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Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
                         5th Sunday of Easter, Year B 

29th April, 2018                                                    

Dear Parishioners, 

For your consideration is the number of weekend Masses we have here at Sacred Heart.  Our 

weekend Masses are at the very most half-full so why so many Masses?  I know this is  

convenient for some and that change is difficult but I believe that the loss is far outweighed by 

the gain.  My reasons for this are as follows: 
 

From my experience a bigger congregation lends itself to better liturgy, better singing,  

better participation and involvement all round.   The Mass is enlivened by the energy and       

participation of a full congregation.  Another benefit is a greater sense of community as people 

get to know each other which enhances a greater sense of belonging for all.   When a church is 

less than half full there can be a sense of isolation and individualisation i.e., people remaining 

isolated from others in the church and some individuals not even wanting to mix.  The Mass is 

essentially a communal gathering of parishioners sharing a common faith.  Mass must never  

become a private individual celebration only.  While some may like this isolation it adds nothing 

to the celebration of the Eucharist which is essentially a community celebration at its core.  
  

I seek your advice regarding the following options if change were to occur: 

1. The two Sunday morning Masses to merge into one 9.00am Mass.  

2. Cancelling the 5pm Mass as this is also available in two other parishes in the area. 
 

Theological Background  

The Jewish and Christian Sabbath begins at sunset and ends at sunset moving from darkness 

into light.  Hence the Sabbath begins on Saturday evening and ends Sunday at sunset.  The 

original idea was to remove the Sunday evening Mass and replace it with a Saturday evening 

Mass in line with the timing of the Sabbath.  Most parishes just put on an extra Mass as most 

parishes had enough priests to cover an extra Mass.  This was because the Priests were trying 

to make Mass more available to the youth.  Many young people partied on Saturday night and 

were reluctant to attend Mass on Sunday morning for obvious reasons.  Hence the additional 

Mass served this need.  With the declining number of priests this has become burdensome for 

many.  Priests have been reluctant to remove the Sunday evening Mass as most parishes  

struggle financially and the removal of a Mass impinges on a parishes viability.   

Please be aware I am not saying we should remove the Sunday evening Mass I am just giving 

you an historical overview for your information.  I am asking for your objective opinion based on 

reflection and prayer rather than an immediate emotive response.  Your considered reflection 

would be appreciated.  What can/should we do in response to the present situation?   



 

  

 
 

Dear Parishioners, 

Thank you for the suggestions I have received from you as we review the counting and banking 

of monies in our parish.  As you know 23 churches were broken into throughout the archdiocese 

and many including myself believe it is an ‘inside job’.  As I reflect on this situation one of the 

concerns I have is the Sunday morning Mass times.  The 9am Mass is generally finished by 9.45 

—9.50am but the next Mass is not until 11am.  The church is then left open and empty for 30 - 

45 minutes and anyone can come into the church to steal or damage property.  In light of the      

present situation I believe a change to the Mass time is necessary.  What I am proposing is that 

the Sunday 11.00am Mass be changed to 10.30am.   
 

This change leads into the suggestions I have received from you as we review the counting and 

banking of monies in our parish.  The following seems the most obvious and easiest to            

implement: 
 

The counting of monies will occur during the Sunday morning Masses in a secure location.  All 

monies will be banked in the night safe once counted.  Consequently we need four teams of 

counters, one for each weekend of the month.  Each team must consist of no less than three 

persons.  If you would like to nominate an individual then please let the office know ASAP.  In 

line with this and to enhance security the 11am Mass will be celebrated at 10.30am.  
 

The change in Mass time will begin on Pentecost Sunday giving people ample time to prepare.  

This new policy is in line with the Archdiocesan policy that monies should be counted and 

banked as soon as possible.  The 5pm Mass collection will be counted under a different      

schedule.   
 

In overviewing the parish there is a need to develop a parish structure so groups can work  

together and support each other.   

Consequently I ask that you consider joining one of the following: 

 

1. Pastoral group (to identify and respond to needs within the parish and beyond)  

2. Hospitality and welcoming group 

3. Parish celebration and events group (this group will need a co-ordinator)  

4. Finance (any applicant will need experience in business, legal or financial matters) 

5. Counters of the Sunday collections—(these groups will need a co-ordinator) 

6. Lectors (Ministry of the Word)  

7. Communion ministers (special ministers of the Eucharist) 

8. Communion Service Minister (liturgy of the Word with Eucharist but no Mass) 

9. Visitation to sick and elderly 

10. Emergency assistance as required e.g. drivers, sitters, etc.   

11. Liturgy group (to prepare weekend Masses) 

12. Adult Formation, Education and Spiritualty group  

13.Gardening group 

14. Flowers and cleaning of altar linen   

 

In the future we will be establishing a ‘Parish Co-ordinating Group’ to overview the parish as a 

whole and to render assistance as necessary to any and all groups.  These persons will offer 

totally independent advice/assistance.  Rosters will be available next week for those who wish 

to join any of the above groups.  

