
 

 

                      Rev. Nicholas Bozza, Pastor 
 

         Street Address: 375 Main Street  Chester, NJ 07930        Mailing Address: PO Box 730  Chester, NJ 07930 

Coordinators of Religious Education: 

Dorothy Kudron, Shannon Rossi 

Cynthia Vittitow— Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Brian Flanagan — Confirmation 

Kathleen Galdi  — DRE, Youth Protection/Safe Environment                                                                        

Music Minister: Joseph P. Tamburro 

Youth Minister: Shannon Rossi 

Mercy Minister: Cindy Zeis 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN: 
Gr. 1-7:     Sun.     9:00-10:50 am  (includes Mass) 

Gr. 5-7:     Sun.     5:00-7:00 pm    (includes Mass) 

Gr. 8-10:   Sun.     5:50-8:15 pm    (includes Mass) 

CGS:         Sun.     9:00-11:00 am  OR  Thurs. 4:45-6:00 pm 

Gr. K-7:    Thurs.   4:45-6:00 pm 
 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
RCIA: Sundays (September-Easter) 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
Saturday: 4:00-4:45 pm, Monday: 6:30-7:00 pm & on request. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 
Please call the Parish Office anytime for communion calls or visitation 

of the sick and elderly. Keep us informed so that we can be attentive to 

those who are ill at home or in the hospital. 

Parish Email:        parish@stlchester.org 

Parish Web Site:   www.stlchester.org 

Web Master:         Joanne Franklin (908-879-6222) 

Welcome                             Rosemary Lohrmann    (973) 214-4806          Haiti Twinning Program     Christine Colannino             (201) 314-9824                            

Bereavement Resource       Don Martone                  (201) 274-9723          Lectors John Kennington (908) 872-0575  

Good Samaritans                Patsy Soden    (908) 879-3374 Eucharistic Ministers Loretta Stewart (973) 222-7492 

Armata Bianca                   Lorna Phillips                 (617) 538-5567 Ushers Bob Holl (908) 876-3488 

Moms & Tots                     Meghan Mahoney           (732) 407-1618         Music Minister Joe Tamburro (347) 213-0621 

Arimathaea                         Arlene McDonald           (973) 229-9697         Spanish Ministry Louis Villafane (908) 879-3032  

Liturgical Environment      Joanne Carr    (908) 879-5543          Youth Ministry Shannon Rossi (908) 879-6714 

Women’s Cornerstone        Lissette Howell    (973) 975-7343          Altar Servers Andrew Guido (973) 479-5898  

Men’s Cornerstone             Tommy Reynolds          (908) 463-0167          Evangelization Robert Holl (908) 876-3488 

Pastoral Adv. Board            Jerry Frech    (908) 377-2900          RCIA Jan Richards (908) 975-3555 

Rosary Society                    Marie Holl    (908) 876-3488 Respect Life                        Robert Holl  (908) 876-3488 

Barn Ministry                      Ray Waugh                    (908) 432-5046         Family Mass Social             Marc McFeely  (973) 222-9739                                                                                                                 

Mary’s Moonflowers          Karen Jones    (973) 479-5271          Evangelical Catholic           Connie Wieczorek                 (908) 397-5986 

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Yohan Serrano 

Permanent Deacon: William DeVizio 

Trustees: Phil Guidone, Margie Scobell 

Parish Secretary: Karen Jaworski 

Accountant: Sharon McCann 
 

MASSES: 
Saturday:   5:00 pm 
Sunday:   7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am, 12:30 pm (Spanish), 6:00 pm 

Daily Mass:   Mon.-Fri. 8:00 am & 9:00 am,  Sat. 9:00 am 

Holy Day Vigil:  7:00 pm 

Holy Day:  8:00 am, 4:30 pm, 7:00 pm (Spanish) 

Healing Mass:  7:00 pm every 3rd Wed. of month.  Rosary at 6:30 pm 
 

BAPTISMS: 
Baptism Preparation Class: Please call the Parish Office to schedule. 

