




Prelude – In dulci jubilo, BuxWV 197, (In Sweet Rejoicing), Dietrich Buxtehude 

INTRODUCTORY RITES  

Entrance Hymn—On Jordan’s Bank             Please stand 

Collect 
Please sit 

Invocation 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Penitential Act 

Kyrie, Roman Missal, arr. Carbonell 



THE LITURGY of the WORD 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word—Teach Me Your Ways O Lord, Stevens/Henderson (9:00) 

Second Reading – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for 

you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophetic utterances. Test everything; 

retain what is good. Refrain from every kind of evil. May the God of peace make you perfectly holy 

and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will also accomplish it.  

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked upon his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
R.  

The Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him 
in every generation. R. 

He has filled the hungry with good things,  

and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, R. 

First Reading – Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring 

glad tidings to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to 

the prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the LORD and a day of vindication by our God.   

I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul; for he has clothed me with a robe of 

salvation and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem, like a 

bride bedecked with her jewels. As the earth brings forth its plants, and a garden makes its growth 

spring up, so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise spring up before all the nations.  

Responsorial Psalm – Lk 1:46-50, 53-54 



I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  
   maker of heaven and earth,  
   of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
   the Only Begotten Son of God, 
   born of the Father before all ages.  
God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  

For us men and for our salvation he came  
down from heaven,   

(All bow for the following words)   
and by the Holy Spirit 
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius  
Pilate,  

   he suffered death and was buried,  

   and rose again on the third day 
   in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven  
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  

   the living and the dead  
   and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is adored and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins  
    and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 Verse:  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me 

   to bring glad tidings to the poor. 

Gospel – John 1:6-8, 19-28 

A man named John was sent from God.  He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all 

might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to testify to the light. And this is the 

testimony of John. When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him to ask him, “Who 

are you?” He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, “I am not the Christ.” So they asked him, 

“What are you then? Are you Elijah?” And he said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” He 

answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us? 

What do you have to say for yourself?” He said: “I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘make 

straight the way of the Lord,’” as Isaiah the prophet said.” Some Pharisees were also sent. They asked 

him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?” John answered 

them, “I baptize with water; but there is one among you whom you do not recognize, the one who is 

coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.” This happened in Bethany across the 

Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

Homily                                                  Please sit 

Apostles’ Creed                 Please stand 

The Prayer of the Faithful 

Announcements                           Please sit 

Gospel Alleluia – Is 61:1 (Luke 4:18)                    Please stand  



Please kneel 

Mystery of Faith —Mass of St Theresa, Covington    

Great Amen—chant                   
Please stand 

THE LITURGY of the EUCHARIST  

Offertory Anthem The Peace to Come, Karen Marolli (Sat, 5 PM)  

   Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain, Carolyn Jennings (Sun, 9 AM)  

   My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord, Michael Praetorious (Sun, 11 AM)  

Prayer over the Offerings 

Invitation to Prayer                                  Please stand 

Holy, Holy, Holy —Sanctus, Vatican Edition XVIII  

THE COMMUNION RITE 
Lord’s Prayer                       

Sign of Peace  



Communion Antiphon—St. Meinrad Communion Antiphon, Columba Kelly, OSB   

Communion Hymn–The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (Sat, 5 PM and Sun, 9 AM)  

Please kneel 

Lamb of God—Agnus Dei, Vatican Edition XVIII  



Antiphons—Text: Psalm texts from The Revised Grail Psalms © 2010, Conception Abbey/The Grail, administered by GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission.  Music: Antiphon and Congregational 
Refrain settings by Columba Kelly, OSB, Saint Meinrad Archabbey © 2012, 2014; Psalm tones © 1973, 1993, Saint Meinrad Archabbey. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.  Eucharistic acclamations taken from Mass for St. 
Theresa, Covington.  All other music in this worship aid is reprinted with permission under the following license: OneLicense.net #A-702171 

Blessing and Dismissal  

Organ Postlude – Passacaglia in C minor BWV 582, J.S. Bach  

Choral Anthem Alma Redemptoris Mater, Gregorian chant (Sun, 11 AM)  

Prayer after Communion                Please stand 

THE CONCLUDING RITES 

Hymn of Thanksgiving – Come, Lord, and Tarry Not! 



