
 

 

                      Rev. Nicholas Bozza, Pastor 
 

         Street Address: 375 Main Street  Chester, NJ 07930        Mailing Address: PO Box 730  Chester, NJ 07930 

Coordinators of Religious Education: 
Dorothy Kudron, Shannon Rossi 
                           — Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Shannon Rossi   — Confirmation 
Kathleen Galdi  — DRE, Youth Protection/Safe Environment                                                                        
Music Minister: Joseph P. Tamburro 
Youth Minister: Shannon Rossi 
Mercy Minister: Cindy Zeis 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN: 
Gr. 1-7:     Sun.     9:00-10:50 am  (includes Mass) 
Gr. 5-7:     Sun.     5:00-7:00 pm    (includes Mass) 
Gr. 8-10:   Sun.     5:50-8:15 pm    (includes Mass) 
CGS:         Sun.     9:00-11:00 am  OR  Thurs. 4:45-6:00 pm 
Gr. K-7:    Thurs.  4:45-6:00 pm 
 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
RCIA: Sundays (September-Easter) 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
Saturday: 4:00-4:45 pm, Monday: 6:30-7:00 pm & on request. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 
Please call the Parish Office anytime for communion calls or visitation 
of the sick and elderly. Keep us informed so that we can be attentive to 
those who are ill at home or in the hospital. 

Parish Email:        parish@stlchester.org 
Parish Web Site:   www.stlchester.org 
Web Master:         Joanne Franklin (908-879-6222) 

Welcome                            Rosemary Lohrmann    (973) 214-4806          Haiti Twinning Program     Christine Colannino             (201) 314-9824                            

Bereavement Resource       Don Martone                  (201) 274-9723          Lectors John Kennington (908) 872-0575  

Good Samaritans                Patsy Soden    (908) 879-3374 Eucharistic Ministers Loretta Stewart (973) 222-7492 

Armata Bianca                   Lorna Phillips                 (617) 538-5567 Ushers Bob Holl (908) 876-3488 

Moms & Tots                     Meghan Mahoney           (732) 407-1618         Music Minister Joe Tamburro (347) 213-0621 

Arimathaea                         Arlene McDonald           (973) 229-9697         Spanish Ministry Louis Villafane (908) 879-3032  

Liturgical Environment      Joanne Carr    (908) 879-5543          Youth Ministry Shannon Rossi (908) 879-6714 

Women’s Cornerstone        Lissette Howell    (973) 975-7343          Altar Servers Andrew Guido (973) 479-5898  

Men’s Cornerstone             Tommy Reynolds          (908) 463-0167          Evangelization Robert Holl (908) 876-3488 

Pastoral Adv. Board            Jerry Frech    (908) 377-2900          RCIA Jan Richards (908) 975-3555 

Rosary Society                    Marie Holl    (908) 876-3488 Respect Life                        Robert Holl  (908) 876-3488 

Barn Ministry                      Ray Waugh                    (908) 432-5046         Family Mass Social             Marc McFeely  (973) 222-9739                                                                                                                 

Mary’s Moonflowers          Karen Jones    (973) 479-5271         Small Groups/Apostolates   Connie Wieczorek                 (908) 397-5986 

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Yohan Serrano 

Permanent Deacons: William DeVizio, Gregory Szpunar 

Trustees: Phil Guidone, Margie Scobell 

Parish Secretary: Karen Jaworski 

Accountant: Sharon McCann 
 

MASSES: 
Saturday:   5 pm 
Sunday:   9 am, 11 am, 1 pm (Spanish) 
Daily Mass:  M-F: 8 am;  M, W, F: 4 pm (Spanish);  Sat. 9 am 
Holy Day Vigil:  7 pm 
Holy Day:  8 am, 4:30 pm, 7 pm (Spanish) 
Healing Mass:  7 pm every 3rd Wed. of month.  Rosary at 6:30 pm 
 

BAPTISMS: 
Baptism Preparation Class: Please call the Parish Office to schedule. 
Baptisms: Please call the Parish Office to schedule. 
 

