
 

OCTOBER 2022 

Minister’s Message 
Brothers and Sisters, 

Secular Franciscans live the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in fraternal communion. We have a 

specific way of being in the world, and a specific way of being together. This fraternal communion is a 

constitutive element of our vocation.  (Queen of Peace Regional Webpage) 

“Fidelity to their own charism, Franciscan and secular, and the witness of building fraternity sincerely 

and openly are their principal services to the Church, which is the community of love. They should be 

recognized in it by their ‘being’ from which their mission springs.” (General Constitutions, Art. 100.3) 

Keep in mind that our Franciscan charism is a gift that is meant to be shared with the wider 

Church. (Click on this link to read more about it.) 

 

As you probably noticed at our last gathering, we changed up the questions we use to engage 

with the Gospel. While the expectation for Ongoing Formation is to read the materials and have 

written reflections to share; the Gospel to Life is a time of personal reflection and contemplation... 

always from the perspective of our own Franciscan Charism.  This is very different than Bible Study 

or Prayer Groups you may belong to.  

 

As Franciscans, we live and work in the world but are not of this world. Our time in fraternity helps me 

heal, recharge, and renew my effort to live Gospel to Life and Life to Gospel.  The struggle is real 

some days.  I feel blessed to be a part of our beautiful growing fraternity. I hunger for that time 

together. It helps me get back on track...which is hard when we are surrounded by the challenges of 

the secular world. Thank you for all you are and all you bring to Gathering.   ~ Brenda Schmitt, OFS 

  
Log onto 

https://tinyurl.com/CFFranciscan 
Password:  1234 

(You can also phone into the meeting by calling 646-876-9923.) 
 

Virtual Etiquette: 
- Mute when you are not speaking. 
- Say your name before speaking in case your voice is not recognized by all. 
- Indicate you are done speaking so the next person won't talk over you. 
  

I look forward to seeing you at 12:30 on OCTOBER 9, 
at St. Patrick, 705 Main St., in Cedar Falls.  

  
                            Pax   ~ Brenda Schmitt, OFS 
 

https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/2022/09/05/fraternity-life-fraternity-our-secular-franciscan-witness/
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/2022/09/05/fraternity-life-fraternity-our-secular-franciscan-witness/
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/2022/09/05/fraternity-life-fraternity-our-secular-franciscan-witness/


 
 
Secretary's Notes 

 

Do you have photos of past events and gatherings.  We 

would love to add them to our collection of historical 

documents.  

e-mail photos to:  

stmarysfranciscans@gmail.com.  

 

Can you help identify the individuals in this photo? 

 

Katie Williams, OFS 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Fraternity  
Sunday, October 2, 2022 

St. Patrick, Cedar Falls 
Agenda 

12:00   Gather / Pot Luck / Welcome Visitors  
12:30   Opening Prayer 
            Gospel to Life  
                 Prayer to the Holy Spirit  
                 Gospel Reading - Tom 
                 Lead Discussion - Anthony 
12:50      Necessary Business 
                  Treasurer's Report 
                  Common Fund Prayer 
1:00        Retreat 
              
2:00      Prayer for the Sick  
             Memorare  
             Vocation Prayer 
             Closing Prayer 
             Final Blessing 
 

Calendar of Events 

October 4 / Birthday - Melody Taninies 
October 5 / Birthday - Sue May 
October 30 / Birthday - Thomas Schoellen 
October 9 - Gathering - St. Patrick's, Cedar Falls, 12:30 
         -  Transitus of St. Francis 
         - Retreat 
          Apostolate - Baby Shower (for Pregnancy Centers) 
November  6 - Gathering - St. Mary's, Greene, Noon 
         -  Denise's Profession 

mailto:stmarysfranciscans@gmail.com


 
 

         -  Apostolate - Canned Fruits or Vegetables Rockford foodbank collection 
December 4 - Gathering - St. Patrick's, Cedar Falls 12:30 
         - Christmas Celebration 
         - Gift Collection for Cedar Falls family 
 
Remember: 

• REMEMBER to send Brenda your Elevator Speech 
• Pray for your secret-prayer-partner.     
• Bring items for BABY SHOWER 
• Join us for the Crown Rosary on Wed. evenings at 

8:00 PM on ZOOM... https://tinyurl.com/CFFranciscan...Password: 1234 

Check out the Franciscan Feast Days for September at https://www.roman-catholic-

saints.com/october-franciscan-calendar.html  

 

 

Why am I a Secular Franciscan? 

