
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

APRIL 19, 2020 

THE FEAST OF THE DIVINE MERCY! 

 

     God himself has revealed to us that his greatest and favorite attribute is his 

Mercy.  Jesus explained that he is Love and Mercy itself.  By that he means that he 

is the personification of love and mercy.  When we experience Jesus, we 

experience God’s love and mercyand his other wonderful traits.  When we let 

Jesus live within us and direct our lives, we become people of mercy, like our 

Lord.  Back in the 1930’s, Jesus met many times with a young Polish sister, Sr. 

Faustina Kowalska.  He taught her about his mercy and he directed her to teach 

the whole world about it.  Their conversations are recorded in Sr. Faustina’s 

autobiography, which is called “Divine Mercy in My Soul.” 

     Jesus asked Sr. Faustina to create an image of himself depicting his great 

mercy.  It is an image that recalls both his death and resurrection.  In the image, 

two rays of light shine from his crucified heart upon the whole world.  These red 

and white rays depict his blood, his forgiveness and the Holy Spirit. 

     Jesus, several times, directed Sr. Faustina to tell the Church that he desired a 

feast day on which his image would be venerated, his mercy experienced and 

people taught to be merciful themselves.  He asked that Divine Mercy Sunday be 

placed at the end of the Octave of Easter.  Today, April 19th is the Feast of the 

Divine Mercy. 

     On this Feast, Jesus promises us the complete forgiveness of our sins and the 

punishment due them if we sincerely repent of all our sins, place our complete 

trust in Jesus, go to confession, preferably before that Sunday, receive Holy 

Communion on that feast, venerate the image and are merciful to others. 

     It may seem impossible to receive this gift from God this year due to the 

closing of the churches because of the coronavirus.  At this time, we can make a 

spiritual confession today, and receive Jesus spiritually at the livestreamed Mass, 

and join in our 2:30 pm service later today to honor the image of Jesus, with the 

understanding that we will receive Jesus in sacramental communion and make a 

good sacramental confession as soon as the churches are reopened and public 



Masses resume.  God will keep his promise of mercy and forgiveness to us given 

the circumstances. 

     Jesus is offering us a great gift.  He wants us all to have a fresh start and he 

wants us to offer forgiveness and fresh starts to each other.  I hope you join in the 

celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday! 

 

With a joy-filled blessing on the great feast, 

 

Father Nick 

 


