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Change in Mass times as and from August 1st . 

Please note that Tuesday Mass will now be at 9.15am.   

Thursday Mass will be at 7.00pm  

This is due to a change in study commitments.  

 The Sabbath Day 

In the beginning time was eternal.  There was no division in time — it was as 

God is — undivided.  When creation began the world of matter asked God to 

divide time.  So God divided time into seven.  Seven is the Jewish number 

for perfection a reflection of God himself.  So time was divided into seven 

days and entered into an intimate relationship with the world of space and 

matter.   

With every single day, another realm of creation came into being except for 

the seventh.  The seventh day God gifted to humankind.  God made this day 

a ‘Holy Day’ for humankind to know the warders of creation and the beauty 

of the universe.  For God said humankind is not to be a beast of burden.  

Humankind is not a slave but a free thinking being created in my image.  

The Sabbath is my special gift to humanity for their benefit to relax from the 

toils of life, to care for their souls and to rediscover the joy of living.   

It is my first gift to humankind but if they refuse this gift and if they toil seven 

days a week they will be as the bests of the earth.  Their joy will diminished, 

their sorrows will increase, and life will be a burden to be endured.  They will 

forget that they are created in my image and I will be a faded memory to 

them.  They will search for meaning in lesser things that do not satisfy.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do we Blame God? 

I was speaking to a man the other week and he was telling me how he no longer 
believes in God.  You see his father was a good person, Mass every Sunday and 
he had lived an upright moral life and was a great father and husband.  He died  
after a long illness which involved suffering and the loss of his dignity.  Basically 
his son was hurting and was angry with God asking himself why did God allow his 
dad to suffer in this way?  I am left wondering about the nature of suffering but also 

about the lack of spiritual awareness many Catholics seem to have.   

Maybe the real question is somewhat different.  Death is just a part of life.  We 
need to understand that we are all only here on loan.  Death is our gift to the next 
generation.  Imagine a world where no one died.  Such a world could not survive.  
We must die for their benefit.  We are a mere blink in a much bigger picture.   

God does not cause cancer, nature does.  Theories vary from stress, to pollutants, 
pesticides, preservatives in food, our modern life style etc.  Causes may very but 
the result is the same.  Much of modern medicine is for our benefit but it can have 
a two edged sword.  We can now keep people alive a lot longer than we aught.  
We feel guilty if we tell the medical profession no more assistance just make the 
person comfortable.  Are we being selfish putting our own needs before that of our  
relative?  Sometimes the person is merely existing rather than living.  Stop, do not 
prolong life, are conclusions we seem to avoid at all costs.   

I am reminded of Catholic Moral Law which allows nature to run its course.  We 
are told we can stop medication at any time and we are doing no wrong.  I am not 
sure what the answer is but maybe it is time to revisit the past.  I for one would not 
like my life to be prolonged just because modern medicine can do so.  I would ask 
to be made comfortable and let nature do the rest.   

What are your wishes on this subject? 

Everyone wants to go to heaven but no body wants to die.   

Adult formation & Spiritual reflection 

Meeting August 8th 7.30pm — 8.30pm in the parish centre. 

Please being your bibles (NRSV or NJB catholic edition)  

Please read the second account of creation in preparation. 

Please recall one insight from your reading and one question which will enable 

me to shape the discussion.   

Divine mercy meeting will now be on Thursday nights.   

The meeting will begin at 6.20 pm followed by 7pm Mass.   

Southern Stars Social Club is having an over 28th Party Night for Singles on  

Saturday 18th August starting at 8pm.   

Address:  Benedict House at St. Benedict’s Parish  

  301 Warrigal Road,  Burwood.  Melways Map 61/H6 

Cost:   $13 including lucky door prises and supper. 

Enquiries:  Peter 98852167 



Sacramental Programme 2018 
  

Reconciliation  

Information Evening                                    

Tuesday 24th April at 7pm                    

Parent and Child 
  

*Adult Education Session for Parents 

Sunday 6th May at 2.30pm - 4.00pm 
  

First Eucharist  

Information Evening                                 

Wednesday 25th July 6.30pm                  

Parent and Child 
  

*Adult Education Sessions for Parents 
Sunday 5th August at 2.30pm - 4.00pm 
Sunday 12th August at 2.30pm - 4.00pm 
  
  

Retreat Day                                       

Friday 14th September  
  

First Eucharist                                  

Sunday 16th September 
  

Confirmation: 

Commitment Mass                        

Weekend 17 & 18 March                   

Each child to attend one of this       

weekend ‘s Masses and present    

commitment certificate to Fr John 
  

Information Evening                              

Wednesday 13 June at 7pm Parents 
  

Retreat Morning                                   

Sunday 5 August 9am-12.30pm 
  

*Adult Education Session for Parents 

and Confirmation Candidates  
Sunday 19th August at 2.30pm - 4.00pm 
  

Confirmation                                   

Friday 31 August—time TBA 
  

*Sessions are for schools other than 

Sacred Heart, Kew however parents 

from Sacred Heart are most         

welcome to attend. 