Baptisms: Please call the Parish Office to schedule. 
 

SPANISH BAPTISMS:  
Baptism Preparation Class: Please call the Parish Office to schedule. 

Baptisms:  Please call the Parish Office to schedule. 
 

MARRIAGES: 
Please contact the Priest/Deacon whom you wish to officiate at your 

wedding one year in advance to arrange for Marriage Preparation 

Sessions. 
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 
Every family moving into the parish is requested to register. If you move 

to another parish or change your address, please notify the Parish Office. 

   St. Lawrence the Martyr Church 
             SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2020 

                            MISSION STATEMENT 

St. Lawrence the Martyr Roman Catholic Church is a loving and welcoming 

community of disciples of Jesus who invite you to join us in becoming disciples of 

Jesus. We are faithful to prayer, to listening to God’s Word, to meeting with Jesus in 

the sacraments, to building community, and to serving others. 

Parish Office: 908-879-5371   Priests’ Home: 908-879-1901   Religious Ed.: 908-879-6714   Youth Minister: 908-879-6714    Fax: 908-879-7701 

Parish Ministries and Ministry Facilitators 
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POPE FRANCIS ON THE EVIL OF ABORTION 

 

Last Thursday night, on the vigil of the March for Life in Washington, I watched the opening Mass for the vigil on 

EWTN.  The Mass was celebrated by Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City, who is the chair of the 

USCCB Committee for pro-life activities.  Archbishop Naumann shared an encouraging story about Pope Francis.  

Sometime in November or December, the archbishop attended an audience with the Holy Father during his ad lim-

ina visit to Rome.  (All bishops are required to visit Rome every five years with the bishops of their region to meet 

in small groups with the Pope.) 

 

During the two and a half hour meeting with the Holy Father, Archbishop Naumann explained that he serves on 

the Pro Life Committee of the USCCB.  He reported to the Holy Father that there had been a robust debate at the 

November meeting of the US bishops about the seriousness of the sin of abortion.  The US bishops arrived at the 

conclusion that abortion is the “greatest inherent evil” that exists in the US.  This is because abortion is the de-

struction/killing of an innocent human being.   In addition, the fact is that 61 million children have been killed by 

abortion.  The archbishop went on to say that some bishops challenged the majority of bishops and said their state-

ment ran counter to the position of the Holy Father.  The Holy Father responded to the remarks of the archbishop 

by saying that they are right.  Abortion is the greatest inherent evil that exists in America today. 

    

I was glad and encouraged by the Holy Father’s clear statement.  The Church, the People of God, are hungering 

for clarity on church teachings.  Sometimes the secular press and even some bishops can be inaccurate when they 

claim to speak for the Pope.  Some bishops can fall into the heresy of “relativism” and place all evils on the same 

plane.  We all need to be careful about our sources when we seek an understanding of the teachings of the Holy 

Father and of the Church! 

 

 

SOME GREAT OPPORTUNITIES FOR TEENS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

 

Our diocese has a great blessing in the form of our own evangelization center in Madison, NJ.  The center is called 

St. Paul Inside the Walls.  During this coming week, St. Paul’s is offering a most appealing event.  This Thursday 

night, St Paul’s is offering an evening mini retreat for families that will give clear, simple teachings on God’s plan 

for marriage and the family in an engaging and entertaining format.  Below you will find more information on this 

mini retreat for families. 

 

On Thursday, February 13th, Jason Evert, the very popular Catholic speaker for youth and families, will present a 

mini retreat for families on the topic of love and family life at St. Paul Inside the Walls in Madison. This is for 

children 13 and up.  Jason’s presentation will be clear and easy to understand.  The format of the evening will 

enable family discussion.  The evening will include Benediction and confessions.  Thursday, February 13th from 7 

to 9 pm at St. Paul’s in Madison.  Registration on line is required. 

 

I hope our parish families will take advantage of this great offering that will help them in the formation of our 

young people in the faith, preparing them for marriage and family life. 

 

God bless! 

