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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT, YEAR C 
By Fr. Moses Iyogwoya 
 
The first reading presents us with the call of Moses for a mission to lead the people 
of Israel into freedom from slavery in Egypt. God decided to change the status of 
the Israelites from slavery to freedom. The journey into freedom cannot be an easy 
one, but God made it possible. Slavery can be described as an act of man’s 
inhumanity to man. To be enslaved is to be reduced to the level of an object lacking 
the rights and privileges proper to every human being. To be enslaved is to be 
oppressed and afflicted. God himself felt for the people of Israel who were slaves 
to the Egyptians. The call of Moses and his mission tell a story of God who continues 
to reveal himself to humanity out of his love and mercy in order to free us from 
false security and to reveal his plans to us. God in mercy empowered Moses to go 
back to Egypt as a worthy instrument to deliver the Israelites. 
 
Our second reading tells us about the experience of the people in their journey to 
the Promise Land. Most of them were impatient with God and with Moses his 
servant. They grumbled against God and his servant. As a result of this, many of 
them did not reach the Promised Land. Paul teaches us here that sin by its very 
nature can be likened to a form of slavery. Just as the Israelites were afflicted and 
agonized by the Egyptian taskmasters, we are all afflicted if we allow sin to 
dominate our lives.  
 

The Gospel narrates those who took pride in their self-righteousness and so 
gossiped to Jesus about the Galileans who were murdered by Pilate. Jesus used the 
occasion to diffuse their self-righteous posture and to teach that the Galilean 
incident and the victims of the collapsed Tower of Siloam did not constitute a 
judgment on sin. He then cautioned them to repent because “all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God,” Rom 3:23. The Lord offered them the good news, 
assured them that just as the farmer gives a year grace period for the unfruitful fig 
tree to bear fruit, God had a reason to spare their lives, namely, to make room for 
their conversion and salvation. Sin is an affliction, a suffering, a detestable 
condition, something that makes us live lower than the dignity God desires for us. 
In fact, we see that sin is not only a form of slavery, but it is also a calamity and a 
disaster. 
 

The good news is that we are privileged people who serve a living God who cares, 
who loves us, a God who feels our pains, who understands our struggles and 
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challenges, a God who is ever ready to help us. We see that God did not abandon 
the Israelites but sent Moses to free them from the hands of their slave masters. 
This means that no matter the extent of our present situation under the captivity 
of sin, God will not abandon us when we cry to him for help. Just as the Israelites 
could not save themselves, we cannot do it on our own. Nevertheless, Moses did 
not force them out of Egypt, their exit came as a result of their own cooperation 
with Moses. This is exactly what Jesus means when he demands repentance from 
us, we must cooperate with God’s grace.  
 
As Christians, we are pilgrims on earth, people on a journey to the heavenly throne 
of God. In our journey at times, we come across challenges that put our faith in God 
to the test. Our lots are poor economic situations, the pandemic that has ravaged 
and caused us a lot of sorrows, other sicknesses, the death of loved ones, threats 
of violence etc. In some parts of the world, wars, killing and civil wars continue 
unabated. In the face of these, there may be the temptation to lose faith in God.  
The distressful nature of the situation notwithstanding, moral standards must not 
be lowered. Christians must not indulge in sinful acts because the situation is not 
so good. We as Christians must strive to practice virtue. There can be no meaningful 
development of the human person and his environment without a corresponding 
positive change in attitudes. 
 
A merciful God has given us all a second chance and we cannot afford to waste it. 
Let us respond with gratitude and renewed dedication. I find this story fascinating: 
The Dallas Morning News carried a photo of some prisoners on a work-release 
program. They were restoring a condemned house on the city's west side. The 
building was to be pulled down, but someone requested that an opportunity should 
be given to the prisoners to work on it. Several days later one of the prisoners wrote 
the editor, saying: Thank you for the coverage.... The last time my name and 
photograph were printed in a newspaper took place the day I was sentenced.... So, 
it was a real joy to see my picture in your paper doing something good… When I 
entered prison 18 months ago, I was a lot like the house we just remodeled.... But 
God took charge of my life and has made me a new creation in Christ."  
 
We can all relate with this story or with the story of the fig tree that was given a 
second opportunity. Remember the prisoner was condemned as good for nothing 
but God turned everything around for him. We can all change from deception that 
seems to be normal in our world today, the end does not justify the means. Gods’ 



3 
 

judgement may tarry, but it is certain, the axe of God may grind slowly, but be rest 
assured it grinds exceedingly well. 
 
What efforts are we making today? Do we bear fruit? Have we given up on 
ourselves? A fruit bearing tree is not fully alive if it does not bear fruit. Dear friends, 
how alive are we? 20%, 40%, 60%, 80%, 90%...? The truth is that we really do not 
know when we will take our last breath, we must act now by hating sin enough to 
flee from it. God loves us all and he is ever waiting for us. The bush is still burning, 
in our hearts, homes, work places, around us, our nation, our world and 
everywhere we we go, God is speaking, we must listen to him. 
 

 