Three men are traveling on a ship, when they 

are accosted by the Devil. The Devil proposes 

that if each man drops something into the sea 

and he cannot find it, he will be that man's slave. 

If the Devil does find it, however, he will take the 

man to hell. The first man drops a pure, clear 

diamond, and immediately get taken to hell. The 

second drops an expensive watch, trying to  

impress the Devil, and gets taken to hell. The 

third man fills a bottle with water and pours it 

into the sea yelling, "You think I'm a fool? Try 

finding that!"  

A school teacher asked her children, "And why is it 

necessary to be quiet in church?" One little girl  

replied, "Because people are sleeping."  

In surgery for a heart attack, a middle-aged woman 
has a vision of God by her bedside. “Will I die?” she 
asks. God says, “No. You have 30 more years to live.” 
With 30 years to look forward to, she decides to make 
the best of it. So since she’s in the hospital, she gets 
breast implants, liposuction, a tummy tuck, hair  
transplants, and collagen injections in her lips. She 
looks great! The day she’s discharged, she exits the 
hospital with a swagger, crosses the street, and is  
immediately hit by an ambulance and killed. Up in 
heaven, she sees God. “You said I had 30 more years 
to live,” she complains. “That’s true,” says God. “So 
what happened?” she asks. God shrugs, “I didn’t  
recognize you.”  

A man is angry because he has it 
in his head that someone stole his 
wallet. He walks into a church to 
steal someone else's wallet, but 
he has a change of heart during 
the service. He confesses to the 
priest afterwards about what his 
intentions had initially been. The 
priest asks, "What made you 
change your mind?" The man 
says, "In your sermon on the Ten 
Commandments when you got to 
the seventh commandment  I  
remembered where I left my  
wallet!"  

Thought for the week 

When you lie the person you really 

hurt is yourself  

Many thanks to all who have committed to making 

our parish a vibrant community.  I am so  

impressed by your support in joining the various 

groups and lending a hand.  From the flower  

arranging, to church cleaning, cups of tea, to adult 

spirituality, music ministry, the gardening group, 

children’s liturgy, etc., the place is becoming a hive 

of activity.   

I know it will not all be smooth sailing and there is 

much to achieve.  Often there are issues to over-

come but with an open heart and a willing spirit the 

future can only be positive.  Many thanks to one 

and all.     Fr John   



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 

O’ God, come to my assistance; 

O’ Lord, make haste to help me! 

You are my rescuer, my help; 

O’ Lord do not delay. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 

The Lord gave them bread from heaven. 
 

The things we have hear and understood, 

The things our fathers have told us, 

We will tell to the next generation: 

The glories of the Lord and his might. 
 

He commanded the clouds above 

And opened the gates of heaven. 

He rained down manna for their food, 

And gave them bread from heaven. 
 

Mere humans ate the bread of angles, 

He sent them abundance of food. 

He brought them to his holy land, 

To the mountain which his right hand had won. 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!.   

No one lives on bread alone, 

But on every word that comes from the mouth of God.   
 

Alleluia! 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
 

You have given us, O Lord, bread from heaven, 

Endowed with all delights and sweetness in every taste.    

 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 9.30am  

Wednesday, Friday and Sat-

urday 9.15am 

Thursday 7.00pm 

(or as advised in  

newsletter & website)  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday  

9.15am Mass                                       

(or by private  

appointment) 
 

Exposition  

First Friday  

of the month             

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our  

parish web site  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  

Principal:      Julie David  

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK  

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 

First reading:   Kings 19:4-8 

Responsorial Psalm:   Psalm 22 

Second reading:  Ephesians 4:30-5:2 

Gospel:    John 6:41-51 

Don’t let silly little things steal 

your happiness. 

Don’t exchanging happiness  

for regret. 

As you know we are trying to sort out our data base.  Much of the  

information is outdated and much of the data does not concur with our 

present information.  At present Michele is working hard to sort some of 

these issues out.  In the next month or so we will be begin the process of  

establishing a new data base as the present one if full of errors and can 

not be relied upon for accurate information.  Thank you for your  

patience and co-operation in this matter   Fr. John  

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK  

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 

First reading:   Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15 

Responsorial Psalm:   Psalm 77:3-4, 23-25,54 

Second reading:  St Paul to Ephesians 4:17, 20-24 

Gospel:    John 6:24-35 