 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DAILY READINGS AND  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Saturday, December 16 
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11       Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19       Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
5:00 PM..……………….Michael Calnan, Barbara Hohensee †  

Sunday, December 17 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11       (Ps) Lk 1:46-50, 53-54       1 Thes 5:16-24       
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 
7:30 AM………….………….………………..Leticia Giraldo † 
9 :00AM………………......Fr. Larry Covington, Fr. Barry Cuba 
11:00 AM……..…..Parishioners of St. Theresa Catholic Church 
 

Monday, December 18 
Jer 23:5-8       Ps 72:1-2, 12-13. 18-19       Mt 1:18-25 
11:30 AM………………..……..Cindy McLaren, Jack Charrin † 

Tuesday, December 19 
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a       Ps 71:3-6, 16-17       Lk 1:5-25 
11:30 AM………………......Dcn. Tony Pynes, Martha Holub † 

Wednesday, December 20 
Is 7:10-14       Ps 24:1-6       Lk 1:26-38 
11:30 AM..……………………….Melvin Driskill †, Kay Hayes 

Thursday, December 21 
Saint Peter Canisius, Priest, Doctor of the Church 
Sg 2:8-14       Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21       Lk 1:39-45 
11:30 AM……..Walter & Emily Tacquard, Timothy J. O’Neill †  

Friday, December 22 
1 Sm 1:24-28      (Ps) 1 Sm 2:1, 4-7, 8abcd       Lk 1:46-56 
11:30 AM.…..………Anna Marie Thompson †, Melissa Perez † 
 

Saturday, December 23 
Saint John of Kanty, Priest 
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24       Ps 25:4b-5b, 8-10, 14       Lk 1:57-66 
5:00 PM..…………………...Dora Gembinski, Duane Roffers †  

Sunday, December 24 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16       Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29        
Rom 16:25-27       Lk 1:26-38 
7:30 AM………….……………..……….…….....Joe Trochta †  
10:00 AM……..…..Parishioners of St. Theresa Catholic Church 
 

THE VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
Is 9:1-6       Ps 96:1-3, 11-13       Ti 2:11-14       Lk 2:1-14    
4:00 PM……………….…......Mary Lou Gwynn †, Teri Olsen †  
6:30 PM……….……...Neil Martin †, Caroline Pennant-Jones † 
 

Monday, December 25 
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
Is 52:7-10       Ps 98:1-6       Heb 1:1-6       Jn 1:1-5, 9-14  
12:00 AM……….Esperanza Perez †,  Caroline Pennant-Jones † 
10:00 AM……….…………….Melissa Perez †,  Robert Perez † 



KC | HOLIDAY NUT SALE 
Weekend of 12/16 Before and After Mass 
Would you like some fresh pecans for 
your holiday baking? How about some 
delicious chocolate goodies to gift? The 
Knights of Columbus will be selling 
locally-grown nuts from San Saba, Texas 
for holiday cooking and presents after 
Masses this weekend. Please support our 
Knights of Columbus and their local 
charities in this last weekend of their nut sale! 

LIKE SINGING 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS? 
Wednesday, 12/20, 6:00 PM,  
Family Center 
Like singing Christmas Carols? Singing is 
the best way to spread Christmas cheer, 
after all! We invite you to join the Pew 
Choir in the Family Center on 
Wednesdays at 6:00 PM this Advent. 
We will be focusing on music for the 

season and brushing off the caroling cobwebs. All are welcome to 
improve your singing voice during this season of joy! Come sing 
with us! See you Wednesday! No RSVP is needed.  

