




Prelude – Es ist ein' Ros' entrsprungen (Behold, a rose is blooming), Johannes Brahmns  

INTRODUCTORY RITES  

Entrance Hymn – City of God, Jerusalem             Please stand 

Invocation 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Penitential Act—see next page 



I will hear what God proclaims; 
   the LORD—for he proclaims peace to his 
   people. 
Near indeed is his salvation  
   to those who fear him, 
glory dwelling in our land. R.  

Kindness and truth shall meet;  
   justice and peace shall kiss. 
Truth shall spring out of the earth,  
  and justice shall look down from heaven. R.  

The LORD himself will give his benefits; 

   our land shall yield its increase. 

Justice shall walk before him, 

   and prepare the way of his steps. R. 

Collect 
Please sit 

THE LITURGY of the WORD 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word—Teach Me Your Ways O Lord, Stevens/Henderson (9:00) 

First Reading – Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 

Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to 

her that her service is at an end, her guilt is expiated; indeed, she has received from the hand of the 

LORD double for all her sins. A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the way of the LORD! Make 

straight in the wasteland a highway for our God! Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and 

hill shall be made low; the rugged land shall be made a plain, the rough country, a broad valley.  

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together; for the mouth of 

the LORD has spoken. Go up on to a high mountain, Zion, herald of glad tidings; cry out at the top 

of your voice, Jerusalem, herald of good news! Fear not to cry out and say to the cities of Judah: 

Here is your God! Here comes with power the Lord GOD, who rules by his strong arm; here is his 

reward with him, his recompense before him. Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms he 

gathers the lambs, carrying them in his bosom, and leading the ewes with care.  

Responsorial Psalm –Psalm 85:9-14  

Penitential Act 

Kyrie, Roman Missal, arr. Carbonell 



Second Reading – 2 Peter 3:8-14 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years and a 
thousand years like one day. The Lord does not delay his promise, as some regard “delay,” but he is 
patient with you, not wishing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. But the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a mighty roar and 
the elements will be dissolved by fire, and the earth and everything done on it will be found out. 
Since everything is to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be, conducting 
yourselves in holiness and devotion, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be dissolved in flames and the elements melted by fire. But 
according to his promise we await new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  
Therefore, beloved, since you await these things, be eager to be found without spot or blemish 
before him, at peace. 

Gospel Alleluia – Luke 3:4, 6                     Please stand  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

Creator of heaven and earth,  

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

Was crucified, died and was buried;  

he descended into hell;  

on the third day he rose again from the dead;  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty;  

from there he will come to judge  

the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and life everlasting. Amen.      

 Verse:  Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 

   All flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

Gospel – Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare 

your way. A voice of one crying out in the desert: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.”  

John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. People of the whole Judean countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to 

him and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins. John was 

clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. He fed on locusts and wild honey. And 

this is what he proclaimed: “One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop and 

loosen the thongs of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.” 

Homily                                                  Please sit 

Apostles’ Creed                 Please stand 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Announcements                           Please sit 



Please kneel 

Mystery of Faith —Mass of St Theresa, Covington    

Great Amen—chant                   
Please stand 

THE COMMUNION RITE 
Lord’s Prayer                       

Sign of Peace  

Lamb of God—Agnus Dei, Vatican Edition XVIII  

THE LITURGY of the EUCHARIST  

Offertory Anthem Come Lord, Maranatha, Ricky Manalo (Sat, 5 PM ) 

   The Peace to Come, Karen Marolli (Sun, 9 AM)  

   In the Stillness, Arlen Clarke (Sun, 11 AM)  

Prayer over the Offerings 

Invitation to Prayer                                  Please stand 

Holy, Holy, Holy —Sanctus, Vatican Edition XVIII , arr. Francisco Carbonell 



Communion Hymn–My Soul in Stillness Waits (Sat, 5 PM and Sun, 9 AM)  

Please kneel 

Communion Antiphon—St. Meinrad Communion Antiphon, Columba Kelly, OSB   



Antiphons—Text: Psalm texts from The Revised Grail Psalms © 2010, Conception Abbey/The Grail, administered by GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission.  Music: Antiphon and Congregational 
Refrain settings by Columba Kelly, OSB, Saint Meinrad Archabbey © 2012, 2014; Psalm tones © 1973, 1993, Saint Meinrad Archabbey. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.  Eucharistic acclamations taken from Mass for St. 
Theresa, Covington.  All other music in this worship aid is reprinted with permission under the following license: OneLicense.net #A-702171 

Blessing and Dismissal  

Organ Postlude – Divinum Mysterium, Richard Purvis 

Choral Anthem Jerusalem Arise, Brian Luckner (Sun, 11 AM)  

Prayer after Communion                Please stand 

THE CONCLUDING RITES 

Hymn of Thanksgiving – A Morning Star Draws Near the Earth 



 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DAILY READINGS AND  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Saturday, December 9 
Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
Is 30:19-21, 23-26       Ps 147:1-6       Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
5:00 PM..…………………………………..…………Lewis Cutter  

