



SOLEMNITY OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord Jesus.  As we listen to the Gospel account of Jesus’ baptism, we notice that actually two baptisms took place for Jesus that day.  Jesus entered the river first to join others in participating in the baptism of repentance that was preached by John the Baptism.  Of course, Jesus was sinless but He was humble and was leading by example.  Jesus’ second baptism came from His Father in Heaven.  The Father baptized His Son in the Holy Spirit.  In so doing, the Father was equipping His Son for His ministry with the Holy Spirit and His gifts and His power.
     
The baptism of Jesus informs us that there are two baptism in our Sacrament of Baptism.  We likewise repent of our sins as John the Baptism explained to his followers.  Also in Baptism, we are baptized in the Holy Spirit with His love, His power and His gifts.
     
With today’s feast, we officially close the Christmas season!  God bless you!

Father Nick
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