 

 Groups will only be established if there is enough interest.   

The choice is yours! 



This was written by an 8-year-old named Danny Dutton, who lives in Chula Vista , CA .  

He wrote it for his third grade homework assignment, to 'explain God.' I wonder if any 

of us could have done as well? (and he had such an assignment, in California , and 

someone published it, I guess miracles do happen!) 

 

EXPLANATION OF GOD: 

'One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that die, so 

there will be enough people to take care of things on earth. He doesn't make grownups, 

just babies. I think because they are smaller and easier to make. That way he doesn't 

have to take up his valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. He can just leave 

that to mothers and fathers.' 

'God's second most important job is listening to prayers an awful lot of this goes on, since 

some people, like preachers and things, pray at times beside bedtime. God doesn't have 

time to listen to the radio or TV because of this. Because he hears everything, there must 

be a terrible lot of noise in his ears, unless he has thought of a way to turn it off.' 

 

'God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him pretty 

busy. So you shouldn't go wasting his time by going over your mum and dad's head  

asking for something they said you couldn't have.'  'Atheists are people who don't believe 

in God. I don't think there are any in Chula Vista . At least there aren't any who come 

to our church.' 

 

'Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work, like walking on water and            

performing miracles and trying to teach the people who didn't want to learn about God. 

They finally got tired of him preaching to them and they crucified him. But he was good 

and kind, like his father, and he told his father that they didn't know what they were 

doing and to forgive them and God said O.K.' 

‘His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had done and all his hard work on 

earth so he told him he didn't have to go out on the road anymore. He could stay in 

heaven. So he did. And now he helps his dad out by listening to prayers and seeing 

things which are important for God to take care of and which ones he can take care of 

himself without having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more important.' 

 

'You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to help you because they got it 

worked out so one of them is on duty all the time.'  

 

 'You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes God happy, and if there's 

anybody you want to make happy, it's God! 

 

 Don't skip church to do something you think will be more fun like going to the beach. 

This is wrong. And besides the sun doesn't come out at the beach until noon anyway.' 

 

'If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because 

your parents can't go everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can. It is good to know 

He's around you when you're scared, in the dark or when you can't swim and you get 

thrown into real deep water by big kids.' 

 

'But...you shouldn't just always think of what God can do for you. I figure God put me 

here and he can take me back anytime he pleases. 

  

And that's why I believe in God.' 

 

WHY DO YOU BELIEVE IN GOD ? 



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 

O sing a new song to the Lord 

for he has worked wonders; 

in the sight of the nations 

he has shown his deliverance, alleluia. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 

I will praise you, Lord,  

in the assembly of your people. 
 

My vows I will pay before those who fear him.  

The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.  

They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him.  

May their hearts live for ever and ever! 
 

All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord,  

all families of the nations worship before him.  

They shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth;  

before him shall bow all who go down to the dust. 
 

And my soul shall live for him, my children serve him.  

They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come,  

declare his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn:  

‘These things the Lord has done.’ 
 

I will praise you, Lord,  

in the assembly of your people. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord; 

my branches bear much fruit. 

Alleluia! 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
 

I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord. 

Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit in plenty, 

alleluia. 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil  

6.00pm  

Sunday 9.00am  

11.00am 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 7.00pm  

Wednesday- 

Saturday 9.15am 

(or as advised in  

newsletter & website)  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday  

9.15am Mass                                       

(or by private  

appointment) 
 

Exposition  

First Friday  

of the month             

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our  

parish web site  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  

Principal:         

Julie David  

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK  

Sixth Sunday of Easter— Year B 

First reading: Acts 10:25-26.34-35.44-48 

Responsorial Psalm:         Psalm 97: 1-4 

Second reading:        1 John  4: 7-10 

Gospel:         John  15: 9-17 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK  

Fifth Sunday of Easter— Year B 

First reading: Acts    9: 26-31 

Responsorial Psalm   21: 26-28. 30-32 

Second reading:  1 John  3: 18-24 

Gospel:    John 15: 1-8 

Knights of the Southern 

Cross as selling raffle tickets 

at all Masses this weekend. 


