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September 2022

Minister’s Message

Brothers and Sisters,
How exciting July and August gathering have been with all our visitors!  We are
truly blessed to have a growing family of shared faith and commitment.    

Please pay very close attention to the CALENDAR OF EVENTS below and put
reminders on your calendars. We will be meeting at Immaculate Conception
in Gilbertville for our September Gathering.  While it may be confusing and
inconvenient to keep track of the occasional change of location...the up side
might be that the change of location will be more convenient to a first time
visitor from a different side of the diocese.  

You will also see (below) which apostolate we are working on and will have a
couple of months to find a bargain at the store.  A reminder: For Christmas,
rather than exchanging gifts within the fraternity, we will again adopt a
family...this time from St. Pat's in Waterloo.  Be thinking of a family in need. 

We are coming up on our 5th year anniversary of praying the Crown Rosary via
ZOOM on Wednesday evenings (started Dec. 2017).  I love this weekly virtual
gathering since we are scattered so far apart.  It makes me feel more
connected to you all; more than if I only saw you once a month at our
Gathering.  But, more importantly, it helps us stay informed to the many prayers
our brothers and sisters need.   

All are welcome and you are missed when you are unable to attend.  I am
providing the information for joining, in case you have misplaced it. I bring
copies of the prayers and reflections to our monthly gatherings so, if you need a
copy, remind me to get one for you. If you want to join to silently pray along or
to see what it is about, please do so.
 

Log onto 
https://tinyurl.com/CFFranciscan 

Password:  1234 
(You can also phone into the meeting by calling 646-876-9923.) 
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Virtual Etiquette:
- Mute when you are not speaking. 
- Say your name before speaking in case your voice is not recognized by all. 
- Indicate you are done speaking so the next person won't talk over you. 
 
   

I look forward to seeing you at 12:00 on SEPTEMBER 11, at Immaculate
Conception 311 15th Ave., in Gilbertville . 

 
                            Pax   ~ Brenda Schmitt, OFS

Secretary's Notes 

Do you have photos of past events
and gatherings.  We would love to
add them to our collection of
historical documents.  
e-mail photos to:  
stmarysfranciscans@gmail.com.  

Can you help identify the
individuals in this photo? 

Katie Williams, OFS

St. Mary’s Fraternity  
Sunday, September 11, 2022 

Immaculate Conception, Gilberville 

Agenda
12:00   Gather / Pot Luck / Welcome Visitors  
                 Intentions, Reveal Prayer Partners 
12:30   Opening Prayer 
            Gospel to Life 
                 VIDEO - Introduction 
                 Prayer to the Holy Spirit  
                 First Reading - Maria 
                 Gospel Reading - Melody 
                 Lead Discussion - Susan 
1:15      Necessary Business
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                  Treasurer's Report 
                  Common Fund Prayer 
1:20      BREAK 
1:25      Memorial Service 
             Renewal of Profession
1:50      Prayer for the Sick 
             Memorare  
             Vocation Prayer 
             Closing Prayer 
             Final Blessing

Calendar of Events 
September 11 -   Gathering - Immaculate Conception, Gilbertville, Noon 
          - Memorial Service 
          - Renewal of Profession 
September 13 / Birthday - Hazel Martin 
September 23 / Birthday - Craig Reindl 
September 27 / Birthday - Denise Jeffrey 
September 28 / Profession Anniversary - Melody Taninies 
September 30 / Profession Anniversary - Maria Rodgers 
October 9 - Gathering - St. Patrick's, Cedar Falls, 12:30 
         -  Transitus of St. Francis 
         - Retreat 
          Apostolate - Baby Shower (for Pregnancy Centers) 
November  6 - Gathering - St. Mary's, Greene, Noon 
         -  Denise's Profession 
         -  Apostolate - Canned Fruits or Vegetables Rockford foodbank collection 
December 4 - Gathering - St. Patrick's, Cedar Falls 12:30 
         - Christmas Celebration 
         - Gift Collection for Cedar Falls family 

Remember:

REMEMBER to send Brenda your Elevator Speech
Pray for your secret-prayer-partner and plan on revealing your identity at
the meeting.    
Join us for the Crown Rosary on Wed. evenings at
8:00 PM on ZOOM... https://tinyurl.com/CFFranciscan...Password: 1234
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Check out the Franciscan Feast Days for September at https://www.roman-
catholic-saints.com/september-franciscan-calendar.html 

Why am I a Secular Franciscan? 