 

Father Nick 
 

 FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
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REASONS OF THE HEART 

 The heart has its reasons  
of which reason knows nothing. 

~Blaise Pascal 

SAINT JOSEPHINE BAKHITA (c. 1869-1947) 

February 8 
 “Save Darfur!” That cry echoes around 

the world and in the heart of the 

Church, where a child of Darfur is one 

of our newest saints: Josephine (her 

baptismal name) Bakhita (“Lucky 

One,” the slave-traders’ nickname). 

Kidnapped at nine, sold in Sudan’s 

slave-markets, flogged daily till cov-

ered with scars, Bakhita was finally 

bought by Italians and taken to Italy. 

There Bakhita discovered a “Master” who had himself 

been flogged to redeem her from slavery! “I am truly 

loved,” she thought, “and awaited by this Love.” Bap-

tized, she often kissed the baptismal font, exclaiming, 

“Here I became a daughter of God!” For fifty years as a 

Daughter of Charity, Bakhita provided cheerful hospitali-

ty to all who knocked at the convent door. In her final 

illness, she relived slavery’s horror: “Please, loosen these 

chains,” she begged the nurse. “They are so heavy!” Her 

last words were: “Our Lady! Our Lady!” John Paul II 

canonized her in the Jubilee Year 2000, praising God for 

leading her “from abject slavery to the dignity of being 

your daughter and the Bride of Christ.” 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION THIS WEEK 

Sunday  

•  Classes - 9:00 am, 5:00 pm 

Thursday 

• Classes - 4:45 pm, 

Sunday 

• No classes 

ALTAR SERVERS 

February 15-16 

5:00 pm 

 

CB - 

Todd 

Smith 

 

S1 - 

Sadie 

Smith 

 

S2 - 

 

 

7:30 am 

 

CB - 

Sinclair 

Stevens 

 

S1 - 

Blake 

Stevens 

 

S2 - 

 

 

9:00 am 

 

CB - 

Nicholas 

Weah 

 

S1 -  

Rory 

Lincoln 

 

S2 -  

Kylie 

Blackwell 

11:00 am 

 

CB - 

 

 

 

S1 - 

 

 

 

S2 - 

 

 

12:30 pm 

 

CB - 

Briana 

Carrera 

 

S1 -  

Erik  

Carrera 

 

S2 -  

Angel 

Carrera 

6:00 pm 

 

CB -

Victoria 

Granberg 

 

S1 -  

Ricci 

Granberg 

 

S2 - 

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK 

Monday 

• First Communion Parent Meeting - 10:30 am 

Tuesday 

• Rosary Society  -7:00 pm 

• Beginner ESL - 7:30 pm 

Wednesday  

• Armata Bianca - 4:15 pm 

• ESL - 7:30 pm 

Thursday 

• Moms & Tots -10:00 am 

• Adult Choir - 7:00 pm 

Friday 

• Divine Mercy Chaplet - 3:00 pm 

Saturday-Sunday 

• Food Pack Drive 

INFORMATION REGARDING 

YEAR END DONATION STATEMENTS 

 

For Envelope Users 

Contact the Parish Office at 908-879-5371 or 

kjaworski@stlchester.org if you would like 

your statement mailed to your home. 

 

For Online Giving Users 

Statements will be e-mailed to everyone who 

has a valid  e-mail address in WeShare. If 

that is not the case, contact the Parish Office 

and we will mail the statement to you. 

CHOOSING SIDES 

My great concern is not whether God is on our side.  

My great concern is to be on God’s side. 

~Abraham Lincoln 

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK  

Sister Eucharia, Father John Connolly, Father Joseph Farias, 

Father Joseph Garbarino, Father Gilberto Gutierrez, Father 

Daniel Kelly, Father Thomas Mangieri, Father Eugene Ro-

mano, Father Stanislaw Wajdziak, Msgr. Eugene Boland, 

Msgr. Peter McBride, Msgr. Peter J. McHugh, Msgr. Rich-

ard Rusconi, Deacon Hector Cassillas 

 

Wayne Farbanish, Robert Konsig  

Help us keep our sick list up to date!  
 

