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My brothers and sisters in Christ,

I once met an elderly Baptist minister named Gordon Cosby who as young preacher in the late 1940s, set out to 
establish a church in the Columbia Heights area of D. C. which then as today is a mixed community with a significant 
number of people living on the edge. Cosby was convinced that it was not enough that believers just gathered 
together in a building one day a week for an hour, sing hymns and listen to a sermon. His vision was a church that 
transformed people into disciples of Christ. From the beginning, he preached and taught his congregation at The 
Church of the Savior to embody Christ in intentional and purposeful ways. His vision would never manifest itself in a 
large congregation. Even today membership in the Church of the Savior hovers around 400. With so few members you 
might wonder what impact they could have. Numbers, as it turns out, are not that important, discipleship is. Because 
of his vision and the willingness of a dedicated few who embraced a “mustard seed” faith, amazing things happened 
that continue today. In addition to the Jubilee Worship Center and offices, there is a job center, a hospital and hospice 
for the homeless, a center for latchkey children where the church partners with volunteers from the Smithsonian, the 
National Ballet, the National Symphony, and the National Opera to offer children a place to go who otherwise would 
have no experience of such, after school and encounter dance, singing, art and drama. There is also The Potter’s 
House, a coffee-house/restaurant/bookstore where the lunch crowd includes locals as well as politicians from Capitol 
Hill. There are no prices on the menu; you pay what you think lunch is worth to you. After 1:00 the food is free to the 
homeless community.  

Fr. Larry Covington
PASTOR

“Once they 
accepted the 
magnitude of 
what God in 

Christ had done 
for them, how 
could they not 
offer such a 

small percentage 
to the work of 
the kingdom!”

Dr. Gordon Cosby 

This is just a small sampling of the kinds of ministries this church offers because its members caught a vision of what 
can happen when they turn their lives over to God through stewardship of what God has handed over to them. Their 
membership requirements are specific. Apart from worship, congregants give several hours each week in ministry and 
maintain a tithe of 10% of their gross income to the church. And this is just the beginning. Every able-bodied person 
is expected to evangelize…to reach out to the community at large to spread the good news of Christ’s love and his 
offer of salvation. Every adult member has a mentor within the congregation and because of the structure of close-knit 
small groups no one falls into the cracks. High accountability characterizes membership in this unique expression of 
the church. It is nothing short of amazing to see what a difference the Church of the Savior has made in that corner of 
the kingdom.

After returning to Texas, someone came up to me after Mass and asked what they needed to do to be a member of 
the church and I bit my lip. My instinct was to ask; “what is it you are looking for?” Meaning, are you interested in 
becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ giving your life over to him so that using you he can transform a culture of death 
into a community of life, love, and service? Instead I handed them a newcomer’s packet and later discovered that what 
they really wanted was to join the church so that they would not have to pay the out of parish fee to get married. 

It is a reminder that we are all on a journey toward the kingdom. We are just not all in the 
same place on the journey. Some of us have traveled a long way and we understand what 
discipleship living is about. I was talking with one of those yesterday who told me that they had 
been here every day the past week.  

Then there are those who are struggling to keep church somewhere on the agenda. They may have been here last 
week but may not make it back until next week. Most of us are somewhere in between. We are doing what we think 
is our best. But isn’t it true that belonging to a church is more than just saying you belong and jumping through 
ecclesiastical hoops as a way of paying on a religious insurance premium? Being a member of the Church is being a 
member of the Body of Christ. And every part of the body has a part to play in this model of the Church. In our society 
the greatest measure of personal stewardship commitment is how we give away money. Because we chose to give 
great power to money, money exercises great power over us. Even in our most generous moments when we are inspired 
to give magnanimously, that little voice starts shouting in our ear: “You better hold back, you never know when you will 
need that” and then we settle for less magnanimity.

When I asked Dr. Crosby how his church members react to the idea of a full tithe, giving the 
biblical 10%, he responded by saying that once they accepted the magnitude of what God in 
Christ had done for them, how could they not offer such a small percentage to the work of the 
kingdom! In other words, they give cheerfully. St. Paul’s words about cheerful giving are meant 
for all of us. This year, I am asking you to consider your response to the mission and ministry 
of this parish. Please pray over how you intend to respond to this important work in the coming 
year, and I thank all of you who generously make possible the many ministries of this parish. 

