
A HEART THAT LOVES SO MUCH

Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque was a Visitation sister and mystic who lived in France during the seventeenth century.  Jesus visited her and asked her to share with the world a message about His Sacred Heart and God’s gift of mercy.  Saint Margaret Mary has passed on to us Jesus’ instructions.

In the sanctuary of our church, there is a tapestry-like banner that includes a saying that Jesus spoke to St. Margaret Mary.  The saying reads, “This is a heart that loves so much and receives so little love in return.”  Jesus here emphasizes the incredible love that He has for all of us, His beloved brothers and sisters.  This declaration of love calls us to increase our love for Him.  It is not enough to have love for Jesus; we need to express it to Him.  During Lent, we are encouraged to pray, fast and do works of mercy.  Reflecting on Jesus’ words here, we take our Lenten prayers and sacrifices and give them additional meaning by doing them for love of Jesus.  As the spiritual song declares, “For Jesus, all for Jesus!”

Have a blessed Lent!

Father Nick
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