Please call 908-879-5371 or email parish@stlchester.org 

to add or remove a name. All names will appear on the 

list for a month. Contact the Parish Office if you would 

like a name to be included for this month. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY 

  Brianna Harmon, Kevin Phillips, Brad Carfaro,  

Joseph Boyland IV  
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LATER . . . 

 One who waits to do 

 a great deal of good at once,  

will never do anything. 

~Samuel Johnson 

COLLECTING OLD PALMS 

Please bring back your old palms and 

place in the receptacles found at the 

church entrances and in the Parish Cen-

ter. We will burn these palms and use the 

ashes on Ash Wednesday.  
 

Ash Wednesday is February 26 

Easter Sunday is April 12 

PRE SCHOOL CHILDREN FOOD PACK PROGRAM 

St. Lawrence Church continues to sup-

port the diocesan wide Pre School Food 

Pack Program which provides needy 

children of the El Mundo Del Nino 

School in Paterson with a supply of food 

and snacks and a meal for their family. 
 

This year we are asked to supply 105 food packs to be 

delivered to Paterson be Friday, February 21.  
 

A typical food pack for each child includes: 
 

• 2 breakfast items (instant oatmeal packs) 

• 2 lunch items (Chef Boyardee Micro Meal, Kraft 

Easy Mac & Cheese, can of Beefaroni) 

• 1 milk (Horizon White Milk) 

• 1 juice (Apple and Eve 100% Apple Juice Box) 

• 1 fruit cup (diced peaches ) 

• 2 snacks (Rice Krispie Treat, granola bar) 

• 1 meal to share with family (white rice-16 oz. bag 

AND tuna-5 oz. can) 
 

Please try to stick to the items above. 
 

Donations can be dropped off in the Church Hall on 

the weekends of February 8-9 and 15-16.  Shoprite gift 

cards are also appreciated and will be used to purchase  

needed items. As always, thank you for your generous 

support.  

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL READINGS 

Lent is fast approaching. Please consider 

participating in a small group where we 

will journey with Jesus to the cross by 

prayerfully reflecting upon the Sunday 

gospel readings leading up to Easter. 

Sign up forms are in the church and Par-

ish Center. Contact Connie Wieczorek 

at: conniew@stlchester.org for more 

information. 

INTERVIEW WITH GOD  

                                             

I dreamed I had an interview with God. “So you would like to interview me?” God asked. “If you have the time,” I 

said. God smiled. “My time is eternity.”  “What questions do you have in mind for me?”  

“What surprises you most about humankind?”  

God answered...  

“That they get bored with childhood. They rush to grow up and then long to be children again.”  

“That they lose their health to make money and then lose their money to restore their health.”  

“That by thinking anxiously about the future, they forget the present, such that they live in neither the present 

nor the future.”  

That they live as if they will never die, and die as if they had never lived.”  
God’s hand took mine and we were silent for awhile. Then I asked, “As a parent, what are some of life’s lessons you 

want your children to learn?”  God replied with a smile.  

“To learn they cannot make anyone love them.  What they can do is let themselves be loved.”  

“To learn that it is not good to compare themselves to others.”  

“To learn that a rich person is not one who has the most, but is one who needs the least.”  

“To learn that it only takes a few seconds to open profound wounds in persons we love,  

and it takes many years to heal them.”  

“To learn to forgive by practicing forgiveness.”  

“To learn that there are persons who love them dearly, but simply do not know how  

to express or show their feelings.”  

“To learn that two people can look at the same thing and see it differently.”  

“To learn that it is not always enough that they be forgiven by others. But that they must forgive themselves.”  