Grace and peace,

Fr. Larry



STEWARDSHIP IS LOVE IN ACTION
Your generous and active support allows us to make disciples through  
ministry including:
• the liturgy of the church and the sacraments
• religious education, adult formation and evangelization 
• More than 50 other ministries that support the mission of the parish

As you look over the chart on the back page, you will see these trends:
• After two years of a steady increase, offertory contributions  

dropped about seven percent beginning in the first quarter  
of fiscal year 2019 (August-September 2018).

• Frugal management of expenses allowed us to stay on budget in 
fiscal year 2019 to help offset the decline in offertory contributions.

• Continued scrutiny of spending on utilities, maintenance, 
professional services and other operating expenses, allowed 
additional funding to be directed to ministry and outreach  
including new programming and additional pastoral ministry staff. 

• Increased focus on cash management ensuring that outreach, 
ministries and programming are fully funded.

Thank you for putting your love of God in action by investing  
in the mission of St. Theresa Catholic Church.

Our mission is to make disciples for the 
Lord Jesus Christ and together in ministry 

for Him, advance the Kingdom of God.

“Making that 
decision to give 
back, it’s like 
thanking God.”

~ Chris Earthman

“We see the fruits of our gifts 
every day at St. Theresa.”

~ Sarah Fox 



FY17 FY18 FY19
Operating Revenues

Offertory Collections 2,234,341 2,249,594 2,091,713
Interest, Dividends & Royalties 2,452 3,678 5,873
Fees 875 510 2,600
Rental Income 2,700 3,700 455
Gifts, Bequests & Other Donations 9,055 5,853 3,500
Non-Assessable Income 398,262 373,524 242,168
Total Income 2,647,684 2,636,859 2,346,308

Operating Expenses
Salary & Wages 859,606 882,328 952,143
Employee Benefits 178,745 217,461 246,911
Employer Taxes 62,588 64,255 69,161
Professional Services 76,007 42,885 44,236
Insurance & Risk Management 99,450 106,269 107,120
Supplies & Other Services 232,726 169,895 118,691
Purchased Furniture & Equipment 7,427 31,358 34,856
Repairs & Maintenance 260,357 284,787 199,706
Utilities 247,708 230,151 123,694
School Subsidies 110,106 110,376 122,680
Diocesan Assessment 166,728 191,945 195,193
Interest Expense 28,365 23,972 21,974
Administrative Expense 67,438 55,435 26,090
Total Expense 2,397,251 2,411,117 2,262,456
Net Ordinary Income 250,433 225,741 83,853

Other Income
Other Income 73,642 124,735 276,455

Other Expense
Other Expense 83,665 199,401 326,479
Net Other Income -10,023 -74,667 -50,024
Net Income 240,410 151,075 33,828

Loans & Commitments as of June 30, 2019
Long Term Debt 278,629
Monthly Payments 4,448

St. Vincent De Paul Collection FY19
Second Collection 177,754

OUR FINANCES AT-A-GLANCE

Name  _________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Phone  _________________________________________________

Email  _________________________________________________

Envelope/ID No. ___________________________________________

My total annual offertory investment in St. Theresa parish in 2020 will be:  

$  ____________________________________________________

Payments will be made (circle one):
weekly  monthly  quarterly  annually

 By Check  Cash  Online at sttaustin.org/e-giving*
 Text to Give (Text: 512-710-0882)  
  Via stocks or mutual funds  (Please contact parish office) and visit 

sttaustin.org/stock-and-mutual-funds
 Employer Matching Gifts 
 Planned Gift (for will and estate planning please contact parish office)

Signature ________________________________ Date_________

*Please note that any changes to online contributions must be made by  
you personally, or you may contact Geneva in the parish office for any 
assistance with your contributions. 512–451–5121 x1003.  
Visit sttaustin.org/ways-to-give for more information on ways to give.

My Commitment To St. Theresa Catholic Church Please complete and return Nov. 9th or 10th

Your offertory pledge helps us create a parish budget and plan for future needs.

“For where your treasure is, there also  
will your heart be.” ~Matthew 6:21 

“St. Theresa has our heart, 
and the heart and the 
treasure go hand in hand.”

~ Kathleen Earthman


