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Dear Parishioners, 

 

One of the things which concerns me is the collection, and counting of monies in our     

parish.  While I can’t say too much for security reasons the following is for your information. 

 It is best for the collections to be counted on Sunday or Monday at the latest.   

 In every parish in which I have served the collection is counted on Sunday.   

 It is then usually placed in the night safe or taken to the bank on Monday morning.     

 There are always and I stress ‘always’ two people with the money at all times.  Hence 

there are three people counting due to the fact that a person may need to leave the 

counting room for a short time.  This ensures the protection of all counting volunteers 

reputation and is not an issue of trust but of best practice for all concerned.   

 If possible monies are not to be left in the church or presbytery overnight.  This is the 

preferred procedure as determined by the Archdiocese. 

I seek your input and suggestions in resolving this matter as soon as possible.  The  

decision made may not suit everyone so I ask for your cooperation in this matter.  It may 

be time to establish a new roster as some who are now on the roster may not be available 

when these changes are established.     

         Fr. John  

NB:  All the locks for the church and the presbytery have been changed.  We have 

upgraded the security in the presbytery and are considering installing cameras in 

the near future.   

 

I am pleased to inform you that we have a new parish secretary,            

Michele Agustin-Guarino.  Michele has commenced working in the parish office  

and I know that we all wish her well in her new position.   



 

  

 
 

Mass Times Too Late  Too Early  Too Many   Mass Times  
  

The reason I ask you to arrive on time for Mass is that when you arrive late you cannot 

possibly be truly present or actively listen to what God has to say to you.  By the time 

you sit and get yourself sorted you have missed the Sacred Liturgy of the Word.        

Consequently I hear far too often that “Mass is boring”— as if God’s Word is boring.  

What God has to say is never boring the question is, are you actually listening?  From 

my experience most do not.  You cannot get out what you do not put in.  When you     

arrive late your experience of the Mass is substantially reduced; reliant totally on the 

priest’s homily for which there is no context and therefore little meaning.  How then can 

you engage fully in the Mass—you can’t!  Isn't God worth one hour of your week—be on 

time! 
  

  

The greatest gift which God gives to us is life.  Then again life is not easy for most as we      

struggle with the existential realities life brings.  In my experience I find most people are needy.  

Some need encouragement, more need affirmation, others need acceptance, others need  

possessions, but for most these are expressions of the needy i.e. most need to feel they matter.  

Interesting that we fill our lives in the pursuit of that which makes us feel secure but in the end 

we remain as vulnerable as ever.  I have learnt that it is often the person with much to lose that 

is the most insecure and needy of all.  They have lived the journey of accumulation—what I call 

the ‘external journey’ but at a terrible price!   
 

The inner journey is quite different and most will never take it.  Most people reject the invitation 

of self-discovery which prayer and spirituality offers.  The inner journey is difficult at first but if 

you persevere a doorway is opened that you will never wish to close at any price.   
 

As you journey inwards a gradual awakening happens almost unnoticed at first but it invites you 

forward as it effects take hold.  Need gradually dissipates and is replaced with a deep sense of 

self-worth and lasting serenity.  Your possessions become less and less important as you      

progress down the road of inner fulfilment.  How people judge you becomes inconsequential   

because you already have what you always wanted.  Sounds rather arrogant doesn’t it but it is 

true.   
 

With this comes a new freedom—a new way of living.  I call this the ‘Way of the Spirit’ and most 

are terrified to take it.  We rather stay needy content with a hunger that can never be satisfied.  

The great irony is the 1st world is poorer than it has ever been as our valued institutions lose 

their moral compass and amoral lifestyles become acceptable.  Thus we settle for need and 

greed because at least we know the game and know how to play it.    
 

The choice is always yours! 



THE  GINGHAM  DRESS   
 

A lady in a faded gingham dress and her husband, dressed in a homespun threadbare suit, 

stepped off the train in Boston and walked timidly without an appointment into the Harvard  

University President's outer office.  The secretary could tell in a moment that such backwoods, 

country hicks had no business at Harvard, and probably didn't even deserve to be in Cam-

bridge. 
 

