

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                             





A GREAT SUMMARY OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
THE TWO GREAT COMMANDMENTS

Sometimes we can be overwhelmed when we are given too much information.  God must be aware of this.  In the Bible, God gave us a summary of His will when He gave us the two great commandments.  In the book of Deuteronomy and in the Gospel according to St. Matthew, God gave us those two great commandments.  Jesus said that those two great commandments contain all of the teachings of the Law and the prophets as well.
   
Jesus said that the first and greatest commandment is the following: “You shall love the Lord Your God with all your heart and all your soul and all of your strength.”  Jesus added that this is the first and greatest commandment.  The second great commandment teaches us to love our neighbor as ourselves.
    
The first great commandment is beautiful.  It calls us to live in a consciousness of God and to do our best to always do what is most pleasing to Him and to do His will in the best way that we know how.  Love calls us to be aware of our beloved and to act accordingly.
     
Jesus said that the first great commandment is the more important one because part of our love for God is expressed in our love for our neighbor.  God wants us to love all of His children!
    
Loving God, we want to do His will.  In the closing prayer for the Chaplet of the Divine Mercy, we say that God’s will is “love and mercy itself.”  This statement is so useful.  When we seek God’s will for our lives, we need only remember, “Love and Mercy.”  This is such a great  summary of God’s will for our lives.

God bless.

Father Nick
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