“And to learn that I am here always.”  
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2020 
 8:00 am - Stephen Buck 

     9:00 am - Margaret McGinley 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2020 

 8:00 am - Kathryn Dalton 

  - John & Lawrence Marzano 

     9:00 am - James Whalen 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2020 
 8:00 am - Michael Moke 

     9:00 am - Sheila Knudsen 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2020 
 8:00 am - Patrick Schwarzbek 

     9:00 am - Michael Quinn 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2020 
 8:00 am - James DeVizio 

     9:00 am - James McAuliffe 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2020 

 9:00 am - Anna Brodany 

 5:00 pm - For the People of the Parish 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2020 
 7:30 am - William Sheehan 

 9:00 am - Norman Menz 

 11:00 am - Margaret McGuire 

  - Andres Klingenberg 

   12:30  pm - For the Souls in Purgatory 

     6:00  pm - Frank Doherty 

TITHING IS GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING. 

Biblically a tithe means 10%. All are asked to consider 

tithing and return 10% of our income to the Lord (5% to 

the parish, 5% to God’s other charities) in gratitude.  The 

spiritual practice of tithing disposes us to make God first 

in every area of our lives!  The aim is to secure not the 

tithe, but the tither. Not the gift, but the giver — for God! 
 

Tithing Income February 2, 2020               $_______*                                                                      

Tithing Income February 3, 2019                   $11,068.00                    
*Amount unavailable at time of bulletin printing. 

 

Reflection: “Let your light shine before others, that 

they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 

The generosity of being a good steward of your gifts has 

a positive effect on people and it is contagious! Good 

works encourage more good works. Let your light shine! 

Be careful to recognize that God is working through you 

and don’t put yourself above the people you have been 

called to help. 
 

Thanks from Father Nick:  “I thank you for the love 

you show for God through your weekly offering!” 
 

Testimony from a Member of St. Anthony Parish in 

Wilmington, DE:  “I was taught as a child that every-

thing we have and hope to be comes from God.  There-

fore, it is my pleasure to tithe and give something back.” 

GOD’S CALL 

 The person who has been “saved,” who has “heard the good 

news of salvation,” still lives in an unsaved world, a world 

sadly oblivious to the presence of God. Today’s readings 

outline how the disciple is present in the world. 
 

 The outline begins with Isaiah: “Share your bread . . . shel-

ter the oppressed . . . clothe the naked” (Isaiah 58:7). 

Those who hear the word of salvation are not insensitive 

to the urgent needs of others. Then Paul reminds his flock 

that he brought Christ to them not in eloquence or wis-

dom, but by being with them in the “weakness and fear” 

of their daily lives (1 Corinthians 2:3). Finally, Jesus tells 

His disciples to go out into the gloom and darkness of the 

streets of the world and let God’s light shine through their 

good deeds. 
 

 We disciples don’t save the world. To the extent, howev-

er, that we have heard the word of God and been awak-

ened to God’s presence, we may spread that word and 

bring that presence to others. 

NEXT HEALING MASS 
 

Wednesday, February 19 

7:00 pm (Rosary at 6:30 pm) 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — If you share your food with the hungry, 

provide housing for the homeless, then light shall break 

forth upon you (Isaiah 58:7-10). 

Psalm — The just man is a light in the darkness to the 

upright (Psalm 112). 

Second Reading — My message to you, says Paul, was 

the proclamation of Christ crucified (1 Corinthians 2:1-5). 

Gospel — You are the salt of the earth, the light of the 

world. In your good deeds your light shines before others, 

leading them to glorify God (Matthew 5:13-16). 

MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday:  1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13; Ps 132:6-7, 8-10;  Mk 6:53-
56 
Tuesday:  1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30; Ps 84:3-5, 10-11;  Mk 
7:1-13 
Wednesday:  1 Kgs 10:1-10; Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-40; 
 Mk 7:14-23 
Thursday:  1 Kgs 11:4-13; Ps 106:3-4, 35-37, 40; Mk 
7:24-30 
Friday:  1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19;  Ps 81:10-11ab, 12-15; 
Mk 7:31-37 
Saturday:  1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34;  Ps 106:6-7ab, 19-22; 
Mk 8:1-10 
Sunday:  Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34;  1 
Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37 [20-22a, 27-28,  
 33-34a, 37]  