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

CONNECTIONS CHRISTMAS BREAK 
Please note that there will be no Tuesday 6:45 PM women’s 
Connections meeting for the rest of December to give our 
parish women time to do all of the Advent hustle and 
bustle! We will resume our meetings on Tuesday, January 
9 with a new study called Habits for Holiness by Fr. Mark-
Mary Ames. Please order a copy of the book and read 
Chapter One for this meeting! For more information, 
contact Francetherese101@gmail.com. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOLIDAY HOURS 
Friday, 12/22, week of 12/25 
Please note that the church office will be closed the 
afternoon of Friday, 12/22 and the week of 12/25-29. We 
hope our employees enjoy this period of rest with their 
families! Mass will still be celebrated during this time. 

CATALYST HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
December 20, 27, and January 3 
The men of Catalyst will be on holiday break the weeks of 
December 20, 27 and January 3. We will start the year with 
a new series from "The Science of Sainthood." Joining 80 
other Catholic men in fellowship is a great way to start 
2024! For more information about Catalyst, contact 
MenofCatalyst@gmail.com.  

NEWLYWED SOCIAL 
Friday, 1/19, 5:30-7:30 PM, Private Home 
Please join the marriage team from St. Theresa Church at a 
Newlywed Social!  Ongoing marriage enrichment is so 
important for couples who want to live a God-centered 
marriage.  This is an opportunity to meet some other 
newlyweds, have fellowship, cocktails/mocktails, 
appetizers, and enjoy some time reconnecting with your 
sponsor couple if you did your marriage preparation 
here. All are welcome; no matter where you were married! 
Please RSVP to Amy-Allert@st-theresa.org for address.  

NURSERY CLOSURES 
December 24th and 31st 
Please note that the Sunday Nursery for children will be 
closed on December 24th and 31st to allow our staff to 
spend time with their families. We will be back and ready to 
love on your little ones on January 7. 
 

WELCOMED IN BAPTISM 
 
 

God bless Ada Jo Anderson! 
 

MEET THE STAFF 



 
 
 

CHEER SQUAD 
STCS Middle School students (6th through 8th grade) make up 
our Cheerleading squad. This year's squad is the largest ever, 
with 40 members! These girls work hard to bring spirit to our 
school via pep rallies, special programs, spirit nights, classroom 
visits, and being excellent role models for the younger Tigers. 
We are so proud of their work and all they bring to our school. 
Go Tigers!  
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

GRATITUDE 
As we come to the end of 2023, we would like to thank you 
for your generous gifts of time, talent, and treasure that have 
supported the ministries and mission of St. Theresa. The love 
shown through financial support is very much appreciated. 
 
Many parishioners continue to ask how they can help our 
parish as the year comes to a close.  Advent is the perfect 
time to give a gift in honor of Christ’s birth!  Beyond the tax 
deduction, your decision to share your treasure before 
December 31st, builds and strengthens the church as we 
move forward.  Please connect with the Stewardship Office 
if you have any questions about IRA tax distributions, 
planned gifts, or end of year stock gifts to ensure you finish 
the year doing all you can to impactfully prepare your parish 
community for the new year. 
  

School Advisory Board 
Nominations 
The St. Theresa Catholic School Advisory Board seeks 3 new 
members from the parish (non-school parents) to provide 
strategic counsel to the board. Of particular interest and need 
are parishioners that have experience in: 

• Advancement/Strategic Development 

• Marketing/Communications/Sales 

• Non-profit Sector/Executive Director 
If you would like to nominate someone from our parish or 
self-nominate, please email Board Chair, Ramsey Abarca 
ra@ramseyabarca.com with your contact 
information.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 

                                    
                                Andrea Bizzanelli | Stewardship Office 

STEWARDSHIP 

ST. DOMENIC SAVIO VISITING 
OPPORTUNITIES 
January 12 & 26, 2024 (8:30 – 10:30 AM)  
April 12, 2024  (8:30 – 10:30 am) 
St. Dominic Savio Catholic High School is a co-education 
college preparatory school that offers an extensive 
curriculum to satisfy a variety of student academic and extra-
curricular interests. Prospective parents are invited to attend 
one of our Parent Information Sessions to learn more about 
our school, enjoy a student-led tour of our beautiful campus 
and hear about our admission process. To register for an 
information session and other visiting opportunities go to 
our website: saviochs.org or contact Holly Bologna, Director 
of Admissions at 512-388-8846 ext. 5504. 

