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THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT, YEAR C 
By Fr. Moses Iyogwoya 
 
We are called upon today to reflect on the value of forgiveness as a way forward in 
life. So many of us attribute their challenges and failures to the mistakes either of 
their own past or others living or dead. To live in the past is to remain a perpetual 
prisoner.  
 
When Nelson Mandela regained his freedom he said, “As I walked out the door 
toward the gate that would lead to my freedom, I knew if I didn't leave my 
bitterness and hatred behind, I would still be in prison.” As President, he wrote this 
personal awesome story: “After I became president, I asked one day some 
members of my personal protection to stroll with me in the city to have lunch at 
one of its restaurants. We sat in one of the downtown restaurants and all of us 
asked for some sort of food. After a while, the waiter brought us our requests, I 
noticed that there was someone sitting in front of my table waiting for food. I told 
one of the soldiers: Go and ask that person to join us with his food and eat with us. 
The soldier went and asked the man to join the president at table. The man brought 
up his food and sat by my side and began to eat. His hands were trembling 
constantly until everyone had finished their food and the man left. The soldier said 
to me: the man was apparently quite sick. His hands trembled as he ate! No, not at 
all, I replied. This man was the guard of the prison where I was jailed. Often, after 
the torture I was subjected to, I used to scream and ask for a little water. The very 
same man used to come every time and urinate on my head instead...; So, I found 
him scared, trembling, expecting me to reciprocate now, at least in the same way, 
either by torturing him or imprisoning him as I am now the President of the State 
of South Africa. The mentality of retaliation destroys states while the mentality of 
tolerance builds Nations.” 
 

The journey of the Israelites in the wilderness was unbearable because they never 
allowed God to be in control. Time and time again, they kept remembering Egypt; 
not letting go of their past. But today the Lord said to Moses “Remember not the 
events of the past, the things of long ago consider not; Look, I am doing something 
new… In the desert I will make a way,” Isaiah 43:18-19. To move on we must leave 
the past behind and move on, it is necessary to respect the past as the past and live 
for the future as the future. We suffocate ourselves and our loved ones when we 
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live in the past, but forgiveness gives us oxygen to live for the future. We must focus 
on our new mission to a new vision in Christ Jesus. 
 
The second reading emphasizes how aware Paul was as a persecutor of the Gospel, 
but now he has a new mission after experiencing God’s love and grace. By human 
standards Paul deserves the condemnation of God but having been forgiven by 
God, he tells us about his journey of faith. Many of us are still adamant not wanting 
to give up on our past and letting God touch us, so many people after being touched 
by God and forgiven are still lost in the guilt of their past sins that they cannot move 
on. Let the past stay past and with the future we look ahead. Even when we 
remember our past bad deeds we must not live there because yesterday is gone, 
living in the regrets will not undo the past, meanwhile, the future assures us of 
God’s love. The people who remain in the past never make progress in life. We 
need to put our past behind us and move on. 
 
The woman caught in adultery was saved by grace, the mob was armed with stones 
to execute her, Jesus did not only save her but opened the eyes of the accusing 
crowd to recognize their own sinfulness and learn to be humble. The public 
embarrassment from the Scribes and the Pharisees were not enough punishment 
for her; they had condemned her to death by the Law. Only grace could be  
powerful enough to rescue her from such q precarious situation. Jesus did not deny 
the woman’s culpability, but he refused to join the crowd in judging and 
condemning her. At his words the woman was redeemed with a second chance. 
But the question we may ask is, “were was the man?” 
 
It is interesting to note that these Scribes and Pharisees were bent on setting traps 
to catch Jesus by his words, they forgot to cross-check Leviticus 20:10, “If a man 
commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor, both the adulterer and the 
adulteress shall be put to death.” So, why did these men leave out the man 
involved? This simply tells us how blind we become in our attempt to condemn 
others. Also, we must be careful of self-righteous people who claim to know the 
entire Bible, yet their heart is far from God. No wonder Jesus called them “white-
washed tombs”, a bunch of hypocrites whose spirituality was simply to attract 
attention to themselves. We should read the Bible for ourselves and let what we 
discover lead us to repentance and a fruitful life. Let no one lead us astray in the 
name of quoting the Bible. 
 



3 
 

We should always look inward and away from the imprisoning habits of 
insensitively pointing fingers at others, name calling, gossiping, judging, 
condemning, and persecuting people. What if there was no real difference between 
us and those we judge, condemn, and execute as sinners? What if we were just as 
adulterous, deceitful, unforgiving, vindictive, and corrupt? Jesus reminds us about 
the truth that holiness is a goal that we must all aim for. He gives us the courage to 
take the opportunity he is giving us today to repent and to have new life. The 
paradox is that Christ who is without sin and who has the power to condemn or 
punish us in our wretchedness does not, rather he chooses to show us mercy. JESUS 

DOES NOT WAIT FOR US TO GO DOWN, RATHER HE GOES DOWN IN ORDER TO LOOK UP AT US 

AND PROCLAIM RELEASE FROM OUR BONDAGE. With God, there is always a second 
chance. 
 
 
 