 

 

I knew I had the Franciscan charism because of the kinds of work and activities that brought 

me peace and joy.  What I was missing was the fraternity. The time spent in community with 

St. Mary's Secular Franciscan Fraternity multiplies my peace and joy. ~Brenda Schmitt OFS 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Partners 
 

Tony prays for Darlene 
Barbara B prays for Mary Ann 
Barb S prays for Jill 
Brenda prays for Julia 
Charles prays for Tom 
Craig prays for Terry 
Denise prays for Sue 
Dolores prays for Penny 
Fran prays for Melody 
Hazel prays for Maria 
Jim prays for Katie 
Josephine prays for Katherine 
Julie prays for Tony 

Katherine prays for Barbara B 
Maria prays for Barb S 
Melody prays for Brenda 
Penny prays for Charles 
Sue prays for Craig 
Terry prays for Denise 
Tom prays for Dolores 
Julia prays for Fran 
Jill prays for Hazel 
Mary Ann prays for Jim 
Darlene prays for Josephine 
Katie prays for Julie 

 
 

 

https://tinyurl.com/CFFranciscan
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/june-franciscan-calendar.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/june-franciscan-calendar.html


 
 

Prayers Requests and Praise Reports 

• For more vocations to the OFS and other Franciscan Orders 
• For Adam Love 
• For John Suter 
• Thanks for recovery from COVID 
• For respect for all life 
• For the end of wars 
• For peace 
• Thanks for Rudd's recovery from the tornado on December 8 
• For the conversion of sinners 
• For all Secular Franciscans, living and dead 
• For Sean Flahrety 
• Thanks for the spiritual support during the death of a father 
• For the success of KMMK's Fall Fundraising Banquet 
• For Brother Bob 
• For openness to Catholic teachings and faith 
• Thanks for all creation 
• For deliverance from occult practices 
• For Miko and Dick 
• For Joyce Roche 
• Thanks that I may be part of and serve the Franciscan community 
• For the safety of children going back to school 
• For family returning to the church 
• For all those who are remembering 9/11 
• Thanks for my recovery from a fall 
• For the spiritual growth of all our children 
• For the health of our families 
• For Katherine and Dolores and all those who could not be will us 
• Thanks for our good health 
• For the people of Ukraine 
• For those intentions kept in the silent of our hearts 

 
A Message from Melody Taninies, OFS 
Spiritual Assistant 

 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
What a wonderful gathering we had this past Sunday in Gilbertville. So many happy faces 
were seated around the table for sharing and dialogue. A few from the southern geographical 
part of our fraternity were with us again and a some of our guests from previous meetings 
returned. Having missed the August meeting due to Covid, I was happy to see a few new faces 
as well. 
The gathering was extra special in that we had a chance to do two things: All members 
professed five or more years recited a Renewal of Commitment and we honored fifteen 
deceased members through lighting a candle for each one during our Memorial Service. They 
had led the way for us in fraternal life and encourage us even now to keep the spirit of St. 
Francis alive in our hearts by the way we live each day. 
Rule #19 in Chapter II, The Way of Life states: “Mindful that they are bearers of peace which 
must be built up unceasingly, they should seek out ways of unity and fraternal harmony 



 
 