SPANISH BAPTISMS:  
Baptism Preparation Class: Please call the Parish Office to schedule. 
Baptisms:  Please call the Parish Office to schedule. 
 

MARRIAGES: 
Please contact the Priest/Deacon whom you wish to officiate at your 
wedding one year in advance to arrange for Marriage Preparation 
Sessions. 
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 
Every family moving into the parish is requested to register. If you move 
to another parish or change your address, please notify the Parish Office. 

   St. Lawrence the Martyr Church 
               SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2020 

                            MISSION STATEMENT 
St. Lawrence the Martyr Roman Catholic Church is a loving and welcoming 
community of disciples of Jesus who invite you to join us in becoming disciples of 
Jesus. We are faithful to prayer, to listening to God’s Word, to meeting with Jesus in 
the sacraments, to building community, and to serving others. 

Parish Office: 908-879-5371   Priests’ Home: 908-879-1901   Religious Ed.: 908-879-6714   Youth Minister: 908-879-6714    Fax: 908-879-7701 

Parish Ministries and Ministry Facilitators 



 

 

Page Two SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2020– TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

VOTING IN THE UPCOMING ELECTION 
Our presidential election is coming in less than two months.  I would like to share some thoughts from our Catholic 
faith that I hope will be helpful to you as you prepare to vote in this vitally important election. 
    
The bishops of our country, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, issued a comprehensive voter education 
guide entitled, “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic 
Bishops of the United States.”  This guide was first issued in 2007 but has since been revised and now has a new intro-
ductory letter.  In the new introductory letter that was approved by the full body of bishops at the November General 
Meeting of US bishops, there is this key statement, “The threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority because it 
directly attacks life itself, because it takes place within the sanctuary of the family, and because of the number of lives 
destroyed.” The full text of their letter can found online at usccb.org. 
    
The popes, our holy fathers and the vicars of Christ, have supported the teaching of the US Catholic bishops.  Pope St. 
John Paul II wrote, “In the case of an intrinsically unjust law, such as permitting abortion or euthanasia, it is therefore 
never licit to obey it, or to take part in a propaganda campaign in favor of such a law, or vote for it.”  The current Holy 
Father, Pope Francis, has called abortion “a very grave sin” and a “horrendous crime.”  Pope Francis also agrees with 
the US bishops in their statement that “the protection of the unborn is a preeminent priority.”  Archbishop Naumann of 
Kansas City said that Pope Francis was stunned when he was told that over 61 million abortions have taken place in the 
US since the Supreme Court made abortions legal in 1973. 
     
To say that an issue is “preeminent” does not mean that it is the only issue, but that it surpasses all others in importance.  
The logic of this statement is that if one is not permitted to live, then the other issues will not come into play for the 
victim of an abortion.  
 

The Church has continuously held that abortion is evil.  The oldest known catechism of the Church, the Didache, which 
is dated from the first century, states, “You will not kill the embryo by abortion and shall not cause the newborn to per-
ish.”  The recent Second Vatican Council stated in Gaudium et Spes that “Life must be protected with the utmost care 
from the moment of conception; abortion and infanticide are abominable crimes.” 
     
So we may ask as we approach the November election, where do the two parties stand?  The 2020 Democratic Party 
Platform states that Democrats believe unequivocally that every woman should be able to “access safe and legal abor-
tion."  They also pledge to “restore federal funding for Planned Parenthood”, the largest provider of abortions in the 
US.  Democrats also pledge to repeal the Hyde Amendment, which since 1976 has prohibited federal funds to pay for 
abortions except in the rare case to save the life of the mother or if pregnancy arises from rape or incest.  The Platform 
also pledges to appoint US Supreme Court judges who will uphold Roe v. Wade. 
 
