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FIFTH SUNDAY OF YEAR C: THE GREAT CALL 
 
By Fr. Moses Iyogwoya 
 
The letter to the Hebrews tells us that the word of God is living and active. Without 
doubt we see that clearly in our readings today, they contain so many powerful 
lessons which cannot even be exhausted in one Sunday homily. The summary is the 
fact that God’s word is alive, powerful and active. We may feel at times that it does 
not make sense, but our survival, sustenance and progress in life depend entirely 
on our obedience to the word of God. God’s divine plan for us is not a coincidence. 
It did not just happen that Peter and his team failed that night to catch any fish. 
Neither was it a mere coincidence that Isaiah finds himself in the temple when he 
experienced a vision of heaven. Also, it was not a coincidence or accident that Paul 
was arrested on his way to Damascus to destroy Christianity. It is not a mere 
coincidence that any of us is here today or alive today, it is not an accident that we 
are born into our family. No, it is the divine plan of God, if we have a constant 
reflection in our daily life events, we will see the hand of God leading us. He calls 
us by our names because he loves us. 
 
The first reading presents Isaiah seeing a vision of God seated on the throne with 
angels saying to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts…” At this Isaiah 
confessed his unworthiness to behold the Lord on the throne in a vision. Isaiah was 
made cleansed, and a request is made for a messenger: “Whom shall I send and 
who will go for us?” Isaiah responded, “Here I am, send me.” We are similarly 
cleansed and sent on a mission every day of our lives; when we visit the sick, help 
the poor, proclaim the Good News, say a kind words to someone or a smile to the 
sorrowful, when we get involved in any act of love and when we spend quality time 
before the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. John Paul II, Teresa of Calcutta, Fulton J. 
Sheen and so many other saints spent at least one hour before the Blessed 
Sacrament daily. Their lives are testimony to all of us today to emulate.  
 
The second reading presents Paul’s confession of his unworthiness to proclaim the 
Good News because: “…I am least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle 
because I persecuted the Church of God.” Nevertheless, Paul became one of the 
greatest preachers of the Good News. 
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The Gospel reading gives us the calling of the four fishermen to become fishers of 
men. They had labored all night without making a catch. At the instruction of Jesus, 
Simon casted the net for a catch at a time when the water was not viable nor 
possible to catch fish. The result of their obedience to the command of Jesus was 
tremendous. The fishermen were overwhelmed with the enormous catch they 
made. Simon had to confess his sinfulness: “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man”. 
Then, the loving Lord told them that their level had changed. They graduated from 
catching fish in the water to catching human beings for the Kingdom that Jesus had 
come to establish. I state here with all amounts of confidence and certainty that 
nobody who has an encounter with Jesus can remain the same if she/he allows God 
to be in charge. 
 
Come to think of it, if we were Peter would we not have felt like it is a joke when 
Jesus said: “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” God’s words 
sometimes can come to us as a joke and most times we feel it is not possible, but 
“With God all things are possible” Matt 19:26. At times, it feels as if what God is 
asking of us is unreasonable and impossible. A priest once shared his experience 
with me that once he was addressing a group of youths and telling them the 
importance of virginity or chastity before marriage and all of them just burst into 
laughter. This is because we feel the Word of God is outdated and does not belong 
to our world anymore. We feel it is not for “normal people like us”. We need to 
trust like Peter and things will work out.  
 
I find this story very fascinating; it was about a mother in Nashville, Tennessee, who 
gave birth prematurely to a tiny baby girl. Shortly after her birth as if her present 
condition was not enough the baby caught pneumonia and then caught scarlet 
fever. Finally, she contracted polio. She was left one leg badly crippled, and her foot 
twisted inward. At the age of five, she hobbled about on metal braces while the 
other kids were running around and skipping rope. But, at the age of eleven, the 
disabled girl asked her little sister to stand and look outside for her parents for her 
while she practiced walking without the braces. She knew that the parents will be 
mad at her if they find out that she was walking around without the braces on. For 
a year she continued her secret walks. Afterward she started feeling guilty about it. 
She decided to tell her doctor what she had been doing. Though he was 
flabbergasted, the doctor agreed to let her continue but, only for short periods of 
time. Well, that short period was interpreted by the girl in her own way. As she 
practiced without her braces, she added periods of prayer. With her practice and 



3 
 

prayers, she eventually threw away her braces for good. At sixteen as she was 
walking without them, she started to run, and she qualified for the Olympics in 
Melbourne, Australia and won a bronze in the women’s 400-meter relay and four 
years later in 1960 in Rome, Wilma Rudolph became the first woman in history to 
win gold in track and field. When she came back, she had a private meeting with 
President Kennedy and was given the Sullivan Award and named the nation’s top 
amateur athlete.  
 
Many times, we take absolute control of our lives leaving no space for grace to work 
in our lives. We may have all the ideas, skills, and techniques but fruitfulness is the 
work of God. We have the plan, but God has the master plan. Let Jesus take the 
wheel, and he will take us to unknown places.  
 