through dialogue, trusting in the presence of the divine seed in everyone and in the 
transforming power of love and pardon. Messengers of perfect joy in every circumstance, they 
should strive to bring joy and hope to others. Since they are immersed in the resurrection of 
Christ, which gives true meaning to Sister Death, let them serenely tend toward the ultimate 
encounter with the Father.”  
Having experienced the fun and joy we shared together, imagine what it was like for me in 
Phoenix with an additional 600+ Secular Franciscans. Hear the roar of applause as our 
National Minister, Jan Parks, officially opened the 20th Quinquennial Congress. It was no less 
exciting than the announcement of the opening of the Summer / Winter Olympics or when a 
new Pope is announced ‘Habemus papam’ ('We have a pope').  Our presence in the city could 
not be ignored as we filled the sidewalks from the hotel to mass each day at St. Mary’s 
Basilica. The Franciscan Friars have staffed the church since 1895. They were so excited to 
celebrate Eucharist for us as we literally filled the church and raised the roof by our prayers 
and singing. 
In various sessions throughout the days we had an opportunity to hear/see what many of the 
350,000 Secular Franciscans around the world are doing. [FYI there are 11,000 of us in the 
US.] Our first keynote speaker, Fr. David Courtier, OFM Cap, gave an introduction to Francis’ 
writings through the earlier rule. Francis felt the only way to fix the world was to eliminate 
domination and deprivation so as to live with trust and create authentic community. 
Unfortunately because of Covid and Black Lives Matter, the goal to live and flourish was 
derailed by racism, sexual harassment and unfair economy. Fr. David asked us “what kind of 
world are we building?” God wants a world different than what we’ve created. He wants us to 
imagine and create another world. So what are we working to overcome the damage done?? 
The need to rebuild trust in our country is monumental. In so many ways over the last couple 
years we’ve lost trust in our institutions, our government, our military, our employers, our police 
and even in one another (generalization). Fr. David said social trust is essential in rebuilding 
our world and our Church. In order to fix the damage, he encouraged Secular Franciscans to 
be the catalyst for change. It is our time to show who we are and what we stand for; to be a 
movement in America that puts caring first. He put this question to all of us in the room, “What 
are some of the things we can do?” Included here are the answers from those in attendance. 
1. Call people by name. 
2. Smile. 
3. Pay it forward 
4. Acts of kindness. 
5. Allow people to see our faith. 
6. Wear our Tau. 
7. Have an elevator speech. 
8. Be visible. 
It won’t be without challenges that we set out to try and make a difference. We will run into 
negative encounters or observe negative situations. We will have physical limitations. But even 
if we do, we must carry on and not lose our enthusiasm. We will likely have to pray through the 
setbacks. We will have to be learn to trust again. God is the infinite community of trust and we 
know that with God, all things are possible. With humility, patience and generosity we can build 
a better world right where we are . . . in our homes, at work, in our civic activities and even in 
the grocery store or at the gym. Every little effort can make a difference so . . . 
 
LET’S GET BUSY!!!!! 

 
 
 



 
 

Have you subscribed yet?   

SUBSCRIBE TO THE TAU DAILY EMAIL LIST 

Receive a daily email featuring, in rotation, the Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order, the 

Admonitions of St. Francis, an article from the OFS General Constitutions, / OFS USA National 

Statutes, Franciscan quote, and a Franciscan saint of the day. This is not a discussion list. 

To subscribe, send a blank email to: 

TAU-Daily-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

 

Franciscan Supplies and Resources 

 

St. Mary's Documents 

• St. Mary's Webpage - share with those wanting to know more about us. 

• Documents for the faithful - includes templates for invites and bulletin posts, materials for 
memorial services and wakes, Historical documents and photos, and all the prayers we use in 
our Gatherings. 

• Regular Meeting Notes - minutes to our meetings. 
• Past Newsletters - bottom of right hand column. 

  
Queen of Peace Region Secular Franciscan Order  
 
Secular Franciscan Order USA 
 
National Fraternity of Secular Franciscans 
 
 
Smoky Valley Printing 
Box 189 
Lindsborg KS 67456 
Tel: 785-227-2364 
Printable order form from internet (no on-line ordering) : 
https:/www.pdfiller.com 
 
On-line stores: 
thefranciscanstore.org 
cfpholyangels.com 
catholiccompany.com 
franciscanresources.com (Minnesota) 
 

https://sites.google.com/view/st-marys-franciscans/home
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1T9pSHea0Mb1cQEaLpXaBjCn9tJ3ylyaE?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15HEDpEogKjwCZh1Llp--FO3eQedv2Ypz?usp=sharing
https://queenofpeaceregion.org/waterloo-st-mary-fraternity
https://queenofpeaceregion.org/
https://queenofpeaceregion.org/
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/
http://www.pdfiller.com/
http://thefranciscanstore.org/
http://cfpholyangels.com/
http://catholiccompany.com/
http://franciscanresources.com/