Sunday, December 10 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Is 40:1-5, 9-11       Ps 85:9-14       2 Pt 3:8-14       Mk 1:1-8 
7:30 AM………….……………..………Msgr. Victor Goertz † 
9 :00AM…….…………………….Mike Jorissen, Lisa Pessler † 
11:00 AM……..Parishioners of St. Theresa Catholic Church 
 
Monday, December 11 
Saint Damasus I, Pope 
Is 35:1-10       Ps 85:9ab, 10-14       Lk 5:17-26 
11:30 AM….Walter & Emily Tacquard, Msgr. Victor Goertz † 

Tuesday, December 12 
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
Zec 2:14-17       (Ps) Jdt 13:18bc,19       Lk 1:26-38 
11:30 AM………......Gianna Blanchard, Msgr. Victor Goertz † 

Wednesday, December 13 
Saint Lucy, Virgin, Martyr 
2 Cor 10:17-11:2       Ps 31:3c-4, 6, 8ab, 16bc, 17       Mt 25:1-13 
11:30 AM..…….…Toni Conroy †, Dcn. Doots & Dee Dufour 

Thursday, December 14 
Saint John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor of the Church 
1 Cor 2:1-10a       Ps 37:3-6, 30-31       Lk 14:25-33 
11:30 AM………..…Trey & Lacey Chote, Barbara Dewhurst †  

Friday, December 15 
Is 48:17-19       Ps 1:1-4, 6       Mt 11:16-19 
11:30 AM.…..…………………………Colette Conlan, Eric Burns 
 
Saturday, December 16 
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11       Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19       Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
5:00 PM..…………....…Michael Calnan, Barbara Hohensee †  

Sunday, December 17 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11       (Ps) Lk 1:46-50, 53-54       1 Thes 5:16-24       
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 
7:30 AM………….……………..………..…..……..Leticia Giraldo † 
9 :00AM…….…..…………Fr. Larry Covington, Fr. Barry Cuba 
11:00 AM……..Parishioners of St. Theresa Catholic Church 
 



ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
STORY OF HOPE:   
ALYSSA’S STORY 
 

Only 22 years old, Alyssa is a single mom 
raising a newborn and a 1-year-old. She saved enough 
money to take an unpaid 3-month maternity leave but 
needed help with October rent, so she contacted SVDP. 
Alyssa earned too little to stay at her apartment, and 
there was little hope for assistance from her ex-partner 
or her family. Exploring options, we reviewed a family 
budgeting form with Alyssa, which she used to develop 
her plan for a sustainable future – first, connecting with 
another single mom to share rent and childcare. To 
supplement our contribution towards Alyssa’s rent, we 
turned to Twinning, a resource-sharing program 
established at the SVDP National level, which builds 
support between the SVDP Conferences (volunteer 
groups) of approximately 30 Catholic churches in the 
Diocese of Austin. When we paid Alyssa’s October rent, 
she went forward confidently and started a higher-
paying job, further securing her financial stability. Your 
support of our Parish’s SVDP ministry allowed Alyssa to 
avoid eviction and develop a plan for a sustainable life.  
 
There is a 2nd collection for St. Vincent De Paul on the 
first Sunday of each month. Thank you for your support!  

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

MOTHERS OF 
YOUNG CHILDREN 
Friday, December 15, 8:30 AM
– 10:00 AM, Nursery 
Calling all mamas of littles! 
Mothers of Young Children is 
a ministry for you. We meet 
on Fridays in the Family 
Center Nursery. This group 

is for moms with babies or preschoolers, or mothers to 
come by themselves The structure is flex and flow with 
arrival and departure time between 8:30-10:00 AM. 
Questions? Email alicebolander@gmail.com 

GRATITUDE 
 
As we come to the end of 2023, we would like to thank 
you for your generous gifts of time, talent, and treasure 
that have supported the ministries and mission of St. 
Theresa.  The love shown through financial support is 
very much appreciated. 
 
Many parishioners continue to ask how they can help 
our parish as the year comes to a close.  Advent is the 
perfect time to give a gift in honor of Christ’s 
birth!  Beyond the tax deduction, your decision to share 
your treasure before December 31st, builds and 
strengthens the church as we move forward.  Please 
connect with the Stewardship Office if you have any 
questions about IRA tax distributions, planned gifts, or 
end of year stock gifts to ensure you finish the year 
doing all you can to impactfully prepare your parish 
community for the new year. 
  
School Advisory Board Nominations 
The St. Theresa Catholic School Advisory Board seeks 3 
new members from the parish (non-school parents) to 
provide strategic counsel to the board.  
Of particular interest and need are parishioners that 
have experience in: 
• Advancement/Strategic Development 
• Marketing/Communications/Sales 
• Non-profit Sector/Executive Director 
If you would like to nominate someone from our parish 
or self-nominate, please email Board Chair, Ramsey 
Abarca ra@ramseyabarca.com with your contact 
information.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 

STEWARDSHIP 

KC | HOLIDAY NUT SALE 
Weekends of 12/9 and 12/16 
Would you like some fresh pecans for 
your holiday baking? How about 
some delicious chocolate goodies to 
gift? The Knights of Columbus will be selling locally-
grown nuts from San Saba, Texas for holiday cooking 
and presents after Masses on the weekends of 
December 9-10 and 16-17. Please support our Knights of 
Columbus and their local charities! 



