on the evening of Holy 

Thursday when our priests celebrate the Mass of the Lord’s Supper during which they renew their priestly 

commitment, continuing through Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion and concluding with the Mass of the Resurrection 

of the Lord at the Easter Vigil Saturday night.  It is a most sacred and beautiful celebration that sadly the majority of 

Catholics don’t or won’t ever experience because they are not holydays of obligation. 

   On Friday as our Lord hangs upon the cross, we ache for His Mother and for ourselves as we witness His life’s 

blood poured out for us.  We cry for our part in the sin which He took upon himself so that we might live, so that we 

might have eternal life.  We mourn the loss of His life, so pure and chaste yet so scorned and brutally abused.  As the 

church and altar are stripped of all linens and decorations on Good Friday, we are left in the darkness with only the 

cross on which to focus.  

   The only thing that gives us hope as we focus on His cross is the knowledge He will rise again.  He will be 

resurrected as He promised.  Easter day will fulfill His promise when He is released from the tomb.  He will come 

again one day and take us to the place He has prepared for us.  We joyfully sing Hosanna to the Son of David.  He is 

risen.  Rejoice! Sing Alleluia!! 

   I wish each of you a glorious Easter season as we put the days of Lent behind us.  I pray you will participate in 



 

these sacred liturgies either in person or livestreamed from your parish or EWTN.   May God in His great love, grant 

you every grace and blessing and give you His peace. 

   Sincerely in the love of God and the spirit of Saint Francis, 

Melody Taninies, OFS 

Spiritual Assistant 

 

Litany of the Blood of the New Covenant 

Written by the Franciscan Sisters, T.O.R. of Penance of the Sorrowful Mother 

Father of Mercy, for choosing to wed yourself to our humanity through the Blood of your only begotten Son, We praise 

you. 

Jesus, Bridegroom of the Church, for the wellspring of salvation which flows from your pierced Heart, We praise you. 

Holy Spirit, for your love poured into our hearts through the Blood of the Lamb, We praise you. 

Father of Mercy, entrusting the world to your merciful love through the Blood of the New Covenant, Hear us as we 

pray. 

Through the Blood of Christ, offered at the Last Supper, Have mercy on us. 

Through the Blood of Christ which fell upon the earth in the agony, Have mercy on us. 

Through the Blood of Christ shed for us at the scourging, Have mercy on us. 

Through the Blood of Christ which flowed from the crowning with thorns, Have mercy on us. 

Through the Blood of Christ which marked the way of the Cross, Have mercy on us. 

Through the Blood Christ poured out on the cross, Have mercy on us. 

Jesus, for saving us through the Blood and Water which flowed from your Heart, We trust in You. 

O Blood and Water freeing the souls in purgatory.  We trust in You. 

O Blood and Water atoning for our sins, We trust in You. 

O Blood and Water delivering us from evil, We trust in You. 

Holy Spirit, Living Water flowing from our Savior’s Heart, giving birth to the Church and her sacraments, Sanctify your 

Church. 

Living Water, pouring forth charisms to build up the body of Christ, Sanctify your Church. 

Living Water, teeming with graces for a virtuous life, Sanctify your Church. 

Living Water, flowing through us to bring your mercy and healing to your people,  Sanctify your Church. 

Let us pray…O Blessed Trinity, you share life with your Bride, the Church, by the gift of the Precious Blood of 

Christ.  May we find our joy in you who are All Good, Supreme Good and Love Itself! May our prayers of intercession, 

reparation, and atonement reach your loving Heart so that all may be saved and made one in the fullness of your 

Trinitarian life and love in heaven.  Amen. 

 Source: Used with permission of the Franciscan Sisters, T.O.R. of Penance of the Sorrowful Mother; Toronto, Ohio 

www.franciscansisterstor.org 

 

Melody Taninies, OFS 

Spiritual Assistant 

http://www.franciscansisterstor.org/


 

 

Message from Katherine 

~Formation Director 

  Prayer  for Franciscans 

 The problem today is that we love many things -------Our Freedom—independence—financial wealth—status-power-

and whatever else our culture tells us will make us happy.  Thus, there is little room within us to fully embrace God. 

God in a sense calls us back to Poverty, Penance, conversion, and a heart full of Mercy, Values and attitudes that are 

counter—cultural but life giving.  Only when we acknowledge our need for God can we begin to find God. 

              

Prayer begins in the poverty of the desert and in the cry of the poor person who is far from home and seeks the 

way to the source of life.  The mark of our relationship with God is freedom. Franciscan prayer reminds us that God 

loves us freely and calls us to love freely. We are not forced to become the body of Christ; we are invited by God’s 

Grace into the banquet of life. It is precisely for this reason that Christian life is obscure today in western culture. We 

have so many other invitations to consider, it is difficult to discern. The invitation of a humble God bent over to love. 

Our tendency, there for is to participate in the rituals of prayer and worship with little extra effort. we do what is 

perfunctory and then we expect God to do the rest. 

 

The Franciscan Path of prayer centered on the incarnation, tells us that God is with us, but will not bring about the 

fullness of life without us. Our complete participation is required. We are not simply to pray; we are to become prayer-

living flames of love that ignite the world. Fire is a instant image in the writings of Bonaventure primarily because it 

represented for him the intensity of Love.  

 
 

 

Franciscan Supplies 

Smoky Valley Printing 

Box 189 

Lindsborg KS 67456 

Tel: 785-227-2364 

Printable order form from internet (no on-line ordering) : 

https:/www.pdfiller.com 

 

 

 

 

 

On-line stores: 

thefranciscanstore.org 

cfpholyangels.com 

catholiccompany.com 

franciscanresources.com (Minnesota) 

http://www.pdfiller.com/
http://thefranciscanstore.org/
http://cfpholyangels.com/
http://catholiccompany.com/
http://franciscanresources.com/

