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THE BAPTISM OF JESUS CHRIST, C  
By Fr. Moses Iyogwoya 
 
Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ. Prophecy 
had been absent from Israel for over four centuries. It was the general belief that 
with the coming of the Messiah, prophecy will once again be felt in Israel. So, when 
John the Baptist came into the scene, the feeling of expectancy was high. There 
were those who thought John was the Messiah. In fact, if he had told them, he was, 
they would have believed him. But true to his mission of preparing a way for the 
Messiah, John said, “I baptize you with water; but he who is mightier than I is 
coming, the thong of whose sandals, I am not worthy to untie… 
 
It was St. Maximus of Turin who said, “At Christmas, Jesus was born a man; today 
he is reborn sacramentally. Then he was born from the Virgin; today he is born in 
mystery. When He was born a man, his mother Mary held him close to her heart; 
when he is born in mystery, God the Father embraces him with his voice when he 
says: This is my Beloved Son in whom I am well pleased: listen to him. The mother 
caresses the tender Baby on her lap; The Father serves his Son by his loving 
testimony. The mother holds the child for the Magi to adore; The Father reveals 
that his Son is to be worshipped by all the nations.” There was this story about a 
minister doing baptizing by immersion for some adults: The first person to emerged 
from the water joyously exclaimed to the congregation, "Bless the Lord, O my soul." 
The next person said, "The Lord is my Shepherd." The third quoted, "Who can 
separate me from the love of Christ." the fourth one said joyously too, “I can do all 
things through Jesus Christ who strengthens me." The fifth person was a bit timid 
one with little knowledge of the Scripture. He was very nervous, but he felt he had 
to say something. As he came out of the water, he gave a wide grin to the 
congregation and exclaimed, "Merry Christmas, everybody." 
 
Indeed, Jesus meant it when he described baptism as a form of re-birth in his 
discussion with Nicodemus. By accepting to be baptized, Jesus himself was re-born. 
We can say that today is Jesus’ second birthday; the part two of Christmas Day. In 
the early time of the Church, people waited till old age to receive baptism because 
they feared that if they received it too early, they may not live by the promises it 
entails. They wanted baptism to be as close to death as possible. Today, our 
understanding of the sacrament of baptism has developed. We now baptize infants 
based on the faith of their parents and sponsors. However, it is sad to say that some 
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parents and some of us today treat baptism as a sort of tradition like immunization 
or vaccination. Some treat it as if it is a social gathering or family reunion. Once it 
is done, we forget completely about it, we neither live up to the promises nor 
educate our children on the full implication of having said “yes, I do” to those 
baptismal promises we profess on their behalf. I cannot say that I am surprised 
because many of us don’t reflect on our own baptism. There goes the saying “It is 
what you have you can give”. 
 
We celebrate the baptism of the Lord because it is from his baptism that the 
example and the essence of the gift of our own baptism flow. Baptism is more than 
a social event; it is a faith event. It is the beginning of our journey of faith, it is the 
gate of a new life, we cannot continue to remain at the gate, let us get up and move 
to the next level, arise and shine. We call it most precious gift, grace, bath or 
rebirth, anointing, enlightenment, garment of immortality, and seal. It is called gift 
because it is conferred on those who bring nothing of their own; grace because it 
is given to the sinner freely without merit; bath because it washes our sins; baptism 
because sin is buried in the water of rebirth; anointing because it configures us to 
Christ who is both priest and king; enlightenment because it radiates the light of 
Christ in us; clothing, since it veils our shame;  and seal as it is our guard and the 
sign of God's Lordship over our lives, St. Gregory of Nazianzus.  
 

We are told that as soon as Jesus had been baptized and was praying, the heaven 
was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form as a dove and 
a voice came from heaven, “You are my Beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
Does it occur to us that this is exactly what happened on the day of our baptism? 
In baptism, God became our Father. He takes us as his own children and showers 
his love upon us. No wonder we hear Isaiah saying: “Behold your God! Behold, the 
Lord GOD comes with might... he will feed his flock like a shepherd, he will gather 
the lambs in his arms, he will carry them in his bosom.”   
 
Since baptism makes us children of God, then we must live lives pleasing to God. In 
our second reading, we are told that, “the grace of God has appeared for the 
salvation of all people”. As a result, we must renounce irreligion and worldly 
passions and… live sober, upright and godly lives in this world. People of God, 
unmeritorious, we have received this most precious gift by which we have become 
children of God who are sealed by the Holy Spirit for eternal salvation. By baptism 
we are empowered to publicly reject Satan and all his ways. By baptism we have 
become part of a bigger family of saints here and in the world to come. We are told 
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that a way had to be prepared for the Lord, making a straight highway for God, all 
that does not befit God has to be done away with. God must reign in our hearts. 
When such is the case, then all will cry out with the psalmist “Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, O Lord my God, how great you are!” Our world needs the presence of God, 
this presence can be provided by you and me. There should not be a case of 
shouting “Lord, Lord and not doing the will of the Father” Matt 7:21-23. Our faith 
must be put into practice, bearing in mind the words of James: “Faith without good 
works is dead,” James 2:26.  
  
**Once upon a time, I met someone who told me: “Telling the truth and making 
someone cry, is better than telling a lie and making someone smile and happy.”** 