The first time I met Franciscan sisters I was seventeen.  After
that I spent five years around them. (This was during college
and one year of teaching.) The Franciscan sisters made an
impression on me, but I did not realize how much. When I was
around thirty-two, I was called to learn more about the Secular
Franciscan Order. I was Professed in 1979, so have been a
Secular Franciscan over half of my life. 

- Barbara Brown, OFS

A Message from Melody Taninies, OFS 
Spiritual Assistant
A quote that is often attributed to John Lennon was actually first used in 1957 in
an issue of Reader’s Digest by a man named Allen Saunders. I was only five at
the time so did not read that issue but I know along our life journeys we likely all
have heard it . . . “Life is what happens to you while you are making other
plans.”  There was also a more recent quote by a man named Michael Chabon.
He said “Man makes plans . . .God laughs.” 

Now while the first quote is pretty accurate if you get too carried away making
your own plans, I sincerely don’t believe God laughs at us.  He may be amused
and likely has a good chuckle every now and again. My point? I’m getting there.
Honest. 

So returning from the “Q” filled with the spirit of  700+ Friars, TOR’s* and
Seculars, my heart was full and my cup was running over.  Each day we
prayed, sang, had inspiring talks, listened to one another, strategized,
worshipped and had Eucharist together. What could be better? Imagine the
sight we made walking to the Basilica for mass every day.  I couldn’t wait to tell
you all about it. 

But by Tuesday my body railed and by Wednesday I was really, really sick. I
don’t remember ever being that sick. I had started a dog sit the day after I got
back and had to make myself go home for a Covid kit. I could have saved
myself a trip but being pretty sure of the result, I needed help and proof.  Finally
by Thursday my doctor had ordered the meds and at 10:30 pm my daughter
could pick up the meds at the hospital. so things were going to get better. 

A situation occurred, however, and had it not drastically changed, I would not
have had the chance to share with you at all nor give you the gifts I brought
back. 
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My throat was super swollen and sore and coughing a struggle. Much
congested I had begun to cough. I couldn’t stop. I really couldn’t. What was
more? I couldn’t breathe and I was choking. I couldn’t clear my throat. There
was no room. I was so afraid and God surely wasn’t laughing. I thought I was
going to die alone (aside from two sweet dogs) at the kitchen sink of the home
where I was working. But God in His inifinite mercy took things into His hands
and spared me. It’s a moment I shall never forget nor fail to give thanks. 

In days to come, we WILL share, thanks be to God! 

Sincerely in the spirit of Francis & Clare, 
 
Melody Taninies, OFS 
Spiritual Assistant 
 

Have you subscribed yet?  

SUBSCRIBE TO THE TAU DAILY EMAIL LIST

Receive a daily email featuring, in rotation, the Rule of the Secular Franciscan
Order, the Admonitions of St. Francis, an article from the OFS General
Constitutions, / OFS USA National Statutes, Franciscan quote, and a
Franciscan saint of the day. This is not a discussion list.

To subscribe, send a blank email to: 
TAU-Daily-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Franciscan Supplies and Resources 

St. Mary's Documents

St. Mary's Webpage - share with those wanting to know more about us.

Documents for the faithful - includes templates for invites and bulletin
posts, materials for memorial services and wakes, Historical documents
and photos, and all the prayers we use in our Gatherings.

Regular Meeting Notes - minutes to our meetings.

 
Queen of Peace Region Secular Franciscan Order  

Secular Franciscan Order USA 
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National Fraternity of Secular Franciscans 

Smoky Valley Printing 
Box 189 
Lindsborg KS 67456
Tel: 785-227-2364 
Printable order form from internet (no on-line ordering) : 
https:/www.pdfiller.com 

On-line stores: 
thefranciscanstore.org 
cfpholyangels.com 
catholiccompany.com 
franciscanresources.com (Minnesota)

Copyright © 2022 Order of Franciscan Seculars, All rights reserved.  

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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