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   BUONGIORNO A TUTTI! 

 

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR FRATERNITY MINISTER 

 

    SPRING HAS SPRUNG! 

Francis loved the outdoors, the flowers, the animals, the birds. It is time now 

for us to enjoy God’s green earth. 

I invite all of you to a morning of “digging” in the dirt. I am planting a garden for 

all to share in. With the food prices rising at a steady rate I thought it would be  

of service to others to plant a big garden to share with others. 

On Saturday, May 7 starting at 9am I will be at my farm ready to plant the seeds. 

Actually, I have started the seeds in my basement so we will be putting in plants. 

If you can join me, send me an email and I will send you directions. 

 

Happy and Blessed Easter. “He is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!” 

 

Deacon John 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REFLECTIONS FROM OUR SPIRITUAL ASSISTANT 

 

Who are the saints? A child in a parish that had stained glass windows of saints 

responded, “the ones that the light shines through!” What a great image for us to 

ponder; the light of Christ shines through us who follow in the Gospel way of life. 

As I anticipate Easter this year to celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection, I pause to reflect 

on how we share in the Resurrection. Jesus, who said “I am the light of the 

world,” has adopted us and given us a share in His own resurrected life through 

the Holy Spirit dwelling within us. We describe others whose inner light shines 

through them as radiant, or enlightened, or inspirational. The announcement for 

the canonization of St. Clare in 1255 used many synonyms for light 

playing on the meaning of her name “clara” meaning light. “Clare shines 

brilliantly, … brightness of her great glory; brilliance of her sublime miracles on 

earth. Her life radiates…” These descriptors of light shining through Saint Clare 

are also possible for us. Open our eyes to the wonders of Jesus’ resurrected 

presence with us and within us. Feel this new energy and let it shine for others! 

 

                                                                                                         Sister Ramona Miller  

 

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR FORMATION MINISTER 

 

“Our blessing-cup is a communion with the Blood of Christ.” 

Today I am thinking about this response for the responsorial psalm on Holy 

Thursday. In our discussion as a fraternity on the passion and what it means to us 

as Franciscans, we talked about the outpouring of God’s love in the handing over 

of Jesus’ body and blood made into a real presence in the celebration of the 

Eucharist at each Mass. It’s the gift of God’s love given to us directly which has the 

power to forgive, heal and strengthen. We enter into a communion with Christ 

Jesus which makes us more like him, but we also enter into a communion with 

each other. We are a Eucharistic people who live in community with one Lord 

over us all as the loving shepherd. 

 

 

 



Some of you know I studied Canon Law and I would like to share with you what I 

always considered one of my favorite canons which is taken primarily from the 

Vatican II document Sancrosanctum Concilium. It’s Canon 897, and I want to 

encourage you to read it twice slowly to let it really sink in: 

 

 Can. 897 

“The most venerable sacrament is the blessed Eucharist, in which Christ the Lord 

himself is contained, offered and received, and by which the Church continually 

lives and grows.  The Eucharistic Sacrifice, the memorial of the death and 

resurrection of the Lord, in which the Sacrifice of the cross is forever perpetuated,  

is the summit and the source of all worship and Christian life. By means of it the 

unity of God’s people is signified and brought about, and the building up of the 

body of Christ is perfected. The other sacraments and all the apostolic works of 

Christ are bound up with, and directed to, the blessed Eucharist.” 

 

 Larry Price 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

April 10 – Maryanne 

 

PROFESSION ANNIVERSARIES 

*There are none to be celebrated this month. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

May 7 at 9am – Gardening with Deacon John – call him for directions if able to 

come 

May 14 (10am-12noon) Fraternity Meeting at Church of St. John in O’Day Room 

May 14 – Registration Deadline for Queen of Peace Regional Meeting 

June 3-5 (Q of P Regional Meeting) at Christ the King Retreat Center in Buffalo, 

MN 

June 25 – Retreat in LaCrosse with Tau Shalom Emerging Fraternity 9:30 am – 

3:00 pm (more details to follow) 

 



THE FRANCISCAN RULE 

This month Sister Ramona will lead us in a discussion of Franciscan Rule #15 

using Lectio Divina format. 

 

RULE # 15 

“Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by 

the testimony of their human lives and their courageous initiatives. Especially in 

the field of public life, they should make definite choices in harmony with their 

faith. “ 

 

 

FORMATION 

At our meeting in May we will discuss Reflections 25 & 26 from Live Like Francis. 

 

 

                 A REFLECTION ON PRAYER FROM ST. BONAVENTURE 

 

“Anyone who wishes to keep the flame of ardor alive within oneself should 

frequently – or rather incessantly contemplate in one’s heart Christ dying upon 

the cross.” 

Bonaventure continues with: 

“Christ on the cross bows His head, waiting for you, that He may kiss you; 

His arms are outstretched, that He may embrace you, 

His hands are open, that He may enrich you; 

His body spread out, that He may give himself totally, 

His feet are nailed, that He may stay there; 

His side open for you, that He may let you enter there.” 

 

*These quotations are from a book entitled: Franciscan Prayer by Ilia Delio, OSF 

 

 

A BLESSED EASTER TO EACH OF YOU AND YOUR 

FAMILIES! 



 

       


