
CONNECT 
If you are new to St. Theresa or are interested in learning more about our community, please fill out a 
newcomer card at the Welcome Desk in the Narthex. Give completed forms to an usher or place in the 
collection basket. You can also fill out this form online at www.st-theresa.org/join 

NURSERY  
Children are always welcome at Mass, even if they worship differently than adults.  For kids that need a little 
more room to move or can’t always keep in their songs of praise, there are pews in the Narthex where families 
can still worship in a more relaxed atmosphere.  We also have a staffed nursery in the Family Center for 
children ages 6 months to 3 years during the 9:00 and 11:00 AM Sunday Masses. 

RESTROOMS 
Public restrooms are located at the rear of the church on the west side of the Narthex. 

REQUEST PRAYER 
As a community, we lift up the prayer list during Sunday Mass, in our weekly electronic newsletter, and 
through our daily Rosary group, which gathers after the 11:30 AM Mass. We invite you to share your prayer 
intentions for your loved ones at www.st-theresa.org/prayer. 

If you are new to St. Theresa...  

The
 3rd SUNDAY of ADVENT 

 

Sunday, December 14, 2025 

http://www.st-theresa.org/join


Organ Prelude – Nun komm der Heiden Heiland BWV 659, J. S. Bach  

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

Entrance Antiphon—St. Meinrad Communion Antiphon, Columba Kelly, OSB          Please stand 

Lord Have Mercy—Kyrie, G.P. Palestrina, arr. Covington 

Collect 
Please sit  

Invocation 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Penitential Act  

I confess to almighty God  
and to you, my brothers and sisters,  
that I have greatly sinned 
 in my thoughts and in my words,  
in what I have done  
and in what I have failed to do,  
(Strike breast 3x)  

       through my fault, through my fault,  
   through my most grievous fault;  

  therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,  
all the Angels and Saints,  
and you, my brothers and sisters,  
to pray for me to the Lord our God.  



The LORD God keeps faith forever, 

   secures justice for the oppressed, 

   gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets captives free. R. 

The LORD gives sight to the blind; 

   the LORD raises up those  

   who were bowed down. 

The LORD loves the just; 

   the LORD protects strangers. R. 

The fatherless and the widow he sustains, 

   but the way of the wicked he thwarts. 

The LORD shall reign forever; 

   your God, O Zion, through all generations. R. 

First Reading – Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10  

The desert and the parched land will exult; the steppe will rejoice and bloom. They will 

bloom with abundant flowers, and rejoice with joyful song. The glory of Lebanon will 

be given to them, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the 

LORD, the splendor of our God. Strengthen the hands that are feeble, make firm the 

knees that are weak, say to those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here 

is your God, he comes with vindication; with divine recompense he comes to save you. 

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared; then will the 

lame leap like a stag, then the tongue of the mute will sing.  

Those whom the LORD has ransomed will return and enter Zion singing, crowned 

with everlasting joy; they will meet with joy and gladness, sorrow and mourning will 

flee. 

Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 146:6-10 

Second Reading – James 5:7-10 

Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits 

for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the 

late rains. You too must be patient. Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the 

Lord is at hand. Do not complain, brothers and sisters, about one another, that you may 

not be judged. Behold, the Judge is standing before the gates. Take as an example of 

hardship and patience, brothers and sisters, the prophets who spoke in the name of the 

Lord.   

THE LITURGY of the WORD 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Sun, 9:00)—Teach Me Your Ways O Lord, Stevens/Henderson 



Homily                                                            Please sit 

Apostles’ Creed                                               Please stand 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

Creator of heaven and earth,  

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

Was crucified, died and was buried;  

he descended into hell;  

on the third day he rose again from the dead;  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 

the right hand of God the Father almighty;  

from there he will come to judge  

the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and life everlasting. Amen.      

Prayer of the Faithful 

Announcements                               Please sit 

When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of the Christ, he sent his disciples 

to Jesus with this question, "Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for 

another?" Jesus said to them in reply, "Go and tell John what you hear and see: the 

blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them. And blessed is the one 

who takes no offense at me." 

As they were going off, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, "What did you 

go out to the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? Then what did you go out to 

see? Someone dressed in fine clothing? Those who wear fine clothing are in royal 

palaces. Then why did you go out? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. This is the one about whom it is written: Behold, I am sending my messenger 

ahead of you; he will prepare your way before you. Amen, I say to you, among those born of 

women there has been none greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom 

of heaven is greater than he." 

  Verse:  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

    because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. 

Gospel Alleluia – Isaiah 61:1 

Gospel – Matthew 11:2-11 



Great Amen—chant                  
Please stand 

Please kneel or be seated  

Mystery of Faith —Mass of St Theresa 

 

THE COMMUNION RITE 
Lord’s Prayer                       

Sign of Peace  

THE LITURGY of the EUCHARIST  

Offertory Anthem An Advent Prayer, Allen Pote (Sat, 5 PM) 

   Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain, Carolyn Jennings  (Sun, 9 AM) 

   Ecce Virgo Concipiet, James J. Richardson  (Sun, 11 AM)  

Invitation to Prayer                                      Please stand 

Priest:    Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable    
  to God, the almighty Father. 

Assembly:   May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory    
  of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Holy, Holy, Holy—Mass of St. Theresa  



Communion Antiphon – St. Meinrad Communion Antiphon, Columba Kelly, OSB   

Please kneel or be seated  

Communion Hymn—Awaken, Sleepers (Sat, 5 PM and Sun, 9 AM) 

Choral Anthem Say to the Faint of Heart, Marc Cerisier (Sun, 11 AM) 

Prayer after Communion                     Please stand 

Lamb of God—Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan, arr. Covington 



THE CONCLUDING RITES 

Hymn of Thanksgiving – City of God, Jerusalem 

Blessing and Dismissal  

Organ Postlude – Jubilate, William Mathias 

Antiphons—Text: Psalm texts from The Revised Grail Psalms © 2010, Conception Abbey/The Grail, administered by GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission.  Music: Antiphon and Congregational Refrain settings by Columba Kelly, OSB, Saint 
Meinrad Archabbey © 2012, 2014; Psalm tones © 1973, 1993, Saint Meinrad Archabbey. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.  Eucharistic acclamations taken from Mass for St. Theresa, Covington.  All other music in this worship aid is reprinted with permission under 
the following license: OneLicense.net #A-702171  Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.  
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