“We'd like to see the president,” the man said softly. 
 

“He'll be busy all day,” the secretary snapped. 
 

“We'll wait,” the lady replied. 
 

For hours the secretary ignored them, hoping that the couple would finally become               

discouraged and go away. 
 

They didn't, and the secretary grew frustrated and finally decided to disturb the president, even 

though it was a chore she always regretted. 
 

“Maybe if you see them for a few minutes, they'll leave,” she said to him. 
 

He sighed in exasperation and nodded. Someone of his importance obviously didn't have the 

time to spend with them, and he detested gingham dresses and homespun suits cluttering up 

his outer office.  The president, stern faced and with dignity, strutted toward the couple. 
 

The lady told him, “We had a son who attended Harvard for one year.  He loved Harvard.  He 

was happy here.  But about a year ago, he was accidentally killed.  My husband and I would 

like to erect a memorial to him, somewhere on campus.” 
 

The president wasn't touched.  He was shocked. 
 

“Madam,” he said, gruffly. “We can't put up a statue for every person who attended Harvard 

and died.  If we did, this place would look like a cemetery.” 
 

“Oh, no,” the lady explained quickly.  “We don't want to erect a statue.  We thought we would 

like to give a building to Harvard.” 
 

The president rolled his eyes. He glanced at the gingham dress and homespun suit, then     

exclaimed, “A building!  Do you have any earthly idea how much a building costs?  We have 

over seven and a half million dollars in the physical buildings here at Harvard.” 
 

For a moment the lady was silent.  The president was pleased.  Maybe he could get rid of them 

now.  The lady turned to her husband and said quietly, “Is that all it costs to start a university?  

Why don't we just start our own?” 
 

Her husband nodded.  The president's face wilted in confusion and bewilderment. 
 

Mr and Mrs Leland Stanford got up and walked away, travelling to Palo Alto, California where 

they established the university that bears their name, Stanford University, a memorial to a son 

that Harvard no longer cared about. 
 

You can easily judge the character of others by how they treat those whom they think can do 

nothing for them. 
 

 

--- A TRUE STORY by Malcolm Forbes 

Maytime Fair 

Saturday May 5th  

9am—5pm  

Xavier College 135 Barkers Road, Kew  

https://foursquare.com/v/sacred-heart-church/4c676826e1da1b8d9b2f9ec3
https://foursquare.com/v/sacred-heart-church/4c676826e1da1b8d9b2f9ec3


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; 

by the word of the Lord the heavens are made, alleluia  

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

 

The stone rejected by the builders 

 has become the corner stone. 
 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,  

for his love has no end. 

It is better to take refuge in the Lord  

than to trust in men:  

it is better to take refuge in the Lord 

than to trust in princes.  
 

I will thank you for you have given answer 

and you are my saviour.  

The stone which the builders rejected  

has become the corner stone.  

This is the work of the Lord, 

a marvel in our eyes. 
 

Blessed in the name of the Lord 

is he who comes.  

We bless you from the house of the Lord;  

I will thank you for you have given answer  

and you are my saviour.  

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good;  

for his love has no end. 
 

The stone rejected by the builders 

 has become the corner stone. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 

I know my sheep, and mine know me. 

Alleluia! 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
 

 

The Good Shepherd has risen, 

Who laid down his life for his sheep 

and willingly died for his flock, alleluia.  

  

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil  

6.00pm  

Sunday 9.00am  

11.00am 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 7.00pm  

Wednesday- 

Saturday 9.15am 

(or as advised in  

newsletter & website)  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday  

9.15am Mass                                       

(or by private  

appointment) 
 

Exposition  

First Friday  

of the month             

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our  

parish web site  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  

Principal:         

Julie David  

 Today’s Readings  Acts 4:8-12                      1 John 3:1-2                   John 10: 11-18 
  

 Next Week                     Acts 9:26-31                1 John 3:18-24                John 15:1-8 