 

Joseph Bien and Kamala Harris both support the Democratic Platform which promotes abortion. Biden has also 
pledged to restore the Obama-Biden policy that requires all employers, including churches and religious people, to pro-
vide coverage of abortion pills in their employees’ health insurance plans. 
  
The 2020 Republican Party Platform is the same as their 2016 Platform.  Republicans assert “the sanctity of human life 
and affirm that the unborn child has a fundamental right to life which cannot be infringed.”  They “oppose the use of 
public funds to perform or promote abortion, to fund organizations, like Planned Parenthood, so long as they provide or 
refer for elective abortions or sell fetal body parts rather than provide health care.”  They also “support the appointment 
of judges who respect traditional family values and the sanctity of innocent human life.” Donald Trump and Mike 
Pence both promote laws that restrict abortion, oppose federal funding of abortions and support the appointment of 
judges who respect the life of unborn babies. 
      
Time does not permit me to review all of the positions of all the candidates for elected office.  Yes, it is true that not all 
candidates always follow their respective party’s platforms.  I encourage you that before you vote, you find out where 
each candidate stands on critical life-related issues such as abortion, using taxpayer money to fund or promote abortion; 
respecting that churches, businesses, colleges, hospitals and religious orders do not have to provide abortion pills in 
their employees’ health insurance plans; appointing judges who respect the life of unborn babies and physician assisted 
suicide. 
      
Please carefully check the positions of the candidates on the life issues and pray that you and I may vote in a way that is 
pleasing to God. God bless you all! Let us pray for each other as we go to the polls.  (I used as primary sources for this 
essay the US bishops document on voting and a pastoral letter by Bishop Thomas Paprocki of Springfield, IL). 
 
Father Nick 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2020 
 8:00 am -  No intentions       
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2020 
 8:00 am -  Judy Tully 
  -  John Boyle 
  -  Robert Snow 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2020 
 8:00 am -  Elaine Stewart Tyrrell 
  -  Cliff Day 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2020 
 8:00 am -  Henry Hamel 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2020 
 8:00 am -  Cecelia Leon 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2020 
 9:00 am -  Jack Soley 
 5:00 pm -  Claire Marie Kingsley 
  -  Gerard Bielen 
  -  William Hockenbury 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2020 
 9:00 am -  Thiago Perin 
  -  Alfred Galdi 
  -  Jim Carfora 
 11:00 am -  Theresa Lesko 
  -  Dolly Cillo 
  -  Marie-Claude Rosaz  
  - Walter Michura 

TITHING IS GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING. 

Biblically a tithe means 10%. All are asked to consider 
tithing and return 10% of our income to the Lord (5% to 
the parish, 5% to God’s other charities) in gratitude.   
 

Tithing Income for September 27, 2020        $9,236.00 

Tithing Income for September 29, 2019         $11,948.00   
 

From Father Nick: “I find it encouraging that so many 
people in our parish are living by God’s Plan for Giving.”   
 

A Testimony from a Parishioner of St. Augustine Par-
ish, Seymour, CT: “We are seniors on a fixed income, 
but we decided instead of going to breakfast after Mass, 
we would go home, cook breakfast and use the money to 
increase our donation to God.”  

WOMEN’S CORNESTONE MINI RETREAT 
Saturday, November 14 

Save the Date! 
Women's Cornerstone is hosting it’s annual mini-retreat 
and reunion on Saturday, November 14, starting with 
8:00 am Mass followed by coffee/breakfast/fellowship 
from 9:00 am to noon in the Church Hall. This year’s 
theme: “Our Anchor is Unshakable”. Please RSVP to 
Mary Murphy at marysmurphy@comcast.net or  
909-803-2240. 

ROSARY RALLY 
Bishop Sweeney and the Knights of Malta invite us to 
participate in a "Rosary Rally for our Nation" on Sun-
day, October 11, from 3:00 pm to 4:30 pm.  The rally 
and procession will begin at St. Paul Inside the Walls in 
Madison and conclude at St. Thomas More Parish in 
Convent Station. It is being sponsored by the New Jersey 
Area of the Order of Malta in coordination with Rosary 
Coast to Coast. Our local community will unite with 
thousands of Catholics across the nation and in more than 
50 countries to pray the Rosary simultaneously.      
 