St. Theresa Catholic School is a 2023 
National Blue Ribbon School, serving 

students PK-3 through 8th grade. For more 
information about our school, please reach 

out to Susie Thompson in Admissions at  
sthompson@st-theresa.org or visit  

www.st-theresa.org. 

REST IN ME RETREAT 
January 19-21, 2024 , Cedarbrake in Temple 
Rest in Me, a weekend retreat, will be offered Jan. 19-21 at 
Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in Temple. This retreat is a 
weekend of rest for moms/female caregivers of children with 
physical, mental, or intellectual disabilities and/or chronic 
medical issues. This weekend is a time for each caregiver to 
share and find strength in each other and God. Mass, adoration 
plus praise and worship will be part of the retreat. Cost: $225 
for a private room; $200 for a shared room; $100 for 
commuters. For more information, 

mailto:sthompson@st-theresa.org
http://www.sttheresa.org/




KIDS CORNER FROM THE DIOCESE 



     Saint Theresa Catholic Church 
     4311 Small Drive, Austin, TX 78731 
     (512) 451-5121    www.st-theresa.org 
 

Clergy 
Pastor:   Reverend Larry Covington 
 larry-covington@st-theresa.org 
 
Associate Pastor: Reverend Barry Cuba 
 barry-cuba@st-theresa.org 
 
Deacons: 
  Tony Pynes, deaconpynes@gmail.com 
  Keith Carter, keith-carter@st-theresa.org 
  Peter Barger, peter-barger@st-theresa.org 
 
Administration 
Chief Operating Officer: 
 Chris Treadaway, x1071 
        chris-treadaway@st-theresa.org 
 
Chief Stewardship Officer: 
  Andrea Bizzanelli x 1041 
  abizzanelli@st-theresa.org 
  
Finance Officer: 
 Lisa McAdams, x1014 
 lisa-mcadams@st-theresa.org 
 
Business Office Assistant: 
 Geneva Moore, x 1003 
 geneva@st-theresa.org 

Parish Secretary/Scheduling: 
 Donna Henderson, x1002 
 donna-henderson@st-theresa.org 
 
Pastor Administrative Assistant: 
 Kari Cruz, x1006 
 kari-cruz@st-theresa.org 
 
Director of Liturgy: 
 J.D. McQueen II, x1031 
 jd-mcqueen@st-theresa.org 
 
Director of Music Ministry: 
 H. Morris Stevens, Jr., PhD, x1004 
 morris-stevens@st-theresa.org 
 
Associate Director of Music & Organist:  
 Vincent Pham, x1020 
                       vincent-pham@st-theresa.org 
 
Facilities Manager:  
 Shawn Dennis, x1101 
 shawn-dennis@st-theresa.org 
 
Communications  Manager:  
 Mary Beth Hubik, x1009 
                      communications@st-theresa.org 

Communications Designer:  
 Leigh Thering, x1009 
                      communications@st-theresa.org 
 
Faith Formation 
Director of Evangelization and Catechesis: 
 Amy Allert  x1008 
 amy-allert@st-theresa.org 
 
Director of  Catechesis: 
 Christine Chow, x1104 
 christine-chow@st-theresa.org 
 
Sacrament Coordinator: 
                       James Gonzales 
                       james-gonzales@st-theresa.org 
 
School 
Principal:  Brian Wheeler 
                       bwheeler@st-theresa.org 
 
Admissions:  Susie Thompson 
                            sthompson@st-theresa.org 
 
Communications Manager: Maureen Addison 
                            communications@st-theresa.org 
 