QUIZ BOWL 
Did you know STCS has a Quiz Bowl team? Quiz Bowl is a 
game in which two teams compete head-to-head to 
answer questions from all areas of knowledge. It's fun. It's 
challenging. It's fast-paced. Six of our 8th-grade students 
competed against other private schools in Dallas this Fall. 
They had a blast winning some tough matches! 

 
Today is Uniform Sunday! We invite you to speak to any of 
the St. Theresa Catholic School students in uniform about 
our school community. 
 
 

 
 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

YOUNG ADULT MISSION 
December 11-15, Schoenstatt Shrine,  
AUSTIN CARITAS, a five-day mission in Austin 
organized by the Schoenstatt Movement of Austin 
and by UT students, will be held Dec. 11-15 in Austin. 
The mission collaborates with local charities in the 
city, serving the homeless, visiting the elderly and 
families in need, and hosting community events. The 
week will include opportunities for small group 
community activities, Mass, Adoration, and spiritual 
formation. Anyone between the ages of 18-24 is 
welcome to join the mission. It's organized by 
Catholics, but all are welcome! To register go 
to http://www.austincaritas.com/. 

St. Theresa Catholic School is a 2023 
National Blue Ribbon awardee, serving 

students PK-3 through 8th grade. For more 
information about our school, please reach 

out to Susie Thompson in Admissions 
at sthompson@st-theresa.org or visit  

www.st-theresa.org. 

MUSIC  

LIKE SINGING CHRISTMAS CAROLS? 
Wednesdays during Advent, 6:00 PM, Family Center 
Like singing Christmas Carols? Singing is the best way 
to spread Christmas cheer, after all! We invite you to 
join the Pew Choir in the Family Center on Wednesdays 
at 6:00 PM this Advent. We will be focusing on music 
for the season and brushing off the caroling cobwebs. 
All are welcome to improve your singing voice during 
this season of joy! Come sing with us! See you 
Wednesday! No RSVP is needed.  

http://www.austincaritas.com/
mailto:sthompson@st-theresa.org
http://www.sttheresa.org/




KIDS CORNER FROM THE DIOCESE 



     Saint Theresa Catholic Church 
     4311 Small Drive, Austin, TX 78731 
     (512) 451-5121    www.st-theresa.org 
 

Clergy 
Pastor:   Reverend Larry Covington 
 larry-covington@st-theresa.org 
 
Associate Pastor: Reverend Barry Cuba 
 barry-cuba@st-theresa.org 
 
Deacons: 
  Tony Pynes, deaconpynes@gmail.com 
  Keith Carter, keith-carter@st-theresa.org 
  Peter Barger, peter-barger@st-theresa.org 
 
Administration 
Chief Operating Officer: 
 Chris Treadaway, x1071 
        chris-treadaway@st-theresa.org 
 
Chief Stewardship Officer: 
  Andrea Bizzanelli x 1041 
  abizzanelli@st-theresa.org 
  
Finance Officer: 
 Lisa McAdams, x1014 
 lisa-mcadams@st-theresa.org 
 
Business Office Assistant: 
 Geneva Moore, x 1003 
 geneva@st-theresa.org 

Parish Secretary/Scheduling: 
 Donna Henderson, x1002 
 donna-henderson@st-theresa.org 
 
Pastor Administrative Assistant: 
 Kari Cruz, x1006 
 kari-cruz@st-theresa.org 
 
Director of Liturgy: 
 J.D. McQueen II, x1031 
 jd-mcqueen@st-theresa.org 
 
Director of Music Ministry: 
 H. Morris Stevens, Jr., PhD, x1004 
 morris-stevens@st-theresa.org 
 
Associate Director of Music & Organist:  
 Vincent Pham, x1020 
                       vincent-pham@st-theresa.org 
 
Facilities Manager:  
 Shawn Dennis, x1101 
 shawn-dennis@st-theresa.org 
 
Communications  Manager:  
 Mary Beth Hubik, x1009 
                      communications@st-theresa.org 

Communications Designer:  
 Leigh Thering, x1009 
                      communications@st-theresa.org 
 
Faith Formation 
Director of Evangelization and Catechesis: 
 Amy Allert  x1008 
 amy-allert@st-theresa.org 
 
Director of  Catechesis: 
 Christine Chow, x1104 
 christine-chow@st-theresa.org 
 
Sacrament Coordinator: 
                       James Gonzales 
                       james-gonzales@st-theresa.org 
 
School 
Principal:  Brian Wheeler 
                       bwheeler@st-theresa.org 
 
Admissions:  Susie Thompson 
                            sthompson@st-theresa.org 
 
Communications Manager: Maureen Addison 
                            communications@st-theresa.org 
 