Event specifics:  http://orderofmaltaamerican.org/
njrosary;   https://rosarycoasttocoast.com 
Sign up on Facebook:  NJ Rosary Rally For Our Nation 
Questions?  Please contact Christine Myers, DM, at 
cmgorski@gmail.com OR Jan Parry, DMOb, at 
Janp1101@gmail.com  

OCTOBER IS ROSARY AND RESPECT LIFE MONTH 
 

Please join us as we pray the rosary for all life. 
 

•  October 10:  Public Square Rosary at noon in front 
 of St. Lawrence Church 

 

• October 13:  1,000 Strong Rosary for Life Confer-
ence Call (7 pm) 
Organized by LIFENET. Goal is to have 1,000 on 
the call praying for the Protection of Babies in the 
Womb and in reparation for the sin of abortion.  Car-
dinal Tobin, along with priests and deacons from 
throughout New Jersey, will be leading the prayer.  
Please sign up at 
www.lifeneteducation.org/1000strong.   

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
Are you... 

• A person who has not been baptized, but recognizes a 
need for spirituality in life? 

• A baptized Christian of another denomination who 
would like to learn about and possibly join the Catho-
lic Church? 

• A baptized Roman Catholic who has not received the 
Sacraments of Holy Eucharist or Confirmation and 
would like to become a full participant in the life of 
the Church? 

• Married to a Catholic and attend Mass, but don’t 
know what the next step is to become one of the 
Catholic faithful? 

 

Please contact Father Nick at 908-879-5371 or email at 
parish@stlchester.org for more information on RCIA. 

A THANK YOU FROM DEACON GREG 
Cherie and I are happy to report that through your gener-
ous donations in honor of my ordination, St. Lawrence 
Church was able to contribute $5000 to Catholic Chari-
ties of the Diocese of Paterson.  This amount includes the 
matching gift that was promised. The donation was desig-
nated to the Fr. English Center Food Pantry which is 
providing unprecedented support to the needy in our dio-
cese during the pandemic. Thank you for your generous 
gifts.  

mailto:marysmurphy@comcast.net
http://orderofmaltaamerican.org/njrosary
http://orderofmaltaamerican.org/njrosary
https://rosarycoasttocoast.com
mailto:Janp1101@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This past Friday, October 2, 2020, the following confirmands  
became sealed in the Holy Spirit by the Sacrament of Confirmation.   

Congratulations to all families! 
 

Connor Alessi 

Wyatt Backer 

John Cachianes 

Olivia Cachianes 

Kevin Conklin 

Nicolas Dominguez 

Eleanor Dressel 

Lily Dressel 

Michael Gionco 

Ricci Granberg 

Victoria Granberg 

Andrew Guido 

Samuel Haddad 

Stephen Howell 

Alexander Jurkiewicz 

Bridgette Kearns 

Olivia Kuczek 

Claire Kurisko 

Aleci Lezcano 

Lia Manuel 

Marissa Manuel 

Gavin Marshuetz 

Remy Porfido 

Alexander Rubano 

Ella Spence 

Gwen Spence 

Kyle Star 

Julia Stoltz 

John Tomasello 

Vincent Vespignani 



 

 

Middle School Youth Group 

Pumpkin painting Night! 

Friday, October 23rd  
7:00 – 8:30pm 

Come paint pumpkins with your friends!  
All supplies provided. Please bring $5. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

High School Youth Group 

Campfire Night! 

Friday, October 16th  
7:30 - 9:00pm 

Come enjoy S’mores, Hotdogs, and the 

greatest Ghost Stories of all time! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more info and to sign up for a night of  

faith, fun, and friends: 

Email Shannon Rossi at ym@stlchester.org 


